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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  MILITARY 
STATISTICS.  * 

,       STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Albany,  Ajjril  3,  1868.  ) 

To  the  Assembly : 

I  respectfully  transmit  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 

R.  E.  FENTON. 


!     i 


BE  PORT. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  : 

Bureau  of  Military  Statistics, 
Albany,  Feb.  22th,  18GS. 

To  His  Excellency,  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 

Co  m  m  an  der-in-  Chief : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Bureau  of  Military 
Statistics,  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1867,  and  up 
to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1868,  has  continued  its  work  of 
collecting  and  arranging  for  registry  and  preservation,  the 
statements  of  supervisors  relative  to  war  expenditures, 
the  records  of  town  clerks  concerning  volunteer  officers, 
soldiers  and  seamen  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the 
personal  histories  of  individual  New  York  volunteers 
received  in  the  form  of  filled-up  blanks  and  biographic 
notices. 

In  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau,  transmit- 
ted by  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature,  Feb.  2,  1SGT,  I 
endeavored  to  present  a  succinct  account  of  its  operations 
up  to  that  time.  The  sympathy  and  encouragement  of 
successive  Legislatures,  representing,  as  I  am  assured,  the 
interest  felt  by  their  constituents  throughout  the  State, 
had  served  to  stimulate  as  well  as  to  assist  the  work 
appointed  to  be  done  under  the  law  creating  the  depart- 
ment. It  became  my  duty  last  year  to  report  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  large  amount  of  data  illustrating  the  services 
of  our  volunteers  in  the  field  and  the  sacrilices  of  their 
fellow  citizens  at  home,  for  the  common  object  of  main- 
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taming  the  nationality  of  free  institutions.  I  need  not 
recapitulate  particulars  further  than  may  be  proper  in 
order  to  show  the  unabated  interest  cherished  by  our  peo- 
ple in  the  object  of  the  Bureau,*  "to  collect  and  preserve 
in  permanent  form  the  name  of  every  person  who  has  vol- 
unteered or  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  General 
Government,  and  the  personal  history  of  such  person  while 
in  such  service  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained;  a 
record  of  the  services  of  the  several  regiments,  including 
an  account  of  their  organization  and  subsequent  history, 
and  also  an  account  of  the  aid  afforded  by  the  several 
towns,  counties  and  cities  of  the  State." 

A  special  report,  dated  Dec.  SO,  1867,  was  submitted  in 
response  to  your  Excellency's  circular  letter  of  Dec.  21, 
1867,  the  letter  and  report  being  as  follows: 

(circular.) 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,        ^ 
Executive  Department,       \ 
Albany,  21st  Dec.  1867.  J 
Dear  Sir — The  great  advance  made  in  the  settlement  of  affairs 
connected  with  the  late  war,  and  the  nearly  completed  organiza- 
tion of  the  National  Guard,  seem  to  justify,  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service,  a  further  decrease  in  the  force  employed  in  the 
military  departments.      To  assist  in  the  determination    of   such 
reduction,  1  will  thank  you  to  furnish  information  upon  the  follow- 
ing points  previous  to  the  1st  of  January  proximo: 

First — The  names,  positions  and  occupations  of  the  clerks  ia 
your  department. 

*  *  *  #  #  #  # 

Fourth — A  statement  of  the  duties,  as  now  understood,  to  be 
performed  in  your  .department  during  the  year  18G8. 

Fifth — The  number  and  grade  of  employees  required  for  the 

ordinary   routine  duties,   imposed  by   law  and   regulation   upon 

yourdepartment,  and  the  number  also  required  for  extraordinary 

and  special  duties  connected  with  matters  growing  out  of  the  late 

war  or  otherwise.  Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  FENTON. 
Col.  A.  J.  II.  Dugasse, 

Bureau  Military  Record. 


*  Vide  Chap.  690,  Laws  of  1865. 
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Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 


(report.) 

Albany,  Dec.  ZOlh.  1867. 


To  His  Excellency  K.  E.  Fenton  : 

Sir — In  reply  to  circular  letter  dated  21st  hist.,  desiring  infor- 
mation  upon  certain  points,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  under  head 
First — That  the  number  of  clerks  permanently  employed  in  the 

(Bureau  of  Military  Statistics  is  two — names,  William  llotchkiss 
and  William  Diamond — their  occupation  is  to  post  circulars, 
blanks,  &c,  and  to  receive,  file,  register  and  copy  returned  blanks 
and  other  documentary  matter  relative  to  N.  Y.  S.  Vols.,  who 
served  during  the  war.  Other  clerical  aid  ha*  been  employed 
from  time  to  time,  during  the  past  year,  consisting  of  Mr.  J. 
Werner,  and  two  female  assistants  appointed  under  your  Excel- 
lency's direction,  and  occupied  in  filing  records  and  clipping  from 
the  irregular  files  of  newspapers  accumulated  during  the  war, 
with  a  view  to  arrangement  of  the  extracts  in  scrap-books,  on  the 
plan  begun  in  the  large  scrap-books  marked  "  New  York  Idiots/' 
the  "  Mexican  War  ?;  and  "  Civil  War.''  A  janitor,  Mr.  A.  Van 
i  J  *  Schaack,  has  charge  of  the  museum  and  offices. 

To  inquiries  of  paragraph  fourth  of  circular  letter,  I  beg  leave 
to  state,  that  the  duties  to  be  performed  during  the  year  18(38, 
are  such  as  grow  out  of  the  accumulation  of  historical  material  in 
the  bureau,  and  the  necessity  of  completing  an  arrangement  and 
classification  of  this  material,  so  that  it  shall  be  accessible  to  use  e 
and  of  permanent  value  to  all  citizens  in  the  patriotic  events 
which  it  embraces.  Such  arrangement  and  classification  may  be  a 
work  of  greater  or  less  time,  and  may  employ  a  larger  or  smaller 
force,  accordingly  as  it  is  deemed  better  to  finish  or  to  protract  it, 
or  as  may  be  justified  by  legislative  provision  to  meet  the  expense. 
The  design  of  my  predecessor  and  myself  has  been  to  compact 
the  mass  of  manuscript  and  printed  records  into  registers  and 
scrap-books,  wherein,  under  appropriate  heads,  shall  be  preserved 
a  chronicle  of  all  that  our  State  became  identified  with  during  the 
years  of  rebellion  ;  her  recruitings,  popular  meetings,  contri- 
butions, sanitary  and  other  aid,  town  and  county  movements, 
regimental  organizations,  editorial  sentiment,  pulpit  and  society 
expression,  soldiers'  letters,  prisoners'  narratives,  statistics  of 
loans  and  debts,  accounts  of  marches,  battles  and  naval  operations 
by  New  York  forces;  biographies,  diaries,  obituaries,  etc.;  inline, 
the  entire  war  history  of  our  State  eliminated  from  the  perishable 
depositories  of  daily  and  weekly  prints  and  loose  manuscripts, 
and  secured  in  a  library  of  registers  and  scrap-books  which,  like 
ledgers,  will  show  to  posterity  the  patriotic  "  account  current  "  of 
New  York  State  with  the  Union  which  she  defended  so  loyally. 
I  think  that  material  sufficient  to  fill  six  hundred  volumes  of  such 
a  registry  is  already  collected  in  the  Bureau,  covering  the  brief 
personal  histories,  military  and  civil,  of  our  rank  and  file,  soldiers 
and  seamcin  kept  in  books  after  the  forms  given  in  my  annual 
report  for  1867,  under  the  heads  "Specimens  of  Soldiers' His- 
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tories"  (p.  3G0).  "Biographical  Sketches"  (p.  540),  and  "Naval 
Statistics"  (p.  580).  When  all  information  practicable  to  obtain 
shall  have  been  posted  and  registered  as  above,  the  war  record  of 
this  bureau,  so  far  as  it  covers  the  past  military  services  of  N,  Y. 
S.  Vols.,  will  have  been  "  preserved"  according  to  the  intent  and 
object  of  the.  laws  creating  the  department.  Whether  it  be 
deemed  better  to  use  a  greater  or  less  detail  of  clerical  assistance 
in  advancing  the  work  during:  the  year  1808,  will  be  for  your 
Excellency  to  determine  on  this  statement  of  facts. 

Under  paragraph  fifth  of  circular,  I  am  requested  to  state  "  the 
number  and  grade  of  employees."  There  are  four  clerks  author- 
ized by  law  to  be  permanently  employed  by  the  chief  of  bureau, 
auxiliary  services  being  allowed  when  necessary  from  time  ,to 
time.  The  other  information  asked  for  in  paragraph  five,  has 
been  submitted  in  my  reply  to  paragraph  four. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  but  to  say  that  a  deep  interest  in  Cue  well 
being  of  this  department  seems  to  be  felt  by  citizens  throughout 
the  State,  and  that  the  preservation  of  its  records  and  relics, 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  provided  the  means  of 
preservation,  is  looked  for  at  the  hands  of  the  State  Legislature. 
The  value  of  the  work  so  far  accomplished,  is  not  to  be  estimated 
by  the  amount  of  money  expended,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  New 
Yorker,  who  loves  his  State  and  the  Union,  would  grudge  the 
appropriations  made,  from  time  to  time.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  a  failure  to  complete  the  history  and  oatri- 
otic  design  involved  would  be  the  occasion  of  regret  and  disap- 
pointment among  our  veterans,  their  families  and  friends,  and 
would  reflect  discredit  upon  the  commonwealth  which,  after 
undertaking  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  her  dead  and  the 
sacrifice  of  her  living,  should  abandon  the  record  of  both  to  neg- 
lect and  forgetfulness. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  II.  DUGANNE, 
Cliitf  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 

. 
Removal  of  the  Flags  and  Records. 

Excavations  on  the  site  of  the  new  capitol  grounds 
having  approached  the  building  heretofore  occupied  by 
tli is  Bureau,  I  received  notice  from  the  new  capitol  com- 
missioners, in  December  last,  that  the  premises  must  be 
at  once  vacated.  In  accordance  with  your  Excellency's 
suggestions,  a  temporary  disposition  of  the  flags,  relics  and 
other  property  in  my  charge,  was  proposed  by  a  removal 
to  the  arsenal  building.     On  inspection  of  the  only  vacant 
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apartments  in  that  building,  however,  I  deemed  them 
unfit  as  a  repository,  by  reason  of  lack  of  space,  although 
the  fire-proof  materials  of  the  arsenal  walls  promised  the 
necessary  security  for  the  flags.  At  this  juncture  the 
commissioners  of  the  new  capitol  interposed  with  an  offer 
to  provide  more  accessible  accommodations,  and  after 
consultation  with  your  Excellency,  I  transferred  the  office 
and  museum  to  the  building  No.  219  State  street,  formerly 
used  as  an  engine  station.  The  work  of  removal  was 
safely  effected,  and  the  flags,  trophies,  and  memorials  of 
service  are  now  arranged  and  displayed  as  amply  as 
practicable  in  our  new  quarters. 

The  Hall  of  Record  Fund. 
In  the  fourth  annual  report,  I  submitted  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  moneys  received  on  account  of  the 
"Hall  of  Military  Record,"  up  to  March  4,  1SG7.  Since 
that  date,  the  quotas  of  several  towns  have  been  paid  in, 
and  the  amount  on  hand  at  the  present  time  is  $35,353.09 
and  accruing  interest.  The  cash  paid  in  from  January  1, 
18G7,  to  February  5,  1868,  was  §11,482.83.  The  total 
amount  now  deposited  may  be  stated  as  follows : 


■       i 


Military  Recoiid  Fund  and  where  Deposited. 

Deposited  in  Albany  City  National  Bank,  and  has  been 

on  deposit  since  November  24,  1866 $15,274  82 

Deposited  in  Mechanics  and  Farmers  Savings  Bank, 

March  10,  1866 5,000  00 

Deposited  ^vith  Treasurer  State  of  New  York,  from 

April  21,  1866,  to  March  16,  1868 15,078  87 

Amount  on  deposit  to  March  16,  1868 £35,3o3  69 

Accrued  interest  on  above,  (estimated) 2,000  00 


$37,353  69 
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A  Hall  of  Military  Record. 

Under  the  act  of  1865,  "to  provide  a  suitable  reposi- 
tory for  the  Records  of  the  War,  and  for  other  purposes" 
(vide  Fourth  Annual  Report,  page  12),  it  was  directed  that 
"whenever  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  shall 
have  been  received  into  the  treasury  to  the  account  of  the 
Military  Record  Fund,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  may 
advertise  for  the  plan  of  a  building.  The  Board  of  Com- 
missioners may  decide  upon  a  plan,  and  may  contract  for 
the  construction  of  a  building  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
seventy-live  thousand  dollars." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  necessary  amount  to  warrant  a 
beginning  of  the  work  is  now  at  interest.  The  design  of 
a  building  as  prepared  by  the  Commissioners  contemplate 
a  greater  expenditure  than  the  law  authorizes ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  cost  of  the  structure  will  exceed  the  one 
named  in  the  act — though  not  to  the  extent  so  liberally 
estimated  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  adjustment  of  the 
town  quota's.  On  comparing  the  views  of  architects  and 
builders,  I  judge  that  the  whole  amount  required  to  com- 
plete the  "  Hall  of  Record"  in  all  its  proportions  would 
not  double  the  amount  fixed  by  law,  while  the  erection  of  so 
much  of  the  edifice  as  would  provide  a  "  fire-proof  repos- 
itory" for  the  flags  and  records,  with  sufficient  accommo- 
dation for  office  business,  could  be  secured  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  flags  from  the  late  repository, 
a  fire-proof  structure,  I  cannot  consider  them  so  secure 
from  fire  or  damage  as  before.  The  building  in  which 
they  are  displayed  is  of  stone  and  brick,  as  are  the  house's 
contiguous  to  it;  but  the  great  historic  and  patriotic  value 
of  the  property  in  my  charge,  makes  me,  properly  anxious 
that  a  safer  place  of  deposit  shall  be  speedily  provided.    I 
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trust  that  the  Commissioners  will  determine  upon  a  pro- 
secution of  the  work  of  building  under  authority  of  the 
law,  and  that  jour  Excellency's  administration  will  not 
close  before  a  "Hall  of  Military  Record"  shall  be  num- 
bered among  the  noble  buildings  of  the  State  capitol. 


• 


■' 


A  Military  Home  and  School. 

But  while  testifying  respect  for  the  gallant  soldiers  of 

New  York,  past  and  present,  may  we  not  take  thought 

furthermore    of    generations    that   shall    come    after    us  ? 

While  deeming  it  fit  and  laudable  to  honor  the  martyred 


dead  and  distinguish  the  heroic  living  by  consecrating  a 
State  memorial  to  patriotism,  such  as  is  contemplated  in 
•  the  building  of  our  Hall  of  Military  Record,  may  we  not, 
and  ought  we  not,  to  do  more  than  erect  an  edifice  of  per- 
ishable  marble?  Tbe  ages  when  great  examples  were 
interpreted  and  enforced  by  monumental  masonry  alone, 
are  of  the  past.'  Men  do  not  now  rely  merely  upon  brass 
and  stone  to  transmit  renown  or  to  inspire  emulation,  for 
the  immortal  legacies  of  mind  and  heart  are  bequeathed 

from  century  to  century  through  the  mediums  of  press  and 
I 

of  school — mediums  more  potent  and  durable  for  the  per- 
petuation of  fame  than  the  friezes  of  a  Grecian  Parthenon 
or  the  statues  of  a  Roman  Forum.  I  venture,  therefore, 
to  suggest  for  your  Excellency's  consideration  a  matter 
which  my  correspondence  with  our  veterans  and  the  fami- 
lies of  deceased  soldiers  has  deeply  impressed  upon  me. 
It  relates  to  the  practicability  of  establishing  by  State 
legislation  and  aj)propriation,  or  through  a  combination  of 
State  aid  and  the  benevolence  of  our  citizens  at  large,  an 
institution  which  on  some  generous  plan  shall  provide  at 
the  same  time  a  home  for  invalid  veterans  and  a-  school 
for  the  orphaned  male  children  of  soldiers  and  sailors, 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  who  have  honorably  served 
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in  an)'  war.  The  want  of  such  an  institution  is  conceded. 
Your  Excellency  has  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of 
our  State  legislators  to  the  propriety  of  taking  action  for 
securing  a  refuge  for  our  disabled  soldiers.  Various  pri- 
vate efforts  in  this  direction  and  the  establishment  of 
temporary  "  soldiers'  homes  "  and  educational  asylums  in 
different  localities  of  the  State,  approve  the  method  as 
they  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  so  recognizing  the 
claims  of  our  nation's  defenders  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of 
their  loyal  countrymen. 

It  seems  proper,  then,  to  add  such  testimony  as  I  can 
give  to  the  existence  of  a  very  wide-spread  feeling  in  the 
community  regarding  the  duty  of  our  State  to  establish 
an  institution  of  the  character  indicated  above.  The  inte- 
rest evinced  in  our  projected  Repository  for  the  Records 
of  the  War  is  only  a  manifestation  of  the  deeper  sympathy 
and  gratitude  which  would  make  public  acknowledgment 
of  a  great  debt  due  to  our  citizen  soldiers.  The  provision 
for  a  "Hall  of  Military  Record" — a  structure  which  will 
remain  the  treasury  of  sacred  relics  and  the  shrine  whereon 
we  deposit  the  flags  enriched  by  priceless  blood — reminds 
us  that  broader  and  more  substantial  provisions  ought  to 
attest  our  sympathy  for  the  men  who  bequeathed  us  the 
relics  and  who  fought  under  the  flags. 

These  considerations  on  my  part  inspire  the  hope  that 
our  Legislature  will  not  postpone  such  action  as  may  be 
needed  to  secure  not  only  a  home  for  our  disabled  veterans, 
but  likewise  a  school  for  their  orphans. 

Such  an  institution,  placed  on  a  permanent  basis,  as  a 

civil  and  military  school  for  the  descendants  of  New  York 

State  volunteers,  would  be  the  worthiest  memorial  that  a 

lr<"  and  intelligent  commonwealth  could  dedicate  to  the 

nea  of  past  and  present,     The  work  grows  naturally 
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out  of  the  same  patriotic  sympathy  which  secures  a  Hall 
of  Military  Record.  The  corner  stone  is  laid,  so  to  speak, 
and  to  complete  the  superstructure  would,  I  am  sure,  be  a 
labor  of  love  for  New  York  citizens.  "We  shall  build  the 
marble  body  of  our  hall  as  a  visible  monument  to  the  eye 
composing  its  proportions  in  strength  and  beauty;  but  if  we 
can  point  from  it  also  to  a  loftier  type  of  practical  benefi- 
cence, illustrated  by  school  and  home,  we  may  then, 
indeed,  be  proud  of  our  memorial  building  as  entirely 
worthy  of  the  loyal  and  liberal  State  of  New  York. 

Practicability  of  Such  a  Work. 
An  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  maintaining  and 
educating  a  class  of  two  hundred  State  cadets  satisfies  me 
that  each  cadet  could  be  graduated  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
six  hundred  dollars  for  a  three  years  term.  The  interest 
of  §500,000,  invested  in  government  six  per  cents,  would 
suffice  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  the  institute  com- 


prising  personal  maintenance  and  the  cost  of  all  necessary 


supervision  and  appliances  of  tuition.  I  feel  warranted 
in  believing,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  feeling  on  this  sub- 
ject  of  our  citizens  throughout  the  State,  that  an  additional 
fund  of  §500,000  could  be  created  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions, donations  and  bequests  within  a  very  few  years. 
"W  ith  such  a  foundation  of  a  million  dollars  the  ample 
future  support  of  this  noble  educational  monument  would 
be  secured  without  further  appropriations  by  the  Legis- 
lature. 

I  may  remark  that  the  basis  of  the  work  in  effect  is 
already  laid.  Should  the  project  of  founding  an  educa- 
tional institute  for  soldiers'  children  find  favor,  the  pres- 
ent grounds  and  buildings  owned  by  the  city  of  Albany, 
and  occupied  as  a  temporary  home  for  disabled  soldiers, 
would  appear  very  suitable  for  the  uses  contemplated.     I 
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allude  to  the  grounds  and.  buildings  formerly  known  as  the 
Albany  Industrial  School  and  now  leased  by  the  State  from 
the  corporation  of  Albany  for  use  as  a  "  Soldiers'  Home." 
This  property,  transferred  by  the  city  to  the  State,  would 
be  ready  for  educational  purposes  as  soon  as  the  present 
benevolent  uses  which  it  subserves  shall  be  terminated, 
and  its  grounds  would  furnish  ample  space  for  school  build- 
ings. With  such  a  site  and  suitable  legislative  provisions 
I  have  the  utmost  confidence  that  all  the  means  needed 
would  flow  steadily  in  from  our  people,  and  that  in  a  few 
years  not  only  the  completed  "  Hall  of  Military  Record  " 
will  attract,  with  its  priceless  museum  of  patriotic  relics, 
but  a  school  for  soldiers'  children  in  its  neighborhood  or 
elsewhere  will  become  self-supporting  and  so  continue. 

Steps  Toward  the  Work. 
On  the  4th  of  April,18G3,  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature  to  incorporate  "  The  Soldiers  Home/'  and  on 
the  1st  of  June  of  that  year,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  signed 
by  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  and  fifty -two  other  prominent 
gentlemen,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  office  of  Senator 
Morgan,  Exchange  Place,  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of 
organization.  Senator  Morgan  being  called  to  the  chair, 
the  meeting  proceeded  as  provided  by  the  law,  to  elect  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  the  members  to  serve  respective  terms, 
-one,  two  and  three  years;  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  N.  Y.,  Charles 
P.  Wood,  N.  Y.,  John  A.  Seymour,  Utica,  and  Wm.  A. 
Hall,  N.  Y.,  were  chosen  for  one  year.  Erastus  Corning, 
Albany,  Joseph  Howland  and  James  H.  Nicholson,  N.  Y., 
■and  Thomas  Ilillhouse,  Geneva,  for  two  years,  and  Edwin 
D.  Morgan,  A.  A.  Low,  Dean  Richmond  and  R.  L.  Stuart, 
for  three  years.  The  act  of  incorporation  provided  that 
the  Governor,  Lt.  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Secretary  of 
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State,  should  be  et-officio  members  of  the  Board.     The  act 
further  provided  that — 

The  trustees  shall  seleet  for  the  practical  management  of  the 
Home,  Officers  or  Soldiers  who  have  served  honorably  and  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  giving  preference  to  those  who  have  been 
actually  disabled  by  wounds  or  other  causes,  but  whose  mental 
faculties  are  unimpaired.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  trus- 
tees for  this  purpose  a  Governor,  Lt.  Governor,  Surgeon,  Chap- 
lain, and  Steward,  and  such  supernumeraries  as  may  be  needed. 
The  trustees  shall  have  power  to  remove  such  officers  and  super- 
numeraries at  their  discretion,  and  to  establish  such  rules  consistent 
with  the  act,  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  government  of  the 
household.  The  interior  management  of  the  Home  shall  be  con- 
ducted on  strict  military  principles,  and  according  to  army  regu- 
lations; the  inmates  shall  wear  their  uniforms,  two  suits  of  which 
shall  be  furnished  yearly  to  each  person  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General  of  the  State.  The  trustees  shall  have  the  power  to  select 
the  site  for  the  Home,  and  to  accept  donations  of  land  or  other 
property  for  the  same,  and  also  power  to  contract  for  and  super- 
intend the  erection  of  all  necessary  buildings.  The  flags  of  the 
different  regiments  of  New  York  volunteers  shall,  on  their  return 
from  the  iield,  be  deposited  in  a  hail  of  honor  or  chapel  to  be 
provided  for  this  purpose  in  the  erection  of  the  building  or  build- 
ings for  said  Home.  A  place  shall  also  be  provided  for  the 
preservation,  and  display  of  all  other  trophies  taken  by  said  volun- 
teers, where  the  same  shall  be  placed  and  kept. 

The  trustees  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  affairs,  and  of  their  acts,  giving  an  account  of  all  donations  and 
appropriations  received,  of  all  disbursements  and  debts,  with  a 
lists  of  officers,  employees  and  inmates.  Tiie  trustees  shall  receive 
no  compensation  for  their  services  under  this  act. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  extracts  that  the  Legis- 
lature contemplated  at  its  session  in  1SG3,  the  early  estab- 
lishment of  a  "  Soldiers  Home,"  and  likewise,  under  its 
trustees,  of  a  depository  of  flags  and  relics  of  the  war, 
such  as  has  since  grown  up  from  the  creation  of  the  Bureau 
of  Military  Statistics. 

The  worthy  project  so  nobly  commenced  was  not,  how- 
ever, carried  into  practical  execution.  No  permanent 
institution  for  the  disabled  veterans  has  yet  arisen  in  our 
State,  although  annual  appropriations  for  the  care  of  our 
wounded  and  disabled  soldiers  have  been  liberally  voted 


1 G  Fifth  A  nnu^  il  Rep  on  t  of  tee 

by  the  Legislature  and  expended  as  temporary  relief  at 
the  "  Soldiers'  Home,"  New  York,  and  subsequently  in 
Albany.  Private  appeals  and  efforts  have  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  only  real  success  in  a  j)ractical 
form  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  "  Patriot  Orphan 
Home,"  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  by  a  benevolent  associa- 
tion called  the  "  Ladies  Educational  Union,"  organized  in 
18G2. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Judge  C.  L. 
Monell,  of  New  York,  who  has  warmly  interested  himself 
in  its  behalf,  gives  a  brief  history  of  this  unostentatious 
but  noble  movement : 


I 


I 


"  The  New  York  Ladies  Educational  Union,  commonly  called 
*  The  Patriots'  Orphan  Home/  was  organized  and  incorporated 
in  1862,  and  for  two  years  occupied  part  of  a  building  on  Sixth 
avenue,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  when  they  took  the  care  of  about 
forty  children.  In  the  spring  of  ?64  their  lease  expiring,  and  the 
demands  for  admission  greatly  increasing,  they  sought  for  suitable 
accommodations  on  New  York  Island,  but  could  not  find  anything 
within  their  means.  A  piece  of  property  at  Flushing,  L.  I.,  (seven 
miles  from  the  city),  was  offered  on  reasonable  terms.  It  consisted 
of  a  large  building  aud  eight  acres  of  land.  They  purchased  and 
paid  for  the  property.  The  location  is  healthy  and  acceptable  to 
the  managers,  all  of  whom  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

"  Since  they  have  occupied  the  property  at  Flushing,  the  society 
has  clothed,  supported  and  educated  an  average  of  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  children  of  both  sexes  and  of  almost  every 
nationality.  They  are  all  the  children  of  deceased  or  disabled 
soldiers  of  the  late  war. 

"The  demands  for  admission  are  at  all  times  greater  than  the 
building  can  accommodate,  and  the  society  has,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  aided  destitute  widows  of  soldiers,  whose  children  they 
could  not  receive  for  want  of  room. 

"So  long  as  there  may  be  children  of  our  soldiers  needing 
succor  and  aid,  institutions  like  the  Patriots'  Orphan  Home  should 
be  sustained  with  liberal  means,  else  such  children  must  be 
treated  as  common  paupers  and  sent  to  our  alms  houses.  The 
purpose  of  the  society  is,  and  they  have  heretofore  carried  it  out, 
to  make  it  a  higher  charity  than  our  common  institutions  for  the 
poor  ;  so  that  the  children  may  feel,  that  while  they  are  fcd} 
clothed  and  educated,  it  is  but  the  discharge  of  a  debt  which  the 
country  owes  to  then*  brave  fathers  who  periled  and  lost  their 
lives  in  that  country's  service. 


• 


; 
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"  A  State  institution,  as  you  suggest,  ought,  without  more  delay, 
to  be  provided  for  these  needy  but  worthy  children." 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  that  a  nucleus  for  such  an 

institution  as  is  needed,  already  exists  in  the  "Patriot 

Orphans'  Home,"  with  its  one  hundred  and  thirty  children 

yearly    supported.     How    easily   might    this    benevolent 

establishment    be    made  a  primary  step  for  the  work — 

a   "  Gate    called    Beautiful,"    if  I    may    be   allowed    the 

expression,  to  give  entrance  upon  a  domain  worthy  of 

the  justice,  the   benevolence,  and  the   gratitude  of  our 

State,  in  connection  with  her  soldiers  and  their  children. 
hi  . 

In  reflecting  upon  the  future  of  such  a  memorial  of  our 

respect  for  the  dead  and  our  care  for  the  living;  of  the 
vast  moral  and  material  interests  embraced  in  its  bene- 
ficent  objects  :  of  the  affecting  spectacle  that  will  be  pre- 
sented  by  those  wards  of  liberty — the  children  of  our 
soldiers — rising  up  from  year  to  year  to  bless  their  foster- 
mother,  the  dear  old  Commonwealth,  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  those  who  shall  succeed  your  Excellency  wrill  be 
favored  above  us,  in  being  privileged  to  witness  the  full 
fruition  of  what  wre  are  only  permitted  to  hope  and  labor 
for. 

The  details  involved  in  founding  such  an  educational 
■  •  1  .... 

institution,  will  of  course  be  left  to  legislative  direction. 

Suggestively,  I  would  submit  a  few  general  points  : 

First — Providing  suitable  location  and  buildings  for  the 

institute. 

Secondly — The  selection  of  a  class  of  some  designated 

number  of  cadets,  the  children  of  soldiers ;  the  power  of 

appointing    them    being   vested    in   the    Executive   and 

Legislative  branches  of  the  State  Government. 

Thirdly — The   graduating   term  to   be  three  years :    a 
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a  class,  of  one-third  of  the  whole  retiring  each  year,  their 
places  to  he  filled  by  appointment  as  above. 

Fourthly — Military  drill  and  discipline  to  he  a  feature 
of  the  instruction;  and  graduates  of  the  institute  to  be 
preferred,  after  a  certain  time,  and  when  of  suitable  age, 
for  appointment  as  commissioned  officers  of  the  National 
Guard. 

Fifthly — Soldiers'  children  to  be  eligible  for  appoint- 
ment, under  prescribed  regulations,  between  the  ages  of 
twelve  and  fifteen  years. 

The  Flags  of  ouk  State. 
Above  all  other  relics  and  mementoes  of  the  great  strug- 
gle in  which  New  York  participated  (in  common  with  her 
sister  commonwealths  who  lo}rally  sustained  our  National 
Union),  the  flags  borne  by  her  citizen  soldiers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Federal  government  are  fraught  with  peculiar 
interest.  Nine  hundred  of  these  glorious  emblems  of 
patriotism  have  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Bureau,  and 
arc  cherished  almost  as  living  tilings  in  the  proud  affec- 
tions of  our  veterans.  The  first  deposit  of  colors  was 
made  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  in  Assembly 
Thursday,  April  23,  1S63,  on  motion  of  Mr.  James  McLean, 
of  Seneca. 

Whereas,  there  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  tins  State  a  number  of  national  and  regimental  flags, 
which  have  been  gallantly  borne  by  our  brave  volunteer  regi- 
ments until,  blood-dyed  and  torn,  they  are  no  longer  of  use  in  the, 
held  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  respectful  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  inviting  them  to  a  joint  meeting  with  this  House,  to 
be  held  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  on  Friday,  24th  inst.,  at  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  His  Excellency  the  Governor  presiding,  when  the 
Adjutant-General  will  present  these  tlags  to  the  State  for  pre- 
servation. 

The  proceedings  which  ensued  are  recorded  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Assembly  and  Senate  as  follows : 


■ 

! 
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of  the  House  and  announced  the  appearance  of  committees  of  the 
House,  with  the  Governor,  the  Senate  and  the  Adjutant-General 


of  the  State. 


The  Assembly  rose,  and  the  Senators  took  seats  in  front 
of  the  Speaker's  desk,  the  Governor  occupying  the  chair, 
with  Lieut. -Governor  David  11.  Floyd  Jones  on  his  right, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  the  Hon.  Theophilus  C. 
Callieot,  on  his  left. 


Ix  Assembly,  April  24th,  18G3. 

The  hour  of  12  o'clock  having  arrived, 

Mr.  Davis  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  honorable  the  Senate  and  inform  them  that  the  House  are 
ready  for  joint  meeting. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question  whether  the  House  would  agree 
to  said  motion,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Davis  and  Weaver  as  such  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Depew  moved  that  a  like  committee  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question  whether  the  House  would  agree 
to  said  motion,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Speaker  appointed  as  such  committee  Messrs.  Depew  and 
Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Bostwick  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait 
upon  the  Adjutant-General. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question  whether  the  House  would  agree 
to  said  motion,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Bostwick  and  Marshall  as  such 
committee. 

At  the  same  time  corresponding  proceedings  took  place 
in  the  Senate,  viz  : 

Ix  Senate,  April  24th,  18G3. 

A  message  was  sent  by  the  Assembly,  inclosing  the  above  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  McLean,  and 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  Senate  consent  to  the  meeting  pro- 
posed in  said  resolution. 

The  President  put  the  question  whether  the  Senate  would  agree 
to  said  motion,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Weaver,  a  committee  from  the  Assembly, 
appeared  and  announced  that  the  Assembly  was  now  ready  to 
meet  the  Senate  in  joint  convention,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
heretofore  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  on  behalf  of  the 
State  the  national  Hags  in  the  possession  of  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  State. 

The  Sergeaut-at-Arms  of  the  Assembly  then  appeared  at  the  bar 
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Adjutant-General  Sprague  then  advanced  to  the  Speak- 
er's desk,  followed  by  seven  flags,  borne  by  members  of 
his  staff,  amidst  the  enthusiastic  applause  of  the  House  and 
audience. 

After  the  convention  had  been  called  to  order  by 
Governor  Seymour,  the  flags  being  arranged  in  front  of 
the  Speaker's  desk, 

Adjutant-General  Sprague  spoke  as  follows: 

"These  mute  hut  expressive  monitors  speak  a  language  of  their 
own,  leaving  but  little  for  me  to  say.  They  come  here  breathing 
the  fervid  eloquenee  of  patriotism,  of  loyalty,  gallantry,  fortitude, 
and  fidelity  to  our  country  and  to  the  Union;  they  come  from 
battle-fields  warm  with  the  blood  of  our  countrymen.  As  this 
assemblage  gazes  upon  them,  with  hearts  overflowing  with  emo- 
tion, how  little  can  those  who  have  not  been  associated,  appre- 
ciate the  trials  and  toils  of  those  men,  who  have  fought  under  and 
around  these  banners,  contending  with  a  tierce  and  vigilant  foe, 
who,  with  unrelenting  prejudice  and  vindictive  hate,  are  struggling 
to  destroy  this  Government,  which,  for  so  many  years,  has  secured 
to  us  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  commanded  the  respect  of  the 
civilized  world. 

'*  While  our  hearts  are  sad,  as  well  as  grateful,  we  feel  a  spirit 
of  exultation  and  pride  that,  though  these  banners  have  come  back 
torn,  tattered  and  soiled,  they  have  never  been  dishonored,  and 
have  been  carried  by  bold,  patriotic  and  intrepid  men  through  the 
fierce  conflict,  and  have  come  forth  with  victory  perched  upon 
their  eagles. 

"Very  near  do  these  returning  colors  come  to  hearthstones  of 
the  citizens  of  this  State — to  many  within  the  sound  of  my  voice. 
Fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters,  once  followed  them  to  the 
camp,  and  with  sorrowful,  but  with  willing  hearts,  bid  God  speed 
to  those  whose  affections  clustered  around  the  domestic  hearth- 
stone. 

"Many  weary  days  and  nights  have  they  watched  the  wavering 
storm  of  battle,  though  distant,  but  in  painful  reality,  as  its 
surging  wave  broke  at  the  domestic  fireside.  The  colors  have 
returned,  but  many  of  the  followers  are  left  ;  and  as  we  recount 
their  noble  deeds,  the  parents'  hearts  warm  with  a  glow  of  grati- 
tude and  pride  that  they  had  a  son  whose  noble  example  has  won 
the  love  of  his  countrymen,  and  who  has  given  a  guaranty  of  the 
perpetuity  of  our  Union.  Yes  !  these  banners  are  greeted  with 
warmth  and  affection;  cherished  relatives  and  friends  have  not 
lived  to  return  with  them,  but  in  their  absence  we  embrace  the 
standards  and  kiss  their  eagles. 

"  My  task  is  done.     I  now  commit  to  you,  sir,  as  the  Comman- 
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der-in-Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York,  these  banners,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  officers  mentioned,  knowing  that  they 
will  be  cherished  by  the  State  as  all  others  will  be,  now  in  the 
field. 

4k  When  you  and  I,  sir,  shall  have  passed  away — when  this  vast 
assemblage,  now  heaving  with  emotion,  shall  be  mingled  with  the 
dust,  these  mementoes  will  live  ;  history  will  claim  its  triumph, 
when  the  integrity  and  sacrifices  of  our  countrymen  will  be  appre- 
ciated, understood,  and  rewarded. 

l<  Let  there  be  selected  by  this  united  body  a  suitable  depository  ; 
there  let  them  hang,  so  that  in  time  to  come,  when  our  country 
is  restored  to  its  original  purity  and  greatness,  when  rebellion 
shall  be  crushed,  our  children's  children  shall  gather  under  the  folds, 
and  with  pride  and  enthusiasm  narrate  the  deeds  of  their  fathers, 
and  glory  in  the  sacrifices  and  sorrows  which  achieved  the  resti- 
tution of  our  country." 

General  Sprague  then  designated  the  respective  colors 
presented,  each  color  being  waved  as  it  was  mentioned ; 
after  which  Senator  Smith  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  in  joint  convention  do  hereby  tender  to  their  vol- 
unteers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  their  deepest  gratitude 
for  the  sacrifices  which  these  patriotic  men  have  made  in  leaving 
their  firesides  and  their  employments  at  home,  to  sustain  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  uphold  our  armies  in  the  field,  and 
sustain  at  home  the  families  and  the  rights  and  interest  of  our  vol- 
unteers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the  Union  shall 
be  restored,  and  until  the  flag  of  our  country  shall  float  again  on 
every  fort  and  in  every  harbor,  town,  city,  and  hamlet  in  the 
States  now  in  rebellion  against  the  General  Government. 

Resolved,  That  the  flags  which  have  been  this  day  presented 
by  the  Adjutant-General,  in  the  presence  of  the  Executive  and 
Legislative  departments  of  this  State,  and  which  have  been  so 
gallantly  borne  in  battle,  be  accepted  and  placed  among  the 
archives  of  the  State  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Military  Statistics,  now 
in  charge  of  Col.  Doty,  and  be  preserved  as  memorials  of  that 
eternal  vigilance  which  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  joint  convention  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  be  trans- 
mitted, by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  the  commandant  of  each 
regiment  and  separate  corps  or  battalion  of  volunteers  from  this 
State,  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Folger,  Senator  from  the  Twenty-sixth  (Ontario) 
district,  said  :    v 

Your  Excellency — I  should  have  preferred  to  have  sat  here,  a 
sad  and  silent  spectator  of  these  interesting  proceedings,  rather 
than  to  have  taken  an  active  participation  in  them  ;  for,  to  my 
mind,  the  sensations  excited  by  the  scene  we  now  behold,  are 
sorrowful  and  despondent. 

I  have  seen  many  flags  of  regiments  go  out  of  this  State  to  the 
seat  of  war.  attractive  and  beautiful  in  the  shining  lustre  of  their 
silken  folds,  and  the  glitter  of  their  untarnished  eagles,  and 
doubly  attractive  and  beautiful  from  the  heartfelt  aspirations  for 
success  which  went  with  them,  and  the  hallowed  associations 
which  clung  to  them  as  symbols  of  our  country's  nationality.  I 
have  seen  them  go  out,  borne  bv  the  voumr  and  gallant,  the 
ardent  in  their  country's  cause,  and  surrounded  by  the  friends 
and  relatives  of  the  departing  brave,  and  fanned  by  the  cheers 
and  hearty  God-speeds  of  the  community  which  they  were  leaving. 
Such  a  scene  had  much  of  exciting  exultation  in  it.  It  seemed, 
that  going  in  so  just  a  cause,  borne  by  such  brave  and  patriotic 
youth,  and  favored  by  the  good  wishes  and  prayers  of  such  loyal 
communities,  that  they  went  only  to  certain  and  speedy  victory. 
But  never,  until  to-day,  have  I  seen  any  of  these  colors  come 
back,  frayed  and  torn  by  the  rude  elements,  and  pierced  by  the 
ruder  hostile  missile,  and  with  blood  spots  and  battle  rents  upon 
them.  They  come  back,  but  not  in  the  hands  which  carried  them 
forth  ;  not  surrounded  by  the  stout  hearts  who  left  with  them, 
and  who  defended  them  in  many  a  day  of  peril  ;  but  they  come 
in  the  hands  of  strangers  to  all  their  eventful  history,  and  sur- 
rounded by  those  who  have  shed  no  blood  and  dared  no  peril  in 
their  defence. 

And,  sir,  it  is  difficult,  in'  the  rush  of  feeling  which  fills  the 
heart,  to  control  one's  impulses,  and  to  collect  such  words  and 
sentiments  as  are  appropriate  to  be  uttered  and  used  in  this  place 
on  such  an  occasion  ;  for,  as  your  Adjutant-General  has  read  the 
stories  of  these  flags,  and  uttered  the  familiar  names  of  the 
bloody  fields  where  they  have  been  so  gallantly  upheld  and 
pushed  forward,  and  has  related  the  fate  of  the  brave  men 
who  have  borne  them,  thought  after  thought,  and  memory 
after  memory,  of  those  whom  I  have  known,  who  have 
laid  down  their  lives  in  this  tierce  war.  have  fallen  into  my  mind, 
until,  like  a  vase  of  water,  into  which  pebbles  are  slowly  and 
silently  dropped,  my  surcharged  heart  has  near  run  over  at 
my  eves.  And  high  above  all  the  applauding  uproar  with 
which  this  chamber  is  filled,  there  comes  a  sound  from  every 
city  and  village,  and  hamlet,  and  cross-road,  and  solitary  farm- 
house, in  all  this  broad  commonwealth,  which  fills  my  ear  and 
penetrates  my  soul.  It  is  the  wail  of  women,  and  the  sadder, 
deeper  accompaniment  of  the  sob  of  men  j  it  is  the  wail  of  the 
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widow,  and  of  the  fatherless,  and  of  the  childless,  and  of  the 
bereaved  in  every  relation  of  life  ;  it  is  America  weeping  for  her 
children  and  refusing  to  be  comforted  because  they  arc  not. 

Oh  !  nry  country  !  truly  the  great  and  awful  God  has  laid  his 
heavy  hand  in  hot  displeasure  upon  thee,  and  it  needs  a  sublime 
faith  in  his  far-seeing  and  far-ordaining  Providence  to  look  on 
through  the  lengthening  vista,  shot  at h wart  by  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle, and  dim  with  shower  of  blood,  and  to  see  in  the  far  distance  a 
re-established  Union,  a  restored  Constitution,  a  renewed  nation- 
ality, fresh  of  life  and  pure  from  wrong. 

You,  sir,  will  recollect,  familiar  as  you  are  with  all  classic  allu- 
sion, the  verse  of  the  Latin  poet,  that  "sentiments  sent  through 
the  et?r,  more  slowly  affect  the  mind,  than  impressions  subjected 
to  the  lively  eyes."  Thus  we,  who  have  remained  at  home,  and 
ever  since  these  hostilities  began,  have  heard  and  read  of  the  suf- 
ferings, the  heroic  actions  and  determined  valor  of  our  soldiers, 
have,  perhaps,  supposed  that  we  appreciated  them  and  realized 
the  wearing  trials,  the  clays  and  nights  of  toil  and  exposure,  and 
the  imminent  peril  of  the  battle  held,  thick-set  with  the  chances 
of  death.  But  the  sight  of  these  tattered  and  blood-stained  col- 
ors, in  which  we  may  perceive  what  the  elements  have  done,  and 
what  the  bullet  has  clone  upon  them,  brings  home  more  vividly 
than  any  written  or  spoken  words,  the  trials  and  the  bravery  of 
the  devoted  men  who  have  borne  them  through  many  a  field  of 
battle,  and  defended  them  from  many  a  fierce  assault.  Silent  they 
stand  here  before  us,  but  they  tell  a  tale  which  stirs  the  imagina- 
tion more  than  any  recital. 

And,  sir,  tarnished  in  their  material  substance,  and  battered  as 
they  are,  with  their  gloss  and  glitter  long  since  gone,  they  have 
a  glory  and  a  lustre  far  greater  than  tongue  can  express.  Look- 
ing at  them,  and  recalling  to  mind  the  names  of  those  fields  of 
heroic  steadfastness  and  daring,  where  they  have  been  planted 
and  maintained,  the  soul  swells,  as  if  with  a  share  of  the  lofty 
gallantry  of  the  men  who  stood  beneath  and  about  them,  and 
dared  death,  and  often  met  death,  to  preserve  them  from  disgrace, 
and  to  add  to  their  honor  and  renown;  and  the  soul  goes  out,  in 
great  gratitude  to  the  men  who,  zealous  and  patriotic,  have  filled  the 
ranks  of  the  nation's  armies,  and  stood  her  living  bulwarks  in  the 
time  of  her  sore  trial.  We  revere  th;}  memory  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution  :  wre  honor  the  soldiers  of  the  later  war  with  Bri- 
tain ;  and  I  fondly  believe,  that  in  the  coming  era,  the  generations 
shall  be  taught  in  equal  measure  to  revere  and  honor  the  soldiers 
of  the  Constitution,  the  defenders  of  the  nationality  of  the  greater 
commonwealth. 

And,  sir,  this  scene  teaches  us  a  lesson  by  which  we  here,  as 
representatives  and  public  servants,  may  well  profit.  We  have 
been  engaged  during  the  session,  now  about  to  close,  in  fierce 
party  strife,  and  in  strenuous  struggle  for  mere  personal  inte- 
rests, and  have- too  much  neglected  those  graver  matters  and  more 
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vital  questions,  which  the  perils  and  sufferings  of  the  nation  should 
have  forced  upon  us.  It  is  well,  that  in  these  last  days  of  the 
session,  these  silent  monitors  should  come  to  shame  us,  and  to 
admonish  us  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  that  should  unite 
all  men,  to  the  abnegation  of  party  and  of  private  interests,  in  the 
defence  of  a  common  country. ;  and  that,  abandoning  party  strife, 
and  laying  aside  personal  matters  and  aims,  we  should  emulate 
the  devotion  of  the  brave  men  who  have  borne  these  flags  through 
the  fields  of  real  battle.  Let  us  take  this  lesson  to  heart,  and 
while  Ave  at  home  can  but  feebly  realize  the  trials  and  the  dan- 
gers of  those  who  are  actively  engaged  in  this  fearful  strife,  let  us, 
so  far  as  in  our  power  is,  labor  here  for  the  same  end  to  which 
they  are  devoted,  the  salvation  of  the  country,  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Union,  and  the  preservation  of  our  nationality.  Thus 
may  we  best  honor  the  noble  men  who  have  tilled  our  armies  and 
•sustained  the  glory  of  our  arms. 

I  second  the  motion  that  these  resolutions  be  adopted. 

Hon,  T.  C.  Fields,  of  New  York,  said : 

Your  Excellency — I  think  that  every  member  of  this  joint  con- 
tention of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  every 
one  of  this  vast  concourse  of  interested  spectators,  will  recognize 
the  truth,  the  beauty,  and  the  pertinency  of  the  soul-stirring 
remarks  made  by  the  Adjutant  General,  and  of  the  polished  and 
feeling  response  of  the  accomplished  Senator.  But,  sir,  there  is 
not  an  individual  who  has  witnessed  this  sad,  solemn  and  impres- 
sive  ceremony,  but  must  feel  that  while  these  war-wrecked  and 
blood-stained  banners  come  to  us  as  symbols  of  the  bravery  of 
the  patriotic  men  who  have  gone  forth  from  their  homes  to  light 
the  battle  for  the  Union,  and  tell  us  mutely  but  eloquently  the 
thrilling  story  of  the  fierce  and  cruel  strife  through  wrhich  they 
have  been  borne  with  so  much  honor  and  devotion — they  come 
to  us,  also,  as  painful  evidence  that  our  beloved  country,  once  so 
great,  so  prosperous  and  so  noble  ;  the  home  of  freedom,  the 
nursery  of  the  arts,  the  hope  of  the  oppressed,  the  model  Govern- 
ment of  the  world — -is  shaking  and  reeling  and  rocking  in  the 
very  throes  of  agony  and  dissolution.  We  should  read  the  solemn 
lesson  of  this  scene  with  but  slight  advantage,  did  we  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  this  sorrowful  fact.  Let  us,  then,  here,  to-day,  as 
American  citizens  gathered  in  presence  of  a  joint  convention  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  leading  State  in  the  Union,  presided  over 
by  a  Governor  who  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  whose 
noble  sentiments  have  stirred  the  soul  of  the  nation — let  us  here, 
to-day,  renew  and  reconsecrate  our  devotion  to  onr 'country.  Let 
us,  to-day,  solemnly  declare,  what  every  man  here  present  feels 
in  the  inmost  depths  of  his  heart,  that  we  will  support  the 
Government  in  all  constitutional,  proper  and  vigorous  measures  to 
prosecute  this  war  for  the  suppression  of  a  wicked  rebellion,  the 
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restoration  of  the  Union,  and  the  vindication  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  ! 

Let  us  pledge  ourselves,  that  whatever  we  have  of  strength,  of 
energy,  of  intellect,  of  ability,  we  will  bring  it  here  to-day,  and 
lay  it  upon  the  altar,  and  consecrate  it  to  the  service  of  our 
country  !  But  while  we  do  this,  let  us  upon  the  bended  knees  of 
our  broken  hearts,  beseech  the  God  who  rules  over  our  beloved 
and  stricken  land,  that  Ho  will  again,  and  speedily,  reunite  us  as 
one  people  and  one  Government  ;  that,  stretching  forth  Mis  hand 
in  mercy,  and  not  in  wrath,  He  will  calm  the  angry  passions  of 
the  human  heart,  and  say  to  the  fierce  waves  of  strife — kJ  Peace, 
be  still  1" 

Lieut.  Gov.  Jones,  President  of  the  Senate,  said  : 

Your  Excellency  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly — 
At  this  stare  of  the  proceedings,  allow  me  to  read  the  following 
beautiful  poem,  from  the  pen  of  one  of  America's  most  accom- 
plished and  favorite  poets,  Alfred  B.  Street  : 

OUR  UNION. 

Our  Union,  the  gift  of  our  fathers ! 

In  wrath  roars  the  tempest  above ! 
The  darker  and  nearer  our  danger, 

The  wanner  and  closer  our  love. 
Though  stricken,  it  never  shall  perish; 

It  bends,  but  not  breaks  to  the  blast; 
Foes  rush  on  in  fury  to  rend  it, 

But  we  will  stand  true  to  the  last. 

Our  Union,  ordained  of  Jehovah! 

Man  sets  not  the  fiat  aside  ; 
As  well  cleave  the  welkin  asunder 

As  the  one  mighty  system  divide. 
The  grand  Mississippi  sounds  ever, 

From  pine  down  to  palm,  the  decree; 
The  spindle,  the  corn,  and  the  cotton, 

One  piean  shout,  Union !  to  thee ! 

Our  Union,  the  lightning  of  battle 

First  kindled  the  flame  of  its  shrine  ! 
The  blood  and  the  tears  of  our  people 

Have  made  it  forever  divine. 
In  battle  we  then  will  defend  it ! 

Will  light  till  the  triumph  is  won ! 
Till  the  States  form  the  realm  of  the  Union 

As  the  sky  forms  the  realm  of  the  sun. 

Governor  Seymour  said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly — I  can  add  by  no  words 
of  mine  to  this  impressive  and  solemn  scene.  You  have  heard 
from  a  representative  of  the  Senate,  and  from  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  State.  You  have  listened  to  the  earnest  words 
of  one  who,  himself  a  soldier,  can  with  so  much  truth  and  elo- 


2  (j  FlF TIT  A NN UAL  IiEP OR T  OF  THE 

quence  depict  the  dangers  and  heroism  of  a  soldier's  life.  You 
have  heard,  too,  the  beautiful  thought  and  musical  language  of  the 
poet.  But  above  all,  you  have  seen  the  banners,  which,  but  a 
short  time  since,  were  carried  forth  in  all  their  brightness  and 
their  beauty,  borne  by  stalwart  men,  who  went  out  from  their 
happy  homes  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country,  brought  back  to 
us  blood-stained  and  torn,  and  telling  us  more  eloquently  than  can 
any  language,  of  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  their  defenders. 

Alas  !  for  the  unreturning  brave  !  Alas  !  that  so  few  of  those 
who  fought  beneath  the  folds  of  these  flags,  are  left  to  tell  their 
history  as  they  come  forth  from  the  terrible  strife  defaced  and 
tattered,  but  more  dear  to  us  than  in  their  original  brightness  and 
beauty. 

I  will  not  weaken  the  effect  of  this  touching  and  impressive 
"  ceremony  by  any  further  remarks.  May  Almighty  God,  in  His 
goodness,  grant  that  the  heavy  sacrifices  we  have  made,  may  not 
be  in  vain  ;  but  that  with  patriotism  quickened  and  elevated  by 
the  trials  we  have  undergone,  we  may  be  taught  to  better  appre- 
ciate and  more  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  American 
citizens  ;  and  ma}*  He,  who  holds  all  nations  in  the  hollow  of  His 
hand,  pardoning  our  many  sins,  restore  to  us  our  glorious  and 
beloved  Union,  so  that  we  may  again  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
peace,  beneath  a  Government  reinvigorateel  and  strengthened  by 
the  deep  sorrows  and  the  fierce  struggle  through  which  it  has 
passed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  it  now  only  remains 
for  me  to  put  the  question  upon  the  resolutions  presented  to  this 
joint  convention  by  Senator  Smith. 

The  resolutions  were  then,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
adopted. 

Hon.  Gilbert  Dean,  of  New  York,  said: 

Your  Excellency — I  have  been  a  silent  spectator  of  this 
impressive  ceremony,  and  would  have  remained  so,  but  for  the 
omission  of  any  provision  for  the  official  publication  of  what  has 
here  occurred.  The  involuntary  tribute  paid  in  tears,  so  freely 
shed  by  manly  eyes,  at  the  sight  of  these  torn  and  soiled  emblems 
ot  American  nationality,  attest  the  deep  and  ineradicable  devotion 
ot  our  people  to  their  Government,  and  demand  that  a  record 
should  be  made  of  the  event. 

The  brave  men  who,  at  the  summons  of  honor  and  of  duty, 
have  gone  forth  to  uphold  the  national  authority,  should  kuow 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  State,  asV  embodied  and 
expressed  at  its  Capitol. 

Here,  to-day  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  representing  the 
entire  people,  in  the  presence  of  the  Executive  of  their  choice,  and 
with  his  concurrence,  have  solemnly  and  unanimously  resolved  that 
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whatever  differences  may  exist  as  to  the  causes  of  the  present 
position  of  public  affairs — as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  war — 
or  the  propriety  of  this  or  that  administrative  measure — under  no 
circumstances  can  or  Mill  \.he  State  of  JSTew  York  consent  to  a  disso- 
lution of  this  Union.  (Applause.)  That  to  prevent  it  every 
energy  shall  he  exeiHed,  and  illimitable  means  and  unbounded 
resources  of  the  State  shall  be  applied.  Let  this  solemn  declara- 
tion, and  the  manner  in  which  these  flags  have  been  received,  be 
read  by  the  officer  in  his  quarters  ;  by  the  soldier  on  his  lonely 
picket  post,  or  by  the  light  of  his  camp  fire.  It  will  cheer  and 
encourage  :  it  will  stimulate  the  heart  and  nerve  the  arm,  as  it 
tells  to  each  that,  while  his  toils  and  sacrifices  are  appreciated, 
and  his  memory  cherished  at  home,  the  object  for  which  he  forfeits 
domestic  comfort  and  imperils  life  is  the  noblest  that  ever  sum- 
moned christian  soldier  to  the  field — National  Unity — that, 
though  in  the  struggle  he  may  tall.  yet.  the  sacred  symbol  passed 
from  dying  hands  to  surviving  comrades  will  be  preserved,  reel 
with  patriot  blocd,  effulgent  with  the  glorious  achievements 
of  a  citizen  soldiery,  and  will  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the 
State,  there  to  be  preserved  among  its  choicest  treasures. 

Governor  Seymour  then  declared  the  joint  convention 
dissolved,  and  the  Governor,  the  Adjutant  General  and 
Senate  withdrew  from  the  chamber. 

Hon.  James  Darcy,  of  Kings,  wrhen  the  House  was  again 
called  to  order,  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker — In  honor  of  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  conven- 
tion, I  move  that  the  House  now  take  a  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
took  a  recess. 

On  the  23th  of  April,  1865,  a  resolution  was  presented 
in  the  Assembly,  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Parker,  of  Cayuga,  and 
adopted  as  followrs : 

Resolved  (if  the  Senate  concur),  That  the  flags  of  New  York 
volunteer  regiments  deposited  in  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics, 
be  publicly  presented  on  the  Fourth  of  July  next,  and  that  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  and  he  hereby  is  requested  to 
receive  them  on  behalf  of  the  State  at  that  time. 

llesolued,  That  the  Chief  of  the  said  Bureau  be  directed  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  prepare  a  brief  history  of  such  Hags,  to  be 
used  on  that  occa-don,  and  that  he  also  prepare  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  on  that  occasion,  including  the   brief  histories,  and 
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that  1,500  copies  thereof,  in* pamphlet  form,  be  printed,  1,000  for 
the  Legislature  and  500  for  the  Chief  of  Bureau. 

The  joint  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate 
on  the  same  day,  and  preparations  were  promptly  made  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect. 

In  response  to  invitations  to  be  present  upon  this  occa- 
sion, letters  were  received  from  Lieut. -General  Winfield 
Scott,  Maj. -Generals  John  E.  Wool,  John  A.  Dix,  Joseph 
Hooker,  H.  W.  Slocum,  Jno.  S.  Rawlins,  and  H.  E.  Davie?, 
jr.,  and  Col.  John  T.  Sprague,  of  the  army,  and  from  Vice- 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut  of  the  navy.  Invitations  were 
also  replied  to  by  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  officers 
of  the  State,  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  others. 

The  letters  of  Gen.  Scott  and  Admiral  Farragut  are 
subjoined: 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  June  30,  1865. 
To  His  Excellency  P.  E.  Fenton,  Governor  of  JWeio  York: 

Dear  Sir — 1  am  sensibly  affected  by  your  kind  and  flattering 
invitation  to  be  present,  at  Albany,  on  the  approaching  National 
Anniversary,  to  witness  the  consecration  to  fame  of  the  New  York 
Hags,  which  her  noble  volunteers  bore  in  triumph,  in  concert  with 
the  troops  of  other  conservative  States,  over  so  many  bloody 
fields  up  to  the  full  restoration  of  our  glorious  Union.  Please 
accept  my  apology  for  declining  the  honor  tendered  me,  for, 
though  slowly  improving  in  health,  I  am  still  wanting  in  the 
strength  to  bear  much  fatigue  of  body  or  excitement  of  mind. 
With  high  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  ob?t  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  June  29,  1SG5. 
To  L.  L.  Doty,  Chief  of Bureau: 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  my  movements,  your  kind  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  return  of  the  regimental  flags  to  the  pub- 
he  authorities  of  the  State,  only  reached  me  yesterday,  and  found 
me  already  engaged  by  the  mayor  of  Boston,  to  be  present  at  the 
4th  July  celebration  there.  Will  you  therefore  accept  this  excuse 
fur  my  not  being  at  Albany  on  so  interesting  an  occasion,  and  will 
you  please  express  my  thanks  to  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Teuton, 


n 

Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Milita  r  i  '  St  a  tistics.  2  9 

and  to  the  Legislature  for  the  honor  the}- have  bestowed  upon  me 
by  the  invitation.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Vice- Admiral. 

The  ceremony  of  presenting  the  Flags  to  His  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  was  conducted  in  connection  with 
the  public  celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  American 
Independence  by  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  Albany, 
in  a  spacious  building  erected  for  that  purpose  on  Wash- 
ington Parade  Ground.  The  stage  was  occupied  by  Gov- 
ernor Fenton  and  Staff,  and  Members  of  the  Legislature, 
and  by  the  following,  among  other  invited  guests,  viz: 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant  and  S iaff ;  Major-Generals 
John  E.  Wool,  Lewis  Wallace,  Judson  Kilpatkick,  John  A. 
Sciiofield,  Daniel  Bctterfield,  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  John  J. 
Peck,  James  B.  Ricketts,  John  Tayler  Cooper  ;  Brig.  Generals 
James  C.  Rogers,  William  Cogswell,  John  C.  Robinson,  Pat- 
rick H.  Jones,  Ira  Spalldino,  Samuel  H.  Roberts,  Augustus  V. 
Kautz,  Thomas  C.  Devin,  John  T.  Sprague,  Judges  Henry  E. 
Da  vies,  Pl  att  Potter  and  William  W.  Campbell. 


^ 


The  exercises  were  .opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Liv- 
ingston Reese.  Gen.  J.  Meredith  Read,  jr.,  read  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  Butter- 
field  then  delivered  the  address 

General  Butterfield's  Address. 
Your  Excellency,  Senators,  Members  of  Assembly  and  Citizens: 

I  am  requested  to  present  yon  these  flags  in  behalf  of  )onr  sol- 
diers, who  have  borne  them  with  courage  and  honor  in  the 
changing  fortunes  of  battle.  Many  of  these  regiments  are  not 
represented  here  save  by  these  and  the  joy  that  tills  our  hearts  at 
the  success  of  our  arms,  for  of  that  success  they  are  part. 

Their  heroic  deeds  would  till  volumes.  Time  will  not  permit 
that  I  should  recount  them  here.  The  brave  hearts  that  yielded 
life  whilst  bearing  these  banners  in  defense  of  liberty,  the 
majesty  of  the  law,  the  safety,  honor  ahd  welfare  of  the  country, 
are  buried  on  every  field  of  our  recent  conflict.  From  the  Sus- 
quehanna to  the  Potomac,  from  the  Potomac  to  the  James,  from 
the  James  to  the  Roanoke,  from  the  Shenandoah  to  the  Cumber- 
land, from  the  Cumberland  to  the  Tennessee  ;  through  the  Mis- 
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sissippi  Valley,  east  and  west,  to  the  Alabama  and  Rio  Grande, 
from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Chattahoochie,  from  the  Chattahoochie 
to  the  Savannah,  and  from  the  Savannah  hack  to  the  Roanoke — 
the  mighty  rivers  that  flow  to  the  Gulf  and 'Atlantic — have  been 
crimsoned  with  patriot  blood.  The  plains,  the  valleys  and  the 
mountain  .--ides  hold  the  honored  dead  who  fought  our  battles. 
Their  names  and  fame  are  recorded  for  all  time  in  the  archives  of 
your  government  ;  their  memories  are  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of 
a  grateful  people. 

These  standards  are  returned,  battle-scarred,  hallowed  by  the 
blood  of  your  patriot  sons — a  precious  treasure,  a  priceless 
legacy,  for  they  shall  tell  your  children's  children  of  manhood 
and  patriotism  rising  in  their  might  to  sustain  the  right.  These 
are  glorious  insignia  of  the  highest  devotion  and  sacrifice  of  man 
for  man,  of  man  for  country.  I  need  not  ask  you  to  cherish  them 
proudly.  I  may  ask  you,  since  by  the  aid  of  Almighty  God,  the 
valor  of  our  arms  has  achieved  such  signal  success,  that  you 
cherish  them  without  revenge,  cherish  them  only  as  proud 
inomentoes  of  the  triumph  of  right. 

The  war  is  at  an  end.  That  brave  and  noble  chieftain  who  led 
our  armies  to  victory  in  the  field,  prescribed  the  terms  by  which 
the  conquered  foe  might  rest.  Vested  with  full  power,  where 
war  by  force  of  arms  had  superseded  civil  law,  your  chosen 
general  told  the  fallen  enemv  :  "Lay  down  vour  arms,  ohev  the 
law,  and  war  shall  end — you  are  unmolested  during  good 
behavior."  Do  you  ask  vengeance  ?  The  brave  are  ever 
generous.  Vengeance  for  the  best  blood  of  our  youth  spilled 
beneath  the  folds  of  these  historic  banners  !  Then  bid  the 
disarmed  foe  to  live  amid  the  scenes  of  desolation  and  woe 
wrought  by  his  treason — to  I I\'o  with  the  horrible  recollection  of 
thousands  of  brave,  loyal  men  brought  to  nakedness,  hunger, 
famine,  idiocy  and  death  by  their  cruel  imprisonment.  Thus  to 
live  only  to  pray  for  death's  relief  from  such  a  life. 

The  names  of  those  traitors,  who,  children  of  our  common 
country — educated,  trained  and  nurtured  by  it — honored  with  its 
sword,  bound  to  it  by  manhood's  oath — the  names  of  these  shall 
go  down  forever  in  3-011  r  history,  companions  in  infamy  with 
Benedict  Arnold.  They  are  punished.  Let  them  go.  It  other 
then  the  implied  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  should  be  broken, 
better  all  should  escape. 

The  offended  majesty  of  the  civil  law  may  deal  justly  with 
those  traitors,  who,  honored  with  place  and  power  at  the  hands 
of  an  innocent,  confiding  people,  used  these  gifts  for  years  to 
plant  the  genu  of  treason,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  overthrow 
this  government,  that  slavery,  despotism  and  sin  might  thrive 
upon  its  ruin.  Saddened  hearts  ami  lonely  hearthstones  in 
our  land,  mourning  our  martyred  chief  and  fallen  heroes, 
victims  alike  of  such  treason,  ask  rather  in  sorrow  than  in 
auger,   that  these  should  meet  with   justice,  a  warning  to  those 
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who  would  hereafter  force  civilized  government  from  the 
hands  of  a  free  people,  to  rest  upon  bayonets,  "  bed  rock"' 
of  that  civilization  where  men  are  no  longer  free. 

All  wars  are  waged  for  principle  or  interest.  Adhering  to 
the  principles  in  defense  of  which  we  have  drawn  the  sword, 
let  us  turn  to  reconciliation  and  the  arts  of  peace,  and  reverence 
these  glorious  war-worn  flags  as  mementoes  of  the  power  and 
will  of  the  people,  the  glory  of  our  arms,  the  saved  and  sacred 
honor  of  our  country. 

To  you  who  tread  the  paths  of  politics  and  State,  the  faithful 
soldiers  of  the  Republic,  fresh  from  the  field  of  victory  and 
fame,  now  restore  banners  and  bayonets,  emblems  of  renown 
and  glories  won. 

As  you  assume  the  weighty  responsibilities  shifted  from  the 
field  to  the  forum,  look  at  these  and  give  us  order  and  rest — 
look  at  these  and  be  grateful  that  our  country  has  passed  through 
such  an  ordeal  to  come  forth  strong,  vigorous  and  powerful,  even 
as  gold  purified  by  fire. 

To  those  who  would  urge  you  to  think  of  commerce  destroyed 
by  foreign  aid  and  comfort,  furnished  with  the  hope  to  overthrow 
our  government,  say  to  them  that  we  are  gainers,  if  such  acts  give 
rules  for  our  future  guidance — or  better,  tell  them  that  a  free  and 
powerful  nation,  conscious  of  its  strength,  wars  not  for  pelf  or 
passion,  but  for  principle  ;  that  a  generous  appreciation  of  the 
honest  hearts,  whose  sympathies  were  and  ever  are  with  peoples 
or  nations  that  strive  for  freedom,  effaces  all  recollection  of  the 
sordid,  grasping  wretches,  that  would  trade  even  over  the  grave 
of  liberty. 

Do  some,  elated  with  our  success,  urge  new  wars  ?  Tell  them 
the  terrible  cost  of  war — say  to  them  that  did  these  emblems, 
wreathed  with  glory,  speak  only  of  valor  and  success  in  arms,  as 
the  lesson  of  the  war,  'twould  be  too  dearly  bought  ;  that  above 
and  beyond  this  they  speak  of  man's  capacity  for  greatest  free- 
dom. They  speak  of  burdens  assumed  in  every  city,  village  and 
hamlet  by  our  people.  They  tell  the  earnestness,  the  trials,  the 
energy  and  devotion  of  patriotic  men  in  civil  power  and  life,  who 
never  faltered,  never  yielded  from  duty's  path,  that  self-govern- 
ment might  be  forever  fixed. 

This  is  no  man's  triumph,  but  a  people's  will,  and  a  nation's 
fame.  Unhallowed  ambition  gains  nothing;  honor  rests  only 
with  those  who  have  placed  their  country  and  the  right  before 
all  else.  The  full  measure  of  our  success  ends  not  with  our 
ocean-bound  limits.  Freedom — prize  of  manhood's  heart  in  every 
clime — breathes  new  life,  gives  renewed  hope,  and  lives  for  all 
time. 

This  triumph  gives  to  future  ages  a  living  monument,  carved 
not  in  brass  or  stone,  but  perpetuated  in  the  souls  of  all  to  whom 
are  given  mind's  light — 'tis  this — God  gives  triumph  only  to  ilte 
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riqlil.     Ever  reading  this  in  every  living  star  and  line  of  tbese 
glorious  lla^s.  let  us  be  content  with  the  results. 

In  the  glorious  future  that  lies  before  the  country,  redeemed 
and  strengtened  by  trial,  you  will  surely  give  to  these  banners  an 
honored  place  in  your  balls — to  those  who  return  them  to  you, 
the  warm  welcome  of  love  and  recognition— to  those  who  have 
fallen  in  their  defense,  tears  of  gratitude,  with  imperishable  fame. 

fk'0b,  Eiotliers,  sisters,  daughters,  spare  the  tears  ye  faiu  would  shed; 

Who  5ceirj  to  die  in  euch  a  cause,  ye  cannot  call  them  dead; 

They  live  upon  the  lips  of  men,  in  picture,  bust  and  song, 

And  nature  folds  them  in  her  heart  and  keeps  them  safe  from  wrong." 

The  Presentation  Address  was  replied  to  by  His  Excel- 
lency, Gov.  R.  E.  Fenton,  as  follows : 

Governor  Fenton's  Responding  Address. 

Sadly,  yet  proudly,  I  receive  in  behalf  of  the  State  these 
,  ensigns  of  our  patriot  soldiers — these  emblems  of  a  nation's  life 
and  manhood.  These  banners  are  eloquent  evidences  of  the  un- 
wearied fidelity  and  unconquerable  love  of  Union  aud  Liberty  of 
the  soldiers  of  New  York.  The}-  speak  the  silent  yet  impressive 
language  of  a  nation's  redemption  and  destiny.  Under  their  folds 
our  brothers  pledged  eternal  devotion  to  country,  and  leaving  the 
comforts  and  endearments  of  home,  they  went  forth  to  assert  the 
supremacy  of  the  institutions  the  fathers  had  established,  and  to 
maintain  them  against  treason's  great  conspiracy. 

Tradition  and  the  faithful  chronicler  of  events  will  embalm  the 
sublime  truth,  that  the  citizen  soldier  of  the  army  of  the  Republic 
is  the  grandest  embodiment  of  intelligence,  patriotism  and  bra- 
very the  world  has  yet  developed. 

By  them  the' great  experiment  of  self-government  has  been  set- 
tled for  all  people,  in  all  countries  beneath  the  sun.  Our  man- 
hood has  been  elevated  and  strengthened,  and  liberty  and  popular 
institutions  everywhere  recognized  as  a  permanent  outgrowth  of 
American  destiny.  We  now  enter  upon  a  higher  and  nobler 
thought.  We  stand  out  from  the  common  track  of  history — we 
rise  above  the  best  conditions  of  the  past  six  thousand  years,  and 
write  a  new  chapter  in  the  social  and  political  affairs  of  man. 

All  honor  to  the  great  General  who  led  in  triumph,  to  all  the 
noble  officers  and  men,  by  land  and  sea,  who  stood  firm  and 
uncomplaining  amid  the  terrible  strife,  and  thanks  to  the  tried 
patriotism  of  the  people  who  sustained,  upheld  and  cheered  them 
throughout  the  hard  duties  of  the  struggle.  Forever  let  the 
memory  of  the  heroes  who  fell  remain  with  us.  Forever  remem- 
ber with  gratitude  those  who  sacrificed,  suffered  or  lost. 

On  this  anniversary  day — the  day  our  fathers  proclaimed  the 
great  truths  upon  which  a  nation  laid  its  foundation — it  is  most 
proper  v/e  should  assemble  and  re-declare  our  attachment  to  these 


Chief  of  the  B  ur  ea  u  of  Milita  r  j  '  St  a  tistics.  3  55 


OJ. 


principles,  and  our  gratitude  to  the  men  who  have  not  only  sus- 
tained, but  advanced,  the  standards  of  the  Republic,  and  opened 
to  us  a  new  career  of  greater  freedom. 

Barely  has  it  occurred  in  the  history  of  other  nations,  that  the 
grand  idea,  the  sublime  purpose,  which  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
affairs  of  men  had  steadily  kept  in  view,  has  subdued  the  passions 
and  inspired  the  thoughts  of  the  combatants  themselves. 

Nearly  every  page  of  history  has  its  records  of  strife,  turmoil 
and  bloodshed,  often  continuing  for  long  periods,  with  little  inter- 
mission, in  which,  for  the  time  being,  no  great  principle  of  human- 
it}'  seems  to  be  involved.  Personal  ambition,  territorial  aggran- 
dizement, and  religious  fanaticism,  have  each  in  turn  offered  an 
excuse  for  the  aggressions  of  power  upon  weakness. 

People  have  fought  blindly  against  present  despotism,  or 
nations  as  blindly  for  national  existence,  ennobled  by  no  exalted 
idea  of  human  rights,  and  encouraged  by  no  abiding  faith  in  the 
grand  primal  truth,  that  justice  is  born  of  God  and  must  prevail. 
It  is  only  when  ages  have  passed,  that  the  broadest  intellects, 
aided  by  the  philosophy  of  history,  discover  in  this  chaotic  tur- 
moil the  purposes  of  Providence  in  the  affairs  of  the  human  race. 

How  different  the  conflict  in  which  this  nation  has  been  engaged  ! 
To  each  generation  has  been  vouchsafed  the  seed-time  and  harvest 
of  the  principles  it  has  sought  to  establish.  The  germ  of  reli- 
gious and  political  freedom,  planted  at  Plymouth  Rock,  extended 
slowly  at  first,  but  steadily  overspread  the  whole  land.  In  less 
than  seven  years  from  the  enunciation  of  the  sublime  doctrine  of 
civil  rights,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence — seven  years  of 
bloody  war,  in  which  a  nation,  few  in  numbers,  but  strong  in  their 
cause,  struggled  with  a  powerful  mother  country — and  the  suc- 
cess of  every  hope  was  attained.  The  seeds  of  civil  liberty,  sown 
in  strife  and  watered  with  blood,  gave  us  the  harvest  which  we 
have  been  reaping  for  eighty  peaceful  3rears.  What  a  gathering 
of  liberal  sentiment  it  has  been  !  What  national  prosperity  has 
been  ours!  But  if  the  elements  of  our  strength  grew  rapidly 
under  the  auspices  of  the  unparalleled  freedom  of  our  institutions, 
so  likewise  did  the  elements  of  weakness.  You  need  no  recital  of 
events — no  attempts  at  history.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  while 
one  half  the  nation  turned  all  its  energies  to  the  acquisition  of 
•  wealth,  the  other  half  sought  for  power.  Each  pursued  its  object 
with  such  steadiness  of  purpose  and  blind  zeal,  that  in  the  end 
the  North  was  banker  for  the  South,  and  tlm  South  became  the 
keeper  of  the  Northern  political  consciences.  The  events  of  the 
day  are  familiar  to  you  all.  Then  came  this  dreadful  war.  The 
wealth  which  the  North  had  labored  for  with  such  eagerness,  was 
poured  out  by  the  thousands  of  millions,  and  the  noblest  blood 
flowed  like  water,  that  we  might  regain  the  keeping  of  our  con- 
sciences and  the  right  to  assert  the  dearest  civil  and  political 
privileges.  This  is  the  great  victory  over  which  we  rejoice  to- 
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day.  The  right  to  think  and  to  act  up  to  our  highest  conceptions 
of  truth  and  justice.  It  is  success  in  this  cause  which  surrounds 
these  frayed  and  tattered  banners  with  a  glory  which  no  other 
victory  could  give  :  it  enobles  the  heroism  of  their  brave  defend- 
ers and  gives  crowns  of  martyrdom  to  those  who  fell  beneath  their 
shadows. 

We  will  not,  however,  claim  too  much  for  ourselves.  Let  us 
acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God,  whose  providences  arc  mani- 
fest in  all  our  history.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  Puritans,  them- 
selves the  apostles  of  religious  freedom,  were  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake.  The  first  blows  of  the  Kevolution  were  struck 
not  solely  for  freedom,  but  against  despotism.  Four  years  ago  the 
instincts  of  self-preservation  marshaled  our  first  armies  against 
organized  rebellion,  not  for  the  doctrine  of  human  rights.  But 
we  were  not  compelled,  as  other  nations  have  been,  to  grope  our 
way  in  darkness,  blind  to  the  purposes  of  the  Almighty,  till  not 
only  lives  were  lost,  but  whole  generations  had  passed  away  mid 
^nationalities  grown  decrepid  'midst  scenes  of  constant  and  unhope- 
ful strife.  Witness  how  in  this  last,  the  grandest  struggle  in  our 
history,  if  not  in  all  history,  we  were  almost  compelled  to  take 
the  higher  ground! 

These  banners,  advanced  in  so  just  a  cause  as  that  of  national 
unity  and  integrity,  went  forward  seldom,  faltered  often,  and  were 
sometimes  beaten  back.  Not  until  the  divine  right  of  freedom  to 
all  men  was  proclaimed,  centering  in  them  the  hopes  of  manhood 
everywhere,  and  bringing  to  them  the  prayers  of  every  christian 
people,  did  they  go  forth  in  an  almost  uninterrupted  course  from 
victory  to  victory. 

And  now  the  noblest  eulogy  we  can  pronounce  upon  their 
brave  defenders  is,  not  merely  that  they  have  given  release  from 
strife,  but  they  have  uprooted  the  elements  of  civil  discord — not 
that -they  have  protected  our  rights  only,  but  the}7  have  enfran- 
chised a  downtrodden  race — not  that  they  have  preserved  our 
ancient  Constitution  only,  but  they  have  founded  Constitution  and 
government  anew  in  the  principles  of  eternal  justice. 

The  flags  were  then  presented  with  brief  histories,  after 

which  came  the  oration  by  Hev.  E.  H.  Chapin.     We  copy 

the  following    eloquent    extracts  from   the  discourse,   in 

allusion  to  our  gallant  soldiers  and  the  colors  which  they 

bore  : 

Welcome  soldiers,  heroes,  sons  and  defenders  of  the  Eepublic. 
Welcome  the  general  and  commander  of  our  army,  wh.o.se  name' 
need  not  be  spoken,  whose  deeds  have  made  mere  eulogy  pre- 
sumptuous. We  welcome  him,  in  whose  clear  and  compre- 
hensive mind  from  the  first  was  printed  the  map  of  the  entire 
campaign,  and  who,   "  lighting  it  out  on  the  line  ??  of  his  steady 
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purpose,  lias  covered  that  map  with  the  results.  We -welcome 
him  in  whom  the  genius  of  military  achievement  is  seconded  by 
the  genius  of  a  marvelous  patience  ;  in  whom  the  modesty  of  the 
man,  and  the  patriotism  of  the  citizen,  lend  lustre  even  to  the 
fame  of  the  soldier.  His  welcome,  not  only  now,  but  in  all 
coming  time,  is  as  wide  and  sure  as  are  the  liberty  and  Union 
which  he  has  so  triumphantly  served. 

And  we  welcome,  also,  this  long  line  of  heroic  chieftains,  who 
will  staud  in  historic  renown  as  a  chain  of  mountain  peaks  on 
whose  summits  the  sunlight  rests. 

And  with  these,  we  welcome  ever}'  faithful  leader,  every 
soldier — natives  of  our  own  land,  natives  of  every  land — who 
have  poured  and  mingled  their  blood  to  complete  the  priceless 
pledge,  the  ensanguined  heraldry  of  those  great  privileges  which 
are  for  all  nations. 

This  is  a  welcome  that  will  be  sounded  to-day  all  over  the 
land.  Every  loyal  State  of  this  Union  will  give  welcome  to-day 
to  its  bronzed  and  scarred  and  crippled  sons,  and  will  proudly 
gather  up  for  the  contemplation  of  other  generations  the 
memorials  of  their  service  and  their  fame  ;  gather  them  up,  not. 
in  the  temper  of  sectional  exclusiveness,  but  with  the  consecrating 
thought  that  the  gifts  and  sacrifices  of  each  have  secured  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  ;  that  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  State  have 
preserved  the  life  of  the  nation.  In  this  spirit  we  recall  the 
efforts  and  the  contributions  by  which  Xew  York  has  been 
distinguished  in  this  war.  Stop  one  moment  at  the  first  item,  and 
consider  how  much  liberty  costs  as  it  grows,  and  how  its  labors 
increase  as  its  area  widens.  "  The  entire  number  of  Washington's 
army,  rank  and  iile,  present  and  lit  for  duty,"  on  the  12th  of  June 
immediately  preceded  the  4th  of  July,  177 G,  was  about  seven 
thousand.  This  was  the  host  that  was  to  support  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  The  number  which  the  State  of  Xew  York 
alone  has  sent  into  the  field,  to  maintain  and  confirm  the  principles 
of  that  Declaration,  amounts  to  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  men. 

And  where*  have  these  men  been,  and  what  have  they  done  ? 
Ask  those  flags,  and  they  will  tell  the  story.  Enumerate  the 
bloodiest  fields,  the  most  decisive  victories  of  the  war,  and  iiow 
few  will  you  find  where  Xew  York  soldiers  have  not  fought — 
where  Xew  York  soldiers  have  not  fallen  !  Follow  their  foot- 
steps where  Grant  has  led  and  triumphed;  where  Sherman  has 
inarched  and  conquered;  where  Sheridan  has  struck  like  light- 
ning !  Let  the  testimony  to  their  valor  and  their  achieve- 
ment speak  from  Cedar  Mountain  and  Lookout  Mountain,  from 
Antietam  and  Gettsyburg,  from  Coal  Harbor,  from  Eiuggold 
and  Hope  Church,  from  Teach  Tree  Creek,  from  the  Wilderness, 
from  Fort  Fisher,  from  Atlanta,  from  Savannah,  from  conflicts 
even  to  name  which  would  be  an  oration,  from  the  first  hour  of 
the  war  to  the  last,  from  the  bloody  day  of  Baltimore  to  the  sur- 
render of  Lee  and  Johnson.     And  has  it  ever  been  considered  that 
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it  was  only  by  sordid  elements  and  material  greatness  that  New 
York  earned  her  title  of  "Empire  State?"  That  it  was  only 
"because  her  metropolis  was  mighty  in  commerce,  and  her  fields 
were  rich  with  wheat  ?  See  whether  she  who  has  borne  the  title 
does  not  deserve  the  honor.  For  lo  !  her  city's  wealth  has  been 
transmuted  into  sacrificial  gold,  and  her  fertile  harvest  fields  have 
yielded  men* 

The  heroes  returning  from  those  fields  we  welcome,  and  they 
will  find  that  republics  are  not  ungrateful.  But  there  are  those 
who  went  with  them  and  who  will  not  return.  These  too  are  to 
be  welcomed,  but  not  here.  They  have  been  promoted.  They 
have  gone  where  the  private's  humble  faithfulness  shines  brighter 
than  the  general's  stars.  They  have  fallen  into  the  ranks  of  the 
defenders  and  martyrs  of  Liberty,  whose  memories  move  through 
the  ages  of  history  and  "  whose  souls  are  marching  on."  Their 
graves  lie  thick  and  lowly.  Time  and  nature  will  weave  for  them 
their  consecrating  processes.  The  southern  soil  that  drank  their 
blood  will  deal  as  kindly  with  their  ashes;  the  southern  dews  will 
weep  above  them  as  gently  as  though  they  lay  in  their  own  village 
church-yards,  and  close  by  their  northern  homes.  Grass  and  grain 
will  cover  them.  Winter  will  decorate  their  resting  places  as 
with  monumental  marble,  and  summer  will  spread  over  them  its 


flowers  of  red,  white  and  blue.     The  labors  of  the  husbandman 
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may  obliterate  them,  and  in  the  peaceful  years  to  come  it  may  be 
difficult  to  discriminate  the  hillocks  of  the  dead,,  but  the  power  of 
their  sacrifice  will  circulate  in  the  life  of  the  nation.  And  where- 
ever  our  groups  of  heroes  rest,  there  will  continually  rise  a  testi- 
mony glorious  as  that  which  spoke  from  the  graves  of  Ther- 
mopylae :  "Tell  the  Lacedemonians  that  we  lie  here,  in  obedience 
to  their  orders." 

In  the  list  of  those  from  our  own  State  who  have  fallen,  we 
might  appropriately  designate  the  names  of  Sumner  and  Mitchell, 
of  Rice  and  Bidwell — but  where  would  we  end  ?  Many  here, 
without  being  accused  of  invidious  regard,  will  linger  with  tearful 
emotion  upon  the  noble  life  and  the  gallant  death  of  Lewis  Bene- 
dict. And  the  circumstance  will  excuse  me  for  specifying,  where 
so  many  might  be  specified,  another  memorable  martyr  of  the 
State. 

It  was  not  merely  that  he  sacrificed  his  bodily  life  from  his  con- 
victions of  duty  and  from  his  love  of  country — the  poorest  soldier 
who  fell  in  the  ranks  has  made  that  costly  sacrifice  :  but  that, 
holding  as  he  did  ample  possessions,  linking  rich  meadows  with 
flourishing  towns,  and  spread  over  many  fertile  fields,  he  rejected 
the  allurements  that  might  have  appealed  irresistibly  to  such  as 
he.  He  felt  that  life  was  more  than  abundant  opportunities  for 
enjoyment  and  ease.  lie  felt  that  his  life  was  in  devotion  to  prin- 
ciple, and  that  it  was  bound  up  with  the  destiny  of  the  nation. 
Thus,  those  lands  so  marvelously  rich  by  nature,  so  marvelously 
rich  in  fortune,  will  be  richer  now  in  history,  and  the  beautiful 
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valley  of  the  Genesee  will  perennially  blossom  with  the  memory  of 
James  Wadsworth. 

There  are  other  martyrs  concerning  whom  I  dare  not  speak  at 
length,  lest  the  heat  of  a  righteous  indignation  should  dry  up  the 
genial  charities  of  the  hour.  Wan,  wasted,  seared  in  body  and  in 
brain,  they  come  up  before  us — those  martyrs  of  the  Southern 
prisons  ;  whose  lot  has  been  more  terrible  than  the  lot  of  those 
who  fell  in  the  field,  whose  mental  death  and  long  drawn  a^onv 
made  merciful  in  comparison  death  by  bullet  and  by  steel.  Fitly 
are  they  associated  in  our  commemoration  of  our  earlier  history, 
martyrs  of  the  prisons  and  prison  ships  of  Charleston  and  St. 
Augustine,  the  sugar  houses  of  New  York  and  those  whose  bones  lay 
bleaching  on  the  shores  of  Wallabout  bay.  These  gather  around 
you,  ye  who  have  gone  up  from  yonder  cells  of  inexpressible, 
indiscribablc  torture,  and  you  are  acknowledged  as  fellow  laborers 
and  fellow  sufferers  with  them  in  behalf  of  the  common  heritage. 
Martyrs  of  the  field,  martyrs  of  disease,  martyrs  of  the  prisons; 
yes,  martyrs  of  the  home,,  too,  whose  hearts  beat  heavily  under  all 
this  public  joy,  whose  shadows  and  vacant  places  no  festal  light 
can  brighten,  to  you  we  pay  the  tribute  of  commemoration. 

And  now  let  the  ilags  be  gathered  up  and  fixed  in  the  archives 
of  honor.  Mute  as  they  are,  they  are  the  true  and  eloquent 
orators  of  the  occasion.  Faded  and  torn,  still  they  blaze  with 
imperishable  renown.  They  fan  us  with  the  breath  of  victorious 
battles.  They  have  been  wafted  by  the  sighs,  the  prayers,  the 
hopes  of  a  struggling  people.  They  have  inspired  the  spirit  of 
heroes.  The  souls  of  martyrs  have  ascended  beneath  their  folds. 
Let  them  be  gathered  up,  that  our  children's  children  may  read  from 
them  the  lessons  of  this  critical  yet  glorious  time.  Let  them  long 
rest  through  quiet  and  prosperous  seasons,  as  proofs  and  tokens 
that  the  true  object-  of  war  is  honorable  and  enduring  peace  ;  but 
ready,  in  peace  or  war,  as  loyal  satellities,  to  follow  "  Old  Glory," 
the  llag  of  the  Republic,  as  under  Providence,  it  leads  and  shall 
continue  to  lead,  the  upward  and  onward  march  of  the  nations. 

An  account  of  the  proceedings  was  subsequently  pre- 
pared under  the  the  direction  of  the  chief  of  Bureau,  and 
a  limited  number  of  copies  printed  for  distribution.  Since 
the  presentation,  as  above,  I  have  acknowledged  the 
reception  of  many  additional  colors,  deposited  by  returned 
regiments  or  by  individuals  to  whom  they  were  entrusted 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  A  history  of  all  flags  now  in 
charge  of  the  department,  as  complete  as  it  has  been 
possible  to  render  it,  with  the  data  in  our  possession,  will 
be  found  in  the  present  report. 
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Histories  of  Regiments. 
The  historical  sketches  of  New  York  State  regimental 
organizations  are  contained  in  the  appendices  to  this  report. 
Materials  for  a  full  account  of  the  organization,  marches 
and  engagements  of  every  regiment,  battery,  troop  and 
company  raised  in  the  State  are  accumulating  by  contri- 
butions from  officers  and  enlisted  men  connected  with 
their  service*  On  the  complete  publication  of  the  sketches 
now  printed  in  the  annual  reports  of  this  Bureau,  it  is 
believed  that  an  aggregate  of  regimental  history  will  exist 
such  as  is  not  presented  by  any  other  State. 

War  Prisoners'  Narratives. 
Many  interesting  letters  from  New  York   volunteers, 
who  were  prisoners  of  war  during  any  time  of  the  rebel- 
lion, were  received  last  year,  in  answer  to  the  following 
circular: 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  ) 

Bureau  of  Military  Statistics,       } 
Albany,  September  dth}  1867.  J 
To  the  late  New  York  Volunteer  Officers  and  Soldiers,  and   to 
Citizens  generally: 

The  House  of  .Representatives  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  having 
appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  "treatment  of  prisoners 
of  war  and  union  citizens  held  by  the  confederate  authorities  dur- 
ing the  late  rebellion,"  and  it  being  known  that  many  thousands 
of  New  York  State  volunteers  were  confined  in  Southern  prisons 
at  various  periods,  it  is  requested  that  all  citizens  and  discharged 
soldiers  of  this  State,  who  are  cognizant  of  facts  relating  to  such 
prisoners,  will  furnish  to  this  Bureau  without  delay  the  following 
items  of  information,  viz: 

Firstly — The  name  and  address  of  the  informant. 
Secondly — The  name  of  the  prisoner-of-war  (if  other  than  the 
informant),  his  age.  occupation,  rank  in  service,  regiment,  company 
or  ship,  and  present  P.  O.  address  (if  living),  with  a  full  statement 
of  all  incidents  and  experience  of  prison  life  and  treatment  within 
the  nersonal  knowledge  of  the  writer. 

Bv  order  of  Governor  Fenton, 

A.  J.  H.  DUG  ANNE, 

Col.  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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The  narratives  have  been  filed  as*  received,  and  a  few 
of  the  most  important  ones  will  be  found  in  this  report: 

Statements  of  War  Expenses. 
The  tables  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  towns  and 
counties,  as  compiled  from  reports  of  Supervisors  and 
Treasurers  of  counties,  are  submitted  in  this  report  as  far 
as  received.  They  embrace  complete  returns  from  seven 
.  hundred  and  seventy-one  towns,  and  partial  returns  from 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  towns,  leaving  only  twenty- 
five  towrns  to  hear  from.  Also  complete  returns  from 
forty-seven  counties,  and  partial  returns  from  twelve 
counties,  leaving  one  county  (Monroe)  from  which  no 
report  has  been  received.  The  partial  returns  are  those 
which  bring  down  the  figures  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments to  December  31,  1864.  The  complete  returns 
show  the  balance  of  war  debts  to  January  1,  1866. 

Academical  Volunteers. 
Reports  from  the  Principals  of  Academies  of  the  State, 
showing  the  number  of  members  of  the  institutions  who 
volunteered  during  the  war,  will  be  found  among  the 
appendices.  They  are  taken  at  random  from  returns  on 
file,  and  serve  to  suggest  the  value  of  intelligence  which 
was  so  noteworthy  a  feature  of  our  State  soldiers  in  the 
majority  of  regimental  organizations. 

Transactions  and  Service. 
Since  the  presentation  of  the  last  annual  report  of  this 
Bureau,  returns  have  been  received  from  nearly  all  the 
Towns  in  the  State,  of  Town  Military  Records,  comprising 
the  personal  histories  of  volunteers.  By  means  of  these 
Records,  the  services  of  New  York  Soldiers  is  traced 
throughout  the  war,  with  statements  more  or  less  full, 
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concerning   their    birth-places,  ancestry,  families,    occu- 
pations and  bounties  received. 

0/  Individual  Military  Histories — (Officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates) — belonging  to  the  record  of 
our  State  service,  and  exclusive  of  town  clerks'  reports,- 
there  have  been  received  1,800.     Biographic  sketches  are 
continued  in  the  present  Report. 

Of  Regimental  Reports,  giving  the  details  of  organization 
and  service,  a  large  number  have  been  received  and  are 
on  file. 

Circulars  and  Blanks,  sent  out  to  regiments,  companies, 
batteries  and  to  individuals,  6,500. 

Letters  received  and  answered,  3,000.  Individual 
histories  entered  on  registry  books,  7,000.  Circulars  and 
cards  sent  to  post-masters,  5,000.  Circulars  and  cards 
sent  to  newspapers,  500.  Number  of  persons  visiting  the 
Bureau,  20,000. 

Of  General  Orders  and  Circulars  received  from  United 
States  Military  Departments  and  placed  on  file  in  this 
Bureau,  2,200* 

Of  photographic  likenesses  of  soldiers,  about  2,000  have 
been  received  since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  accompa- 
nying personal  military  histories,  and  are  placed  on  file. 

Military  Record  Fund. 
The  cash  paid  in  for  the  "Hall  of  Military  Records," 
from  January  1st,  1SG7,  to  January  5th,  18G8,  was  $11,- 
482.83,   which  amount  has  been  deposited   in   the  State 
treasury. 

Flags  and  Memorials. 
There  have  been  received  since  the  date  of  the  last  report 
eighty  flags  of  New  York  regiments,   comprising   in    all 
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about  nine  hundred  battle  flags  deposited  in  charge  cf  the 
Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 

Relics  and  trophies  in  large  numbers  have  been  added 
by  contributions  to  the  collection.  Among  others  is  a 
model  of  Fort  Steadman.  Specimens  of  gabions  and  fas- 
cines, and  also  the  fl ag-st all  used  by  General  Grant  at  his 
headquarters  at  City  Point,  Va.  For  this  last  momento 
the  State  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Major  E.  B.  Knox, 
A.  Q.  M ,  U.  S.  A.,  who  presented  it.  The  Chief  of  Bureau 
acknowledges  the  liberality  of  the  Old  Dominion  Steam- 
ship Company,  in  forwarding  the  staff  from  City  Point  to 

New  York,  as  also  to  Capt.  of  the  propeller  John 

Taylor,  who  delivered  it  in  Albany  free  of  charge. 

Other  presentations  made  during  the  year  are  acknow- 
ledged in  the  list  of  war  relics,  which  closes  the  appendices 
to  the  report. 

In  Conclusion 
I  may  remark  that  the  public  interest  in  the  work  and 
collection  of  this  department  continues  to  increase,  as  is 
manifest  in  the  great  number  of  strangers  who  daily  visit 
the  flag  room  and  inspect  the  records.  The  Bureau  of 
Military  Statistics  is  looked  upon  with  pride  by  the  friends 
and  kindred  of  New  York  volunteers,  and  regarded  with 
deep  interest  by  the  veterans  themselves,  as  a  grateful 
evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  her  soldiers  by  the  com- 
monwealth. 

A.  J.  II.  DUGANNE, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


■ 


F 


HISTORIES  OF  REGIMENT'S. 


THE  FIFTY-THIRD  REGIMENT,  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 


The  New  York  Fifty-Third,  more  properly  known  during  its 
organization  by  the  title  of  D'Epineuil  Zouaves,  was  formed  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1861.  Several  of  the  companies  were 
recruited  in  western  New  York.  The  commander,  Col.  Lionel  J. 
D'Epineuil,  had  been  a  naval  officer  in  the  French  service,  and 
the  Lieut. -Colonel,  J.  Viguier  de  Monteil,  was  an  officer  of  Artillery 
in  France,  who  had  left  that  country  for  political  reasons.  The 
uniforms  adopted  for  the  regiment  were  copied  from  that  of  the 
Imperial  Zouaves,  and  presented  a  showy  appearance.  The 
recruiting  office  in  the  citv  was  on  Cedar  street,  and  the  men  were 
stationed  at  Staten  Island,  where  they  established  an  encampment, 
styling  it  "Camp  Lesley,"  in  honor  of  the  chief  clerk  in  the  War 
Department. 

The  regiment  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of  war  on 
Friday  the  eighth  of  November.  The  day  previous  was  made 
memorable  by  the  presentation  of  a  stand  of  colors  by  the  French 
ladies  of  New  lrork.  The  occasion  was  duly  observed  by  reli- 
gious ceremonies,  the  chaplain  officiating  and  blessing  the  flags  as 
they  were  received. 

A  report  of  the  presentation  says:  "The  camp  presented  as 
gay  and  martial  an  appearance  as  could  be  depicted,  every  interval 
between  the  tents  being  lined  with  a  double  row  of  fir  trees,  trans- 
planted for  the  purpose  within  the  space  of  twenty-six  hours; 
arches  and  festoons  of  flowers  and  evergreens,  spanning  and  inter- 
lacing the  streets,  which  in  some  instances  bore  the  most  curious 
names.  For  instance,  Rue  Side  tam-tam,  a  name  which  recalled 
reminiscences  of  Algeria;  Rue  Solferino,  which  at  once  made  the 
thoughts  return  to  t lie  glorious  fields  of  the  late  Italian  campaign. 
One  arch  was  inscribed  with  the  following  noble  words:  'If  our 
country  calls,  the  rest  are  ready;'  another,  'Union  forever.'     Four 
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broken  Corinthian  columns,  with  finely  wrought  pedestals,  wreath- 
ed with  flowers,  huge  urns,  of  classic  shape,  represented  an  Italian 
ruin.  A  fine  stand  or  altar  was  raised  in  the  foreground  for  the 
performance  of  the  ceremony.  The  priest  in  his  robes  awaited  the 
commencement  of  the  proceedings.  The  men  drawn  up  in  line, 
with  a  beautiful  band  playing  popular  operatic  airs,  banners 
flaunting  in  the  breeze,  and  numbers  of  well  dressed  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  had  come  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  inter- 
esting ceremony,  presented  a  scene  which  once  beheld  could  nevor- 
be  forgotten.  But  the  unmerciful  rain  just  at  that  point  came 
down  with  a  fury  most  terrible,  and  the  order  was  given  to  the 
men  to  disperse  and  seek  the  shelter  of  their  tents,  which  was  at 
once  complied  with,  and  with  a  hearty  cheer  they  made  a  rush  for 
their  shelter.  The  distinguished  officer,  who  has  given  his  name 
to  the  regiment,  and  to  whose  unwearied  exertions  its  suc- 
cess is  due,  is  a  very  soldierly  looking  man,  seemingly  about 
thirty-live  years  of  age.  A  native  of  France,  he  entered  the  ser- 
vice while  quite  young,  and  in  that  admirable  school  for  the 
attainment  of  military  knowledge  and  experience  he  passed  seven- 
teen years  of  his  life.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  ho 
hastened  to  offer  his  services  to  the  government,  proposing  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  zouaves,  on  the  model  of  those  which  have 
w^on  such  renown  in  the  French  army,  and  received  authority  to 
do  so.     The  Fifty -third  regiment  is  the  result  of  his  labors." 

The  regiment  numbered  eight  hundred,  and  was  officered   as 
follows: 

Colonel Lionel  J.  D'Epineuil. 

Lieut  .-Colonel J.  Viguier  de  Monte.il. 

Major J.  B.  Cantel. 

Surgeon , Henry  J.  Phillips. 

Quartermaster » John  C.  Merriam. 

Adjutant Victor  Yifquain. 

NON-COMMISSIOXF.D  STAFF. 

QuarUrraaster-Sergeant Frank  A.  Davis. 

Serge  rat-Major George  Boulanger. 

Commissary-Sergeant J.  B.  Smith. 

Captain  L st  Co.,  F.  W.Willard.  Captain    7th  Co.,  Frederick  Cohen. 
2d   Co.,  KrncstFiston.  8th  Co.,  Arthur  ll'olden. 

3d   Co.,  W.  VST.  Armstrong.  9th  Co.,  George  F.  Chester. 

4th  Co.,  Henry  Scott.  10th  Co., Duvotan 

Gth  Co.,  Alfred  Cipriani. 

Owing  to  delays,  the  iirst  battalion  of  the  regiment  did  not  leave 
New  York  until  the    18th,     The  other  companies  did  not  follow 
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until  some  clays  afterwards.  Its  subsequent  history  is  hardly  such 
as  would  he  gratifying  to  the  numerous  friends  of  the  regiment. 
It  was  but  imperfectly  organized,  and  speedily  the  demoralization 
become  so  great  that  the  War  Department  ordered  it  to  be  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service.  But,  before  this  unfortunate  event,  the 
regiment  participated  in  the  active  duties  of  military  life. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  delineate  justly  the  particulars  of  a 
controversy.  The  regiment  consisted  of  French,  Americans,  and 
one  company  of  Indians  from  the  Tuscarora  reservations.  They 
did  not  receive  their  pay  punctually,  and  this  operated  discour- 
agiugly.  Although  1,500  men  enrolled  themselves,  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  900  were  kept  together  to  repair  to  the  seat  of  war. 
The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of  General  John  G. 
Foster,  and  was  placed  under  command  of  General  Burnside. 
They  set  out  to  join  his  expedition  to  North  Carolina,  but  were 
unable  to  cross  the  bar  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 

They  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to 
Annapolis  and  went  into  camp  at  Fort  Severn,  suffering  severely 
from  sickness  contracted  on  their  voyage.  They  were  again  sent 
to  Suffolk,  where  they  remained  for  several  months. 

The  rebels  were  expelled  from  Roanoke  Island  on  the  8th  of 
February.  On  this  occasion  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monteil  took  a 
carbine  and  going  to  the  headquarters  of  the  New  York  Ninth,  ten- 
dered his  services  to  the  commander,  Colonel  Rush  C.  Hawkins. 
The  two  repaired  together  to  the  field  of  action.  After  loading 
and  discharging  his  piece  several  times,  an  order  was  again  to  the 
Ninth  to  charge.  Immediately  he  sprang  forward,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  a  bullet  struck  him  in  the  mouth  and  he  fell  dead. 

The  body  was  sent  to  New  York,  where  the  funeral  ceremonies 
were  performed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cummings.* 

•  Joseph  Antoine  Viguier  dc  Monteil,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifty-third  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S. 
V.,  wai  born  iu  Franco,  at  Toulon,  department  of  Vas,  on  the  1 1th  of  June,  ISIS,  II is  father, 
Vincent  Barthelemy  Viguier,  was  a  captain  in  the  marine  artillery.  His  me.ther's  namo 
is  Josephine  do  Monteil.  Roth  families  arc  very  ancient  and  were  once  very  vrealthyj 
but,  as  were  many  others,  were  ruined  during  the  revolution  of  17So.  Yet  the  lieutecant- 
oolonel's  father  wa»  still  in  very  good  circumstances  -when  ho  married.  He  had  seen  a 
great  deal  of  active  service,  was  mado  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Trafalgar,  and  taken  to  Kng- 
lacd,  from  whence  he  managed  to  escape  with  several  other  prisoners.  Returned  to 
France,  he  married.  He  had  thirteen  children — the  eldest  v,as  the  lieutenant-colonel. 
Two  only  are  living  now — daughters;  one  in  Paris  with  her  mother,  the  other  in  Toulon. 

The  education  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  was  made  in  the  colleges  of  Toulon  and  Lorient. 
He  always  distinguished  himself  in  mathematics,  for  which  he  had  a  great  taste.  His 
father  destined  him  for  the  navy,  but  he  preferred  artillery,  and  enlisted  in  his  father's 
regiment.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  several  times  to  go  to  the  French  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  whero   the  marine  artillery  is  usually  garrisoned.     In  1S33  ho  went  to  Mexico 
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The  subsequent  history  of  the  regiment  is  brief.  Becoming 
reduced  by  desertion  to  less  than  four  hundred  men,  it  was 
ordered  to  Washington  and  formally  disbanded.  Company  A 
was  transferred  to  the  New  York  Seventeenth.  The  residue  of 
the  battalion  either  enlisted  in  other  regiments  or  dispersed. 
Three  of  the  officers — Capt.  Cipriani,  Lieut.  Victor  Vifqucrin  and 
Lieut.  Maurice  de  Beaumont,  were  captured  by  rebel  pickets 
and  conveyed   to   Richmond,  where  they  joined  the  rebel  army. 


with  the  expedition  of  Admiral  Baudin  and  Prince  de  Joinvillo,  and  fought  at  the  attack 
of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa.  He  became  first  lieutenant,  and  was  to  be  raised  to  the  rank  of 
captain  when  the  revolution  of  1813  broke  out.  Then,  without  thinking  of  his  military 
career,  he  came  to  Paris  and  mixed  with  politics.  An  ardent  and  devoted  republican — a 
lover  of  freedom,  which  he  always  advocated,  be  could  not  think  that  it  would  be  con- 
fid^red  a  crime,  and  that  a  revolution,  saluted  by  so  many  with  tears  of  enthusiasm, 
would  so  soou  be  confiscated  to  the  profit  of  one  man;  that  under  a  government  called 
republican,  republicans  would  be  hunted  liko  enemies,  imprisoned,  exiled.  When  the 
"  coup  de  etat  "  of  1851  broke  out,  Viguier  de  Monteil,  who  had  been  living  in  Paris  ever 
fince  1848,  fought  in  the  streets  against  the  new  depotism  that  wanted  to  stifle  liberty 
again.  Every  one  knows  the  history  of  that  last  revolution,  when  a  handful  of  resolute 
men  kept  three  days  in  check  the  armies  of  the  President,  who  thought  himself  lost  for  a 
time,  and  whose  carriages  were  in  readiness  to  take  him  away  from  that  city  which  dared 
to  revolt  against  his  good  will.  But  even  courage  and  enthusiasm  have  a  term.  Men  aro 
but  men,  and,  when,  after  three  days  of  Lard  fighting,  the  heroes  of  the  barricades  found 
themselves  abandoned  by  their  friends,  exhausted,  and  without  ammunition,  they  had  to 
give  up  in  despair.  Some  were  taken  prisoners,  and  many  of  them  were  not  seen  after- 
wurds;  some,  but  very  few,  were  happy  enough  to  escape. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Viguier  de  Monteil  managed  to  hide  himself  at  first,  but  was  found 
and  arrested;  he  wculd  probably  have  paid  with  his  life  for  his  love  of  liberty,  if,  by  dint 
cf  exertions,' a  friend  had  not  found  means  to  free  him.  The  gaols  were  then  so  full  of 
prisoners  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  know  who  they  were,  so  great  was  the  confusion. 
The  friend  in  question,  who  was  a  lady,  did  so  much  that  sho  had  the  good  fortune  to 
obtain  his  examination  before  the  proofs  of  his  culpability  reached  the  judge,  and  he  was 
5et  free.  Two  days  after  they  tried  again  to  arrest  him,  but  this  time  ho  was  safe,  and 
three  months  later  his  friends  succeeded  in  making  him  tlee  to  Belgium,  where  he  was  not 
allowed  to  remaiu,  and  which  he  left  for  London.  Then  commenced  for  him  the  hard 
life  of  the  exile,  who  finds  himself  in  a  foreign  land,  his  heart  bleeding  for  the  loss  of  his 
country,  of  his  friends,  and  more  than  all  this,  who  fees  the  beloved  land  of  his  birth  tho 
prey  of  the  wicked,  and  its  defenders  slandered,  ruined,  exiled,  murdered.  No  one  can 
realize  the  bitter  pangs,  the  dreadful  sufferings  which  tear  a  man's  heart  at  such  a  sight, 
when  he  is  unable  to  fight  any  more  against  tyranny.  The  young  girl  who  had  been  happy 
enough  to  secure  tho  liberty  of  Viguier  de  Monteil,  and  who  was  then  his  betrothed,  came 
to  London  to  marry  him,  in  spite  of  tho  unwillingness  of  his  parents,  and  they  were 
united  in  marriage  on  the  25th  of  December,  1S52.  Abandoned  both  by  their  families, 
they  had  to  struggle  against  misfortune;  but  God  and  "their  mutual  love  sustained  them. 
A  brother  of  his  wife,  who  had  been  living  in  Now  Orleans  for  a  number  of  years,  wrote  to 
engage  them  to  come  to  this  country,  where  the  exile  finds  a  home — where  all  those  who 
have  intelligence  and  energy  can  live — where  all  are  equal  and  free.  They  left  London 
for  New  York  on  the  Sth  of  May,  1853,  and  arrived  on  the  13th  of  Juno.  Yellow  fever 
sva«  raging  in  New  Orleans  when  they  were  ready  to  start  for  that  place,  and  they  decided 
not  to  go  south  before  winter.  They  never  went.  It  is  then  that  began  for  Viguier  do 
Monteil  the  real  life  of  tho  poor  emigrant.  That  man,  who  had  never  known  manual 
labor,  refined  and  accustomed  to  the  best  society,  did  not  disdain  to  work  with  his  hands; 
he  worked  at  tho  Crystal  Palace;  then  afterwards  learned  tho  trade  of  a  printer,  and  was 
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One  of  these  was  a  cousin  of  M.  Mercier,  the  French  Minister  at 
Washington. 

A  second  regiment  bearing  the  sam$  number,  under  command  of 
Col.  George  A.  Buckingham,  former  Major  of  the  Sevcnty-fir^t  New 
York  State  militia,  wa*>  begun  in  1862,  and  named  the  Vosburgh 
Chasseurs,  in  honor  of  Colonel  Vosburgh.  The  regiment  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  "  lied  House,"  in  Harlem,  and  attached  to  the  Eagle 
brigade,  under  Gen.  F.  B.  Spinola.  It  was  finally  disbanded,  and 
its  recruits  added  to  the  New  York  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
second  and  the  Third  Metropolitan  Guard. 


occupied  in  a  printing  office  during  a  whole  winter.  At  last  he  succeeded  in  finding  a  sit- 
uation in  a  school;  ho  subsequently  went  to  Newport,  U.  I.,  where  ho  stayed  about  two 
years  a3  a  teacher  of  French  and  mathematics.  Bad  days  were  over  for  him;  when  he 
returned  io  New  York  he  had  enough  of  friends  to  be  certain  to  make  an  honorable  living 
by  teaching,  and  when  the  rebellion  broke  out  ho  had  a  very  fine  position. 

At  the  first  news  of  the  great  rebellion,  his  old  military  spirit  revived,  for  he  was  born 
a  soldier.  Moreover,  he  loved  devotedly  this  country,  where  he  had  found  the  realization 
of  all  his  dreams  of  liberty.  Ti  e  position  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  regiment,  then  in 
formation,  was  tendered  to  him,  and  he  accepted  it  on  the  Sth  of  August,  lSGi.  From 
that  date  he  worked  day  and  night  for  the  welfare  of  that  regiment.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  an  extended  reference  should  be  made  to  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment. 
There  are  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  his  conduct  in  many  particulars,  and  any 
statement  that  might  be  made  in  a  sketch  of  this  character  would  more  properly  belong 
elsewhere.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  no  reproach  has  ever  been  attached  to  Lieut. - 
Col.  Viguier  de  Monteil.  He  felt  too  deeply  the  responsibility  resting  upon  him  as  a. 
Frenchman  to  do  aught  that  would  bo  a  reproach  to  his  nationality. 

When  General  Burnside's  expedition  left  Annapolis  in  January,  18f>2,  the  regiment 
was  sent  away,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  obtained  leave  to  volunteer  in  the  expedition. 
His  old  military  spirit  and  sense  of  honor  suffered  of  the  shame  inflicted  on  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  from  that  moment  he  resolved  to  die  or  to  prove  that  he  was 
not  to  be  involved  with  those  men  who  only  sought  money  or  military  honors.  His  letters 
to  his  wifo  are  full  of  regrets  and  hopes ;  regrets  that  a  regiment  regarded  as  French  should 
be  so  disgraced;  hopes  of  redeeming  its  honor  by  somo  action  of  eclat.  Life  was  nothing  to 
him;  love  for  his  country,  enthusiasm  for  its  cause,  were  the  only  sentiments  that  ani- 
mated his  soul  On  the  morning  of  the  battle  of  Roanoke  (February  S,  1SG2),  he  landed 
with  the  Ninth  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.  (Hawkin's  Zouaves),  armed  with  a  carbine,  and 
determined  to  fight  as  a  private.  He  refused  to  serve  in  the  staff,  as  Gen.  Burnsido" 
wanted  him  to  do,  and  declined  to  command  the  left  wing  of  the  Twenty-first  P«,egiment  Mass. 
Volunteers,  whose  lieutenant  colonel  commanding  (A.  C.  Maggi)  was  his  friend.  it  No," 
eaid  ho  to  him,  "I  hold  my  commission  from  New  York  State,  I  will  go  with  a  Now  York 
regiment."  He  wanted  to  merit  his  grade  and  to  show  his  disinterestedness.  After  hav- 
ing fought  for  some  time  at  the  first  rank  of  the  Ninth,  he  fell  dead,  struck  by  a  bullet 
which  penetrated  his  brain,  whilst  urging  his  men  to  advance  and  to  charge. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  18G2,  the  last  honors  were  paid  to  tho  remains  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  de  Monteil.  The  preliminary  services  were  held  at  the  residence  of  his  widow, 
No.  166  East  Thirty-third  street,  Rev.  Dr.  Cutnmings  officiating.  Tho  remains  were  laid 
out  in  a  leaden  coffin,  encased  in  rosewood,  handsomely  ornamented  and  bearing  the  follow- 
ing inscription  :  "A.  J.  Viguier  de  Monteil,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifty-third  N.  Y.  V.  ;  died 
Sth  February,  1S62  ;  aged  43  years,  7  months  and  25  days."  The  coffin  was  suitably  deco- 
rated with  the  stars  a?&l  stripes,  and  on  it  lay  the  cap,  belt  and  sword  of  tho  deceased. 
The  lid  was  closed  and  tho  leaden  covering  soldered,  on  account  of  tho  decomposed  state 
of  the  remains. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  an  order  issued  by  General  Burusidoj  in  which  he  named 
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THE  FIFTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT,  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Fifty-fourth  regiment  while  organizing,  was  called  the  Hiram 
Barney  Rifles,  in  honor  of  the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York. 
It  was  recruited  under  Colonel  Eugene  A.  Kozlay.  The  encamp- 
ment of  the  regiment  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hudson  City, 
New  Jersey,  Few  events  of  interest  occurred  while  it  was  in 
camp;  the  companies  were  filled  about  the  middle  of  November, 
1SGL 

The  principal  officers  of  the  Barney  Rifles,  as  given  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1862,  were  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Eugene  A.  Kozlav;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Charles  Ashby 


one   of   the   eapturcd  batteries   after   Lieutenant-Colouel  Monteil,  and  spoke  in  terms  of 
high  commendation  of  the  gallantry  of  the  deceased : 

HEADQUARTERS    DEPARTMENT  OF  N'ORTK   CAROLINA,   ) 

Roanoke  Island,  February  16,  1862.      £ 
General  Order  No.  10. 

In  giving  the  name  of  Do  Monteil  to  one  of  the  batteries  captured  in  the  action  of  the 
Sth,  the  commanding  general  desired  to  express  his  deep  respect  for  the  memory  of  a- 
gallant  soldier. 

Among  the  bravest  of  the  band  who  fought  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  was  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Viguier  de  Monteil,  Fifty  -third  regiment  New  York  volunteers.  Finding  his 
regiment  absent,  he  proffered  his  services  as  a  volunteer,  and  fought  bravely  in  the  van 
till  struck  dead  in  the  v^ry  moment  of  victory.  He  fell,  leaving  the  memory  of  his  hero- 
ism as  a  legacy  to  his  family,  and  as  an  example  to  his  fellow-soldiers. 
Ly  command  of  Brig. -Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside. 

LEWIS  RICHMOND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  widow  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Monteil  has  received  the  following  letter  from  Colonel 
Hawkins,  of  the  Hawkins  Zouaves  (Ninth  New  York  regiment).  It  was  written  as  a  pri- 
vate note,  but  we  commit  no  impropriety  in  making  public  the  most  interesting  facts  which 
it  contain*  in  relation  to  the  last  hours  of  the  heroic  officer. 

Steamer  Virginia,  off  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C,  ) 
February  13,   1662.  S 

Dear  Madame:  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  greatest  sadness  that  I  am  compelled  to  inform 
you  of  the  death  of  your  much-beloved  husband.  He  had  volunteered  to  go  out  with  me 
to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Sth  inst.  We  were  together  when  wo  entered  the  field, 
and  we  T\ere  near  each  other  until  he  fell. 

The  last  1  taw  of  him  alive  he  was  standing  on  a  fallen  tree  urging  my  men  on  to  tho 
charge.  The  last  words  I  heard  him  utter  were  :  "  Chargez  mes  enfans — ckargez  Zouaves'." 
No  soldier  ever  more  gallantly  acted  or  more  nobly  fell.  He  was  the  bravest  of  the  brave 
and  truly  patriotic,  and  died  in  one  of  the  best  causes  for  which  man  has  ever  fought. 

Your  husband  had  been  on  board  of  this  ship  with  us  since  the  expedition  left  Hatteras, 
nnd  had  won  all  our  hearts.  His  character  was  known  and  esteemed  by  all.  and  he  died 
deeply  lacuentedtby  all  the  orfieers  and  men  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  If  you  wish 
me  to  do  anything  for  you.  I  am  yours  to  command.  I  shall  do  mv  utmost  to  have  tho 
remains  sent  to  you  for  burial. 

I  am,  dear  madam,  with  great  sympathv,  most  faithfully  your  friend, 

RUSH  C.  HAWKINS,  Colonel  Hawkins  Zouaves. 
To  Mid.  V.  de  Monteil,  IC6  East  Thirty-third  street,  New  York  city. 

Lieut.  Col.  Viguier  de  Monteil  was  not  only  the  good  patriot,  the  sincere  republican 
aud  the  brave  .-oilier  I  describe:  he  was  an  upright  and  a  kind  man,  so  honest  that  one 
might  almost  say  that  he  exaggerated  honesty,  and  so  kind  that  he  could  write  to  a  friend, 
to  whom  he  was  recommending  his  wife,  in  case  he  should  be  killed:  "I  never  harmed 
any  one,  and  I  did  good  whenever  I  could.  If  I  am  to  bo  killed  in  the  next  conflict,  I 
shall  die  without  fear,  tranquil  and  hopeful,  only  regretting  to  leave  my  wife  alone,  and 
not  to  seo  tho  triumph  of  tho  good  cause. " 
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(a  promotion);  Major,  Stephen Kovacks  (promoted);  Adjutant, W. 
Werthcimcr;  Quartermaster,  H.  Hagen;  Surgeon,  Carl  W.  Hagen. 

Having  completed  its  organization,  the  Fifty-third  regiment  start- 
ed for  Washington,  D.  C,  according  to  orders  received  from  head- 
quarters, on  the  29th  of  November,  1861. 

Having  been  ordered  to  Blenker's  division,  then  encamped  at 
Hunter's  Chapel,  Va.,  about  six  miles  from  Washington,  the  regi- 
ment marched  to  that  place  and  was  detailed  to  the  third  brigade 
of  that  division.  During  the  month  of  December,  1861,  January 
and  February,  1862,  the  time  was  occupied  by  drilling,  picketing 
on  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  etc.,  and  working  on  the  fortifications 
around  Washington. 

The  regiment  participated  in  a  grand  review  held  by  President 
Lincoln  and  General  McCIellan,  near  Munson  Hill,  and  one  by 
Gov.  E.  D.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  held  on  the  Division  Parade 
Ground. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  before  daybreak,  marching  orders 
were  received,  and  leaving  the  tents  behind,  the  regiment  moved 
with  its  division  toward  Fairfax  Court  House.  At  that  place  the 
whole  division  was  reviewed  by  General  Sumner,  to  whose  corps 
it  then  belonged. 

On  the  24th  of  March  it  marched  over  Centreville,  Manassas  to 
Warrenton  Junction,  where  it  camped  for  a  fortnight.  Leaving 
Warrenton  Junction,  after  being  relieved  by  a  part  of  General 
Banks'  command,  on  the  10th  of  April,  the  regiment  marched 
together  with  the  division  over  Warrenton,  Salem,  Upperville 
and  Paris;  then  crossing  the  Shenandoah,  which  was  by  recent 
rains  swollen  to  a  considerable  extent,  over  Millwood  and  Berry- 
ville  to  Winchester,  arriving  at  that  place  on  the  22d  of  April. 
During  this  march,  the  roads  being  by  recent  rains  and  snow  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  the  men  had  to  sutler  many  hardships,  and 
the  provisions  could  not  reach  their  destination;  besides,  the  men 
were  entirely  out  of  clothing,  most  of  them  walking  nearly  bare- 
footed. 

At  Winchester  the  division  was  inspected  by  Gen.  Posecrans, 
and  received  the  necessary  clothing  ;  and  being  ordered  to  Gen. 
Fremont's  department,  left  that  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  marching 
over  Burlington  and  Rornney  to  Petersburg!!,  where,  on  arriving, 
it  was  reviewed  by  Gen.  Fremont.  From  Petersburg!)  the  divi- 
sion marched  to  Franklin,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  over  a  nearly 
bottomless  road  through  the  mountains  ;  and  after  reaching  its 
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destination  on  the  10th  of  May,  had  to  suffer  a  great  deal  for  want 
of  provisions,  which  could  not  be  furnished  because  the  wagons 
could  hardly  travel  the  roads.  During  twelve  days  the  men 
received  only  live  crackers  each,  and  once  a  day  fresh  meat 
without  salt. 

May  22d,  the  regiment  left  Franklin  in  pursuit  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son's forces,  leaving  knapsacks  and  every  other  luggage  at  Peters- 
burgh  ;  marched  day  and  night,  wading  the  different  streams  that 
happened  to  be  in  the  way  over  Moorllcld,  Wardensville  and 
Strasburg,  where  the  enemy  was  first  encountered,  and  driving 
him  back,  pushed  forward  without  halt  (the  men  often  suffer- 
ing from  hunger,  besides  the  fatigues  of  the  march,  and  the  chill 
of  the  nights,  they  being  without  cover),  up  the  Shenandoah, 
over  Woodstock,  Edinburgh,  Mt.  Jackson,  New  Market,  Harris- 
burgh  to  Cross  Keys,  where  the   rebels,  having  the  advantage  of 
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the  woods  and  ravines,  showed  battle. 

The  battle  of  Cross  Keys  ensued  on  the  8th  of  June,  in  which 
the  regiment  participated,  repulsing  an  attack  of  a  rebel  brigade 
on  Battery  F,  First  New  York  Artillery,  and  was  openl}*  praised 
by  Gen.  Blenker  on  that  occasion  for  bravery.  The  loss  of  the 
regiment  was  only  a*small  one,  being  two  killed  and  ten  wounded. 
Two  days  after  the  battle  the  army  was  withdrawn,  taking  the 
same  roads  to  Strasburg  ;  from  there  to  Middletown,  where  Gen. 
Sigel  took  command.  / 

Here  the  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Second  brigade,  Third  di- 
vision, under  command  of  Gen.  Schurz,  and  notice  was  received  that 
officers'  and  men's  baggage,  which  were  left  at  Petersburg!)  while 
in  pursuit  of  Jackson's  forces,  were  lost.  From  Middletown  the 
regiment  started,  July  7th,  towards  Front  Royal,  Luray  and  Sper- 
ryville.  There  the  regiment  received  shelter  tents,  the  first  since 
it  left  Hunter's  Chapel  on  the  10th  of  March.  On  the  night  of 
August  8th  the  camp  at  Sperryviile  was  left  for  Culpepper  Court 
House,  ^vhere  the  regiment  arrived,  after  a  forced  march,  at  noon 
the  following  day.  The  regiment  took  part  in  reconnoitering 
near  Robinson  river,  two  days  after  the  battle  at  Cedar  Mountain, 
and  performed  picket  duty  during  the  stay  near  that  river. 

I  he  army  falling  back,  the  regiment  marched  in  the  night  of 
lSlh  and  19th  of  August,  to  Culpepper,  Jefferson  and  Sulphur 
Springs;  from  there  on  tl\e  22d  of  August  to  Rappahannock  Sta- 
tion, where  Lt.-Col.  Charles  Ashby  took  command  of  the  regiment, 
the  colonel  leaving  on  account  of  sickness;  from  there  along  the 
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Rappahannock  during  five  clays  to  Waterloo  bridge,  checking  the 
enemy,  who  was  trying  to  cross  at  several  points.  During  these 
days  the  regiment  lost  only  five  men,  wounded  by  exploding 
shells.  From.  Waterloo  bridge  the  regiment  marched  over  War- 
renton,  where  Maj.  St.  Trooacs,  who  had  been  on  recruiting  ser- 
vice at  New  York,  rejoined  the  regiment,  to  New  Baltimore  and 
Gainesville.  On  the  night  of  the  23d  of  August,  the  brigade  took 
up  position  opposite  dense  woods. 

By  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  marches  and  privations  dur- 
ing the  whole  summer,  the  regiment  had  been  decimated  to  such 
an  extent,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  advancing  to 
meet  the  enemy,  the  regiment  numbered  but  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  men  under  arms.  During  the  29th  the  regiment  was 
engaged  with  the  enemy  for  four  hours,  from  10  a.  m.,  and 
although  more  than  twice  outnumbered  hy  its  opponents,  not  only 
held  its  ground,  but  even  advanced  about  half  a  mile  until 
relieved  by  new  troops. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  a  fearful  one,  numbering  nearly 
the  half  of  its  whole  strength,  among  whom  were  the  following 
commissioned  officers  : 

Second  Lieutenant  Beer,  of  Company  K;  killed. 

Captain  Wesnecke,  of  Company  D;  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  since  amputated. 

Second  Lieutenant  Schirach,  of  Company  F;  severely  wounded  in  the  joint  of  the 
foot. 

The  next  day  the  regiment,  though  being  very  weak  in  num- 
bers, met  the  enemy  again,,  and  held  its  position  until  9  o'clock 
P.  m.,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by  the  commanding  General,  to 
bring  up  the  rear  of  our  retreating  forces  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. During  this  day's  fight  the  following  commissioned  officers 
were  killed  and  wounded  : 

Second  Lieutenant  Iluberkom,  Company  I;  killed. 

Captain  Ernetccin,  Company  H;  wounded  in  the  leg. 

Captain  Steinhardt,  Company  G;  wounded  in  the  hand. 

First  Lieutenant  Blair,  Company  A;  wounded  in  the  head. 

The  loss  of  the  two  days  tight  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  engagements 
during  the  two  days,  officers  and  men  behaved,  without  exception, 
with  the  utmost  bravery  and  coolness.  Having  gone  back  as  far 
as  Falls  Church,  the  regiment  advanced  again,  after  a  i'cw  weeks, 
to  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  being  ordered  to  first  brigade,  first 
division  of  General  Sigel's  Corps,  left  for  Ccmtreville  on  the  20th 
of  October,  and  from  there  to  Aldie,  where  it  stayed  until  Novem- 
ber 18ih,  performed  picket  duty  during  that  period. 
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From  Aklie  it  marched  to  Chantilly;  from  there  it  left  again  on 
the  10th  of  December  over  Fairfax  Court  House,  Dumfries  and 
Stafford  Court  House  to  Fredericksburoh.  arriving  there  on  the 
lGth  of  December,  after  a  most  wearisome  and  forced  march  over 
muddy  roads.  The  next  day  the  regiment  fell  back  again  to  Staf- 
ford Court  House,  where  it  is  at  present  encamped. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  a  flag  was  presented 
to  the  regiment,  then  numbering  but  two  hundred  men.  It  was 
received  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ashby. 

The  roster  of  the  Fifty-fourth  regiment  as  reported  in  18G3, 
was  as  follows  : 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  Neu-York  State  Volunteers,  1862. 

rank.  name. 

Colonel Eugene  A.  Kozlay. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Charles  Ashby. 

Major Stephen  Kovacks . 

Adjutant W.  Wertheimer. 

Quartermaster H.  Ilagen . 

Surgeon Carl  W.  Hagen. 

Assistant  S  urgeon Henry  Root . 

Assistant  S  urgeon Frederick  Bott . 

Company  A: 

Captain Adolph  Yon  Lulvritz . 

2d  Lieutenant Charles  Hartman. 

Company  B: 
Captain William  Kerner. 

1st  Lieutenant ..# C.  H.  Brandt .  • 

2d  Lieutenant August  Osterhall . 

Company  C: 
Captain Charles  Deitrich. 

2d  Lieutenant > Adam  "Werner , 

/ 

Company  D: 
Captain Joseph  F.  "Werncck. 

1st  Lieutenant '. : .     Herman  Hist. 

2d  Lieutenant Ernst  Bath. 

Company  E: 
1st  Lieutenant F.  Yon  Schirach. 

Company  F: 

Captain George  F.  Kampe. 

1st  Lieutenant Anton  Gfrarner. 

2d  Lieutenant J.  Friedel. 

Company  G: 

Captain. Otto  Steinhardt. 

1st  Lieutenant Gustav  A.  Hinsch. 

2d  Lieutenant. G.  Steaven. 
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KAKK.  NAME. 

Company  II: 

Captain Ernst  Ilousman. 

1st  Lieutenant August  Ehrhardt . 

Company  I: 

Captain Charles  "Wohle. 

1st  Lieutenant Gustav  Lindenmuller. 

2d  Lieutenant Rudolph  Ravens. 

Company  K: 

Captain Peter  Ernemrein . 

2d  Lieutenant Samuel  Aschcr. 


THE  FIFTY-FIFTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  New  York  Fifty-fifth,  the  "  Guard  cle  La  Fayette/'  was  a 
regiment  made  up  from  French  residents,  and  is  well  known  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  Its  patriotism  was  almost  an  axiom.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  when  the  Massachusetts  Sixth 
passed  through  this  city  on  its  way  to  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
the  members  were  the  guests  of  the  Fifty-fifth  New  York.  The 
men  caught  the  enthusiasm.  A  regimental  meeting  was  held  on 
the  seventeenth  of  April,  and  an  unanimous  vote  given  to  offer 
their  services  to  the  government.  About  the  first  of  May,  they 
were  accepted.  They  went  immediately  into  camp  at  the  Battery, 
whence,  after  remaining  two  days,  they  departed  to  New  Dorp, 
Staten  Island.  There  they  established  Camp  Lafayette.  The 
following  were  the  officers  : 

Colonel,  Baron  Regis  de  Trobriand  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Louis 
Thourot ;  Major,  Francis  Jchl  ;  Adjutant,  Leon  Carillier ;  Quar- 
termaster, Joseph  W.  Meeks,  jr.;  Surgeon,  Felix  Petar. 

The  regiment  waited  many  weeks  in  camp  before  receiving 
equipments  or  marching  orders.  These  came  at  last,  early  in 
autumn,  and  the  men  set  out  for  the  seat  of  war.  They  were 
reinforced  by  new  companies  of  follow  countrymen  at  Philadel- 
phia, so  that  the  regiment  was  filled  to  the  maximum  number. 

The  order  to  join  the  army  in  the  field  was  received  in  October. 
For  some  time  it  was  stationed  at  Fort  Gaines,  in  Maryland, 
and  attached  to  General  Buell's  division.  Cold  weather  soon 
afterwards  set  in,  but  the  French  soldiers,  who  principally  con- 
stituted the  regiment,  endured  the  change  even  better  than  the 
Americans  belonging  to  the  same  division.  They  were  easier  to 
take  part  in  the  active  duties  of  war. 
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On  the  8th  of  January,  18  G2,  a  flag  presentation  to  the  Fifty- 
fifth  regiment  took  place  at  Tcnnallytown,  near  Washington  city, 
the  ceremonies  being  of  marked  interest.  Among  the  distin- 
guished personages  present  on  the  occasion  were  President  Lin- 
coln and  Mrs.  Lincoln,  Gen.  Shields,  Gen.  Keyes  and  stair,  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Peck,  Mr.  N.  P.  Willis,  and  many  ladies  and  gentle- 
men from  Washington.  Hon.  Fred.  A.  Conkling,  M.  C.,  pro- 
nounced the  presentation  address,  on  behalf  of  the  friends  of 
Lieut.  Wm.  A.  Wood,  donors  of  the  flags.  Madame  De  Tro- 
briand,  wife  of  the  Colonel,  held  the  regimental  flag,  an  elegantly 
embroidered  tri-color,  and  Mrs.  Lieut.  Wood  the  American  flag, 
which  were  then  transferred  by  Lieut.  Wood  to  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Conkling,  who  conveyed  them  to  Col.  De  Trobriand  and  his  brave 
countrymen  in  an  eloquent  speech.  After  the  presentation,  the 
company  partook  of  a  fine  collation.  President  Lincoln,  on  leaving 
the  grounds,  found  his  carriage  surrounded  by  the  whole  regiment, 
who  cheered  him  enthusiastically.  The  President  said  that  if  the 
Garde  Lafayette  intended  to  fight  as  well  as  they  had  entertained 
and  pleased  him,  he  knew  they  would  do  well,  and  had  no  fears 
at  all  on  that  point.  The  address  of  Hon.  Fred.  A.  Conkling  was 
as  follows  : 
"  Col.  De  Trobriand,  Officers  and  Men  : 

"  From  the  earliest  period  of  recorded  history  a  sentiment  of 
attachment  and  veneration  for  their  national  ensigns  has  inspired 
the  hearts  of  every  people.  The  Romans  threw  themselves  on 
their  knees  before  their  standards,  swore  by  them,  adorned  them 
with  garlands  perfumed  with  incense,  and  believed  them  to  be 
the  veritable  gods  of  their  legions.  In  time  of  peace  they  depos- 
ited them  in  their  temples  of  worship.  To  lose  them  in  battle 
was  accounted  the  deepest  infamy,  while  to  capture  those  of  the 
enemy  was  regarded  as  the  highest  glory  of  the  soldier.  Some- 
times at  the  moment  in  an  engagement  when  a  column  wavered, 
the  commander  would  order  the  ensigns  to  be  thrown  among  the 
enemy,  and  the  soldiers,  roused  to  almost  superhuman  exertions 
to  recover  them,  turned  the  tide  of  battle,  victory  once  more 
perching  upon  the  Roman  eagles. 

"If,  then,  the  Roman  standard,  emblazoned  with  the  legend  S. 
P.  Q.  R.f  Senalus,  pojmlusque  Jlomanus,  and  representing  only  the 
semi-barbarian  ideas  of  force,  of  conquest,  and  of  dominion,  was 
capable  of  inspiring  such  devotion  and  animating  its  followers  to 
the  performance  of  such  deeds,  to  what  heroism  ought  not  the 
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beloved  flag  of  our  country  incite  the  American  soldier? — that 
flag  which  tells  us  of  great  truths  and  principles  which  shall  live 
in  the  affections  of  our  children  and  our  children's  children  to  the 
remotest  generation — which  tells  us  of  the  God-given  right  of  self- 
government,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  impious  dogma  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings — which  tells  us  of  freedom  of  religion,  free- 
dom of  the  press,  freedom  of  person  under  the  protection  of  the 
habeas  corpus,  and  trials  by  juries  impartially  selected — which 
|    |    ,  tells  us  of  him  whose  pre-eminent  services  have  won  for  him  the 

first  place  in  his  country's  love,  and  destined  for  him  the  fairest 
page  in  the  volume  of  faithful  history,  of  the  immortal  Washing- 
ton, by  whose  hands  it  was  consecrated — which  tells  us  of  the 
heroes  who  dyed  it  red  with  their  blood,  that  our  liberties  might 
bo  secure,  of  the  sages  who  have  reared  in  this  favored  land  the 
fairest  fabric  of  heo.  government  upon  which  the  sun  has  ever 
shone — which  tells  us  of  unnumbered  victories  on  the  sea  and  on 
the  land — which  speaks  to  us  of  all  that  is  venerable,  illustrious 
and  pure  in  our  history  as  a  nation — which  speaks  to  us  of  a  com- 
merce which  whitens  every  sea  on  the  habitable  globe,  and  bears 
upon  its  wings  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  famishing  men  in 
heathen  lands — which  speaks  to  us  of  the  science  and  learning 
which  compose  the  knowledge  of  man,  of  the  arts  and  inventions 
which  administer  to  his  comfort,  and  of  the  virtues  which  exalt 
his  character — that  flag  of  which  one  of  our  poets  has  said  : 

Ilail !  brightest  banner  that  floats  on  the  gale, 
Flag  of  the  country  of  Washington,  hail ! 
Red  are  thy  stripes  with  the  bluod  of  the  brave, 
Bright  are  thy  stars  as  the  sun  on  the  wave, 
Wrapt  in  thy  folds  are  the  hopes  of  the  free, 
Banner  of  Washington,  blessings  on  thee. 

"  But  the  occasion,  like  the  Hag,  is  thick  with  the  clustering 
memories  of  the  past.  Reminiscences  of  glory  and  achievement 
belong  to  this  day  as  indisputably  as  to  any  day  in  our  military 
calendar.  The  8th  of  January  is  signalized  as  one  of  America's 
epochs  It  was  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1815,  that  an  American 
soldier,  grim  and  earnest  in  his  purpose,  but  plain  and  simple  in 
his  methods,  closed  in  triumph  a  brief  and  brilliant  war  with  the 
first  military  and  naval  power  in  the  world.  It  was  on  the  same 
8th  of  January  that  an  example  was  given  to  our  country  of  the 
doing  of  great  deeds,  the  fulfillment  of  great  destinies,  the  attain- 
ment of  great  results,  with  means  apparently  the  most  inadequate, 
with  preparation  the  most  scanty  and  imperfect,  in  spite  of  pov- 
erty and  straitened  resources  on  every  side.     It   has   been  on  the 
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8th  of  January  in  every  year,  from  then  till  now,  that  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  every  State  in  the  Union  have  commemorated 
the  valiant  policies  and  measures  of  the  President  as  well  as  the 
conquering  deeds  of  the  soldier,  whose  name  is  forever  associated 
with  this  day.  In  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  anniversary  is 
half  lost  sight  of,  amid  strange  sounds  and  great  realities  and  still 
greater  presentiments.  We  have  not  the  accustomed  jubilee  and 
festive  dalliance,  nor  have  we  a  completed  contest.  We  stand 
waiting  for  an  advance,  halting  in  impatient  expectation  of  the 
onset,  pausing  in  an  interval  which  divides  from  results  which,  in 
their  importance  to  mankind,  have  no  paragons  in  history.  We 
have  need  to  recur  to  the  8th  of  January  to  start  into  life  the 
sleeping  energies  of  the  nation,  to  quicken  the  laggard  movements 
and  harden  the  determinations  of  those  whom  peace  has  almost 
unfitted  for  the  stern  exigencies  of  war.  The  ceremony  for  which 
we  have  assembled  falls  well  on  this  marked  and  memorable  day. 
There  is  scarce  a  prouder  day  to  American  arms;  and  its  anniver- 
sary is  honored  by  this  array  of  brave  men,  who  have  left  their 
homes  to  defend,  on  distant  battle-fields,  the  life  and  honor  of  their 
country." 

The  colors  were  then  transferred  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  Conkling, 
who,  placing  them  in  the  possession  of  Col.  De  Trobriand,  said  : 
"  Col.  De  Trobriand  :  As  the  organ  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  A.  Wood, 
of  your  regiment,  and  of  his  family  and  friends,  I  present  to  you 
these  splendid  flags — the  one  the  starry  banner  of  the  republic, 
the  other  that  flag  under  which  Frenchmen  know  so  well  how 
to  march  to  battle  and  to  victory.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
national  colors  of  America  and  France  have  mingled  their  folds  on 
the  battle-fields  of  our  country:  and  as  in  a  former  struggle,  that 
union  brought  a  speedy  and  victorious  peace,  so  I  would  fain  hail 
it  as  the  harbinger  of  an  early  and  auspicious  conclusion  of  the 
contest  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  I  commit  these  flags  to 
your  hands,  in  the  confident  assurance  that  they  will  be  safe  to  the 
uttermost  of  honor  and  knightly  fidelity;  nay  more,  that  when 
rebellion  shall  be  crushed  out  forever,  and  security  and  prosperity 
shall  once  more  reign  throughout  our  borders,  they  will  be  borne 
back  to  Xew  York,  blackened,  perchance,  by  smoke,  torn,  it  may 
be  by  traitors,  but  with  all  their  folds  made  luminous  by  the  heroic 
deeds  of  the  brave  men  whom  I  see  before  me,  to  be  greeted  on 
their  return  by  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people." 

The  winter  was  spent  in  camp,  only  breaking  up  when  the  army 
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of  the  Potomac  moved  forward  for  the  conquest  of  Richmond. 
The  Fifty-fifth  was  now  in  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Couch.  Its  record 
during  the  year  was  glorious.  ]t  took  part  in  the  siege  of  York- 
town,  and  achieved  credit.  After  the  evacuation  of  that  post,  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  moved  toward  the  rebel  capital.  The 
Fifty-fifth  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Williarnsburgh,  losing  seven- 
teen men  killed  and  wounded.  It  also  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks.  Colonel  de  Trobriand  being  ill,  the  command 
devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thourot,  whose  courage  and 
soldier-like  conduct  won  general  admiration.  Major  Jehl,  Captain 
Four  and  Adjutant  Cavil lier  also  distinguished  themselves.  As 
this  was  the  first  battle  of  note  since  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Pull 
"Run,  we  give  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  to  Brigadier- 
General  John  J.  Peck,  commanding  the  brigade: 

"At  half-past  one  o'clock,  June  30th,  the  Fiftj'-fifth  was  called 
out  under  arms,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  posted,  by  your 
order,  in  advance  of  our  camp.  Some  minutes  after,  General 
Keycs,  passing  in  front  of.  the  regiment,  said  that  he  designed  it 
to  go  and  save  a  battery  placed  in  the  first  line,  and  which  the 
regiments  ahead  were  no  longer  able  to  support. 

''General  Keycs,  in  again  passing  the  regiment,  spoke  a  few 
words,  saying  that  he  counted  on  the  '  red  caps/  when  the  Fifty- 
fifth,  led  by  General  Naglee,  charged  bayonets  upon  the  enemy 
at  '  double  quick/  in  magnificent  style,  and.  after  having  taken 
the  position  assigned  to  it,  maintained  it  alone  and  without  any 
support,  under  so  murderous  a  fire  that  in  a  few  moments  we  had 
about  fifty  men  hors  du  combat,  among  whom  were  five  officers. 
Two  horses  were  wounded,  and  mine  fell  under  me,  pierced  by 
three  balls. 

"I  think  I  may  say  that  my  regiment  did  almost  more  than  could 
be  expected,  more  than  was  possible  for  four  hundred  men  to 
accomplish,  which  number  was  all  its  effective  strength  present. 
It  had  saved  the  battery  which  had  been  confided  to  their  care, 
had  held  the  enemy  at  bay  under  a  terrific  fire  for  two  hours,  and 
maintained  their  position  for  half  an  hour  after  their  ammunition 
was  all  expended,  waiting  for  more,  and  which  they  were  unable 
to  obtain.  It  was  only  when  the  regiment  was  relieved  by  the 
Tenth  Massachusetts  that  it  retreated,  in  good  order,  to  a  small 
wood  near  the  road,  where  there  were  intrenchments,  and  where 
it  was  joined  by  Company  I,  and  twenty  men  of  company  H,  who 
had  been    detached    for    picket    before   the    regiment  advanced. 


53  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  tiie 

During  our  retreat  an  American  flag  was  saved  by  one  of  our 
officers — Lieutenant  Philip  C.  Rogers,  of  Company  G — who,  while 
in  advance  of  the  regiment,  found  it  outside  the  abattis.  The 
regiment  who  lost  the  flag  can  find  it  again  at  General  Peck:s 
headquarters.  All  our  companies  suffered  much,  especially  those 
on  the  left,  who,  notwithstanding  their  more  than  proportionate 
loss,  conducted  themselves  with  exemplary  bravery.  Our  loss,  as 
far  as  can  at  present  be  estimated,  is  over  one  hundred  men. 

"I  conclude  by  saying  that  I  have  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the 
conduct  of  my  regiment,  and  hope  that  you  will  take  due  notice 
of  their  brave  conduct  in  this  hotly  contested  affair." 

/The  Fifty-fifth  also  bore  its  part  in  the  other  battles  which 
attended  the  retreat  of  General  McClellan  from  Richmond,  and 
earned  distinction  at  Orchard,  Malvern  Hill  and  Gaines'  Mills. 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-Fifth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  1SG2. 

RANK.  NAME. 

Colonel Regis  de  Trobriand . 

Lieutenant-Colonel Louis  Thourot. 

Major Francis  Jehl . 

Adjutant Leon  Cavillier. 

Quartermaster Joseph  W.  Meeks,  jr . 

Surgeon "Warner  Van  Steenburgh. 

Assistant  Surgeon Charles  A.  Devendorf. 

Assistant  Surgeon Warner  Cleveland. 

Chaplain Alexander  F.  Longson . 

Company  A: 

Captain Charles  Naviere . 

2d  Lieutenant Lehman  Israels . 

Company  B: 

1st  Lieutenant William  E.  Crofts. 

2d  Lieutenant John  G. Kearney. 

Company  C: 
1st  Lieutenant Charles  Gianini . 

Company  D: 
Captain Louis  Dc  Masine. 

1st  Lieutenant Auguste  Kiedinger. 

2d  Lieutenant William  A .  Wood . 

Company  E: 

Is-t  Lieutenant •  •  •• Constantino  Sivori. 

2d  Lieutenant '. .      John  Surand. 

Company  F: 

Captain Jean  Jos.  A.  Four. 

1st  Lieutenant Jean  P.  Jantzen . 

2d  Lieutenant Louis  II.  Gein . 
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bank,  name. 
Company  G: 

1st  Lieutenant Philip  0.  Rogers. 

2d  Lieutenant Charles  Burch . 

Company  II; 

Captain Philip  Meyer . 

1st  Lieutenant Alexander  Schilling. 

2d  Lieutenant Francis  K.  Rieff. 

Company  I: 

Captain ". An  juste  E.  Veycr . 

1st  Lieutenant George  II.  Felt . 

2d  Lieutenant William  Brown . 

Company  K: 

Captain George  C.  "Williams. 

1st  Lieutenant Emile  Durife . 
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FIFTY-SIXTH  REGIMENT,  N.  Y.  V. 

The  Fifty-sixth  regiment,  N.  Y.  V.  was  organized  in  the 
autumn  of  1881,  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  by  Brigadier-General  (then 
Colonel)  Charles  II.  Van  Wyck.  There  were  raised  at  the  same 
time  two  light  batteries,  afterwards  known  as  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  New  York  Independent  Batteries,  and  two  companies  of 
cavalry,  subsequently  attached  to  the  First  New  York  Mounted 
Bifies.  The  entire  command  or  force  was  known  as  the  "  Tenth 
Legion." 

The  patriotic  work  of  recruiting  the  Fifty-sixth  regiment  enlist- 
ed  the  sympathy  and  enthusiasm  of  all  classes  and  both  sexes  in 
the  loyal  counties  of  Orange  and  Sullivan.  An  editorial  article  in 
the  Home  Journal,  of  Dec.  2.1,  1861,  written  by  N.  P.  Willis,  the 
author,  conveys  a  vivid  idea  of  the  interest  felt. 

4k  From  my  library-window  at  Idle  wild — two  miles  on  our  road 
to  Newburgh — has  been  visible  the  white  tops  of  the  tents  of  the 
'Tenth  Legion;'  and  their  reveilles  and  tattoos,  marches  and  band- 
playings,  have  been  quite  a  new  variety  in  our  rural  music.  The 
encampment  has  occupied,  for  two  or  three  weeks,  the  high  ter- 
race-level just  in  front  of  Headley,  the  author's  beautiful  country- 
place,  and  overlooking  the  romantic  scenery  of  Highland  Bay 
and  West  Point.  *  Artillery,  cavalry,  sharpshooters  and  all,  they 
have  numbered  fourteen  hundred,  and  our  friend  Gray,  the  editor 
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of  the  Daily  News,  says  it  is  '  the  most  robust  and  healthy  regi- 
ment that  has  yet  been  enlisted.'  They  arc  mostly  the  working  men 
from  our  agricultural  district,  and,  in  several  eases,  whole  families 
of  farmers'  sons  have  volunteered  together.  In  company  C  there 
arc  seven  pairs  of  twins  !  A  glee-club  of  one  hundred  members 
has  already  been  formed;  and,  (by  the  way,)  the  admixture  of  this 
German  element,  with  our  hitherto  proverbially  unmusical  work- 
ing-classes, will  iigure  well  among  the  reactionary  compensation 
of  the  war. 

"The  detailed  account  of  the  l  Legion/  in  our  local  paper,  the 
News,  contains  a  record  of  the  woman  sympathy  with  the  soldiers, 
which  is  worth  preserving.     Mr.  Gray  sa\rs  : 

"  Old  Orange  and  Sullivan  (counties)  have  shown  themselves 
truly  patriotic  in  turning  out  this  noble  body  of  men,  and  have 
been  unwearied  in  looking  after  and  providing  for  their  wants. 
They  arc  well  uniformed  and  all  provided  with  the  Enfield  rifle 
with  sword  bayonet.  We  doubt  not  they  will  give  a  good  report 
of  themselves  when  opportunity  affords.  Their  wants  in  camp 
have  been  provided  for  in  a  manner  superior  to  what  usually  falls  to 
the  lot  of  camp  life.  Just  think  of  thirty  thousand  clams  for  one 
dinner,  from  two  thousand  live  hundred  to  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  pounds  of  beef  steak  or  roast  daily,  and  eighteen 
cans  of  milk  for  supper  as  a  part  of  the  bill  of  daily  fare.  If  they 
never  meet  with  worse  fare  they  will  endure  but  little  hardship 
on  this  score. 

u  The  'Ladies' Aid  Association,  of  Newburgh,  have  contributed 
much  toward  providing  for  the  wants  and  comfort  of  the  soldiers, 
when  they  shall  finally  leave  '  their  homes  and  loved  ones.'  Nor 
have  the  youthful  portions  of  society  been  free  from  efforts  in 
their  behalf.  They  presented  the  Legion  with  a  flag  to  cheer 
them  on  their  way,  and  have  done  much  in  the  way  of  furnishing: 
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bags  or  satchels,  pocket  cushions,  etc.  These  little  bags,  designed 
for  each  soldier  to  carry  in  his  knapsack,  appear  to  be  a  necessity 
or  kind  of  safety  valve.  For  the  curious  we  name  what  we  saw 
one  disgorge,  viz.:  a  piece  of  beeswax,  a  cake  of  soap,  lead  pencil, 
sewing  cotton,  patent  thread,  woollen  yarn,  twine  and  cord,  salve, 
court-plasters,  buttons,  sewing  and  darning  needles,  pins,  pens, 
combs;  all  simple  but  useful.  One  day  last  week  the  high  school 
alone  furnished,  in  addition  to  other  articles,  over  two  hundred 
of  these  bags  and  fifty  pocket  cushions,  Such  acts  of  kindness 
will  not  go  unrequited." 
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Companies  A  and  B  of  the  regiment  were  recruited  in  New- 
burgh,  as  were  also  parts  of  Companies  C,  D,  E  and  G.  The 
entire  battalion  was  organized  between  the  1st  of  July  and  the 
26th  of  October,  1861,  and  was  originally  enlisted  for  three  months' 
service.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1861,  the  regiment  left  New- 
burgh,  reaching  New  York  on  the  7th.  under  command  of  Colonel 
Van  Wyck,  Member  of  Congress  representing  the  Tenth  Con- 
gressional District.  The  sons  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  residing  in 
the  metropolis,  were  in  waiting,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred, 
to  escort  the  officers  of  the  regiment  to  the  Everett  House,  the 
rank  and  iile  being  entertained  with  breakfast  at  the  Park  Bar- 
racks. After  refreshment,  a  presentation  of  a  stand  of  colors  was 
made  by  Mr.  John  C.  Dimmick,  on  behalf  of  the  natives  of  Orange 
and  Ulster  counties  resident  in  New  York.  The  flags  were  from 
the  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Tiffany  &  Co.,  and  were  elegant  speci- 
mens of  artistic  skill.  They  numbered  eight  in  all,  including  one 
regimental  Hag,  with  the  arms  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
on  a  shield  joined,  supported  on  either  side  by  a  vignette,  one 
being  a  view  of  Washington's  headquarters  at  Newburgh,  the 
other  of  a  saw  mill  and  stream,  well  known  in  the  country.  The 
other  regimental  color  was  of  silk,  with  an  embroidered  "Union/7 
and  the  inscription  "Fifty-sixth  Kegiment,  Tenth  Legion''*  in 
the  stripes.  The  remaining  colors  were  an  artillery  Hag,  four  feet 
by  five,  a  cavalry  flag,  three  by  four,  and  two  regimental  guidons. 
Thes  entire  command  mustered  1,453  men,  composed  of  ten  line 
companies,  one  of  cavalry,  and  a  body  of  sharpshooters. 

From  the  arrival  of  the  Fifty-sixth  regiment  on  the  field  of 
active  operations  until  the  final  muster  out,  its  record  was  one  of 
which  the  State  may  justly  boast.  It  took  part  in  all  the  battles 
of  the  peninsula  under  Gen.  McClellan — Lee's  Mills,  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg,  Chickahominy,  Fair  Oaks,  Bottom's  Bridge,  White 
Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  Malvern  Hill,  Carter's  Hill ;  and  in  South 
Carolina,  at  James  Island  in  1863  and  in  18(54-,  John's  Island,  Siege 
of  Wagner,  Siege  of  Charleston,  Deveaux  Neck,  Coosa  Watchie, 
and  Dingle's  Mills, 

The  two  flairs  captured  from  the  enemy  during  the  fights  in 
South  Carolina,  were  captured  by  this  regiment.  One  at  Deveaux 
Neck,  from  the  Fifth  Georgia  regiment,  in  December,  1864,  and 
one  at  Dingle's  Mills,  in  April,  1865,  belonging  to  a  light  bat- 
tery. At  the  same  time  a  battery  of  three  guns  was  taken  in 
charge  by  portions  of  the  Fifty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
seventh  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers. 
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The  Fifth-sixth  regiment  was  frequently  complimented  in  gen- 
eral orders  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct.  It  became  a  veteran 
organization  in  March,  1864.  More  than  four-fifths  of  its  mem- 
bers,  about  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  re-enlisted — a  larger 
number  than  any  regiment  in  the  service.  Its  record  of  four 
years  service  was  without  a  shadow  of  stain. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  regiment  continued  to  per- 
form duty  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Summerville,  S.  C,  and  in  nearly  all 
the  districts  in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  the  State.  It 
then  numbered  forty  officers  and  seven  hundred  men,  having  been 
kept  generally  full  by  volunteering.  During  its  whole  term  of 
organization  and  service  it  recruited  about  three  thousand  men. 

The  Fiftj'-sixth  arrived  in  Now  York  Oct  20th,  18G5,  whence 
they  were  to  take  route  for  Albany  and  be  discharged  from  the 
service. 

In  New  York  city  the  returned  veterans  were  received  by  the 
society  of  the  sons  of  Orange  and  Sullivan  with  a  warm  welcome. 

Leaving  the  hospitable  entertainers  in  the  metropolis,  the 
•'Tenth  Legion"  proceeded  by  special  train  to  Newburgh,  where 
they  were  received  with  every  demonstration  of  respect*.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Hare  addressed  the  colonel  and  his  officers,  to  which 
Colonel  Van  Wyck  responded  as  follows: 

"In  behalf  of  these  brave  men,  he  thanked  his  friends  for  the 
hearty  and  generous  welcome  extended  them.  When  they  left 
their  homes  three  vears  ago  they  little  thought  that  the  war  would 
have  been  prolonged  as  it  has  been;  and  it  was  the  sublimest  sight 
he  ever  saw  when  these  men,  who  had  been  absent  for  three  years 
from  home  and  loved  ones,  raised  their  hands  and  swore  before 
high  heaven  that  they  would  never  lay  down  their  arms  until  the 
rebellion  was  crushed  or  they  themselves  had  fallen. 

"They  regretted  this  necessity;  they  preferred  their  home  and 
its  endearments,  ami  when  they  this  morning  came  in  sight  of  the 
Hudson  river  and  its  mountains,  their  love  for  them  found  expres- 
sion in  loud  cheers.  But  they  also  knew  that  as  American  citizens 
the  soil  which  holds  the  sacred  remains  of  Washington  is  as  much 
theirs  as  that  in  our  own  locality  which  is  historical  as  his  head- 
quarters; and  that  without  the  former  the  possession  of  the  latter 
is  as  nothing.  And  until  the  old  stripes  are  respected  as  much  in 
South  Carolina  as  here,  they  will  not  lay  down  their  arms. 

"They  had  intended,  in  leaving  North  Carolina,  to  go  directly 
to  their  homes,  but  friends  in  New  York  desired  to   entertain 
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them;  and  others  from  Newburgh  met  them  in  that  cit}*  with  a 
similar  invitation.  That  these  invitations  had  been  accepted  would 
not  be  regretted  by  a  man  in  the  command. 

<;  Of  those  left  of  their  original  numbers,  more  than  four- 
fifths  had,  without  any  persuasion,  re-enlisted  and  declared  their 
determination  to  fight  on  until  liberty  and  their  country  shall  be 
synonymous  terms,  and  human  freedom  prevail  in  all  its  parts. 

"  While  they  were  here  they  would  never  forget  those  who  will 
never  again  answer  the  roll-call  until  the  last  trump  shall  sound. 
By  the  little  hillocks  which  cover  their  sacred  remains  we  can 
track  our  marches;  and  to  those  who  have  been  bereft  by  their 
loss  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy.  You  can  never  know  how 
much  and  how  tender  is  our  regard  for  our  dead  comrades. 

"  But  life  is  nothing  without  country;  and  unless  we  can  restore 
the  Union  and  the  Constitution  in  its  original  integrity,  life  is  of 
no  value  to  me.  With  these  views  we  went  away,  and  with  them 
we  have  returned.  He  talks  of  peace,  but  when  any  say  that  he 
wants  peace  through  any  compromise,  they  say  what  is  false;  the 
American  soldier  wants  no  peace  until  these  men  lay  down  their 
arms  in  unconditional  submission. 

11  They  want  no  peace  until  the  rebels  shall  bow  down  and  swear 
allegiance  to  the  government  they  have  rebelled  against.  We 
have  re-enlisted  with  this  view,  and  though  we  do  not  believe  the 
war  will  last  for  three  years,  if  it  should  last  for  three  times  three, 
or  even  thirty  years,  we  shall  fight  on  as  long  as  we  are  permitted, 
or  until  the  old  Hag  shall  wave  and  be  respected  from  the  pincclad 
hills  of  Maine  to  the  golden  sands  of  the  Pacific — from  the 
British  possessions  of  the  north  to  the  land  of  the  orange  and  the 
fig." 

The  remarks  of  the  colonel  were  frequently  interrupted  with 
applause,  and  when  he  concluded  "three  times  three"  were  given 
for  him. 

The  regiment  then  marched  into  the  League  rooms,  where  a 
bountiful  collation  had  been  prepared  by  their  friends  of  the 
Union  league  and  the  citizens  generally. 

The  veterans  arrived  at  Midclletown  on  a  special  train  at  half 
past  one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  last,  and  their  arrival  was  signalized 
by  the  ringing  of  bells,  sounding  of  steam-whistles  and  tiring  of 
cannon.  Their  was  a  general  turnout  of  citizens  to  welcome  their 
return.  They  were  met  at  the  depot  by  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, ofdeers  of  the  village  and  the   lire  department,  with  tho 
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Middlctown  band,  and  escorted  to  the  square  in  front  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  where  James  N.  Pronk,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  village,  made  an  eloquent  address,  welcoming  the  return  of 
the  war-worn  veterans  from  fields  of  perilous  conflict  to  their 
homes,  and  assuring  them  of  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  the  people 
of  Orange  and  Sullivan  in  their  achievements.  Col.  Van  Wyck 
responded  in  appropriate  terms,  and  urged  that  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens should  cheerfully  make  the  needful  sacrifices  to  cany  on  the 
war. 

These  ceremonies  concluded,  the  Legion  was  escorted  through 
the  principal  streets  of  the  village,  and  then  returned  to  Gothic 
hall,  where,  under  the  supervision  of  the  ladies,  long  tables  had 
been  spread  with  a  bountiful  collation,  to  which  the  soldiers  did 
ample  justice.  After  the  collation  most  of  the  privates  took  the 
evening  trains  or  private  conveyances  to  their  several  homes. 
The  officers  remained,  and  were  entertained  in  the  evening  at  a 
banquet  given  in  their  honor  by  the  committee  of  arrangements, 
at  Mr.  Sweet's  hotel,  with  which  the  festivities  of  the  reception 
were  concluded  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Thus,  after  arduous  and  patriotic  services,  the  veterans  of  the 
Fifty-sixth  returned,  like  those  of  other  loyal  organizations,  to 
their  homes,  with  the  dear  satisfaction  of  having  faithfully  done 
their  duty,  and  the  proud  consciousness  of  deserving  a  share  in 
the  gratitude  of  their  revered  country. 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Regimext  New  York  State  Volunteers,  18G2-3. 

BANK.  NAME. 

Colonel Charles  H.  Tan  Wyck. 

lieutenant-Colonel Frederick  Decker. 

Major John  J.  Wheeler. 

-Adjutant Eli  II.  Evans. 

Quartermaster Jesse  F.  Shafer. 

Surgeon Solaraon  Van  Etten . 

Assistant  Surgeon 0.  A .  Carroll . 

Assistant  Surgeon Albert  L.  Turner. 

Chaplain Charles  Shelling. 

Company  A: 

Captain James  II.  F.  Milton. 

1st  Lieutenant Thomas  At  wood. 

2d  Lieutenant.... Wilbur  Still. 

Company  B: 

Captain Charles  F.  Thayer. 

)  st  Lieutenant Alfred  W.  Loomis  . 

■2d  Lieutenant James  I.  Cox . 
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E.VXK-  NAME, 

Company  C: 

Captain \Yilliam  T.  Calkins. 

1st  Lieutenant Edgar  L.  Morse. 

2d  Lieutenant James  IL  Smith. 

Company  D; 

2d  Lieutenant Isaac  Beckett. 

Company  E: 

Captain Daniel  D.  Ettinge. 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  A.  Connelly. 

2d  Lieutenant Francis  Hines. 

Company  F: 

Captain „ James  Dubois, 

Company  0: 

Captain William  D.  Fuller. 

1st  Lieutenant* Mocker  G.  Bell. 

Company  H: 

Captain William  K.  Joscelyn . 

1st  Lieutenant ......  William  B.  Baird . 

2d  Lieutenant A.  PL  Chittenden. 

Company  I: 

1st-  Lieutenant S .  Augustus  Gould . 

2d  Lieutenant Demman  C.  Decker. 

Company  K: 

Captain • Eliphalas  Smith. 

2d  Lieutenant Joseph  Holmes. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  Infantry,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Col.  S.  K. 
Zook  commanding,  was  organized  in  New  York  on  the  19th  of 
October,  1860. 

The  work  of  recruiting  for  this  regiment  went  on  very  success- 
fully. Almost  immediately  oilers  of  aid  in  the  matter  of  money 
and  men  were  coming  in  from  every  side.  This  fine  corps  was 
furnished  with  the  celebrated  Enfield  rifle,  and  the  uniforms  were 
of  a  superior  quality  to  those  ordinarily  used.  The  officers  of  the 
Clinton  Rifles  were  directed  to  report  themselves  daily  at  12  M. 
at  headquarters,  No.  62  William  street,  to  Captain  A.  Anthony 
Gutman,  who  was  appointed  acting  adjutant  by  Col.  Page. 
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On  the  morning  of  Nov.  12th,  1.8G1,  this  fine  regiment,  formed 
of  able-bodied  men  from  the  interior  of  this  State,  and  well  drilled 
and  equipped,  broke  up  their  encampment  at  Camp  Lafayette  the 
evening  before,  according  to  orders  from  "Washington,  directing 
them  to  report  themselves  at  the  Capital.  From  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning  the  camp  was  all  bustle  and  confusion;  but  the 
men  were  all  in  the  best  spirits,  and  highly  delighted  at  the  pros- 
pect of  some  real  active  soldiering.  At  six  o'clock  everything 
was  on  board,  and  the  troops  comfortably  embarked  on  the  trans- 
port "  Joseph  Belknap/'  which  conveyed  them  to  the  Amboy 
railroad,  by  which  they  proceeded  to  Washington.  The  regiment 
numbered  seven  hundred  and  forty-one  men,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Zook,  an  experienced  and  noble  officer. 

Drill  and  instruction  in  infantry  tactics  twice  each  day  was 
immediately  institututcd,  and  constantly  kept  up  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  spring  campaign. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  the  Fifty-seventh  marched  from 
camp  tor  Manassas  Junction,  then  in  possession  of  the  enemy;  and 
occupied  it  on  the  loth,  the  enemy  evacuating  upon  the  advance 
of  the  regiment. 

On  the  15th  of  March  the  first  reconnoissance  of  the  season  was 
ordered  from  Manassas,  and  the  Fifty-seventh  !NTew  York  selected 
from  French's  brigade  to  form  the  infantry  force.  Brig.  Gen. 
Stoneman,  chief  of  cavalry,  commanded  the  reconnoissance. 

This  command  rcconnoitered  the  country  in  advance  about  fif- 
teen miles,  encountering  the  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  near 
Cedar  Run,  driving  them  back  with  loss  of  forty  killed  and 
wounded.     The  Fifty-seventh  sustained  no  loss. 

Having  accomplished  all  that  was  desired,  the  command  re- 
turned, the  day  following,  to  Manassas  Junction.  In  this  affair 
the  conduct  of  the  regiment  elicited  general  admiration  for  the 
discipline  and  courage  displayed  in  presence  of  the  enemy;  and 
from  General  Stoneman  the  colonel  received  a  written  communi- 
cation expressing  his  thanks  for  the  valuable  services  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  it  performed  each 
and  all  its  duties. 

On  the  25th  of  March  the  army  moved  to  Warrenton  Junction, 
and  on  the  1st  of  April  the  campaign  ended,  and  the  troops  com- 
prising the  army  of  the  Potomac  returned  to  Alexandria,  there  to 
embark  for  the  peninsula.  During  this  short  campaign,  which 
lasted  only  twenty-four  days,  both  officers  and  men  were  without 
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cither  tents  or  baggage,  compelled  to  sleep  in  the  open  air,  and 
without  a  change  of  clothing. 

The  regiment  embarked  on  steam  transports  for  Fortress  Mon- 
roe on  the  4th  day  of  April,  and  disembarked  at  Ship  Point,  York 
river,  on  the  7th  day  of  April.  For  ten  days  the  regiment  was 
constantly  on  fatigue  duty,  building  roads  and  bridges,  amongst 
the  latter  the  one  forming  Chcesman's  Landing  dock,  after  the 
completion  of  which  it  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  up  to 
the  time  of  evacuation  by  the  enemy. 

In  following  up  the  retreating  enemy,  nothing  of  importance 
occurred  untik  June  1st,  1862,  when  the  engagement  known  as 
"  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks"  was  fought.  In  this  action  the  regi- 
ment took  a  very  prominent  part,  sustaining  itself  against  four  of 
the  enemy's  lines  without  support,  and  finally  driving  them  back 
with  heavy  loss.  The  loss  in  the  regiment  during  this  action  was 
great,  but  it  gained  imperishable  honors.  In  the  official  report  of 
Gen.  French,  commanding  the  brigade,  he  says  "  the  Fifty-seventh 
New  York  regiment  aided  so  materially  as  to  change  the  fortune 
of  the  day  in  our  favor."  .At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  three  were 
killed  and  fifteen  wounded. 

After  the  engagement  of  June  1st  the  duty  imposed  upon  the 
troops  was  of  the  most  severe  nature.  Constantly  required  to  be 
ready  for  action,  the  men  were  compelled  to  sleep  with  their 
accoutrements  on,  and  turn  out  at  three  o'clock  every  morning, 
thus  exposing  them  to  the  dangerous  miasma  so  prevalent  in  those 
regions,  and  from  which  the  regiment  suffered  severelv. 

In  the  action  at  Gaines'  Mills,  on  the  2  7th  of  June,  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  and  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Meagher,  aided  mate- 
rially in  covering  the  retreat  of  Gen.  Porter's  command  across  the 
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In  this  and  the  engagements  which  followed 


during  the  change  of  base  of  the  army  to  the  James  river,  known 
as  the  Seven  Days'  fighting,  the  division,  of  which  French's  bri- 
gade formed  a  part,  constituted  the  rear  guard  of  the  army,  and 
was  successively  engaged  at  Peach  Orchard  and  Savage  Station, 
on  the  29th  of  June,  two  short  but  decisive  battles,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  repulsed  with  much  loss.  The  loss  of  the  Fifty- 
seventh  was  comparatively  small,  owing  to  its  precision  of  tire  in 
action  and  the  handsome  manner  in  which  the  brigade  was  man- 
oeuvred by  its  commander,  Col.  S.  K.  Zook.  On  the  night  of  the 
29th  the  brigade  silently  withdrew,  crossing  AVhite  Oak  Swamp 
about  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  immediately 
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took  position  again  to  protect  the  withdrawal  of  the  wagon  train. 
Here  the  Fifty-seventh  sustained  one  of  the  most  terrific  cannonad- 
ings  experienced  during  the  war.  The  enemy  came  up  about 
nine  o'clock,  and,  finding  the  bridge  destroyed,  opened  with 
twenty-four  guns  of  heavy  calibre,  throwing  their  shot  and  shell 
with  great  precision  and  fatal  effect. 

Having  successfully  repulsed  all  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  cross  at 
this  point,  during  the  clay,  after  dark  the  brigade  rapidly  marched 
towards  the  James  river,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  reaching  the 
point  known  as  Turkey  Bend  at  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
1st  of  July,  without  interruption  from  the  enemy.  The  troops 
remained  in  this  position  for  four  hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  line  was  formed,  and  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Zook,  marched  for  Malvern  Hill,  there  taking  position  in  line 
of  battle  with  the  other  troops  of  Sumner's  corps.  In  the  engage- 
ment which  took  place  this  day,  the  regiment  did  not  take  a  very 
active  part,  consequently  the  loss  wras  not  great. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1802,  the  army  fell  back  to  Harrison  Land- 
ing, on  the  James  River,  and  remained  there  until  the  16th  of 
August  When  it  was  decided  to  evacuate  the  Peninsula,  General 
Sumner's  corps  again  protected  the  rctrogade  movement  until  its 
safe  arrival  at  Yorktown. 

From  here  the  corps  marched  to  Newport  News,  and  embarked 
on  steam  transports  for  Alexandria.  Immediately  upon  the  arri- 
val of  the  corps  at  that  place,  orders  were  received  to  march 
rapidly  to  Ceutreville  to  support  the  troops  of  Gen.  Pope,  then 
and  there  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  march  was  made  in  eight 
hours,  but  it  being  decided  by  General  Pope  not  to  risk  another 
engagement  with  the  enemy  at  this  place,  the  corps  fell  back  the 
same  niirht  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  on  the  day  following  to 
Alexandria. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  column  was  again  in  motion,  crossed 
the  chain  bridge,  and  marched  into  Maryland. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  the 
regiment  was  present  and  formed  part  of  the  advance  guard  in 
following  the  retreating  enemy  to  Sharpsburgh. 

At  the  battle  of  Antietam,  September  17th,  the  Fifth-seventh 
and  Sixty-sixth  New  York  were  heavily  engaged.  After  this 
action  the  corps  marched  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

From  this  time  nothing  further  occurred,  except  a  slight  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy  near  Charlestown,  until  the  opening  of  the 
fall  campaign  of  18G2. 
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In  the  advance  from  Harper's  Ferry,  October  29th,  through  Lou- 
don County,  Va.,  the  enemy  were  encountered  at  Snicker's  Gap, 
November  2d,  about  two  hundred  strong,  with  two  howitzers  in 
position.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Zook  was  at  once  deployed, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  brigade  of  General  Caldwell,  drove 
the  enemy  back  without  loss  on  either  side. 

From  this  point  the  corps  marched,  by  way  of  Warrcnton,  to 
Frederickburg,  arriving  on  the  J 7th  of  November.  Here  the 
enemy  were  discovered  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
with  four  rifle  guns.  The  celebrated  New  York  battery  com- 
manded by  Captain  Petit,  supported  by  our  brigade,  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  guns  in  the  short  space  of  ten  minutes.  The 
town  and  heights  immediately  in  rear  of  Falmouth  were  occupied 
by  Zook?s  brigade. 

The  morning  of  the  11th  of  December,  the  Fiftv-seventh  New 
York  was  detailed  to  assist  the  Engineer  Corps  in  constructing  the 
pontoon  bridge  across  the  Rappahannock,  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg. In  this  difficult  and  dangerous  duty,  the  regiment  lo.-t 
five  officers  and  thirty  men,  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  attack  and  storming  of  the  heights  in  rear  of  Fredericks- 
burg, on  the  loth,  the  brigade  formed  the  second  line  of  attack, 
and  again  nobly  sustained  its  former  reputation.  The  Fifty- 
seventh  regiment  loss  was  heavy,  both  of  officers  and  men,  but  it 
fully  sustained  its  reputation  as  "  the  fighting  regiment  of  the  old 
brigade!"  Major  Throop  was  at  this  time  wounded  in  the  leg, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  shortly  after  died. 

This  action  closed  the  record  of  the  campaign  of  the  Army  of 
(he  Potomac  for  the  year  1862.  But  few  of  the  gallant  soldiers 
who  one  year  before  represented  the  Fifty-seventh,  remained  to 
relate  tha  proud  history  of  the  regiment;  the  reports  showing 
including  twenty-six  new  recruits  received  during  the  year  18G2, 
only  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  officers  and  men  present  for 
duty. 

The  Fiftv-seventh  was  the  last  regiment  on  the  field  at 
Fredericksburg.  Colonel  Zook  being  in  command  of  the  brigade, 
the  command  devolved  upon  Lieut. -Col.  Chapman.  This  officer 
was  wounded  on  the  eleventh  of  December,  and  Major  N.  Garron 
Throop  succeeded.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Enos  T.  Throop,  former 
Governor  of  New  York,  and  his  mother  was  sister  of  Hon.  Ward 
Hunt,  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals.     Major  Throop  was  pounded 
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in  the  knee  by  a  rainic  ball  on  tho  thirteenth  ;  the  limb  was  after- 
ward amputated,  and  he  died  the  twelfth  of  January.  lie  was  one 
of  the  most  heroic  young  men  in  the  army. 

The  regiment  had  suffered  severely.  All  through  the  campaign 
of  the  Peninsula  it  had  borne  its  full  share  of  duty,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  it  obtained  the  credit  of  having  changed  the 
fortunes  of  the  day.  At  the  battle  of  Antietam,  September  17th, 
it  made  one  of  the  most  brilliant  charges  of  the  war,  driving  the 
enemy  with  fearful  loss,  at  all  points,  and  capturing  the  colors  of 
the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment,  with  more  prisoners  than  the  regi- 
ment had  men.  The  brave  Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  J.  Parison  was 
instantly  killed  while  leading  the  charge,  and  the  Fifty-seventh 
lost  in  this  action  a  third  of  its  officers  and  men.  It  lost  terribly  at 
Frederieksburgh,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  officers  and  men  were  left. 

In  1863  Colonel  Zook  was  made  brigadier-general,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chapman. 

The  Fifty-seventh  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  at 
which  as  usual,  it  suffered  severely.  Its  former  commander, 
General  Zook.  received  a  mortal  wound  from  a  sharpshooter. 
His  body  was  sent  home  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  lay  in  state 
at  the  city  hall  on  Sunday  the  thirteenth  of  July.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  Monday,  and  the  occasion  was  made  memorable  by 
the  draft  riots.  The  Governor  had  sent  the  entire  militia  of  the 
city  and  Brooklyn  into  Pennsylvania,  leaving  New  York  utterly 
defenseless.  It  was  found  necessary  to  employ  the  soldiers  who 
had  come  from  Gettysburg  with  the  corpse  of  their  commander,  to 
aid  in  protecting  the  city.  The  body  of  General  Zook  was  buried 
at  Greenwood. 

The  Fifty-seventh  regiment  was  subsequently  consolidated  with 
the  Sixty-first  regiment  infantry. 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  1SG2. 

RANK.  NAME! 

Colonel Samuel  K.  Zook. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Alford  B.  Chapman 

Major , Js.  Garron  Throop. 

Adjutant Josiah  M.  Favill 

Quartermaster Charles  II.  II.  Brown. 

Surgeon Robert  Y.  McKim. 

Assistant  Stir-eon Henry  C.  Dean. 

Assistant  Surgeon Nelson  Xeely. 

Chaplain Abram  Piatt . 
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RANK.  NAME. 

Company  A: 

Captain Charles  B.  Curtiss. 

1st  Lieutenant « John  S.  Paden. 

2d  Lieutenant Francis  Covert . 

Company  B: 

2d  Lieutenant Melville  Kelsey. 

Company  C: 

Captain '.  John  H.  Bell . 

Company  D: 

Captain James  TV.  Britt . 

1st  Lieutenant , . .  William  H.  French. 

2d  Lieutenant George  Mitchell. 

Company  E: 

Captain  Julius  E.  Erickson . 

2d  Lieutenant J.  Henry  Erickson . 

Company  F: 

Captain Augustus  M.  Wright . 

1st  Lieutenant William  Eeid . 

2d  Lieutenant Augustus  M.  Wright. 
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Company  G: 

Captain William  A.  Kirk . 

I  1st  Lieutenant George  W.  Mitchell. 

I  2d  Lieutenant George  C.  Case  . 


Company  H: 

Captain George  W.  Jones. 

2d  Lieutenant. , Richard  S .  Alcoke. 

Company  I: 

Captain Henry  H.  Mott . 

1st  Lieutenant Jcdediah  C.  Paine. 

2d  Lieutenant Henry  M.  Brewster 

Company  K: 

Captain Alfred  I.  La  Yallie. 

1st  Lieutenant Paul  M.  Pou . 

2d  Lieutenant Thomas  C.  White. 
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FIFTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 

In  August,  1861,  Secretary  Cameron  authorized  Colonel  W. 
Kryzanowski  to  form  a  regiment  of  riflemen.  The  colonel  had 
already  done  excellent  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
was  very  active  in  protecting  the  city  of  Washington  and  neigh- 
borhood before  the  arrival  of  the  Northern  volunteers  at  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion. 

Immediately  after  being  commissioned  the  colonel  received  two 
companies  that  had  been  raised  in  Baltimore  and  Washington  of 
men  who  had  already  served  under  him.  They  proceeded  to  the 
camp  of  instruction  at  Turtle  Bay,  on  the  17th  of  August,  under 
the  name  of  United  States  Rifles. 

Two  other  organizations  of  rifles  had  been  commenced — the 
Humboldt  Yagers,  Col.  Lulz,  and  the  Morgan  Rifles,  Col.  Geliman. 
They  were  consolidated  in  July,  but  their  number  not  being  com- 
pleted in  time,  it  was  finally  determined  to  attach  them  to  the 
command  of  Col.  Kryzanowski.  The  Polish  Legion,  which  had 
been  started  by  Col.  Julian  Allen,  was  also  united  with  the  Fifty- 
eighth.  The  nationality  of  this  regiment  was  remarkably  diversi- 
fied. The  men  were  Italians,  Germans,  Boles,  Danes,  Russians  and 
French.  Their  discipline  was  very  thorough.  Many  of  thern 
had  belonged  to  military  organizations  in  Europe,  and  their  sol- 
dier-like appearance  was  generally  admired. 

The  recruiting  headquarters  of  the  United  States  Rifles  was  at 
No.  239  Broadway.  During  the  season  Colonel  Kryzanowski 
received  many  courtesies  from  citizens.  He  was  presented  with 
an  elegant  gold-mounted  sword,  with  sash  and  belt,  by  Mr.  S. 
Steiufield,  a  brother  of  the  Masonic  order,  who  accompanied  the 
gift  with  a  speech  complimenting  the  gallant  colonel  for  his 
invaluable  services  in  defending  the  national  capital. 

The  Fifty -eighth,  when  fully  organized,  had  the  following  offi- 
cers :  Colonel.  W.  Kryzanowski;  Lieut.  Colonel, -Francis  Get- 
man  :  Major,  Theodore  Lichtensteiu  ;  Adjutant,  Charles  W.  Leor- 

herdt  ;  Quartermaster,    Abraham  Nussbaum  ;   Surgeon,  Dr. 

llassel  :    Assistant   Surgeon,   Dr.  Meneke  ;  Chaplain,    Rev. 

Frederick    A.    Ilertzberger ;    Sergeant    Major,  Louis   Diedrich  j 
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Quartermaster's  Sergeant,  Julius  Amke;  Company  Sergeant,  Chas. 
Wurms  ;  Hospital  Steward,  Theodore  Loesch. 

A  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  regiment  from  the  time  of  leav- 
ing New  York  till  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  is  presented  by 
the  commanding  officer  in  the  following  communication  to  Hon. 
Thomas  Hillhouse,  then  Adjutant  General  of  this  State  : 

Headquarters  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  11th  Corps,  ) 
<  Stafford  Court  House,  Dec.  3U-£,  1862.  ^ 

To  General  Thomas  Hillhouse,  Adjutant-General  : 

In  compliance  with  your  notice,  dated  Dec.  2d,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  Fifty-eighth  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  after  leaving  New  York 
on  the  7th  November,   1861,  arrived  at  Washington  on  the  9th, 
and  remained  there  until  the  loth,  when  it  was  assigned  to  Blen- 
ker's  division,  Third  brigade,  and  marched    to  Hunter's  Chapel. 
It  remained  in  camp  at  the  latter  place  until  December  18th,  at 
which  time  it  went  to  Annandale  Church  to  do  picket  duty  for 
one  month.     This  duty  was  accomplished  with  entire  satisfaction 
to  the  superior  commanders,  and  the  regiment  returned  to  camp 
at  Hunter's   Chapel   on  the    18th  January,    18G2.     Not   until   the 
18th  of  March  did  any  change  take  place;  but  on  that  memorable 
day  the  whole  army  of  the  Potomac  moved,  and  with  it  the  divi- 
sion  to   which  the  Fifty-eighth  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,   belonged. 
It  was  then  that  hardships  commenced,  which  are  hardly  equalled 
in  the  military  history  of  the  United  States.     During  thirty-eight 
days  the  troops  saw  no  tents,  while  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
made   marching   sometimes  almost  impossible.     Crackers,    coffee 
and  sugar,  with  an  occasional  ration  of  fresh  beef,  constituted  the 
food  of  the  troops  during  that  time,  in  consequence  of  which  their 
health  and  numbers  decreased  every  day.     The  following  was  the 
route  of  march:  From  Hunter's  Chapel  to  Burke's  Station,  Fair- 
fax Court  House,   Manassas  Junction,  Warrenton,   Salem,    Paris, 
Millwood  and  Winchester,  arriving  at  that  place  near  the  20th  of 
April.  18G2.     At  Warrenton  was  the  only  place  where  the  enemy 
was  met:   however,    no  regular  engagement  took   place,  because 
the  enemy  retired  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock.     Had 
the  regiment  taken  part  in  any  battles,  it  could  not  have   been 
decimated  more  than  when  it  arrived  at  Winchester,  where  it  was 
provided  with   good  food   and   clothing,  and  again  prepared   for 
long  and  fatiguing  marches.     On  the  2d  May  it  left  Winchester, 
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across  the  mountains,  to  West  Virginia,  under  the  command  of 
General  Rosecrans.  The  march  was  by  way  of  Romney,  Tur- 
lington, Petersburg  to  Franklin.  At  Petersburg  it  joined  Gen- 
eral Fremont's  army,  and  after  a  halt  of  eleven  days  at  Franklin, 
started,  on  the  24th  of  May,  for  the  Shenandoah  valley,  in  pursuit 
of  General  Jackson's  arm}-.  At  Strasburg  the  enemy  was  at  first 
encountered,  and  then  a  series  of  skirmishes  commenced  which 
ended  with  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys,  June  8th,  in  which  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  took  an  important  part  and  lost  a 
number  of  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  army,  after  pursuing 
General  Jackson  to  Port  Republic,  returned  down  the  Shenandoah 
valley  to  Middletown,  where  General  Sigel  took  command,  and 
the  Fifty-eighth  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Kryzanowski  (its  former  commander),  General  Schurz's  division. 

On  the  eighth  of  July  the  army  left  Middletown,  to  Front  Royal, 
thence  to  Luray  and  Spcrryville,  where  it  was  encamped  until 
the  eighth  of  August,  when  it  marched  to  the  assistance  of  General 
Banks,  who  had  a  battle  at  Cedar  Mountain,  near  Culpepper. 
Under  General  SigePs  command  the  Fifty-eight  regiment,  N.  Y.S. 

O  •/DC' 

Y.,  participated  in  the  engagements  of  Freeman's  Ford,  Sulphur 
Springs,  V»raterloo  Ford,  and  subsequently  in  the  battle  of  Bull 
Hun,  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  August  ;  it  was,  together  with 
the  Seventy-fifth  regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y.,the  last  to  cross  the  "Bull 
Run"  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  August,  covering  the  retreat  of 
our  army  on  the  march  to  Centrevillc. 

Since  that  time  it  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  and 
at  Fairfax  and  Centrevillc,  until  the  10th  of  December,  when  it 
marched  to  Dumfries,  thence  to  Falmouth,  and  back  to  Stafford 
Court  House,  where  it  is  encamped  at  the  present  time. 

The  total  loss  is  as  follows  : 

Eighteen  killed  in  action. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 

Sixteen  mustered  out. 

Twenty-seven  died  of  wounds. 

Sixty-nine  deserters. 

Twenty-three  officers  resigned. 

Seventy-six  from  other  causes. 

Total  loss  :  Three  hundred  and  seveuty-six. 

During  the  whole  time  the  regiment  has  been  in  the  United 
State  service,  it  has  shown  good  discipline,  and  has,  during  action, 
always  behaved  well  and  deserves  credit. 
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Submitting  the  above  report  for  your  Excellency's  perusal,  I 
remain  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  KKYZANOWSKI, 
Colonel  hU7i  Reg't,  1ST.  Y.  S.  F.,  Comm'd'g  2d  Brig.  3d  Div. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Gen.  Grant  to  the  supreme  command, 
and  the  transferring  of  several  of  the  army  corps  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  the  Fifty-eighth  was  assigned  to  duty  in 
that  region.  The  gallant  colonel  had  earned  distinction,  and  was 
for  a  time  assigned  the  duties  of  brigadier  general.  Its  term  of 
service  expired  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1864.  The  veterans, 
now  but  about  two  hundred  in  all,  agreed  to  enlist  anew.  They 
were  awarded  a  furlough,  and,  leaving  Chattanooga,  returned  to 
New  York,  arriving  on  the  26th  of  January.  There  was  not  room 
to  inscribe  on  their  banners  the  names  of  the  battles  in  which  they 
had  fought. 

A  grand  reception  was  given  them.  The  German  military 
organizations  turned  out  to  do  honor  to  their  brethren  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  many  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of 
the  west.  The  New  York  Sixty-eighth  were  also  companions  in 
the  display.  The  Fifth  regiment  of  the  National  Guard,  the  old 
members  of  the  Fifty-eighth  and  Sixty-eighth,  the  officers  of  other 
German  organizations  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  formed 
the  escort. 

The  two  regiments  arrived  by  the  Hudson  River  railroad,  and 
marched  to  the  City  Hall  Park,  where  the  escort  received  them. 
They  bore  the  standards  which  had  been  presented  to  them  before 
they  first  left  the  city,  by  James  T.  Brady.  Mayor  Gunther  pro- 
ceeded to  review  them,  and  then  addressed  to  the  men  a  speech  of 
welcome  to  their  homes. 
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RANK.  NAME. 

Colonel Waldimir  Kryzanowski. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick  Gellmann . 

Adjutant Gustav  Stoldt. 

Surgeon Robert  Thomain . 

Assistant  Surgeon Charles  Stein. 

Assistant  Surgeon. , Francis  Ilearle . 

Chaplain Friediich  Ilerzberger. 

Company  A: 

Captain Augustus  Foster . 
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BANK.  NAME. 

Company  B: 

Captain Peter  Kohurger . 

1st  Lieutenant Rudolph  Schoverer. 

2d  Lieutenant F.  Sauter. 

Company  C: 

Captain Frederick  Braun. 

2d  Lieutenant Louis  Dietrich. 

Company  D: 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  Kern. 

2d  Lieutenant Nicholal  Ilehl. 

Company  E: 

Captain Hermann  Bacht . 

1st  Lieutenant Hermann  Ilerld. 

Company  F: 

Captain Francis  Mayer . 

1st  Lieutenant Ernst  Kurlbaum. 

2d  Lieutenant Louis  Leppfer. 

Company  G: 

Captain Gottfried  Mass . 

1st  Lieutenant William  Appeiizeller. 

2d  Lieutenant Charles  J.  Barwicki , 

Company  II: 

1st  Lieutenant Max  Schmidt . 

2d  Lieutenant Adolph  Schmagrer. 

Company  I: 

1st  Lieutenant Emil  Koenig. 

Company  K: 

Captain Michael  Esenban . 

1st  Lieutenant Charles  Warms. 

2d  Lieutenant Franz  Schaurice. 


FIFTY-NINTH  REGIMENT  INFANTE Y,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 

The  Fifty-ninth  regiment  was  organized  in  Greenpoint,  or  East 
New  York,  although  much  recruiting  for  it  vras  done  in  the 
interior  of  the  State,  several  companies  being  started  in  Clinton 
and  Lewis  counties.  While  in  process  of  organization,  the  regi- 
ment was  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  P.  J.  Joachimsen. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1801,  the  municipal  authorities  of  New 
York  presented  a  regimental  Hag  to  the  regiment,  having  upon  it 
the  coat  of  av\m  of  the  city  and  a  device.  The  national  colors 
were  also  presented  to  the  organization  by  Hon. y Ambrose  C. 
King? laud,  former  mayor  of  the  city.  Another  national  ilag  and 
two  guidons  wore  ordered  by  the  city  authorities  in  April,  1863. 
These  Hags  were  carried  by  the  regiment  till  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
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burg:  when  having  became  tattered  and  worn,  they  were  deposited 
at  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  regiment  left  fur  the  scat  of  war  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  of 
November,  1861,  and  arrived  two  days  afterwards  at  Washington, 
and  remained  stationed  at  a  little  distance  from  that  city  till  the 
moving  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  18G2.  It  was  attached  to 
the  Second  army  corps,  and  was  a  favorite  with  all  its  command- 
ers, because  of  the  bravery  and  superior  discipline  of  the  men. 

The  principal  actions  in  which  the  Fifty-ninth  was  engaged 
during  the  year  1862,  were  the  battles  of  Malvern  Hill,  Chantilly, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg.  At  Antietam  its 
loss  was  very  severe.  It  went  into  the  battle  with  twenty-one 
officers  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  men.  of  whom  thirteen  officers 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty  men  were  killed,  wounded  or  taken 
prisoners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Joachimsen  had  been  succeeded  by  John  L. 
Stetson,  of  Plattsburgh,  a  brave  and  intrepid  officer.  While  lead- 
ing forward  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stetson  was  struck  by  a  minic  bullet  and  instantly  killed. 

Several  of  the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  on  this 
occasion,  were  promoted  for  meritorious  conduct.  Major  North- 
edge  succeeded  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stetson,  and  Captain  Max  A. 
Thoman  became  major.  Several  of  the  line  officers  were  also 
awarded  elevation  of  rank. 

In  October  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  a  skirmish  at  Charles- 
town,  Virginia,  where  it  displayed  its  usual  bravery. 

The  next  action  of  the  Fifty-ninth  was  at  Fredericksburg,  on 
the  11th  and  13th  of  December.  The  Second  brigade,  consisting 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Forty-second  New  York,  the  Seventh  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  was  the  first 
to  cross  the  Rappahannock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  As  it 
entered  Fredericksburg  it  became  involved  in  a  desperate  con- 
flict with  the  celebrated  "  Barksdale's  Mississippi  brigade."  It 
lasted  about  an  hour,  and  the  Fifty-ninth  lost  about  forty  men. 
Captain  Reynolds  and  Lieutenant  Seymour  were  killed.  On  the 
loth  the  brigade  took  part  in  the  charge  on  Havre's  Heights. 
On  this  occasion  a  shell  exploding  over  the  Fifty-ninth  tore  its 
flags  into  shreds. 

During  the  winter  Colonel  Tidball  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Northedge,  whose  place  in  turn  was  taken  by  Maj.  Thoman. 
But  Colonel  Northedge  did  not  long  continue  in  command.     He 
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was  arrested  in  April  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer,  tried  by 
court  martial  and  dismissed  from  the  service.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a  brave  officer;  and  it  was  told  of  him  that  lie  entered  a 
house  alone  at  Fredericksburg,  in  which  were  twenty-three 
rebel  soldiers,  and  made  them  all  prisoners. 

The  regiment  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  battle  of  Chanecl- 
lorsville.  On  the  second  of  May,  18 G3,  the  third  brigade  of  the 
second  division,  struck  camp  about  midnight  and  marched  to  the 
Lucy  house,  where  it  remained  till  dawn.  It  then  proceeded  to 
the  bank  of  the  river,  and  upon  the  completing  of  the  pantoon 
bridge,  immediately  crossed  and  entered  Fredericksburg,  march- 
ing up  Princess  Anne  street  to  Charles.  The  regiment  was  then 
countermarched  and  halted  ;  and  a  little  while  afterward  the  bri- 
gade moved  to  the  right  of  the  city.  There  was  some  skirmishing 
for  a  few  minutes.  About  noon  the  brigade  proceeded,  by  way 
of  Princess  Anne  and  William  streets,  to  the  enemy's  first  line  of 
fortifications,  which  were  soon  taken.  In  a  short  time  the  force 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  Fifty-ninth  took  position  near  the 
Gordon  house  at  the  north  of  the  church  yard,  and  there  bivou- 
acked for  the  night.  One  man  was  killed,  corporal  B.  F.  Ilainault, 
and  seven  wounded. 

The  next  morning,  May  fourth,  straggling  parties  of  men 
belonging  to  the  Sixth  army  corps  came  hurrying  into  the  city  in 
disorder,  proclaiming  that  the  enemy  were  pursuing.  Two  heavy 
columns  of  infantry  also  appeared  in  sight,  retreating.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Thoman  immediately  formed  his  regiment,  throwing  it 
into  the  churchyard  behind  a  brick  wall  four  feet  high.  Rein- 
forcements came  from  the  Massachusetts  Nineteenth,  and  the 
arrangements  were  made  for  holding  the  position.  The  enemy, 
then  apparently  about  three  thousand  strong,  without  artillery, 
made  no  demonstration  except  to  place  men  in  the  rifle  pits.  At 
ten  o'clock  sharpshooters  were  advanced  and  gave  considerable 
annoyance.  About  half-past  twelve  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
came  to  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thoman,  and  a  brisk 

fire  was  maintained  till  night.  The  Fifty-ninth  did  not  lose  a 
man. 

The  next  morning  the  regiment  crossed  back  to  the  northern 
bide  of  the  river  and  returned  to  the  camp,  near  Falmouth.  The 
colonel  did  not  command  on  this  occasion,  having  been  placed 
under  arrest.  Captain  McFadden,  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Pohl- 
rnan,  Adjutant  Crawford,  Captain  Vanderpoel,  and  others,  behaved 
gallantly. 
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The  next  action  in  which  the  Fifty-ninth  was  engaged  was  a 
skirmish  at  Thoroughfare  Gap  in  June  1863. 

It  also  bore  its  part  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  on  the  second 
and  third  of  July.  On  the  morning  of  the  second,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Thoman  was  mortally  wounded.  Adjutant  Wm.  Henry 
Pohlman  took  command  and  distinguished  himself  gallantly. 
About  4  o'clock  on  the  third  his  left  arm  was  broken  by  a  minie 
ball,  but  Wolfe-like,  he  continued  an  hour  longer  in  the  battle, 
when  the  wrist  of  the  right  hand  was  shattered  by  a  shot  and  the 
arteries  severed.-  This  was  his  fourteenth  and  last  battle.  He 
was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Rev.  William  J.  Pohlman,  missionary  to 
China.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Fifty-ninth  as  a  lieutenant 
the  previous  December. 

The  next  occasion  for  the  regiment  to  display  itself,  was  at  a 
skirmish  near  Williamsport,  a  few  days  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg. 

At  the  end  of  the  two  years  for  which  the  regiment  had 
enlisted,  its  handful  of  veterans,  less  than  two  hundred  in  all, 
enlisted  anew,  and  returning  home,  in  December,  was  allowed  to 
remain  till  its  ranks  could  be  tilled. 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-xixtii  Regimext  New  York  State  Volunteers,  1802. 

raxk.  name. 

Colonel William  Linn  Tidball . 

Lieutenant-Colonel William  Northedge. 

Major Max  A.  Thoman . 

Adjutant Horace  P.  Rugg. 

Quartermaster Zan  L.  Tidball. 

Surgeon Joseph  P.  Colgan . 

Assistant  Surgeon William  J.  Burr. 

Assistant  Surgeon Henry  Duane . 

Company  A: 

Captain Sherman  N.  Aspinwall . 

2d  Lieutenant Thomas  Kirk . 

Company  B: 
2d  Lieutenant Ambrose  F.  Cole. 

Company  C: 

Captain Charles  Wolff. 

1st  Lieutenant Howard  V.  Tompkins . 

2d  Lieutenant Jacob  Schneider. 

Company  D: 

Captain Edward  Reynolds . 

1st  Lieutenant Bertholf  IT.  lleilman. 
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Company  E: 

Captain William  Lyre . 

1st  Lieutenant * Stephen  C.  Roosa . 

2d  Lieutenant Henry  N.  Hamilton. 

Company  F: 

Captain ,  James  H.  Purdy . 

2d  Lieutenant Henry  Totten. 

Company  G: 

Captain Qould  J.  Jennings . 

1st  Lieutenant Beuj.  W.  Vanderpoel. 

2d  Lieutenant Hannibal  Seymour. 

Company  H: 

Captain r. . . . .  Miller  Moody. 

1st  Lieutenant William  McFadden. 

2d  Lieutenant , . .  Wilson  S.  LalTerty. 

Company  I: 

Captain ,  James  II.  Birdsall. 

2d  Lieutenant Edward  P.  Richards. 

Company  K: 

Captain Abraham  Florentine,  jr. 

1st  Lieutenant Daniel  Townsend. 

2d  Lieutenant James  Peacock. 


SIXTIETH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Sixtieth  Regiment.  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  was  formed  under  an  order 
issued  by  Governor  Morgan  to  Colonel  Charles  R.  Bourdage,  July 
5th,  1861.  to  rendezvous  his  regiment  (the  Thirty-third  N.  Y.  S. 
M.)  at  Ogdensburgh.  The  work  of  recruiting  began  at  once,  and 
ftbe  regiment  was  organized  as  follows  by  companies  : 

William  B.  Goodrich,  William  Montgomery  and  Capt.  Benj.  R. 
Clark  recruited  in  the  towns  of  Canton,  Herman,  Potsdam,  Rus- 
sell, Madrid,  Colton,  Parishvillc,  and  Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence 
county,  and  reported  at  Camp  Wheeler  with  four  hundred  and  live 
enlisted  men,  one  hundred  and  one  of  whom  were  accepted  and 
mustered.  This  company,  designated  as  Company  A,  was  organ- 
ized by  electing  Win.  B.  Goodrich,  captain;  Benj.  R.  Clark,  first 
lieutenant;   and  Win.  Montgomery,  second  lieutenant. 

Capt.  David  Day, 2d,  and  Lieut.  John  Snyder  recruited  in  Macomb, 
Gouverneur  and  Dcpcyster,  St.  Lawrence  county,  and  went  into 
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camp  with  forty  men.  Designated  as  Company  B;  the  company 
organized  by  electing  David  Day,  2d,  captain;  John  Snyder,  first 
lieutenant;  and  James  Horst,  second  lieutenant. 

John  C.  O.  Reddington,  a  private  in  the  Eighteenth  New  York 
State  Volunteers;  Thomas  Hobart,  a  private  in  the  Seventh  Massa- 
chusetts State  Volunteers;  John  E.  Wilson  and  Nchemiah  Wiley 
recruited  in  Hammond,  Morristown,  Oswegatchie,  Edwards,  Ros- 
sie,  Russell  and  Fowler,  St.  Lawrence  county,  and  reported  with 
thirty-two  men.  Designated  as  Company  C;  the  company  elected 
John  C.  0.  Reddington,  captain;  James  Young,  first  lieutenant;  and 
Thomas  Hobart,  second  lieutenant. 

Lieut.  James  M.  King,  Winslow  M.  Thomas  and  Geo.  M.  Gleason 
recruited  thirty-three  men  in  Russell,  Edwards,  Pierpont  and 
Canton,  St.  Lawrence  county.  Company  D  was  organized  by  the 
election  of  Winslow  M.  Thomas,  captain;  James  M.  King,  first  lieu- 
tenant; and  George  M.  Gleason,  second  lieutenant. 

William  H.  Hyde,.  P.  Shelly  Sinclair  and  George  J.Cornish 
recruited  fifty-one  men  in  Malone,  Bangor  and  Brandon,  Franklin 
county.  Wm.  H.  Hyde,  was  chosen  captain;  P.  S.  Sinclair,  first 
lieutenant;  and  Ilosea  C.Reynolds,  second  lieutenant  Company  E. 

Thomas  Elliott,  a  private  in  the  Seventh  New  York  State  Mili- 
tia, recruited  under  special  order  of  the  President  fifty-four  men. 
He  was  elected  captain;  John  Delancy,  first  lieutenant;  and  Milton 
F.  Spencer,  second  lieutenant  Company  F. 

Capt.  Hugh  Smith  recruited  twenty-seven  men  in  Madrid,  Wad- 
dington,  Louisville,  Masseva  and  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence  county. 
lie  was  chosen  captain  of  Company  G,  with  Orson  M.  Foot,  first 
lieutenant  and  John  Dundon,  jr.,  second  lieutenant. 

James  M.  Ransom,  Lorwey  E.  White  and  Marcellus  L.  Fitch 
recruited  forty-five  men  in  Champlain,  Mooers,  Ellenburgh,  Altona, 
Chazy  and  Saranac,  Clinton  county,  and  Lisbon,  St.  Lawrence 
county.  James  M.  Ransom  was  elected  captain;  Lorwey  E.  White, 
first  lieutenant;  and  Marcellus  L.  Fitch,  second  lieutenant  Co.  H. 

Rev.  Jesse  II.  Jones  and  Guy  Hogan  recruited  fifty-five  men  in 
Lawrence,  Stockholm  and  Brasher,  St.  Lawrence  county.  Jesse 
II.  Jones  was  made  captain;  Guy  Hogan,  first-lieutenant;  and 
Lyman  M.  Shedd,  second-lieutenant,  Company  I. 

Abel  Godard  and  Capt.  Henry  C.  Eastman,  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  recruited  forty-two  men  in  Stockholm  and 
Iiichville,  St.  Lawrence  county.     Abel  Godard   was  elected  eap- 
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tain;  Henry  C.  Eastman,  first  lieutenant;  and  Abner  B.  Shipman, 
second  lieutenant,  Company  K. 

On  the  25th  October,  Hon.  Wm,  B.  Wheeler,  for  whom  the 
camp  was  named,  presented  to  the  regiment  a  National  flag.  On 
Tuesday,  October  29th,  Colonel  Wm.  B.  Hayward,  late  of  the 
Sixtieth  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  reported  at  camp  as  the  commander 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  regiment.  October  31st,  Hon. 
John  Five  presented  a  State  banner  to  the  regiment,  on  behalf  of 
the  ladies  of  Ogdcnsburgh.  The  regiment  left  Ogdensburgh  for 
the  seat  of  war  November  1st,  18(31,  and  shortly  after  reaching 
Washington  was  assigned  to  duty  in  guarding  the  railroad 
between  Baltimore  and  the  National  Capital.  On  the  12th  of 
January,  1862,  Col.  Wm.  B.  Hayward  was  honorably  discharged, 
having  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  War  Department,  and  on 
the  27th  January,  Col.  George  Sears  Greene,  a  graduate  of  West 
Point,  took  command  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  regiment. 
Guard  duty  continued  without  change  until  May,  when  Col.  Greene 
received  a  commission  as  brigadier-general,  and  Lt. -Colonel  Wm. 

B.  Goodrich  succeeded  to  the  command;  Major  Brundage  becom- 
ing lieut. -colonel,  and  A.  B.  James,  adjutant  of  the  Fiftieth  regi- 
ment N.  Y.  S.  V..  receiving  a  commission  as  major  of  the  Sixtieth. 
On  the  11th  of  May,  six  companies  of  the  regiment,  A,  D,  E,  F, 
II,  and  K,  were  ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry,  leaving  companies  B, 

C,  E,  and  I  on  railroad  duty.  June  2d,  Major-General  Sigel 
arrived  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  took  command  of  the  forces  there 
collected,  which  soon  after  moved  forward  to  Winchester,  just 
evacuated  by  Stonewall  Jackson.  July  1st,  Lt. -Colonel  Brundage 
left  for  home  on  sick  leave.  During  this  month  Major-General 
Sigel  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  division  by  Major-Gen- 
eral C.  Augur,  and  Brig.-General  Greene  returned  to  take  com- 
mand of  tbe  brigade,  and  on  the  21st  the  four  companies  which 
had  been  left  on  railroad  duty  rejoined  the  regiment.  The  regi- 
ment suffered  severely  during  the  hot  weather  from  typhus  fever, 
losing  several  officers  and  enlisted  men.  One  hundred  of  the  lat- 
ter were  removed  to  hospitals  at  Fauquier  Springs,  but  the  sick. 
ncss  continued.  Meanwhile  Lt.-Colonel  Brundage  returned  to 
the  front,  but  only  in  time  to  share  in  the  retreat  of  General 
Bunks  through  Virginia.  Major  Jones  was  soon  after  promoted 
to  a  lieut.-colonelcy  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  regiment,  of 
which  be  subsequently  became  colonel,  and  Capt.  Abel  Godard 
succeeded  him  as  Major  of  the  Sixtieth  regiment. 
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At  the  battle  of  Antietam  the  heroic  Colonel  Win.  B.  Goodrich 
was  killed  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  right  breast.  The  report  of  Li- 
Colonel  Brundage  of  this  battle  was  as  follows: 

Headquarters,  Third  Brigade,  Loudon  Heights,  Va.,  } 

Sept.  25th  1862.  J 

To  Brigade  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  commanding  2d  Division, 

1  \Ui  Army  Corps  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  17th, 

18G2,  Col  Wm.  B.  Goodrich,  being  in  command  of  this  brigade, 

was  ordered  to  take  the  brigade,  then  composed   of  the  Sixtieth 

and   Seventy-eighth  N.  Y.    S.    V.,   Third    Delaware    and  Purnell 

Legion,  into  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  battle.     Before 

.        .  . 

getting  into  position,  the  Purnell  Legion   was  ordered   to  some 

other  position  in  the  Held,  which  reduced  the  line  of  this  brigade 
to  the  three  first  named  regiments.  On  getting  into  position  skir- 
mishers were  thrown  out  on  the  right  and  left,  who  cleared  the 
woods  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  While  thus  engaged,  and 
about  an  hour  after  the  commencement,  the  colonel  commanding 
was  mortally  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field.  The  command 
then  devolved  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Austin,  of  the  Seventy- 
eighth  New  York,  who  remained  in  command  during  the  dav. 
About  an  hour  and  a  half  from  this  time  orders  were  received  to 
withdraw  the  brigade  from  the  field.  This  was  done,  and  the  line 
shortly  after  reformed  about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  its  former 
position.  The  brigade  remained  in  the  line  till  near  dark,  when 
they  were  by  yourself  to  rejoin  the  division.  This  report  is  made 
from  recollection  only,  no  date  being  kept,  as  the  command  was 
not  handed  over  to  me  till  late  in  the  evening.  I  deem  it  just, 
however,  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the  coolness  and  bravery 
of  the  officers  and  men  in  action,  especially  of  the  true  soldierly 
bravery  of  Colonel  Goodrich,  the  daring  and  courage  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Austin,  and  the  valuable  services  of  Captain  Reding- 
ton,  of  the  Sixtieth  New  York  and  First  Lieutenant  McGreggor, 
of  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York;  the  two  latter  having  charge  of 
the  skirmishers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  BRUNDAGE, 

Lt.  Col.  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
On  the   11th  of  October,   Major  Godard   and  Quartermaster 
Mcrritt  returned   to   camp  with  a  large  number  of  convalescents. 
On  the  28th  the  regiment  moved  from  Loudon  Heights  to  Loudon 
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Valley,  and  the  Sixtieth,  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Ninety-fifth  New  York,  the  Third  Delaware,  and  the 
Ptirncll  Lesrion  were  brigaded  under  General  A.  J.  Jackson,  as 
record  in  the  Second  division,  Twelfth  army  corps.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Brundage  resigned  early  m  the  following  month,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  O.  Bedington  was  promoted  to  take  his  place. 
Major  Godard  resigned  in  the  December  following,  and  Captain 
Win-low  M.  Thomas  was  appointed    major. 

From    an    account    of  the   Sixtieth   regiment  by  its   chaplain, 
Richard  Eddy,  the  following  statistics  are  gathered  : 

Strength  of  regiment,   February  20,  1803  (including  officers  and   non-com- 
missioned staff * 580 

Total  present  for  duty  at  that  date 357 

Absent,  detailed,  deserted,  or  in  hospital 232 

Summary  of  Losses  to  February  20,  18G3. 
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The  subjoined  interesting,  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Sixtieth  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  is  from  the 
journal  of  the  regimental  quartermaster,  E.  A.  Merritt,  now 
Quartennaster-General  N.  Y.  S.  M.  : 

14  May  1st — This  morning  we  received  orders  to  muster  for  pay; 
had  just  commenced  when  the  boom  of  cannon  was  heard  but  a 
short  distance  from  us,  and  we  were  ordered  into  line,  and  were 
soon  marching  in  that  direction,  which  was  towards  Banks'  Ford. 
We  marched  down  through  the  pine  woods,  over  brooks  and 
almost  everything  that  could  impede  our  progress.  We  were  soon 
near  enough  to  have  occasion  to  dodge  the  enemy's  solid  shot, 
which  were  hurled  toward  us  in  great  profusion,  and  some  of  them 
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came  uncomfortably  near.  I  assure  you  it  was  not  very  welcome 
music,  as  they  came  crashing  through  the  trees,  but  I  believe  none 
of  our  regiment  were  injured.  Soon  the  musketry  firing  became 
very  brisk,  and  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  After  falling  back 
about  a  mile  we  threw  out  skirmishers  and  very  quietly  drew  back 
toward  our  camp.  Soon  after  there  was  a  furious  attack  made  by 
cavalry  on  our  right,  but  they  were  nobly  repulsed.  Again  they 
tried  on  our  left  but  were  driven  back,  the  loss  being  heavy  on 
both  sides.     Morning  came,  and  found  alons;  our  whole  line  a 

i  splendid  rifle-pit.    The  men  had  worked  all  night;  they  had  work- 

ed hard  for  nearly  a  week,  had  skirmished  all  day,  and  now  they 
work  all  night,  constructing  breastworks,  and  the  only  tools  they 
had,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  spades,  as  many  axes  and 
picks,  were  the  bayonets  of  their  guns  and  tin  plates  from  their 
haversacks;  but  with  all  these  disadvantages  to  surmount,  in  one 
night  had  constructed  fortifications  behind  which  they  felt  perfectly 
secure. 

"  May  2d — This  day  we  were  permitted  to  rest  quietly,  with 
the  exception  of  an  occasional  shell,  which  burst  near  enough  to 
remind  us  of  our  proximity  to  the  foe.  At  about  4  r.  si.,  firing 
commenced  in  the  woods  in  our  front.  We  immediately  sprang  to 
arms,  and  anxiously  waited  an  attack  on  our  intrenchments.  All 
at  once  a  general  attack  was  made  on  our  right,  and  we  were 
moved  up  the  length  of  our  division.  Stragglers  at  this  time 
came  running  past  in  great  confusion,  stating  that  the  Eleventh 
corps,  to  which  they  belonged,  was  all  cut  to  pieces  ;  our  regi- 
ment was  engaged  trying  to  stop  them,  forming  them  into  line 
that  they  might  again  report  to  their  proper  commands.  The 
enemy  were  finally  repulsed  before  fairly  turning  our  flank,  and 
were  driven  around  nearly  in  rear  of  us.  The  cannonading  at 
this  time  was  terrific.  They  massed  their  forces  twice  during  the 
night  and  attempted  to  force  our  line.  Artillery  was  ready  for 
them,  and  they  were  driven  back  with  fearful  loss.  It  was  a  beauti- 
ful night,  and  the  artillery  firing  was  the  most  fearfully  grand 
sight  that  I  ever  beheld. 

11  May  M — This  being  Sunday,  and  as  we  knew  that  this  was 
the  enemy's  fighting  day,  we  looked  for  a  hard  day's  work  :  the 
ball  opened  early  and  fiercely.  About  sunrise  we  were  ordered 
to  move  to  the  right  about  the  length  of  our  regiment  and  at  right 
angle  with  the  rifle-pits,  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  stragglers. 
This  left  us  in  a  very  exposed  position  ;  we  threw  up   some  oak 
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brush  and  shrubbery  in  front  of  us,  as  a  sort  of  protection,  and 
then  lay  down  behind  it  awaiting  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Soon 
the  men  of  regiments  which  had  been  engaged  came  running  back, 
some  with  and  some  without  arms.  We  succeeded  in  stopping 
many  of  them.  Soon  the  enemy  were  near  enough  for  us  to  do  a 
little  execution;  we  arose,  discharged  our  pieces  at  the  foe  who  were 
advancing,  leaped  over  our  brush  heaps,  advanced,  loaded  and 
fired  several  rounds,  and  then  resumed  our  former  position,  and 
waited  for  them  to  form  their  line,  which  we  had  broken  up 
somewhat,  and  advance  upon  us  again,  which  they  soon  did.  We 
gave  them  another  volley,  then  charged  upon  them,  but  they 
would  not  stand,  but  ran  in  all  directions.  We  therefore  stood 
and  fired  upon  them  several  rounds  more,  but  seeing  that  we  were 
the  only  regiment  that  had  not  retired,  concluded  that  we  had 
better  fall  back.  At  this  time  our  commanding  officer,  Lt. -Colonel 
J.  O.  Ileddington,  could  not  be  found;  some  said  he  had  been 
killed,  but  the  regiment  rallied  and  formed  in  line  and  was 
marched  to  the  rear  by  the  senior  captain,  Thomas  Elliott,  about 
one  hundred  rods.  There  we  formed  a  line  under  the  direction 
of  a  staff  officer  (General  Geary's).  About  this  time  Colonel  Bed- 
ington  came  up  uninjured.  Before  marching  to  the  rear,  Major 
Thomas  and  Captain  Elliott  had  received  slight  wounds  ;  the 
Major  had  left  the  field,  and  Captain  Elliott  left  immediately  after 
forming  the  second  line.  After  forming  the  line  we  were  cheered 
by  the  words  of  General  Geary's  aid,  who  said,  "  General  Hooker 
says  it  is  all  well  on  the  right,  hold  this  position  and  all  is  safe." 
The  determination  that  was  depicted  in  the  countenances  of  the 
/  men  was  beautiful  to  behold  ;  but  the  enemy  outnumbered  us  five 
to  one,  and,  though  every  inch  of  the  ground  was  contested,  inch 
by  inch,  we  were  compelled  to  retire. 

"While  lighting  at  this  point  the  adjutant  wis  severely 
wounded  by  a  grape  shot — probably  from  our  own  guns — strik- 
ing his  sword  scabbard,  which,  being  of  steel,  doubtless  saved  his 
life.  We  continued  to  fall  back  until  we  reached  the  plank  road, 
where  there  was  another  line  of  riile-pits.  These  we  immediately 
occupied,  and  remained  about  an  hour  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  supporting  a  battery,  which  was  finally  com- 
pelled to  fall  back,  taking  some  of  their  pieces  out  by  hand,  as 
their  horses  had  been  killed  by  the  enemy's  shells.  We  fell  back 
in  good  order  and  joined  our  brigade,  which  we  found  located 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south-east  of  the  Chaneellorsviile 
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House,  in  an  oak  thicket,  and  there  we  hoped  for  a  short  time  at 
least  to  rest  ourselves,  as  we  were  very  much  exhausted  from  con- 
stant vigilance  and  anxiety  ;  but  how  vain  were  our  expectations, 
for  we  had  not  been  there  exceeding  ten  minutes,  when,  our  men 
thinking  it  a  good  time  to  make  coffee,  kindled  fire  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  smoke  from  which  ascending  above  the  tops  of  the  trees, 
discovered  our  whereabouts  to  the  enemy,  and  they  at  once  opened 
upon  lis  such  a  shower  of  shot  and  shell,  as  reminded  us  quite 
forcibly  that  they  were  not  willing  we  should  remain  any  longer. 
"Our  regiment  was  now  marched  down  to  the  trenches  again, 
and  took  position  in  the  front  line,  there  to  do  picket  duty. 
About  one-half  of  the  regiment  was  sent  out  as  skirmishers,  the 


remaining:  half  being  left  in  the  trenches  as  a  reserve.     Nothing 


occurring  of  importance  that  night,  we  were  relieved  in  the  morn- 
ing  by  our  reserve,  we  taking  their  position.  We  then  fell  to 
work  strengthening  our  breastworks  and  arranging  everything  for 
the  contest  which  we  now  expected  every  moment,  as  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  just  on  our  right  and  momentarily  working 
towards  our  line  ;  but  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  held  in  check, 
so  that  they  did  not  come  upon  our  entrenchments.  At  this  time 
Gen.  Kane,  of  the  Second  brigade,  came  down  and  congratulated 
us  on  our  success  in  the  completion  of  our  breastworks,  and  said 
he  would  like  to  see  five  thousand  of  the  enemy  attack  that  posi- 
tion, held  just  by  our  regiment  alone.  Said  he  :  'I  have  heard 
of  the  valor  displaj'cd  by  you  in  the  field  yesterday  ;  you  were 
not  content  to  dance  with  the  girls  all  day,  but  had  to  go  down 
below  and  smoke  in  the  enemy.' " 

The  Sixtieth  continued  in  active  operations,  marching  with  its 
army  corps.  On  the  2d  of  Jul}*,  1863,  it  found  itself  moving 
toward   the  field  of    Gettsburg.     On  the  2d  the  regiment    was 
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commanded  by  Colonel  Godard,  with  Lieut.  Nolan  acting  Adju- 
tant, and  ten  line  officers  and  255  enlisted  men  in  action.  It  cap- 
tured two  ilags  from  the  enemy  and  took  fifty-six  prisoners, 
including  two  officers.  In  the  battle  of  the  3d  two  enlisted  men 
were  killed,  one  officer  (Lieut.  Stanton)  mortally  wounded,  and 
another  lieutenant  and  nineteen  men  wounded  more  or  less 
severely.  On  this  day  the  Sixtieth  occupied  position  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  Twelfth  corps,  joining  the  right  of  the  First 
corps. 

The  following  supplementary  report  was  written  immediately 
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after  the  battle  by  Col.  Godard,  commending  the  Sixtieth  at  Get- 
tysburgh  : 

"Headquarters  Sixtieth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  ? 
"Near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  4th  July,  18G3.      J 
"Cajpt.   Chorhs  P.   Horton,   AssL    Adj.    Gen.,   Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps  : 

u  Captain— Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  situa- 
tion and  condition  of  the  Sixtieth  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  under 
my  command  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  were  as  follows,  to  wit  : 
On  July  2d,  at  or  about  6  J-  o'clock  A.  m.,  the  regiment,  with  the 
brigade,  assumed  positions  in  line  of  battle,  connecting  with  the 
right  of  the  First  army  corps,  where  my  command  threw  up 
entrenchments  by  order  of  Gen.  Greene  in  person,  commanding 
Third  brigade.  The  men  of  the  regiment  worked  with  a  will 
until  about  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  by  that  time  completing  the  entrench- 
ments, which  commanded  on  the  left  and  centre  the  brow  of  a 
precipitous  hill,  and  on  the  right  extended  to  low  ground.  This 
line  of  entrenchments  was  about  one  mile  from  the  enemy's  front, 
as  I  estimated  the  distance.  Our  works  connected  on  the  right 
with  those  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  New  York  Volunteers, 
of  our  brigade.  From  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.,  or  thereabouts, 
my  men  lay  quietly  behind  our  line  of  arms  in  the  rear  of  our 
works.  In  the  meanwhile  Gen.  Greene  passed  frequently,  inspect- 
ing the  works. 

"At  about  4  o'clock  r.  M.  General  Geary,  commanding  our 
division,  espying  the  enemy  in  line,  apparently  a  brigade  in  force 
on  my  left,  placed  in  position  four  guns,  one  in  my  line,  whose 
firing  scattered  the  enemy  from  our  view.  During  the  one-half 
hour's  firing  of  the  gun  in  our  line,  the  gunners  being  wounded, 
were  replaced  by  men  from  my  regiment  who  were  acquainted 
with  artillery  practice.  The  gun  was  removed  before  five  oclock, 
p.  M.,  and  the  line  of  the  regiment  was  quiet  until  about  seven  P. 
M.,  when  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  in  force,  our  skirmishers 
falling  back  within  our  line,  and  we  opened  a  rlrc  upon  the  ene- 
my's line,  which  continued  along  our  whole  line  at  close  range, 
with,  as  was  afterwards  discovered,  terrible  effect,  for  about  two 
hours,  when,  the  firing  of  the  enemy  being  nearly  silenced,  I 
ordered  an  advance  of  a  portion  of  our  regiment,  who  eagerly 
leaped  the  works  and  surrounded  about  fifty  of  the  enemy,  among 
whom  were  two  officers,  and  took,  at  the  same  time,  two  flags, 
one  a   brigade   color,   the  other  a  regimental   banner.     At    the 
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receipt  of  these  flags  a  quiet  enthusiasm  pervaded  the  men  and 
officers  of  the  regiment. 

"At  the  opening  of  the  infantry  fire,  an  order  was  received 
from  General  Greene  that  I  must  hold  the  works  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. I  sent  frequently  for  ammunition,  which  was  promptly 
furnished,  the  regiment  being  out  of  ammunition  at  but  one  time, 
when,  by  my  order,  bayonets  were  fixed  and  thus  remained  until 
the  boxes  were  replenished.  All  commands  were  received  by 
the  men  coolly,  and  instantly  obeyed,  more  especially  the  orders 
1  commence  '  and  '  cease  firing.7 

"  During  this  time  nine  men  were  killed  and  sixteen  wounded. 
Occasional  firing  was  held  on  our  regimental  line  until  the  break 
of  day,  July  3d,  when,  with  the  exception  of  a  reply  to  rebel 
sharpshooters,  the  firing  ceased.  We  could  then  see  large  num- 
bers of  the  enemy's  dead  within  less  than  fifty  feet  of  our  lines. 
My  men  numbered  255,  and  sixteen  line  officers  and  adjutant,  and 
one  field  officer.  Lt. -Colonel  Redington,  July  2d,  being  brigade 
officer  of  the  da}-,  but  after  the  picket  and  skirmishers  came  in, 
did  not  report  to  me  during  the  engagement,  being  at  the  rear  of 
the  regiment  late  in  the  morning  of  the  3d. 

11  The  light  tiring  above  mentioned  continued  until  a  reported 
advance  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  at  about  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  July 
3d,  when  heavy  firing  opened  on  both  sides,  and  continued  until. 
9  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  enemy  being  steadily  held  in  check  until  the 
time  they  retired,  leaving  only  sharpshooters,  who  kept  up  inter- 
val firing  until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  my  men  being  much 
exhausted,  the  Sixtieth  was  relieved  for  one  hour,  retiring  from 
and  returning  to  the  intrenchments  under  a  sharp  lire  of  sharp- 
shooters. 

"  During  the  morning  we  sustained  a  loss  of  two  men  killed  and 
seventeen  wounded,  in  addition  to  two  lieutenants,  one  slightly, 
the  other  severely  wounded  (subsequently  died).  Our  men 
resumed  their  places  behind  the  works  about  an  hour  after  bein^ 
first  relieved,  and  there  remained  until  2  o'clock  A.  m.,  July  4th, 
meanwhile  there  being  no  general  firing.  Too  much  praise  can- 
not be  awarded  the  regiment  for  its  coolness  and  perfect  obedi- 
ence to  orders.  Officers  and  men  were  alike  entitled  to  a  proud 
reputation  for  efficient  service  in  defending  the  hill  upon  which 
they  were  elevated,  it  being  a  most  commanding  position  on  the 
left  of  the  Twelfth  corps.  The  colors  above  named,  captured  by  the 
regiment,  have  been  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters,  thence  to 
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be  sent  to  the  proper  department.  The  proper  record  of  capture 
is  inscribed  upon  them.  A  full  and  complete  list  of  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  has  been  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters.  The 
supplementary  report  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

"ABEL  GODAED,  Colonel  Commanding:1 

The  following  account  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel  colors  alluded 
to  above,  is  likewise  from  the  pen  of  Col.  Godard  : 

"  Headquarters  Sixtieth  Regimext,  N.  Y.  V.,  ? 
"Near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  4=th,  1863.      ) 
"Cart.   C.  P.  Horton,   Assist.- Adj. -Gen. }    Third  Brig.,   Second 
Div.,  Twelfth  Army  Corps. 

"  Captain — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  eircumstances  attending  the  capture  of  two  rebel  flags  (one 
a  brigade  battle-flag  and  the  other  a  regimental  banner),  forwarded 
to  brigade  headquarters  in  conformity  with  existing  orders. 

"About  half-past  six  o'clock,  r.  si.,  on  the  second  of  July,  brisk 
picket  firing  commenced  in  our  front.  Shortly  after,  the  rebel 
line  advanced  in  large  force,  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
carrying  the  breastwork  at  all  hazards.  The  pickets  retired 
slowly,  fighting  step  by  step,  the  rebel  line  steadily  advancing. 
About  half-past  7  o'clock  r.  m.,  the  rebels  had  advanced  within 
short  rifle  ratine  of  our  breastwork,  and  the  action  became  gene- 
ral  from  right  to  left.  The  rebels  made  a  desperate  charge  on  the 
works,  but  were  met  with  such  determination  that  they  were 
forced  back  in  considerable  disorder  and  with  heavy  loss.  Again 
they  rallied  and  again  were  met  with  a  steady  tire,  so  terrible  in 
its  effect  that  they  retired  in  precipitate  confusion.  The  firing 
had  at  this  time  ceased.  I  then  ordered  a  part  of  my  men  to 
advance  over  the  breastwork.  They  immediately  went  forward 
and  captured  the  above  mentioned  flags  and  fifty-six  prisoners. 
The  manner  of  the  capture  of  the  flags  and  prisoners  will  illu- 
strate, more  than  my  words  can  express,  the  terrible  effects  of 
our  lire.  The  fire  was  so  galling  that  they  abandoned  the  flags, 
and  the  prisoners  who  were  captured  were  afraid  to  advance  or 
retreat.  The  color-bearers  were  both  killed.  The  blood  of  one 
can  be  seen  on  the  large  flair.  He  advanced  within  twenty  paces 
o}  the  breastwork.  The  brigade  battle-flag  is  said  to  belong  to 
Jones  brigade.  The  regimental  banner,  as  was  learned  from 
some  prisoners,  was  a  present  from  the  ladies  of  the  district 
in  which  the  companies  were  organized.     Seven  officers  were  found 
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on  the  ground  covered  by  the  color  and  ground.     This  shows  the 
desperate  valor  of  the  rebels  and  the  fearful  accuracy  of  our  fire. 
"  Very  respectfully  your  ob't  servant, 

11  A.  GODAED,  Colonel  Commanding." 

The  account  of  the  gallant  Sixtieth  regiment  extends  over  a 
wide  field  of  active  service.  Leaving  Ogdensburgh,  November 
1st,  and  the  State,  November  5th,  1861,  it  remained  on  duty  at 
Baltimore,  Harper's  Ferry,  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  other  points, 
until  September,  18G2,  when  it  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  suffering  the  loss  of  its  brave  colonel,  Wm.  B. 
Goodrich,  as  above  noticed.  At  Chancellorsville  it  had  eleven 
killed  and  fifty  wounded  and  missing.  At  Gettysburg,  as  stated, 
the  loss  was  thirteen  killed  and  thirty-seven  wounded  and  missing. 
It  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 18G3,  when  it  was  transferred,  with  the  Twelfth  army 
corps,  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Mountain  (where  it  lost  live 
killed  and  thirty-two  wounded),  and  captured  Gen.  Walthall's 
sword,  his  brigade  battle-flag,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  two 
hundred  prisoners.  At  Missionary  Ridge,  Perine  Creek  and  King- 
gold,  the  regiment  won  high  praise,  in  the  latter  battle  having 
four  killed  and  thirteen  wounded.  It  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran 
command,  December  24th,  18G3,  and  served  under  Sherman 
in  the  battles  of  Resaca,'  Mount  Hope  Church  (where  it  had 
eight  killed  and  fifty-two  wounded),  and  Beach  Tree  Creek,  and 
it  was  the  first  regiment  to  plant  its  banner  over  the  court  house 
of  Atlanta,  contesting  for  that  honor  in  a  race  with  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

At  Chancellorsville,  the  Sixtieth  was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Redington,  but  m  all  the  subsequent  battles  above  men- 
tioned it  was  commanded  by  Col.  Abel  Goclard.  On  the* march 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  it  was  commanded  by  Major  Thomas 
Elliot,  and  was  one  of  the  first  regiments  to  enter  the  city  of 
Savannah,  belono-ino-  as  it  did  then,  to  the  Third  brigade,  Second 
division.  Twentieth  corps. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  fine  regiment,  remembered  proudly  at 
home  as  "  The  St.  Lawrence  Regiment,"  no  better  tribute 
can  be  paid  to  it,  then  is  embodied  in  the  following  letter, 
addressed  to  Governor  Seymour,  by  Hon.  B.  W.  Judson,  in 
transmitting  its.  war-worn  Hags  to  the  Adjutant-General,  after  the 
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re-enlisted  "veterans"  had  marched  a  second  time  to  the  defense 
of  their  country. 

"Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y. 
"September  8th,  18  G- 
uTo  His  Excelleucy  Gov.  Seymour  : 

*•  Colonel  Godard,  the  able  commander  of  the  gallant  Sixtieth 
Regiment  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  at  the  re-enlistment  of 
his  regiment  and  their  departure  for  the  seat  of  war,  confided  to 
my  care  their  tattered  and  battle-scarred  flag,  to  be  transmitted  to 
our  capitol  and  placed  in  the  archives  of  our  State. 

"  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  for  me  to  say,  that  the  brave  men 
of  the  Sixtieth  parted  with  their  flag  as  from  a  friend  indeed. 
When  first  they  marched  with  it  to  the  field,  they  loved  it  for  its 
brightness  and  beauty,  and  the  kind  feelings  that  attended  its 
presentation,  and,  as  they  bore  it  home  scarred  and  torn  with  the 
hostile  implements  of  war,  their  love  strengthened  into  sacredness 
and  devotion;  it  had  been  their  companion  through  years  of  hard- 
ship and  suffering;  for  its  defense  many  had  fallen.  It  had 
waved  its  defiance  to  rebels  on  the  bloody  fields  of  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Ringgold  and 
Lookout  Mountain. 

"The  Sixtieth  was  a  regiment  of  brave  and  noble  men,  and 
their  record  is  without  blot.  They  have  borne  the  blunt  of  battle 
and  ravages  of  disease  without  a  murmcr  of  discontent.  Many, 
very  many  of  their  original  number,  sleep  with  the  fallen  on  the 
battle-fields  of  the  Union,  and  the  noble  veteran  remnant  of  that 
once  large  body  of  men  confide  to  your  care  this  monument  of 
their  glory,  and  record  of  their  honor. 

"  With  feelings  of  pride  and  pleasure,  I  perform  my  trust,  and 
in  the  name  of  those  heroic  men  who  have  £one  airain  to  fisrht  the 
battles  of  their  country,  and  stand  as  a  wall  of  fire  between  us 
and  those  who  seek  to  destroy  our  goodly  land,  I  now  commit, 
Sir,  this  war-worn  banner  to  your  care. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be 
"Very  respectfully, 

"Your  ob't  servant, 

"E.  W.  JUBSON." 
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Officers  of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment  New  Yoek  State  Volunteers,  18C1-2. 

RANK.  NAME. 

Major Abel  Godard. 

Adjutant Lester  S.  Wilson. 

Quartermaster Edwin  A  Merritt. 

Surgeon James  S.  Gale. 

Assistant  Surgeon William  B.  Chambers. 

Assistant  Surgeon Charles  II.  Burbick. 

Chaplain Richard  Eddy. 

Company  A: 

Captain William  Montgomery. 

1st  Lieutenant Norris  M.  Dickinson. 

2d  Lieutenant Langdon  Claris 

Company  B: 

Captain John  Snyder. 

1st  Lieutenant James  Hurst. 

2d  Lieutenant Charles  H.  Houghton . 

Company  C: 

1st  Lieutenant James  Young. 

2d  Lieutenant Thomas  Hobart. 

j  Company  D: 

Captain Winslow  M.  Thomas. 

Company  E: 

Captain William  H.  Hyde. 

1st  Lieutenant P.  Shelly  Sinclair. 

Company  F: 

Captain '  Thomas  Elliott. 

1st  Lieutenant John  Delaney. 

2d  Lieutenant Michael  Nolan. 

Company  G: 

Captain Hugh  Smith. 

1st  Lieutenant . Orson  M.  Footc. 

2d  Lieutenant John  Dundon,  Jr. 

Company  H: 

Captain James  M.  Ransom. 

1st  Lieutenant Marcellus  L.  Fitch.        f 

Company  I: 

Captain Jesse  II.  Jones. 

1st  Lieutenant Duncan  M.  Robertson. 

2d  Lieutenant Thurston  Greene. 

Company  K: 

Captain ". Abner  B.  Shipman. 

1st  Lieutenant Edward  A.  Rich. 

2d  Lieutenant .',  James  E.  Kelsey. 
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SIXTY-FIRST  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Six!  v-first;  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  was  organized  in  New 
York  city  in  18(31,  by  a  consolidation  of  the  "Clinton  Guard" 
and  the  "  Astor  Regiment.'7  Companies  and  portions  of  compa- 
nies from  various  counties  of  the  State  were  incorporated  with  this 
regiment,  among  others  a  company  of  students  from  Madison  Uni- 
versity, Hamilton,  Madison  county.  A  fine  stand  of  colors  was 
presented  to  the  regiment  November  6th,  1861,  at  Camp  Harris, 
Staten  Island.  The  Sixty-first  was  evidently  a  "  fighting  regi- 
ment," and  borne  a  distinguished  part  in  many  of  the  hardest 
battles  of  the  war. 

The  Sixty-first  left  its  rendezvous  at  Staten  Island  in  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  under  command  of  Col.  Spencer  II.  Corre,  to  whom  had 
been  given  the  original  formation  of  the  regiment  under  authority 
of  the  War  Department.  After  Col.  Corre  the  regiment  was 
successively  commanded  by  Col.  H.  L.  Barlow,  Col.  Nelson  A. 
Miles  and  Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  C.  Massett.  The  following  report  of 
Col.  Miles  to  the  Adjutant-General,  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  gives  an  account 
of  the  services  of  the  Sixty-first  from  the  date  of  its  organization 
to  March,  1863. 

"  Headquarters  Sixty-first  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  1 
"■Camp  Mars,  near  Falmouth,  Ya.,  March,  1863.      ) 
"  To  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

11  Sir-  In  compliance  with  circular  from  general  headquarters, 
State  of  New  York,  Adjutant-General's  otliee,  Albany,  dated  Jan. 
21st,  18G3,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following 
return  of  casualties,  with  a  compendium  of  the  services  rendered 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  the  Sixty-first  rein- 
ment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  from  its  organization  up  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1863. 

"  The  regiment  has  captured  three  flags  from  the  enemy,  which 
have  been  transmitted  through  the  proper  authorities,  according 
to  orders,  to  the  AYar  Department  at  Washington,  which  fact  pre- 
vents mi'  from  having  them  forwarded  to  you  in  compliance  with 
your  request. 

"  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture  of  these  flags 
yow  will  ii rid  related  briefly  in  what  follows 
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Green  and  marched  to  Springfield  Station,  Va.,  but  was  ordered 
Lack  the  same  day  to  Alexandria,  Va.  November  29th  marched 
to  Camp  California,  about  four  miles  west  of  Alexandria,  on  the 
road  to  Fairfax.  While  in  this  camp  its  principal  services  con- 
sisted mostly  of  garrison  and  picket  duty. 

"  On  the  3d  of  February,  1862,  a  scouting  party  was  sent  out, 
consisting  of  Co.  A,  Capt.  E.  Z.  Lawrence,  with  one  company  of 
the  Eight  Illinois  cavalry,  the  whole  under  command  of  Capt.  X. 
A.  Miles,  of  Gen.  Howard's  staff.  It  performed  a  march  of  thirty- 
two  miles  in  sixteen  hours,  and  captured  the  notorious  guerilla 
chief,  Burke,  of  Burke's  Station,  together  with  another  spy,  name 
unknown. 

"On  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  the  regiment  left  Camp  Califor- 
nia to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  its  March  to  ftlanassas 
Junction.  The  regiment  formed  the  first  of  the  advance  of  the 
army,  and  crossed  Bull  Run  on  the  ruins  of  a  burning  bridge,  set 
fire  by  the  retreating  enemy. 

"On  the  17th  of  March  it  received  orders  to  fall  back  to 
Fairfax  Court  House,  in  order  to  decoy  the  rebels,  and  marched 
the  same  night  to  Manassas  by  a  different  route,  altogether  twenty- 
three  miles,  remaining  about  ten  days  at  Manassas  doing  picket 
duty,    &e.  ;  it  marched  to  Warrcnton  Junction,  where  it  arrived 
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"I  have  also  the  honor  of  tendering  you  the  old  battle-fla£  of 
the  regiment,  presented  to  it  in  the  State  before  its  departure 
from  New  York.  It  is  worn  and  tattered,  blackened  with  the 
smoke  of  powder,  and  pierced  a  hundred  times  by  the  bullets  of 
the  foe  ;  but  its  folds  have  never  yet  been  sullied  by  the  touch  of 
a  rebel  hand.  It  is  loaded  with  honor  and  brilliant  with  an 
unfading  lustre  and  glory  of  many  a  hard-won  battle-field.  Be- 
sides several  minor  engagements,  the  following  may  be  written 
on  it  in  letters  of  gold  : 

"  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Charles  City  Cross  Poads,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam  and  Frede- 
ricksburg. 

"The  regiment  was  organized  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  18G1, 
being  about  eight  hundred  strong,  and  left  its  place  of  rendezvous, 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  18G1 ;  arrived  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  10th,  and  went  into  camp  at  Kendall 
Green  the  following  day. 

"  On  the  27th  of  November  it  was  assigned  to  the  brigade  of 
Gen.  0.  O.  Howard,  and  on   the  28th   it  left  camp   at   Kendall 
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fatigued  and  exhausted,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  and  the  wretched  condition  of  the  roads. 

"The  brigade,  together  with  the  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  and 
Hazard's  battery,  were  sent  out  on  a  rcconnoisance  under  General 
Howard,  March  28th. 

"The  enemy,  over  ten  thousand  strong,  was  met  about  ten 
miles  this  side  the  Rappahannock.  He  was  forced  to  fall  back, 
crossed  the  river,  burned  the  bridge  and  abandoned  his  earth- 
works on  the  opposite  side. 

11  We  did  not  lose  a  man,  but  took  many  prisoners.  The  expe- 
dition returned  to  Warrenton  Junction  the  next  day,  having  fully 
accomplished  its  purpose. 

11  April  1st  left  Warrenton  Junction  for  Alexandria.  Our  pro- 
visions having  run  out,  it  became  necessary  to  make  forced 
marches  to  Manassas,  and  for  three  days  subsisted  only  upon  nine 
crackers. 

"  Arrived  in  Alexandria  on  the  4th  of  April.  On  the  5th 
embarked  on  board  the  steamer  Spaulding,  for  Ship  Point,  which 
place  we  reached  in  the  evening  of  the  6th,  when  the  troops  had 
to  wade  ashore,  as  no  other  landing  could  be  effected.  Here  we 
were  employed  nearly  two  weeks  in  building  pontoon  docks  and 
laying  corduroy  roads. 

•'  On  the  17th  we  marched  to  Camp  Winfield  Scott,  before 
Yorktown,  were  we  remained  until  May  5th,  when  the  enemy 
evacuated  their  works. 

11  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  May  the  regiment  marched  through 
Yorktown,  to  reinforce  Gen.  Heintzelmau  pursuing  the  rear  of 
the  enemy.  The  mud  was  almost  knee  deep,  and  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents,  so  that  after  marching  until  nearly  daylight,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  proceed,  as  the  troops  were  exhausted  and  the 
roads  impassable. 

"The  next  day  we  marched  about  two  miles  further,  when  it 
was  perceived  the  enemy  evacuated  position  after  "position." 
Wo  received  orders  to  return  to  Yorktown,  where  we  embarked 
for  West  Point.  We  landed  five  miles  above  this  place  and  made 
forced  marches  until  we  arrived  at  the  Chickahominy.  Here  we 
were  employed  for  three  weeks,  building  Milter's  bridge  and 
laying  corduroy  roads  through  the  swamps. 

44  In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  May,  after  a  tedious  march  to 
find  a  place  to  cross  the  Chickahominy,  which  had  risen  consider- 
ably on  account ;  of  late  rains,  the  regiment  finally  crossed  on  the 


' 


Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 


97 


J 


Grapevine  bridge,  waded  the  swamps  and  arrived  on  the  battle- 
field of  Fair  Oaks  at  JO  P.  M. 

"That  night  it  slept  on  its  arms.  About  7  a.  m.  the  follow- 
ing day,  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing.  The  pickets  opened, 
and  the  regiment,  forming  in  line  of  battle,  at  once  engaged.  It 
was  under  a  murderous  fire  for  three  hours,  drove  the  enemy, 
who  were  far  superior  in  numbers,  back  over  the  ground  he  had 
so  triumphantly  gained  the  day  previous,  and  finally  forced  him 
to  a  sudden  and  disgraceful  retreat.  On  this  battle-field  the  regi- 
ment won  for  itself  an  undying  reputation,  for  its  courage,  steadi- 
ness and  skill.  Much  of  its  efficiency,  as  manifested  then  and 
ever  since,  must  be  attributed  to  the  untiring  energy  and  soldierly 
qualities  of  its  heroic  commander,  Col.  F.  C.  Barlow. 

"  In  brief,  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  in  this  engagement 
was  so  spirited  and  brave  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize. 

"Our  loss  was  very  large,  four  officers  killed,  four  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  color- 
bearer,  with  four  of  the  color-guard,  was  shot 

"During  the  month  of  June  the  regiment  worked  on  the 
entrenchments  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  performed  the  most  arduous 
duties,  while  constantly  harrassed  by  the  enemy  day  and  night. 
And  in  the  ever  memorable  Seven  Days'  fight  on  the  peninsula, 
this  regiment,  from  the  time  it  began  to  fall  back  until  it  reached 
Uarrisons's  Landing,  formed  a  part  of  those  troops  which  brought 
up  the  rear  of  the  centre  column,  it  being  known  that  the  xVrmy  of 
the  Potomac  formed  three  columns,  right,  left  and  centre,  as  it 
fell  back  from  its  long-extended  line  of  entrenchments  before 
Kichmond.  The  regiment  was  one  of  the  very  last  to  leave  the 
trenches  at  Fair  Oaks,  as  well  as  one  of  the  last  to  reach  James 
river.  I  mention  this  in  particular,  as  you  are  well  aware  that 
none  but  the  bravest,  most  reliable  and  most  efficient  troops  are 
charged  with  bringing  up  the  rear  of  a  retreating  army,  and  pro- 
tect it  against  the  attacks  of  a  pursuing  foe.  On  the  29th  of 
June  it  fell  back  from  Fair  Oaks  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Peach  Orchard  and  Savage  Station,  principally  support- 
ing batteries.  Our  loss  that  day  consisted  of  one  commissioned 
officer  and  about  twelve  men  wounded  and  taken  prisoners;  during 
the  night  it  fell  back  from  Savage  Station  to  White  Oak  Swamp, 
where  it  again  supported  batteries,  and  was  exposed  during  the 
day  (the  30th)  to  a  most  severe  and  scathing  fire  from  the  enemy's 
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artillery.  At  5  r.  m,  it  was  ordered  to  reinforce  General  Kear- 
ney's division  on  the  left,  at  Charles  City  Cross  Roads.  In  the 
battle  here  fought  the  regiment  took  a  most  important  part  in 
cheeking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  and  securing  a  safe  retreat  foi 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  not,  however,  without  paying  dear]) 
for  its  success.  It  was  here  that  while  marching  upon  the  lines 
of  the  enemy,  one  of  the  latter  called  out  '  What  regiment  it 
that?'  Being  answered,  'Sixty-first  New  York,' the  same  voice 
called  out,  'Lay  down  your  arms  or  we  will  blow  you  to  h — 11. 

'I'll  sec  you    d d  first,''  replied  Colonel  Barlow.     'Fire  low 

boys,'  was  his  next  words,  while  at  the  same  moment  a  terrific 
fire  opened  upon  us  in  turn,  apparently  from  a  whole  brigade. 
On  this  field  the  regiment  captured  a  flair  from  a  Georgia  re<ri 
ment,    on    which    was   inscribed     l  Williamsburg '    and    'Sever 


Pines." 

"  But  our  loss  was  heavy,  six  commissioned  officers  severe!} 
wounded  and  taken  prisoners,  and  over  fifty  men  killed  anc 
wounded. 

"  On  the  1st  of  July,  at  Malvern  Hill,  we  were  again  support 
ing  batteries  most  of  the  day,  changing  from  one  position  tc 
another,  and  constantly  exposed  to  a  most  galling  cross-fire  from 
the  enemy's  artillery,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  our  men.  Al 
o  p.m.,  at  one  of  the  most  critical  moments  of  the  day,  when  th( 
enemy  again  made  a  bold  and  desperate  move  to  outflank  us  oi 
the  right,  the  Sixty-first  was  brought  forward  and  entrusted  witl 
the  noble  charge  to  defeat  this  important  move  of  the  enemy 
which,  if  successful,  would  have  been  followed  with  so  fearfu 
results.  But  with  the  aid  of  a  section  of  artillery,  which  I,  beiiu 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  prompted  by  the  emer 
gency  of  the  occasion, took  and  planted  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
regiment,  and  which  poured  incessant  volleys  of  grape  and  can 
nister  into  the  opposing  rebel  ranks.  It  discharged  its  high  trusi 
most  triumphantly,  not  only  thwarting  the  threatened  flank  move 
ment,  but  so  completely  were  the  rebel  hosts  overwhelmed  Ifv  thi: 
artillery  fire,  and  by  our  musketry,  that  they  were  compelled  U 
make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  left  no  traces  behind  them  but  theii 
numerous  dead  and  dying.  The  ammunition  being  exhausted,  ninet] 
rounds  having  been  fired,  the  regiment  held  the  ground  at  the  poin 
of  the  bayonet,  until  it  received  orders  at  midnight  to  fall  back  t( 
Harrison's  Landing,  which  place  it  reached  the  2d  day  of  July. 
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<:  Our  loss  nt  Malvern  Hill  amounted  to  about  fifty  men  killed 
and  wounded. 

"  When  the  reffiment  reached  Harrison's  Landing  its  force  eon- 
sisted  only  of  Colonel  Barlow,  Captain  Brady  Mount,  Lieut.  Keeeh 
and  eighty  men,  all  of  whom  were  completely  exhausted  and  worn 
out. 

"  On  the  5th  of  August  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  on  a 
reconnoisance  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  returned  the  6th. 

"  After  having  rested  and  been  strengthened  by  returning 
officers  and  men,  the  regiment  evacuated  Harrison's  Landing  on 
the  IGth  of  August,  and  made  forced  marches  through  Williams- 
burg and  Yorktown  to  Newport  News,  where  it  embarked  for 
Acq uia  Creek  on  the  24th  and  disembarked  on  the  28th.  After 
having  marched  nearly  half  way  to  Fredericksburg,  it  received 
orders  to  return  and  exbark  again  at  midnight  for  Alexandria, 
which  place  it  reached  the  next  day,  August  29th,  1862.  Marched 
the  same  day  to  Camp  California,  and  from  there  to  the  Aqueduct 
bridge,  opposite  Georgetown. 

11  On  the  1st  of  September  the  regiment  received  orders  to 
march  that  night  to  Centreville,  27  miles.  There  it  remained  in 
line  of  battle  two  days,  covering  the  retreat  of  General  Pope's 
army;  and  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  still  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
the  retreating  army,  it  fell  back  to  Fairfax  Court  House  ;  thence 
it  marched  through  Bailey's  Cross  Roads  and  over  the  chain  bridge 
to  Tenallytown,  McL  Thence  it  marched  to  Kockville,  pursuing 
the  retreating  enemy. 

"Performed  provost  guard  one  day  at  Clarksburg;  marched 
thence  to  Rockland,  from  there  to  Frederick  city.  From  the  lat- 
ter place  to  South  Mountain,  where  it  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  of  the  battle:  thence  it  marched  to  Antietam. 

11  On  the  15th  of  September,  two  days  before  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  we  were  among  the  first  troops  which  came  up  with 
the  enemy.  That  day  we  were  again  thrown  out  as  skirmishers, 
and  had  the  honor  of  convincing  the  foe,  that  we  still  possessed 
hearts  of  fire  and  hands  of  steel.  As  early  as  two  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  IGth,  I  was  ordered  out  with  two  companies  of 
the  Sixty-first,  and  two  of  the  Sixty-fourth,  on  a  reconnoissanee. 
We  crossed  the  celebrated  Antietam  bridge,  at  which  Burnside 
the  day  after,  met  with  such  an  obstinate  resistance  by  the  rebels. 
>>  e  advanced  nearly  one  mile  on  the  turnpike  towards  Sharps- 
burg,  until  we   came   upon  the  very  outposts   of  the   enemy,  his 
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lines  of  od is tening  bayonets  being  but  a  few  rods  in  front  of  us, 
when  we  concluded  it  best  to  march  back  again,  not  however, 
until  we  had  taken  one  prisoner,  and  had  accomplished  the  object 
for  which  we  were  sent  out.  During  the  remainder  of  that  day, 
we  were  supporting  batteries  which  were  almost  constantly 
engaged. 

;'  In  the  bloody  engagement  of  the  17th7  the  regiment,  by  des- 
perate fighting,  distinguished  itself  as  usual,  and  added  renowned 
lustre  to  its  previous  well  earned  reputation.  It  captured  two 
flags  of  the  enemy,  and  took  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 

"The  inost  of  these  achievements  will  perhaps  be  enhanced, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  regiment  went  into  action  only 
two  hundred  strong.  But  so  much  glory  could  not  be  obtained 
without  paying  dearly  for  it  ;  Colonel  Barlow  was  severely 
wounded  while  reconnoitering,  with  a  view  to  charge  on  a  rebel 
battery,  which  was  pouring  grape  and  cannister  into  our  ranks. 
Captain  Angell  was  killed;  Licuts.  Grcig  and  Morrison  were 
badly  wounded. 

t{  Colonel  Barlow  was  shortly  afterwards  promoted  to  brigadier- 
general  for  bravery  on  the  field. 

"  The  regiment  left  Antictam  the  22d  of  September,  and  reached 
Harper's  Ferry  the  same  day,  nineteen   miles.     Here  it  encamped 
•     on  Bolivar  Heights,  doing   guard   and  picket   duty  for  about  five 
weeks. 

11  On  the  16th  of  October,  it  formed  a  portion  of  a  detachment 
of  four  thousand,  on  a  rcconnoissance  to  Charlestown.  The  regi- 
ment even  then  took  an  active  part;  the  enemy  were  met  at  Hall- 
town,  we  were  immediately  afterwards  thrown  out  as  skirmishers, 
and  helped  to  drive  the  enemy  back  about  live  miles,  till  beyond 
Charlestown;  we  occupied  and  held  this  point,  while  thus  thrown 
out,  until  about  midnight,  when  we  were  relieved.  It  returned 
to  camp  the  18th,  the  object  being  accomplished,  which  was  to 
find  out  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy. 

44  The  regiment  left  Harper's  Ferry,  October  29th,  and  com- 
menced its  march  to  Fredericksburg.  On  the  2nd  of  November, 
it  .skirmished  at  Snicker's  Gap;  the  regiment  had  the  right  of  the 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  thus  made  to  perform  the  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  work,  as  by  that  means,  it  was  thrown  out  on  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  and  while  climbing  these  deep,  rocky  dnd 
precipitous  ravines,  it  helped  to  drive  oil  the  enemy,  who,  although 
supported  by  artillery,  had  to  fall  back  about  five  miles  and 
evacuate  the  Gap. 
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"The  merit  and  importance  of  this  work  will  perhaps  be  better 
appreciated  when  it  is  known  that  General  McClellan  considered 
it  a  most  fortunate  affair  that  the  Gap  had  been  taken  with  so  little 
loss  of  life,  and  highly  commended  both  his  troops  which  were 
engaged  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  engaged. 

"It  passed  Ashby's  Gap,  Manassas  Gap,  and  Nov.  8th  marched 
through  Salem,  reaching  Warrenton  the  same  day,  where  it 
encamped  till  November  15th,  when  it  again  took  up  its  march 
southward  and  arrived  at  Falmouth,  Ya.,  the  17th.  Here  it  has 
encamped  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  doing  heavy  picket 

duty. 

*■ 

"December  13th  it  was  en^aired  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
It  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  12th,  helped  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  the  same  day,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  loth  it  took  an  active  part  in  the  opening  battle, 
first  by  being  thrown  out  as  pickets  and  then  advancing  on  the 
enemy's  breastworks. 

"  The  awful  carnage  of  an  enfilading  and  cross  fire  which  the 
enemy  poured  in  every  spot  of  the  field,  and  which  made  the  day 
so  bloody  and  terrible,  found  many  a  victim  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Sixty-first.  It  was  the  first  time  it  met  with  an  enemy  that  could 
not  be  moved — -a  foe  it  could  not  intimidate.  It  was  under  an 
intensely  destructive  fire  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was 
withdrawn  from  the  field. 

"  It  performed  picket  duty  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  and  was 
one  of  the  last  regiments  which  recrossed  the  river  to  occupy  the 
position  previous  to  the  battle. 

"At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles  was 
badly  wounded  as  he  was  leading  the  regiment  to  a  charge. 
Besides  this  our  loss  was  about  forty  men  killed  and  wounded. 

"This  comprises  in  brief  the  services  of  the  Sixty-first  N.  Y.  S. 
V.,  from  November  9th,  1861,  to  January  1st,  18G3.  I  may  add, 
without  egotism  or  boast,  that  the  regiment  has  won  for  itself  an 
enviable  distinction  in  that  part  of  the  army  to  which  it  has  always 
been  attached,  by  its  courage,  its  discipline  and  its  efiiciency.  ,It 
has  always  been  an  object  of  honor  to  its  parent  State,  and  by 
faithful  elForts,  by  great  and  noble  sacrifices,  has  merited  the  praise 
and  affection  of  its  country. 

"Strength  of  the  regiment,  January  1st,  LSG2 697 

Recruits  received  during  the  vcar , .  114 

Killed  in  battle 75 

Died  from  grounds  and  other  causes 00 


1  o  2  Fifth  A  nnua  l  Rep  or  t  of  the 

"Actions  in  which  the  regiment  has  participated: 

"Yorktown;  Fair  Oaks;  Peach,  Orchard;  Savage  Station;  White  Oak  Swamp; 
Charles  City  Cross-roads;  Malvern  Hill;  Antietam;  Charlestovn;  Snicker's  Gap; 
Fredericksburg. 

"Officers  killed  in  battle: 

"Field  Officer,  Lieut. -Colonel  Win.  Cary  Massett;  Captains,  Theodore  Russell, 
J.  J.  Trenor,  Eugene  M.  Deming,  M.  C.  Angell;  1st  Lieutenants,  Yvm.  Mclntyre, 

. McDonald;  2d  Lieutenant,  Wm.  II.  Coultis. 

"Yours  very  respectfully, 

"NELSON  A.  MILES, 
"Colonel  Commanding  Sixty-first  JY.  Y.  V" 

The  following  account  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks  is  by  Col.  F.  C.  Barlow,  afterwards  major  general,  and  late 
Secretary  of  State  of  New  York  : 

"At  about  4  a.  M,  on  June  1st,  we  were  roused,  and  I  was 
ordered  by  Gen.  Howard  to  form  my  regiment  on  what  is  called 
*  close  column '  of  division.  It  wras  dark  and  raining.  My 
orders  were  to  take  a  certain  position,  and  be  ready  to  form  in 
line  when  ordered,  or  when  the  line  in  front  of  us  should  break  or 
retreat,  or  when,  from  any  cause,  I  should  think  it  best.  After 
having  formed  line,  I  was  to  advance  upon  the  enemy.  My  regi- 
ment, in  column,  was  on  the  right  of  the  second  line;  next  on  our 
left  was  the  New  York  Sixty-fourth,  and  on  their  left  was  the 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania.  The  New-Hampshire  Fifth  was  in  some 
other  part  of  the  field.  In  our  front,  in  the  woods,  in  same  form- 
ation as  ourselves,  was  French's  brigade  of  our  division  and 
directly  in  our  rear  was  Meagher's  brigade — only  two  of  his  regi- 
ments being  present.  We  stood  in  this  position  some  two  hours, 
hearing  occasional  firing  (musketry)  on  our  left. 

"The  rain  stopped  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  make  a  tire 
and  cook  some  cofFee,  and  I  took  some.  We  laid  begun  to  think 
there  would  be  no  light.  About  7  a.  m.,  we  heard  a  tremendous 
volley  of  musketry  burst  out  of  the  woods  on  our  left.  We  were 
at  once  faced  by  the  flank,  as  it  is  called  (in  four  ranks  formation), 
and  marched  into  the  woods  in  double  quick,  mine  following  the 
Sixty-fourth  regiment.  On  our  way  the  firing  continued,  and  we 
saw  several  men  of  other  regiments  crouching  under  bushes.  I 
spoke  to  several  and  asked  them-why  they  did  not  go  on  ;  the^ 
said  they  had  lost  their  gnus.  I  pointed  them  out  to  my  men  as 
examples*"  of  what  a  coward  is.  The  wood  was  a  thick  second 
growth  of  oak,  interspersed  with  some  taller  trees.     After  march- 


ing some  two  hundred  yards,  we  came  out  en  the  railroad,  when 


o 


we  formed  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  Sixty-fourth. on  our  left.     The 
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firing  was  going  on  in  the  woods,  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad, 
toward  which  wo  were  facing,  but  none  of  the  shots  struck  near 
us.  I  then  ordered  my  men  to  cap  their  pieces,  they  having  been 
previously  loaded.  In  a  tew  minutes  a  volley  was  fired  in  the 
woods,  and  the  balls  buzzed  close  over  us.  My  regiment  stood 
firm  and  fast.  At  this  time  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  and  Eighty- 
first  Pennsylvania  were  at  some  other  point  on  the  railroad,  not  in 
sight. 

"A  moment  after,  the  order  was  given  to  move  forward,  and 
we  and  the  Sixty-fourth  moved  in  line  of  battle  into  the  woods. 
A  tremendous  firing  was  going  on  therein,  but  we  could  see  no 
one  through  the  leaves,  though  the  balls  came  about  us  very  thick. 
At  length  we  came  on  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  regiment,  one 
of  French's  brigade.  They  were  firing  briskly  upon  the  enemy  in 
their  front.  I  was  riding  before  the  regiment,  and  do  not  know 
whether  we  had  lost  any  one  up  to  that  time.  I  asked  the  Colo- 
nel of  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  to  stop  firing  while  I  went  on 
in  advance  of  him.  His  men  were  firing  all  crouched  down.  He 
stopped,  and  we  went  over  him  in  good  order.  We  began  tiring 
as  we  went  on,  and  could  plainly  see  the  enemy  in  the  woods  in 
front  of  us;  we  were  close  to  them,  and  they  fired  vigorously.  I 
ordered  my  men  to  cense  firing,  which,  much  to  their  credit,  they 
did,  and  we  went  steadily  on  until  we  got  to  a  kind  of  clearing  on 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  where  there  was  a  camp.  The  enemy  were 
firing  and  falling  back  before  us  all  the  time.  When  we  got  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  I  halted  the  line,  got  it  in  order,  and  the 
most  violent  firing  began  on  both  sides.  The  singing  of  the  bul- 
lets was  awful.  In  about  three  minutes  men  were  dying  and 
groaning,  and  running  about  with  faces  shot  and  arms  shot.  It 
was  an  awful  sight. 

"In  a  few  moments  Captain  Russell,  Company  F,  was  shot  dead; 
also  Captain  Trenor,  Company  D;  also  Lieutenant  Mclntyre,  com- 
manding Company  C.  Lieutenant  Bain,  commanding  Company 
I),  and  Lieutenant  Bergen,  commanding  Company  K,  were  soon 
wounded  and  had  to  leave  the  field,  leaving  the  companies 
without  an}-  officers.  Lieutenant  Coultis,  of  Company  C,  was 
also  wounded  and  left  the  field,  leaving  the  company  without  any 
officer;  also  Lieutenant  Maze,  Company  A,  was  wounded,  and 
carried  off. 

"I  rode  in  advance  of  the  line  until  we  got  into  our  position. 
My  horse    went    on  beautifully  and    calmly,  and    was  not  at  all 
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frightened,  and  did  not  once  shy.  He  seemed  wholly  uncon- 
cerned. After  we  got  into  our  position,  I  found  I  could  not  move 
readily  about  in  the  woods  on  horseback,  and  so  dismounted. 
When  we  had  been  firing  some  minutes,  General  Howard  came 
through  our  brigade  on  foot,  with  his  arm  tied  up.  He  had  led 
the  Sixty-fourth,  and  now  was  on  his  way  off  the  field.  His 
horse  had  been  shot  and  his  arm  broken  in  two  places.  It  was 
amputated  last  evening.  He  goes  home  to-day.  Charles  Howard, 
his  brother  and  aid,  is  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Miles  is 
unhurt,  except  a  slight  graze  of  the  heel. 

"After  about  ten  minutes  of  firing,  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  we 
could  see  them  no  longer.  I  stopped  the  firing,  and  sent  Colonel 
Massett  back  to  ask  for  support,  as  there  were  no  regiments  on 
either  of  our  flanks. 

"The  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  came  up,  passed  in  front  of  us, 
and  a  vigorous  firing  again  began.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
saw  the  enemy  or  not.  They  soon  fell  back  behind  our  men,  and 
I  stopped  firing,  not  seeing  the  enemy.  Very  soon  word  was 
brought  that  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  had  got  round  between  us 
and  the  railroad  in  our  rear,  and  I  sent  back  to  see  if  this  was  so, 
and  also  to  notify  our  people  of  our  position,  which  was  in  advance 
of  any  one  so  far  as  we  could  see.  While  gone,  Colonel  Massett 
was  shot  dead  through  the  head.  We  have  buried  him  and 
marked  his  grave.  At  this  time  we  were  in  a  very  ticklish  posi- 
tion— we  and  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania.  We  were  far  ad- 
vanced, and  many  had  been  killed  and  wounded.  There  was  no 
one  supporting  our  flanks,  and  it  was  highly  probable  that  the 
enemy  were  on  our  rear.  It  was  so  reported  to  me  by  those  whom 
I  had  sent  back  to  investigate. 

"  Gen.  Howard  had  ordered  me  not  to  retreat  without  orders, 
and  I  should  not  have  dared  at  any  rate  to  retreat,  for  the  woods 
were  thick,  and  I  should  not  have  dared  to  fire,  lest  we  should 
fire  on  our  own  men.  I  got  the  men  quieted  and  made  them  lie 
down,  and  sent  one  officer  after  another  to  notify  Gen.  Richardson 
of  our  situation.  Finding  it  necessary  to  change  our  position 
slightly,  I  was  moving  the  men,  when  we  got  a  tremendous  volley 
from  our  rear — whether  from  our  own  men  or  the  enemy  I  don't 
know.  I  had  my  men  lie  quickly  down,  and  the  bullets  passed 
over  us.  If  we  had  been  standing,  we  should  have  suffered 
terribly.  At  length  mv  messenger  came  back,  with  order  to  march 
out  by  a  circuitous  route.     The  other  regiments  hud  been  notified 
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of  our  coming,  and  ceased  firing.  We  came  out  in  beautiful  order, 
and  were  the  last  regiment  Out  of  the  woods.  We  found  the  rest 
of  the  division  drawn  up  on  the  railroad  and  in  the  open  field, 
and  have  been  waiting  ever  since,  bringing  in  our  wounded. 

"We  have  been  expecting  an  attack,  but  this  morning  I  think 
the  enemy  have  retreated,  as  I  heard  them  moving  hist  night.  It 
seems  we  were  opposed  to  the  Third  Alabama  regiment,  over  eight 
hundred  strong.  We  drove  them  completely  out  of  sight.  The 
enemy  had  designed  to  flank  this  part  of  the  army,  but  had  been 
repulsed  on  all  sides.  My  men  behaved  really  admirably.  Some, 
of  course,  would  have  backed  out,  but  we  drove  them  all  up. 
Gen.  Howard  has  said  that  he  does  not  believe  there  are  braver 
men  in  the  world  than  this  regiment,  and  that  we  stood  in  lino 
and  fought  like  veterans.  I  give  his  own  words  for  what  they  are 
worth.  The  men  were  cool  and  obedient  to  orders,  and  did  not 
break  at  all.  Several  times  the  line  wavered  and  fell  back  a  few 
paces,  but  we  always  brought  them  up.  We  were  the  only  regi- 
ment of  the  brigade  which  did  not  break  and  run  at  some  time  or 
other.  Col.  Miller  of  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania,  was  shot 
in  the  head  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight.     Col.  Cross  is  wounded. 

"  Our  loss  is  four  commissioned  officers  killed  outright  and  four 
wounded.  Of  the  wounded  ones,  one  (Coultis)  will  probably  lose 
his  leg;  Bain,  his  face  completely  shot  off,  will  be  awfully  dis- 
figured if  he  should  live.  Of  enlisted  men  our  loss  is  twenty-two 
men  killed  outright,  seventy-three  wounded,  and  eight  missing — 
total  one  hundred  and  three  enlisted  men.  We  went  into  action 
with  four  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  and  therefore  lost  one 
quarter  of  our  number.  The  staff  of  our  flag  is  shot  away,  and  it 
has  six  bullet  holes  through  it.  The  New-IJampshire  regiment 
which  went  in  some  six  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  lost  one  hundred 
and  sixty-live  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  The  Eighty-first  and 
Sixty-fourth  lost  much  less.  Our  loss  is  heaviest  in  proportion, 
and  in  officers  far  exceeds  all.  The  regiment  is  praised  on  all 
sides." 

In  General  Caldwell's  report  of  the  engagements  of  White 
Oak  Swamp  ;  he  makes  distinguished  mention  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Sixty-first  at  Nelson's  Farm  : 

"The  Sixty-first  New  York,  Colonel  Barlow,  formed  behind  a 
fence  on  the  border  of  an  open  field  at  the  right  of  the  road. 
Other  regiments  were  firing  into  the  open  field  from  behind  this 
fence. 
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"  After  stopping  the  fire  of  the  other  regiments,  the  Sixty -first, 
without  firing  a  shot,  charged  over  the  fence  and  through  the  field, 
driving  the  enemy  in  such  haste  and  confusion  before  them  that 
they  abandoned  their  colors,  which  were  picked  up  by  Col.  Barlow. 

"On  approaching  the  woods  on  the  farther  side  of  the  open 
field,  the  Sixt}'-first  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  the  woods, 
which  was  vigorously  returned.  After  the  firing  had  continued 
for  some  time,  I  ordered  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
to  relieve  the  Sixty-first  New  York.  Both  regiments  continued 
firing  until  their  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  when  they 
took  position  on  the  right  of  the  field  near  the  fence,  where  they 
remained  until  withdrawn,  about  1  a.  m.,  of  Tuesday.  In  this 
engagement,  both  these  regiments  behaved  with  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry, particularly  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  which  lost  one-third 
of  its  men  ensraijed,  and  six  out  of  nine  officers.  Colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  Eighty-first,  was  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

"  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July  1st,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  of  battle  at  Malverton,  being  assigned  its  position  by  Capt. 
Irwin,  of  General  McCIellan's  staff.  Here  we  were  exposed  to  a 
severe  artillery  lire  of  the  enemy,  which  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  my  men. 

"  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  moved  my  whole  brigade 
to  the  support  of  General  Couch's  division,  and,  while  lying  in 
reserve,  was  again  exposed  to  a  violent  artillery  fire. 

"  Between  5  and  6  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  brigade  came  into  action, 
the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  supporting  a  battery  on  the  right,  and 
the  three  other  regiments  engaging  the  enemy's  infantry.  The 
Fifth  New  Hampshire  remained  supporting  a  battery  until  with- 
drawn, on  the  morning  of  the  2d.  The  Sixty-first  New  York  and 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  I  consolidated  and  placed  gnder  the 
command  of  Colonel  Barlow.  They  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
extreme  right  of  General  Couch's  line,  being  drawn  up  in  an  open 
field,  while  the  enemy  were  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  wood. 

u  These  regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Barlow,  fought 
most  splendidly.  I  do  not  think  their  steadiness  and  gallantry 
were  ever  surpassed.  The  Seventh  New  York  Volunteers  was  on 
the  left  of  the  Sixty-first  and  Eighty-first,  and  fought  gallantly. 
All  the  regiments  fought  till  every  round  of  amunition  was 
exhausted,  and  then  stood,  without  flinching,  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
when  unable  to  return  it." 
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General  Kearney  makes  similar  allusion  to  the  same  battle,  as 
follows  : 

"  I  then  returned  to  the  extreme  left  of  my  line.  Arriving  there, 
I  found  that  Colonel  Hays  had  been  relived  by  Colonel  Barlow, 
of  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  the  head  of  General  Caldwell's 
brigade,  sent  to  me  from  Sumner's  corps.  The  Sixty-first  New 
York  Volunteers,  under  its  most  intrepid  leader,  Colonel  Barlow, 
had  vied  with  the  brave  regiment  he  had  relieved,  and,  charging 
the  enemy,  bore  of  as  a  trophy  one  of  his  colors.'7 

The  experiences  of  the  Sixty-first  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  are  detailed  in  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter 
written  just  after  the  event,  by  Richard  A.  Brown,  a  sergeant  of 
the  regiment  (Co.  B.),  to  his  friends  at  Albany: 

"We  left  camp  Thursday  morning  at  daylight,  and  started  for 
the  river.  The  shelling  of  the  city  had  commenced  long  before, 
and  at  the  time  we  started  was  perfectly  deafening.  Indeed,  you 
cannot  imagine  anything  to  compare  with  the  roar  of  three  hun- 
dred pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  each  piece  being  discharged  eight 
times  a  minute.  Add  to  that  the  fact  that  the  rebels  were  return- 
ing shot  for  shot,  the  explosion  of  their  shells  mingling  with  the 
noise  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  you  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  I  never  supposed  such  an  unearthly  noise  possible. 

11  We  lay  under  the  protection  of  a  high  hill  on  this  side  while 
the  shelling  was  going  on.  During  the  day,  I  several  times  went 
to  the  top  of  the  h  11,  where  I  had  a  splendid  view  of  the  city  and 
the  shelling.  It  looked  hard  to  see  a  beautiful  city  so  destroyed, 
the  shell  and  shot  plunging  through  the  houses  and  explod- 
ing, blowing  the  fragments  high  in  the  air.  Imagine  the  hills 
opposite  Albany  covered  with  cannon,  the  army  hid  behind.  Then 
imagine  the  city  deserted,  and  a  perfect  hail  of  shot  and  shell 
plunging  into  it.  Scarcely  a  house  in  the  whole  city  has  escaped 
damage,  and  some  places  for  whole  blocks  has  the  same  appear- 
ance that  Troy  had  after  the  fire. 

"  Towards  night  the  guns  ceased,  and  shortly  afterward,  ours 
also.  We  immediately  moved  forward  to  pretty  near  the  bank  of 
the  liver,  and  we  all  thought  to  cross  that  night,  but  were  coun- 
termarched into  the  woods,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
Early  the  next  morning  we  again  started,  and  General  Sumner's 
grand  division  advanced  in  three  solid  columns  to  the  river  bank. 
The  morning  was  clear  and  intensely  cold,  and  the  bands  o£  the 
different  regiments  discoursing  martial  music  were  heard  from  one 
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end  of  the  lines  to  the  other.  Before  reaching  the  river  we  were 
obliged  to  march  over  a  perfectly  level  plain,  about  a  mile  vide 
and  several  miles  in  length;  and  when  the  right  and  centre  grand 
division  had  all  arrived  there,  it  was  a  soul-stirring  sight  to  see 
the  countless  myriads  of  human  beings  steadily  advancing  with 
their  measured  and  ceaseless  tread,  tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  over  the 
smooth  and  frozen  ground  to  the  tunes  of  'Red,  White  and  Bine/ 
'Yankee  Doodle,'  'Belle  Brandon/  'The  Girl  I  left  Behind 
Me,'  'Marching  Along,'  and  the  other  scores  of  similar  tunes. 
Our  brigade  marched  over  the  flat  to  the  tune  of  'Marching 
Along,'  and  it  was  curious  to  see  the  effect  the  music  had  on  the 
boys.     As  the  E  flat  tenor  bugle  took  up  the  melody  of 

(  Our  armies  are  pothering  from  near  and  from  far, 
The  trumpet?  are  sounding  a  call  for  the  war,' 

they  would  march  straight  forward  with  their  eyes  apparently 
staring  into  vacancy,  but  their  feet  moving  in  exact  time,  and  here 
and  there  one  of  them  would  be  humming  the  tune  in  concert  to 
himself.  But  when  the  full  band  of  thirty  brass  pieces  and  forty 
drums  struck  the  chorus, 

f  Marching  along,  we  are  marching  along, 
The  guard  of  the  Union,  we  are  marching  along,' 

they  would  start  forward  with  a  longer  step  as  if  electrified,  their 
frames  fairly  quivering  with  excitement,  and  one  by  one  would 
take  up  the  refrain,  until  the  whole  line  had  joined  in,  and  were 
marching  to  the  music  of  their  own  voices,  entirely  drowning 
that  of  the  band,  the  war-stained  and  tattered  colors  of  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  streaming  in  the  wind.  Oh,  it  was  a  glorious 
sight,  and  well  repaid  me  for  all  the  hardships  I  had  undergone 
in  getting  there.  It  was  worth  traveling  thousand  of  miles  to  see. 
Alas,  how  different  our  return.  But  (as  the  authors  say)  I  am 
anticipating. 

"  We  marched  to  the  river,  found  the  pontoon  bridges  con- 
structed and  crossed,  with  cheers,  on  the  double  quick,  and  entered 
the  city,  if  city  it  could  be  called.  It  looked  more  like  what  my 
idea  of  Pompeii  is;  tine  large  residences  with  hundreds  of  holes 
through  and  through  them,  made  by  the  shell  from  our  guns.  In 
some  instances  shell  had  entered  buildings  and  exploded  inside, 
ami  the  shattered  Moors  and  ceilings  and  windows,  and  the  cracked 
and  bursted  walls  bore  testimony  to  the  fact;  churches  with  their 
steeples  entirely  blown  oft*  and  damaged  inside  beyond  all  hope 
of  repair.  I  was  in  one  church,  a  magnificent  edifice,  equal  to  iSt. 
Peter's  in  Albany,  where  a  shell   had  entered  through  the  front, 
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passed  through  the  stone  wall,  through  the  organ,  and  exploded 
in  t\ie  chancel,  blowing  the  whole  back  of  the  church  out,  and 
scattering  the  fragments  of  the  pulpit  and  desks,  with  the  bibles 
and  prayer  books  all  over.  But  enough  of  detail.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  city  was  well  ripped  to  pieces.  Still,  there  were 
many  houses   that  escaped  with  only  a  few  holes  bored  through 

them. 

*  *  *  #  #  #• 

11  Early  the  next  morning,  by  the  heavy  canonading  down  at  the 
left,  we  knew  the  ball  had  opened.  Our  regiment  was  posted  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  as  pickets  about  nine  o'clock.  At  about 
the  same  time  the  rebels  on  the  hills  beyond  the  city  opened  on 
us  with  shell.  '  Fizz,  bang,'  they  would  come,  down  through 
the  Wiills  of  the  buildings,  and,  screaming  over  our  heads,  con- 
tinue down  to  the  centre  of  the  town  and  burst  with  a  loud 
41  slam."  We  kept  down  close  under  the  protection  of  the  founda- 
tions, and  waited  for  the  advance,  which  would  relieve  us.  About 
ten  o'clock  wc  were  called  in,  and  our  division  formed  in  the  cross 
streets  and  waited  for  the  result  of  French's  advance. 

14  Soon  the  news  came  back  that  French's  division  was  cut  to 
pieces  and  skedaddling.  Pretty  soon  down  they  came  through 
the  streets,  some  of  them  without  arms,  or  blankets,  or  haver- 
sacks, or  anything.  'Fall  in/  ran  along  our  lines,  and  we  filed 
out  in  the  streets  that  led  from  the  river  up  to  the  field.  Loud 
cheers  came  from  the  thousands  of  men,  and  up  we  rushed  on 
the  double  quick.  Just  at  the  edge  of  town  we  halted,  formed 
by  brigades,  and  advanced  again  by  the  flank. 

"  Our  brigade  went  in  first,  our  regiment  being  on  the  left  of 
the  brigade — the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
being  the  first  regiment  to  our  right.  As  we  filed  into  the  field 
we  could  see  our  position,  and  what  we  were  about  to  attempt  to 
do. 

"Imagine  yourself  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town;  for  example, 
say  at  the  head  of  Washington  avenue.  Before  us  the  ground 
sloped  gradually  down  for  a  space  of  about  three  hundred  feet. 
At  the  foot  of  the  slope  the  road  makes  a  turn  to  the  right,  and 
at  the  turn  is  a  slough,  where  the  mud  is  literally,  and  without 
exaggeration,  knee  deep — soft,  slimy  mud.  After  a  space  of 
about  fifty  feet  the  road  again  turns  to  the  left  and  goes  straight 
up  a  hill  about  as  steep  as  Maiden  lane,  for  a  distance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  At  the  top  is  a  level  plain  of  about  a  hundred  yards 
in  width;  about  half  the  way  across  this  plain  was  the  first  line  of 
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the  rifle  pits  that  we  were  to  attack;  behind  that  was  another 
line;  behind  that  were  several  batteries  of  brass  12-pounder  field- 
pieces  lor  grape  and  canister;  behind  them  another  line  of  rifle- 
pits;  behind  them  a  steep  range  of  hills  extending  from  right  to 
left  as  far  as  we  could  see.  On  the  summit  of  the  hill  was  earth- 
work upon  earthwork,  and  in  each  a  battery  of  rilled  cannon  for 
throwing  shell.  On  either  side  of  these,  more  brass  batteries, 
raking  the  field  from  right  and  left  with  a  cross  lire  of  grape  and 
canister.  Why,  a  million  men  could  not  storm  the  place  with 
success.      What  they  had  beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill,  who  knows? 

"  Well,  the  order  was  given  to  advance,  and  advance  we  did 
down  the  slope  leading  into  the  ditch.  Just  as  we  arrived  at  the 
mud  hole,  where  the  road  turns  to  the  right,  a  shell  from  a  gun 
that  was  ranged  upon  the  spot  burst  in  the  centre  of  the  last 
company  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  and 
eleven  men  were  blown  into  eternity.  We  were  obliged  to  floun- 
der through  the  mud  over  their  mangled  bodies,  and  just:  as  my 
company  got  over  the  place,  another  came  and  struck  in  the  same 
spot;  but  as  it  was  behind  me,  I  could  not  see  the  damage.  We 
turned  up  to  the  left  and  advanced  up  the  hill.  When  about 
half  way  up,  we  filed  out  into  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
which  was  the  scene  of  the  battle  proper  on  the  rijrbt.  When 
we  arrived  there  it  was  a  horrible  sight,  literally  strewn  with  the 
dead  and  wounded;  but  I  cannot  describe  the  sickening  sight. 
At  the  time,  amid  the  noise  and  excitement,  I  neither  minded  the 
balls  nor  the  sight  the  field  presented.  I  had  my  orders,  and 
devoted  my  whole  attention  to  obeying  them. 

"We  formed  into  the  field  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  under  a 
terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister  that  cut  our  men  down  as  fast 
and  Ulster  than  we  could  count  them.  Up  to  this  time  I  confess 
that  I  felt  rather  nervous,  but  as  soon  as  we  got  into  line  all  fear 
and  nervousness  left  me,  and  I  felt  only  a  desire  to'kecp  the  men 
in  their  places  and  to  hear  the  order  'forward.'  Our  colonel 
(Miles)  rode  out  in  front  of  us  as  if  on  parade,  turned  his  horse, 
swung  his  sword  over  his  head,  'Attention,  Battallion,  Forward, 
Double  Quick,  March  ! '  And,  with  a  cheer  that  was  the  last  that 
was  uttered  by  many  a  brave  fellow,  we  dashed  up  the  hill. 
Good  men  dropped  one  after  another,  and  we  would  step  over 
them,  close  up  the  gaps  with  our  own  bodies,  and  without  looking 
to  see  who  had  fallen,  continue  on  our  way  until  we  reached  the 
top  of  the   hill,  when  a  simultaneous  volley  from  batteries  and 
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rifle  pits  was  hurled  into  us,  doubly  decimating  the  ranks.  At 
this  point  the  order  came  to  "  lie  down,"  and  down  we  all  went 
close  to  the  ground  in  the  soft  mud  and  snow,  while  the  bullets 
and  grape  went  whistling  and  screaming  over  us.  After  lying 
there  a  minute  we  got  orders  to  gat  up,  and  we  faced  to  the  right 
and  moved  towards  the  road,  tore  down  the  fence,  marched  across 
the  road,  and  between  some  houses  that  stood  across  the  road,  past 
them  and  out  into  a  large  garden,  where  we  got  orders  to  lie  down 
and  hold  to  that  point  until  relieved,  if  it  took  every  man.  So 
there  we  lay  with  the  grape-shot,  rifle-balls  and  shell  plunging 
into  us,  over  us,  and  all  around  us,  and  cracking  away  at  the 
rebels  whenever  we  saw  one.  At  last,  towards  night,  we  were 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  again,  and  a  volunteer 
was  asked  for  to  go  and  find  the  best  way.  At  that  time  I  was 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  <zot  so  accustomed  to  the  noise  and 
whistling  that  I  was  very  nearly  asleep  ;  but  when  a  volunteer 
was  asked  for,  I  jumped  up  and  offered  myself.  I  was  accepted 
and  started  out.  No  sooner  had  I  left  the  garden  than  a  hundred 
bullets  came  whistling  around  me,  and  a  shell  burst  within  teu 
feet  of  me.  A  large  piece  of  it  took  my  haversack  and  all  my 
rations  entirely  off,  and  turned  me  completely  around  twice.  I 
ended  up  by  falling  plump  on  the  ground  on  my  face.  Just  as  I 
struck  the  ground  a  bullet  came  and  struck  the  ground  within  a 
foot  of  me,  knocked  up  a  chunk  of  dirt  and  bounced  up  and  hit 
me  on  the  end  of  the  nose  as  gently  as  I  would  place  my  finger 
there.  It  lay  there  in  the  snow,  yet  hot  from  the  gun,  and  steam- 
ing away  like  a  good  fellow.  I  picked  it  up  and  put  it  in  my 
pocket,  and  have  got  it  now.  I  got  up  again,  picked  up  the 
remains  of  my  haversack  and  'hard  tack/  and  from  that  moment 
I  carried  it  in  my  left  hand  until  we  got  back  here  on  our  old  camp 
ground.  After  going  down  the  hill  and  finding  out  the  best  way, 
I  went  back  to  the  regiment.  On  my  way,  I  stopped  two  or  three 
times  to  give  water  to  the  poor  wounded  fellows  that  lay  all  over. 
After  I  got  back  to  the  garden  the  boys  got  up  and  followed  me 
down  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Soon  after  we  were  marched  off  the  field. 
We  got  back  to  the  river  bank,  where  we  started  from  that  morning, 
just  at  dusk,  having  been  in  the  field  five  hours,  and  at  about  nine 
o'clock  that  night  all  firing  ceased." 

The  Sixty-first  Regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  July, 
1865.  The  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  had  been  consolidated  with  it, 
and  its  last  connection  was  with  the  First  brigade,  First  division, 
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Second  army  corps.  The  following  list  enumerates  the  battles 
in  which  this  "lighting'7  regiment  participated: 

1862 — Siege  of  Yorktown,  April;  Williamsburg,  May  5th  ; 
West  Point,  May  6th;  Seven  days'  battles  before  Richmond,  June 
2Gth-July  2d;  Seven  Pines;  Antietam,  Mel.,  September  17th; 
Fredericksburg  (under  Buruside),  December  loth. 

1863— Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  lst-5th;  Gettysburg^,  Penn., 
July  1st— 5th;  Williamsport,  Md.,  July  13th;  Bristow  Station,  Va., 
October  13th;  Rappahannock  Station,  Va.,  October  31$t;  Mine 
Run,  Va.,  November  26th-December  1st. 

1864— Wilderness,  Va.,  May  5th-0th;  Laurel  Hill,  Va.,  May 
7th;  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  May  8th-9th;  Tolopotomy  Creek,  Va., 
May  20th;  North  Anna,  Va.,  May  22d;  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  June 
22d;  Bethosda  Church,  Va.,  June  7th;  Siege  of  Petersburge,  Va., 
Cemetery  Hill,  Va.,  July  10th;  Weldon  railroad,  Aug.  21;  Straw- 
berry Plains;  Deep  Bottom  ;  Reams  Station;  Popular  Grove 
Church,  Va.,  September  29th-30th;  First  Hatcher's  Run,  Va., 
October  27th. 

1865  —  Siege  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  January  to  April;  Second 
Hatcher's  Run,  February  4th;  assault  upon  the  enemy's  works, 
White  Oak  Road,  Va.,  March  29th;  Five  Forks,  Va.,  March  30th, 
April  1st;  Sailor's  Creek,  Va.,  April  6th;  Appomattox  Court 
House,  Va.,  April  8th— 9th;  Surrender  of  Lee's  army,  (Appomat- 
tox Hollow,  Va.,)  April  9th. 


Officers  of  the  Sixty-First  New  York  State  Volunteers,  1862. 

rank.  name. 

Colonel Kelson  A.  Miles.* 

Lieutenant-Colonel K.  Oscar  Brody. 

Major "William  H.  Spencer. 

Adjutant Frederick  W.  Grannis. 

Quartermaster Robert  H.  Ellis. 

Surgeon Hartwell  C.  Tompkins. 

•  Assistant  Surgeon Samuel  II .  Fee. 

Assistant  Surgeon Marvin  C.  Rowland. 

Chaplain Henry  C.  Vogel. 

•  Col.  Francis  C.  Barlow  afterwards  became  colonel  of  the  Sixty-first.  Tho  following 
composed  tho  officers  when  mustered  out:  Field  and  Staff:  Brevet  Brig. -General  George 
W.  Scott,  (coDnnanding,)  Lieut. -Colonel  R.  A.  Brown,  Major  G.  W.  Schaffer,  Surgeon  M. 
C.  Rowland,  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  B.  Winn.     Captains:  A.  J.  Liebcnau,  II.  II.  Hart,  T. 

Miller,  J.  D.  Phillips  and  W.  V.  Hudson.    Lieutenant*:  George  Joyce,  J.  B.  Wilde,  

Palmer,  M.  T.  Boss,  A.' Wilson,  R.  Reddell  and  D.  Lain. 
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RANK.  .  NAME. 

Company  A: 

Captain Walter  H.  Maze. 

1st  Lieutenant Charles  II.  Howard. 

2d  Lieutenant Lee  Nutting. 

Company  B: 

Captain ". Willard  Keecb . 

2d  Lieutenant Isaac  Plumb. 

Company  C: 
1st  Lieutenant Theodore  \Y.  Greig. 

Company  1): 
1st  Lieutenant George  W.  Scott. 

2d  Lieutenant '. Peter  C.  Bain. 

| 

Company  E: 

1st  Lieutenant Thomas  G.  Morrison. 

2d  Lieutenant Edgar  Belcher. 

Company  F: 
Captain Cornelius  P.  Bergen. 

2d  Lieutenant Albeit  L.  Blowers. 

, 

Company  G: 
Captain Edward  C  Kittle. 

Company  II: 
1st  Lieutenant Nathan  C.  Bull. 

Company  I: 

Captain Peter  C.  Bain. 

1st  Lieutenant William  II.  Gordon. 

2d  Lieutenant Lucine  Cadwell. 

Company  K: 
2d  Lieutenant George  D.  Elmore. 


SIXTY-SECOND  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Sixty-second  regiment  ("Anderson  Zouaves'')  was  recruited 
in  and  around  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  first  months  of  the 
war.  The  Zouave  feature  of  drill  and  uniform  was  at  that  time 
very  attractive,  and  the  formation  of  the  "  Chicago  Zouave'7  com- 
pany, and  subsequently,  for  more  serious  purposes,  the  "First 
Fire  Zouave  Regiment,"  by  Colonel  Ellsworth,  having  familiarized 
the  public  with  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  appearance,  if 
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not  of  the  discipline  required.  As  is  well  known,  the  "  Zouave'' 
organization  originated  in  the  Franco-African  warfare,  and  the  first 
regiment  of  the  sort  in  European  service  having  been  recruited 
from  the  natives  of  Algiers,  under  the  reign  of  Louis  Philippe. 
The  daring  and  hardihood  of  these  ''Africans"  became  proverb- 
ial, and  the  hardy  drill  and  free  motions  of  the  soldiers  proving 
very  efficient,  the  strength  of  the  force  was  increased  for  service 
against  the  mountain  tribes,  and  as  its  numbers  became  thinned, 
the  vacancies  were  filled  by  recruiting  not  only  in  Algiers,  but 
in  Paris  and  throughout  France.  The  "  Zouave  "  thus  became  a 
constituent  of  the  French  army,  and  that  he  was  a  most  valuable  one 
was  attested  not  only  in  Africa,  but  in  the  Crimea,  and  at  Solferino 
and  Magenta.  After  the  organization  of  the  "  Fire  Zouaves  "  and 
"Hawkins' Zouaves,"  the  "  Anderson  Zouaves  "  were  next,  their 
prefix  being  selected  in  honor  of  the  defender  of  Fort  Sumter, 
Colonel  John  Lafayette  Riker,  began  as  early  as  April  19,  18G1, 
the  labors  and  trials  through  which,  over  many  obstacles,  the 
Sixty-second  regiment  became  an  effective  force.  During  recruit- 
ment the  men  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Lafayette,  located  on  New- 
ark bay,  near  the  village  of  Saltersville,  N.  J.,  about  half  being 
quartered  in  a  hotel  building,  the  remainder  in  barracks  outside. 
The  "Advanced  Zoos,"  so  called,  consisted  of  a  company  of  French 
recruits,  many  of  whom  had  seen  service  in  Europe.  The  pic- 
turesque costume  of  the  original  Parisian  "Zoo-Zoos"  was  closely 
copied  by  their  countrymen  in  this  company,  who  adopted  the 
red  fez  cap,  with  long  blue  tassel,  the  red,  baggy  breeches,  with 
leofgins  and  gaiters,  and  the  tight  cloth  waistcoats,  one  armlet 
— the  left — and  the  long  blue  scarf  about  the  waist.  Thus,  with 
closely  cropped  hair  and  bare  sunburned  necks,  and  armed  with 
rifle  and  bayonet,  the  "Anderson  Zouaves"  reached  here  from 
active  service.  The  bulk  of  the  regiment  consisted  of  young 
men,  although  many  of  the  foreign  recruits  wore  the  Cri- 
mea medals  of  "Veteran,"  mounted  with  the  names  of  "Alma," 
"Jnkermau"  and  "  Sevastopol." 

Tlie  field  and  staff  of  the  Sixty-second,  previous  to  the  departure 
for  the  war,  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  J.  Lafayette  Hiker;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  W.  S.  Tisdule;*  Major,  Oscar 
V.  Dayton.  * 

Staff—  Adjutant,  J.  Norris  Maclean;  Quartermaster,  Jos.  J.  Yates;  Assistant 
Quartermaster,  Jus.  Stevenson;  Assistant  Surgeon,  George  B.  F.  Simpson. 


Soon  after  resigned. 
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The  Sixty-second  started  for  the  field  August  21st,  1861.  Of 
the  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men  mustered,  the  greater  number  had 
joined  in  New  York  city,  though  some  of  the  companies  repre- 
sented by  their  members  several  interior  counties  of  the  State. 
Of  the  companies  recruited,  the  first  (Co.  A)  was  raised  by 
Capt.  Wm.  Anderson  ;  Co.  B,  by  Welson  Hobbell  ;  Co.  C,  by 
William  Hathaway  ;  Co.  D,  by  David  J.  Nevins  ;  Co.  E  (Troy,  N. 
Y.),   by   Miles   A.  Riggs  ;   Co.  F,  by  George  Mosier  ;   Co.  G,  by 

Albert  V.  Meeks  ;  Co.  H,   by  Jacob  Duryea  ;   Co.  I,  by La 

Farta:  Co.  K,  Archibald  Johnson.  There  were  at  one  time,  dur- 
ing  recruiting,  two  company  "  C's,"  two  company  "  F's  "  and  two 
company  "  G's  "  in  the  camp,  but  the  rivals  were  afterwards  con- 
solidated under  the  above  named  officers.  The  various  companies 
were  mustered  in  at  Camp  Lafayette,  Saltersville,  N.  J.,  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1861,  about  ninety-eight  men  being  assigned  to  each. 
Capt.  Flagman,  U.  S.  A.,  was  the  mustering  officer.  The  regiment 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  same  day,  at 
the  same  place,  and  by  the  same  mustering  officer.  The  original 
enlisted  men  of  the  Sixty-second  received  no  bounties  beyond  the 
one  hundred  dollars  procured  by  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  at 
the  end  of  the  period  of  the  first  enlistment.  A  few  recruits 
afterwards  joining  the  regiment  received  State  bounty.  No  aid 
was  received  from  State,  city  or  county.  After  muster-in,  the 
general  government  paid  or  refunded  a  portion  of  the  money 
expended  in  organization.  The  Union  Defence  Committee  and  a 
committee  of  ladies,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Anderson, 
Mrs.  Marshall  O.  Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Elwen,  assisted  the  regiment, 
and  to  the  ladies  it  was  mainly  indebted  for  aid  and  encourage- 
ment. 

The  first  set  of  colors  received  by  the  Sixty-second  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Cromfield,  of  Fort  Sumter,  at  the  branch  camp, 
Riker's  Island.  The  second  set  was  received  at  Williamsburgh, 
Va.,  from  the  city  of  Xew  York,  May  7th,  1862.  The  third  set, 
presented  by  ladies  of  Xew  York  city,  was  received  at  Culpepper, 
Va.  Another  set  was  received  June  1st,  18(35,  being  presented 
at  Fort  Schuyler  on  the  part  of  the  Xew  York  common  council. 

On  its  arrival  at  Washington,  the  Sixty-second  regiment  was 
assigned  to  General  Peck's  brigade.  Buell's  division.  Thence- 
forward  its  history  is  linked  in  honor  and  distinction  with  all  the 
principal  campaigns  of  Virginia,  and  took  part  altogether  in 
twenty-four  general   engagements.     By  an  order  of  the  War  De- 
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partment,  issued  before  Sheridan's  last  campaign,  the  regiment 
was  authorized  to  inscribe  its  colors  with  the  names  of  nineteen 
battle  iiekls;  and  subsequently  to  this  it  shared  in  live  more  con- 
flicts. The  total  loss  of  regimental  books  and  papers,  at  three- 
distinct  periods  of  its  service,  viz:  at  Fair  Oaks,  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 2d,  and  at  Cedar  Creek,  unfortunately  destroyed  many  valu- 
able details  of  its  military  service,  as  well  as  the  data  of  casual- 
ties, marches,  etc.  From  imperfect  lists,  the  number  of  killed 
has  been  reckoned  at  one  colonel,  one  major,  and  117  privates; 
wounded,  two  held  officers,  fifteen  line  officers  and  347  privates. 
Colonel  Riker  fell  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  while  bravely  leading 
the  regiment  in  a  charge.  The  regiment,  at  the  close  of  its  first 
term  of  service,  re-enlisted,  June  17,  1864.  The  official  report  of 
casualties,  made  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  bears 
witness  to  the  lighting  qualities  of  this  regiment,  and  its  severe 
losses  while  in  service. 

Report  of  casualties  during  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  May  3d, 
and  succeeding  days,  1863  : 

Killed — Austin  J.  Chapman,  private  company  A;  George  Parker,  private  com- 
pany C;  Daniel  McYcy,  corporal  company  E;  George  Walker,  sergeant  company  F; 
Peter  Henry,  private  company  F;  James  Dunnigan,  corporal  company  G;  Edward 
Fahy,  private  company  G;  Jerome  Uallanan,  sergeant  company  I;  Adolph  Mitzner, 
private  company  I;  Samuel  Reese,  private  company  K. 

Wounded — Theodore  B.  Hamilton,  lieutenant-colonel;  Samuel  C.  Thrait,  adju- 
tant; William  Ackermann,  captain  company  A;  William  T.  Brady,  second  lieu- 
tenant company  A;  Michael  Doyle,  corporal  company  A;  Philip  Taggart,  corpo: 
ral  company  A;  Thomas  Scott,  private  company  A;  Edward  Codey,  private  com- 
pany A;  Hugh  Flaherty,  private  company  A;  James  Smith,  private  company  C; 
Matthew  Kalary,  corporal  company  C;  W.  P.  Alcott,  sergeant  company  D;  James 
C.  Husted,  corporal  company  D;  John  McAulilT,  private  company  D;  Wm.  L. 
Hunt,  private  company  D;  Edward  Tracy,  private  company  D;  Lawrence  Game-y, 
private  company  D;  Samuel  Skidmore,  private  company  D;  Joseph  W right,  private 
company  D;  Henry  Drake,  private  company  D;  John  H.  Ehert,  privato  company 
E;  James  B.  Schermerhorn,  private  company  E;  George  Sherman,  first  sergeant 
company  F;  Matthew  Ruther,  corporal  company  F;  Jacob  Birch,  private  company 
F;  William  Crone,  private  company  F;  Wm.  Gehrie,  private  company  F;"Adam 
Hassemann,  private  company  F;  Christian  F.  Schmidt,  private  company  F;  Louis 
Samuels,  second  lieutenant  company  G;  Edward  Brown,  corporal  company  G; 
Thomas  Burns,  private  company* G;  Samuel  Johnson,  private  company  G;  Frede- 
rick Lentmann,  private  company  G;  Wm.  Meliffe,  private  company  G;  Patrick 
Ryan,  private  company  G;  John  Rooney,  private  company  G;  Thomas  Shields, 
private  company  G;  Philip  Whiteman,  private  company  G;  John  Walsh,  private 
company  G;  Thomas  Judge,  first  sergeant  company  II;  Hugh  F.  Coleman,  ser- 
geant company  H;  Joseph  C.  Smith,  sergeant  company  II;  Gluey  Dean,  private 
company  II;  Richard  Goudsell,  private  company  H;  Stephen  Willey,  first  sergeant 
company  I;  Louis  Haimier,  private  company  I;  David  Wood,  sergeant  company  K; 
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James  Johnston,  corporal  company  K;  John  Leancy,  corporal  company  K;  Andrew 
Monroe,  corporal  company  K;  Timothy  Kelly,  private  company  K;  Joseph  Kalh} 
private  company  K;  George  Paul,  private  company  K. 

Missing — Louis  J.  Stuart,  second  lieutenant  company  B;  Patrick  Shields,  first 
sergeant  company  B;  Win.  IT.  Hines,  sergeant  company  B;  John  B.  Dobnear,  ser- 
geant company  B,  Edward  Lafay,  sergeant  company  B;  George  E.  Hopkins,  corpo- 
ral company  B;  Hiram  Newman,  corporal  company  B;  Richard  Carney,  corporal 
company  B;  Daniel  Mulligan,  music,  company  B;  Andrew  J.  Byrne,  private  com- 
pany B;  Thomas  Crumley,  private  company  B;  James  Crumley,  private  company 
B;  Mich.  Finnigan,  private  company  B;  Michael  Farrell,  private  company  B;  Gustave 
Froberg,  private  company  B;  James  Gale,  private  company  B;  Edward  Hennessy, 
private  company  B;  Martin  Kennedy,  private  company  B;  Edward  N.  Ketchum, 
private  company  B;  Charles  Kasefrang,  private  company  B;  George  Middleton,  pri- 
vate company  B;  Michael  Matthews,  private  company  B;  John  Murray,  private 
co.B;Wm.  Murphy ,  private  company  B;  Henry  Ostigu,  private  company  B;  Joseph 
O'Neil,  private  company  B;  Patrick  Shields,  2d,  private  company  B;  Christian  IT. 
Schmidt,  private  company  F;  Edwin  IT.  Morris,  first  lieutenant  company  G; 
Edward  Connell,  private  company  G;  C.  Morse,  sergeant  company  I;  Frederick 
Stevenson,  sergeant  company  I;  W.  Harmon,  corporal  company  I;  Joseph  Zeloyo- 
ski,  corporal  company  I;  John  Butler,  private  company  I;  Henry  Butcher,  private 
company  I;  Herman  Eisenkramer,  private  company  I;  Joseph  Fugline,  private 
company  I;  John  Gens,  private  company  I;  Louis  Gerardt,  private  company  I; 
Henry  Gruet,  private  company  I;  George  Hall,  private  company  I;  Chas.  Hoffman, 
private  company  I;  George  Hatherer,  private  company  I;  Chas.  Krauss,  private 
company  I;  Louis  Lamberd,  private  company  I;  Wm.  Leaycraft,  private  company 
I;  Henry  Rogers,  private  company  I;  Alfred  Redingcr,  private  company  I;  J. 
Shanahan,  private  company  I;  J.  II.  Snyder,  private  company  I;  Louis  Maurice, 
private  company  I;  "Win.  Madel,  private  company  K;  Wm.  Hartz,  private  company 
K;  Nicholas  Klasmann,  private  company  K. 

The  Sixty-second  regiment,  after  remaining  in  service  until  the 
war  closed,  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Schuyler  in  August.  1865. 

Officers  of  the  Sixty-second  Regiment  New  York.  State  Volunteers,  1802. 

rank  name. 

Colonel David  J.  Nevin.* 

Lieutenant-Colonel Oscar  V.  Dayton. 

Major  Wilson  Hubbell. 

Adjutant Samuel  C.  Thwait. 

Quartermaster Joseph  J.  Yates. 

Surgeon George  B.  F.  Simpson. 

Assistant  Surgeon William  W.  Bidlock. 

Chaplain John  Harvey. 

Company  A: 

Captain William  Ackerman. 

1st  Lieutenant William  H.  Baker. 

2$  Lieutenant Lewis  Samuels. 


*  Succeeded  Colonel  J.  L.  Riker. 
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Company  B: 

Captain John  F.  Bisbee. 

1st  Lieutenant William  F.  Davies. 

2d  Lieutenant William  Knoblock. 

Company  C: 

Captain "William  N.  Hathaway 

2d  Lieutenant Horace  A.  Pratt. 

Company  I): 

1st  Lieutenant Joseph  L.  Meek. 

2d  Lieutenant John  T.  Gumming. 

Company  E: 

Captain Miles  L.  Riggs. 

1st  Lieutenant James  M.  Poole. 

2d  Lieutenant Frederick  Hanson. 

Company  F: 

Captain George  IT.  Moser. 

1st  Lieutenant  ...» Louis  Grimm. 

2d  Lieutenant James  L.   Shields. 

Company  G: 

Captain George  II.  Eddy. 

1st  Lieutenant Edward  II.  Morris. 

2d  Lieutenant William  T.  Brady. 

Company  H: 

Captain Andrew  J.  Redmond. 

1st  Lieutenant George  J.  Clarke. 

2d  Lieutenant Andrew  Cusack. 

Company  I: 

Captain James  Magee. 

1st  Lieutenant Luman  S.  Clarke. 

2d  Lieutenant Leon  Kissel. 

Company  K: 

Captain Archibald  Johnston. 

1st  Lieutenant Charles  R.  Stirling. 

2d  Lieutenant William  Moore. 


SIXTY -THIRD  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Sixty-third  recriment,  called  the  i;  Third  Irish,"  or  "  Indc- 
pendent  Irish,"  was  organized  in  New  York  city  on  authorization 
issued  by  Gov.  Morgan  to  Col.  R.  C.  Enright.  Its  rendezvous  was 
at  ;i  Camp  Kerrigan"  at  Staten  Island,  where  volunteers  were 
quartered  from  May,  1861,  until  the  recruiting  ended  in  November 
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of  the  same  year.  With  the  exception  of  company  K,  which  was 
recruited  at  Albany,  and  company  A  and  E,  raised  partially  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  the  members  of  the  regiment  were  enlisted  in  New 
York  city.  Co.  A  was  recruited  by  Capt.  Kobert  O'Neil;  Co.  B,  by 
John  Warren  ;  Co.  C,  by  John  Lynch  ;  Co.  D,  by  George  Tobin  ; 
Co.  E,  by  James  Prendergrast  ;  Co.  F,  by  James  McCaffrey  ;  Co. 
G,  by  P.J.  Condon  ,  Co.  H,  by  Michael  Welch  ;  Co.  I,  by  John 
Cavanaugti  ;  Co.  K,  by  John  Brannegau.  The  companies  were 
mustered  as  follows  :  A,  August  7th  ;  B,  August  14th  ;  C,  August 
21st ;  D  and  E,  August  29th  ;  F  and  G,  September  5th  ;  IT,  Sep- 
tember 12th;  I,  November  21st;  K,  September  25th.  All  but 
company  K  (which  was  organized  at  Albany),  were  mustered  in 
at  New  York  city  by  Capt.  Larndt.  The  regiment,  when  mustered, 
reported  about  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  men.  No  bounties 
were  paid  to  the  men  on  their  original  enlistment,  and  no  specific 
aid  was  received  from  any  source.  Dr.  Philip  OTIanlon  interested 
himself  greatly  in  the  organization,  and  contributed  of  his  means 
and  influence.  A  green  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  while 
it  was  encamped  at  David's  Island,  N.  Y.,  about  the  middle  of 
November,  1861,  by  Miss  Develin,  of  New  York  city,  and  a 
national  flan  was  presented  to  it  on  behalf  of  the  "  Young  Men's 
Catholic  Association,"  of  New  York  city,  through  Mr.  William 
Kobinson.  Three  t:  green"  flags  and  three  national  banners  were 
worn  out  during  service. 

The  Sixty-third  left  New  York  for  the  field,  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1861;  its  strength  at  that  date  was  reported  at  eight- 
hundred  and  ninety.  On  arriving  at  Washington,  it  was  assigned 
to  the  Irish  brigade,  Prig.-General  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  command- 
ing, attached  to  Major-General  Sumner's  division.  On  formation 
of  army  corps,  it  reported  in  the  Second  brigade,  First  division, 
Second  army  corps,  and  so  continued  during  the  service.  When 
the  Armv  of  the  Potomac  was  organized  into  grand  divisions 
under  General  Bumside,  the  Sixty-third  was  in  Sumner's  division. 
Losses  in  the  regiment  were  repaired  by  recruiting  from  time  to 
time.  On  September  21st,  1863,  Company  C  was  reformed  from 
recruits.  On  April  10th,  1864,  Company  D  was  mustered  in  at 
Hart's  Island,  N.  Y.,  by  Lieut.  II.  E.  Noyes,  Second  N.  Y.  Cavalry, 
and  joined  the  regiment,  under  Captain  John  II.  Gleeson.  Com- 
pany E  was  formed  April  21st,  1864,  and  Company  F  under 
command  of  Captain  W.  II.  Kennally.  on  June  10th,  1864.  Pre- 
vious to  these  accessions,  the  balauce  of  depleted  companies*had 
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been  consolidated  into  companies  A  and  B,  at  Falmouth.  Va. 
June  10th,  1863. 

On  the  22d  day  of  December,  1863,  nearly  all  the  members  of 

the  regiment  then  reporting  for  duty  re-enlisted  under  provisions 
of  General  Orders,  War  Department,  No.  191,  issued  June  25th, 
1803;  Albany  veterans  to  visit  their  homes  on  a  furlough  of  thirty- 
eight  days. 

The  services  of  the  Sixty-third  were  ardous,  and  its  record  a 
gallant  one.  It  was  engaged  under  Gen.  McClellanin  the  spring  of 
18 G 2,  in  the  operations  on  the  Peninsula,  and  was  at  Bull  Run 
No.  2,  and  in  the  battles  of  General  Pope's  closing  campaign.  It 
participated  in  the  movements  in  Maryland,  September  1862,  and 
served  under  Burnside,  Hooker,  and  Meade,  in  18 63.  Under 
General  Grant,  it  shared  in  all  the  campaigns  against  Richmond  in 
1864  and  ;5,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee,  April  9th, 
1865.  It  never  lost  a  color,  and  was  authorized  by  General 
Orders  No.  10,  issued  from  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  7th,  18G5,  to  inscribe  upon  its  honored  flags,  the  names 
of  twenty-three  battles  in  addition  to  those  of  its  spring  campaign 
in  1865. 

The  following  ample  "Notes"  on  the  services  of  the  Sixty- 
third,  up  to  July  25th,  1864,  by  Captain  Michael  O'Sullivan,  pre- 
sent a  graphic  picture  of  the  movements  and  events  of  this  brave 
regiment : 

"On  Thanksgiving  clay,  1861,  broke  camp  at  David's  island, 
marched  through  New  York,  crossed  from  pier  No.  1  to  Amboy, 
and  proceeded  by  railroad  to  Washington.  December  1,  marched 
to  Camp  California,  a  few  miles  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  we 
encamped  till  March  10,  1862.  Besides  the  usual  camp  duty  and 
battalion  and  brigade  drilling,  we  performed  picket  duty  at 
Edson's  Hill,  Annandale  and  Springfield  Station,  alternately  with 
the  Sixty-ninth  and  Eighty-eighth.  In  the  meantime,  Colonel  R. 
C.  Enright  was  superseded  by  Colonel  John  Burke,  who  had  been 
Lt.-Colonol  of  Thirty-seventh  Irish  Rifles.  Major  Lynch  died, 
and  several  officers  were  dismissed  by  the  Board  of  Examiners, 
and  others  promoted  in  their  stead. 

"  On  10th  March,  1862,  broke  camp  and  marched  to  the  front, 
as  far  as  Bull  Run,  and  occupied  the  camp  evacuated  by  the  rebels 
on  our  approach.  ^  On  19th  March  orders  from  War  Department 
reached  us,  accepting  the  resignations  of  the  officers  who  remon- 
strated against  the  reappointment  of  Col.  Enright,  who  had  been 
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dismissed  a  few  weeks  before  by  the  Board  of  Examiners.  The 
officers  deputed  Chaplain  Rev.  J.  B.  Dillon,  Captains  Branagan 
and  O'Sullivan  to  explain  to  Governor  Morgan  why  we  refused 
to  serve  under  Colonel  En  right.  On  Governor  Morgan's  commu- 
nicating with  War  Department,  we  were  all  recom missioned. 

"  Marched  on  20th  to  meet  the  rebels  at  Warrenton,  thence 
back  to  Alexandria;  took  shipping  to  Ship  Point,  Va.,  remaining 
there  some  days  in  the  fortified  camp  deserted  by  the  rebels. 
Here  Major  "R.  C.  Bcntley  joined  us,  transferred  from  the  adjutancy 
of  Thirtieth  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Marched  thence  tc  Camp  Winfield 
Scott,  about  7th  April,  and  participated  in  the  military  operations 
at  Yorktown.  •  Broke  camp  and  marched  with  our  corps  (Second) 
in  pursuit  of  the  rebels  towards  Williamsburg,  marching  all  night 
and  part  of  next  day,  the  shocking  state  of  the  roads  considerably 
impeding  our  progress.  Arriving  within  a  few  miles  of  Williams- 
burgh,  received  orders  to  halt,  that  the  battle  had  been  fought. 
Returned  to  Yorktown,  took  shipping  and  disembarked  on  the 
Pamunky  river;  thence,  by  short  marches,  to  Fair  Oaks,  from 
which  we  were  detached  to  guard  the  Chickahominy  whilst  the 
artillery  were  being  dragged  through  the  swamps;  back  again  to 
Fair  Oaks  and  participated  in  the  fight  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day.  Encamped  at  Fair  Oaks  until  the  day  on  which  the 
battle  of  Gaines  Mills  was  fought,  building  and  guarding  breast- 
works, and  in  doing  picket  duty  in  close  proximity  to  the  rebels, 
and  participated  in  an  engagement  on  the  night  of  26th  June,  in 
which  we  defeated  the  enemy  and  drove  them   back   with   great 

slaughter.     Made  a  forced  march  on  June to   Gaines  Mills, 

rushed  between  our  disorganized  army  and  the  rebels,  fired  a  few 
volleys,  and  the  rebels  retreated,  leaving  us  master  of  the  field. 
Participated  in  all  the  battles  that  were  fought  during  the  memo- 
rable blood)-  week,  and  finally  halted  at  Harrison's  Landing. 
Encamped  there,  doing  picket  duty  nearly  as  far  as  Malvern  Hill, 
and  building  breastworks,  until  17th  August,  when  we  marched 
to  Newport  News;  encamped  there  a  few  clays,  and  then  took 
shipping  to  Acquia  Creek;  thence  by  rail  to  Falmouth,  where  we 
encamped  one  day:  thence  back  by  Acquia  Creek  to  Alexandria; 
thence  towards  Centreville,  halting  a  night  at  Fort  Corcoran;  held 
Centreville  during  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Pun;  thence  to  the 
Potomac,  crossing  Chain  bridge,  to  Teiiallytown,  where  we 
encamped  for  two  days.  Broke  camp,  pursued  the  rebels  through 
Rockville  and  Frederick  City  to  South  Mountain.     After  the  bat- 


122  Fifth  A  nnua     Rep  or  t  of  the 

tie,  continued  the  pursuit  through  Boonesboro  and  Kecdysville 
to  Antietam.  "Was  under  artillery  fire  for  forty-six  hours,  sup- 
porting a  battery,  without  being  rel.'eved,  until  morning  of  17th 
September,  when  our  brigade  was  ordered  to  another  portion  of 
the  held;  inarched  steadily,  under  lire,  to  a  solid  rail  fence,  tore 
it  down,  resumed  our  arms  and  advanced;  helped  to  defeat  the 
enemy,  leaving  about  240  of  our  regiment  dead  and  wounded  on 
the  field.  Amongst  the  dead  were  Captain  Cavanagh,  Lieuten- 
ants Lydon,  Smith,  McConnell  and  Lynch;  wounded,  Lt.-Oolonel 
Fowler,  Major  Bcntley,  Captains  Michael  O'Sullivan  and  Condon. 
Lieutenants  Cartwright  and  Mackey,  the  latter  mortally.  Marched 
thence  to  Harpers  ferry,  thence  to  Falmouth.  Engaged  in  the 
first  Fredericksburg  fight,  in  which  Captain  John  Sullivan  was 
killed,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Major  O'Neal,  Captain 
Moore,  Lieutenants  McDonald,  Brady  and  others. 

"Remained  in  camp  near  Falmouth,  (ill  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  in  which  many  of  our  men  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among 
the  killed  was  Capt.  Lynch,  wounded  Col.  Bentley.  Marched 
thence  towards  Gettysburg,  and  during  the  march,  on  June  12th, 
an  order  consolidating  the  regiment  into  two  companies,  and  the 
mustering  out  of  the  supernumerary  commissioned  officers  and 
sergeants  reached  us.  The  two  companies  fought  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  in  which  Lieut. -Col.  Bentley  was  again  wounded  and 
Lieut.  Conolly  wounded  and  prisoner.  Regiment  was  recruited — 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  in  the  Wilderness  and  before 
Petersburg,  where  the  regiment  now  lies.  Amongst  the  killed 
in  the  engagements  last  mentioned  were  Capt.  Boyle  and  Adju- 
tant McDonald,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Capt.  Brady,  Lieuts. 
Grogan  and  Maker. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the  promotions  to  till  vacan- 
cies occasioned  by  the  death  or  discharge  of  officers  were  taken 
from  the  ranks,  and  among  those  so  promoted  seven  of  them  were 
men  originally  enlisted  by  Capt.  Michael  O'Sullivan,  namely  : 
Captains  Dwyer  and  Quirk,  Adjutant  McDonald,  Lieuts.  Hart, 
Carroll,  Maher,  and  Chambers." 

Casualties  of  Sixty-third  Regiment  from  Jan.  1st,  1802,  to  Dec.  31st,  18G2: 

Strength  of  Regiment  Jan.  1, 1SG2 621 

Recruits  received  during  the  year GO 

K  illed  in  battle 3S 

Pud  from  diseases,  wounds  and  other  causes 44 

( >fficers  killed 0 
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Officers  wounded 1 

Officers  deceased 1 

Note — "Wounded  in  battle,  not  included  above,    officers,  12;  enlisted,  2?'2. 

Actions  in  which  the  regiment  has  participated: 
Yorktown;   Fair  Oaks;    Gain's  Hill;    Allen's  Farm;    Savage's  ^Station;   White 
Oak  Bridge;  Glendale;  Malvern  Hill;  Antietam;  Fredericksburg.  e 

Very  respectfully, 

R  .C  BENTLEY, 

Lieut. -Colonel  Commanding  Sixty-third  j\r.  Y.  S.  Vols. 


Officers  of  the  Sixty-third  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  18G2. 

RANK.  NAME. 

Colonel Henry  Fowler. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richard  C .  Bentley. 

Major Joseph  O'Neil. 

Adjutant William  Taylor. 

Quartermaster James  J.  McCormick. 

Surgeon , Lawrence  Reynolds. 

Assistant  Surgeon Samuel  R.  Elliott. 

Assistant  Surgeon Charles  Smart. 

Chaplain James  M.  Dillon. 

Company  A: 

Captain Richard  P.  Moore. 

2d  Lieutenant Timothy  Murray. 

Company  B: 

Captain Joseph  McDonough. 

1st  Lieutenant James  D.  Brady. 

Company  C: 

Captain John  C .  Lynch. 

1st  Lieutenant William  Quirk. 

2d  Lieutenant William  D.  Herring. 

Company  D: 

Captain Thomas  W.  Cortright. 

1st  Lieutenant John  Flynn. 

2d  Lieutenant John  Ryan. 

Company  E: 

Captain John  H.  Gleason. 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  Norton. 

2d  Lieutenant Patrick  Roordon. 

Company  F: 

Captain Michael  O'SulIivan. 

1st  Lieutenant John  Dwyer. 

2d  Lieutenant Miles  McDonald. 
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RANK.  NAME. 

Company  G: 

Captain Patrick  J.  Condon. 

1st  Lieutenant James  Mackay. 

2d  Lieutenant Lawrence  Daidy. 

c  Company  II: 

1st  Lieutenant " Patrick  Maher. 

2d  Lieutenant Williams  Higgins. 

Company  I: 

Captain Thomas  Tewey. 

2d  Lieutenant "William  Dailey. 

Company  K: 

Captain John  Sullivan. 

1st  Lieutenant . .  John  J.  Hueley. 

2d  Lieutenant Michael  Grogan. 


SIXTY-FOUETTI  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  Sixty-fourth  or  "First  Cattaraugus  Regiment"  was  organ- 
ized in  the  counties  of  Cattaraugus.  Allegany,  Tomukins  and 
Tioga,  seven  companies  being  raised  in  Cattaraugus  county,  and 
one  in  each  of  the  others.  The  authorization  to  recruit,  issued 
Gov.  Morgan,  by  Adjutant-General  Ilillhouse  to  Colonel  Thomas 
J.  Parker,  Mas  dated  August  16th.  A  rendezvous  was  formed  at 
Elmira  about  September  7th,  and  the  regiment  left  for  Washington 
December  10th,  1861.  Quarters  on  enlistment  were  provided  on 
the  farm  of  Col.  Foster,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the 
business  part  of  the  village  of  Elmira.  on  land  lying  between 
Water  street  and  the  Chemung  river.  The  original  companies 
were  recruited  as  follows: 

Company  A,  at  Gowanda,  by  Captain  Rufus  Washburne. 

Company  B,  at  Randolph,  by  Captain  Timothy  A.  C.  Evarts,  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenants II.  L.  Jones  and  J.  S.  Johnson. 

Company  C,  at  Otto,  by  Captain  Julius  B.  Moltbie. 

Company  D,  at  Rushford,  by  Captain  Harvey  Bond. 

Company  E,  at  Ithaca,  by  Captain  William  Glcnny. 

Company  F,  at  Little  Valley,  by  Captain  Wm.B.  Battin,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
Fundi  and  Henry  C.  Fuller. 

Company  G,  at  Wiellsville,  by  Captain  Joshua  S.  Pcttinger,  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant Lewis  II.  Fassett. 
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Company  II,  Owego,  by  Captain  Willis  G.  Babcock,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
Barslow  and  Hewitt. 

Company  I,  at  Olean,  Ly  Captain  Robert  II.  Remvick. 
Company  K,  afc  Leon,  by  Captain  William  Fancher. 

Dr.  Gregg  was  medical  inspector  at  the  rendezvous,  and  Sur- 
geon George  W.  Barrand  Assistant-surgeon  Java  E.  Kelsey,  of  the 
regiment. 

On  arrival  at  Washington,  the  Sixty-fourth  regiment  went  into 
camp  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capitol,  till  January  2,  3SG2,  when  it 
entered  upon  active  service,  subsequently  taking  part  in  the  siege 
of  York  town  and  the  battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines7  Mills,  Savage's 
Station,  Peach  Orchard,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern 
Hill,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  in  the  en- 
gagements of  the  following  Virginia  campaign.  It  was  first  bri- 
gaded under  Brig.-Gcn.  0.  O.  Howard,  and  in  June,  1862,  was 
transferred  to  the  Irish  brigade  for  a  few  days,  after  which  it 
became  attached  to  the  brigade  of  Brig.-Gen.  Wm.  H.  French, 
where  it  remained  until  September,  1862,  when  it  was  transferred 
to  the  brigade  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Caldwell.  It  served  in 
the  division  of  Major-Gen.  J.  B.  Richardson  until  that  general's 
death,  and  afterwards  under  Gen.  Hancock.  Major-Gen.  E.  Y. 
Sumner  was  its  first  corps  commander,  subsequently  Gen.  Couch, 
and  afterwards  Gen.  Hancock.  From  the  time  of  its  encampment 
at  Bladenburg,  one  mile  east  of  Washington,  and  its  subsequent 
picket  duty  at  Camp  California,  about  three  miles  from  Alexan- 
dria, from  Jan.  7  to  March  4,  1862,  the  Sixty-fourth  experienced 
no  lack  of  arduous  occupation.  W 'hen  Gen.  Howard's  brigade 
was  thrown  out  to  Fairfax,  Va.,  during  the  first  week  of  March, 
1862,  in  advance  of  the  whole  army,  a  portion  of  the  regiment 
was  assigned  to  guard  a  junction  of  roads  and  cross  roads.  From 
regimental  notes  of  Lieut.  Col.  Enos  C.  Brooks,  commanding  the 
regiment  at  that  period,  we  extract  the  following  to  illustrate  the 
constant  service  in  which  the  Sixty-fourth  was  engaged. 

"  March  6,  1862. — We  advanced  our  post  of  junction.  Killed 
a  scout  of  the  enemy,  named  Charles  Dillon.  March  7th  the  bri- 
gade was  relieved  by  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Casey.  The  Sixty- 
fourth  regiment  then  was  ordered  back  to  Springfield,  where  it 
joined  the  army  in  its  advance  of  the  same  upon  Manassas;  Rich- 
ardson's division  taking  the  lead  of  Sumner's  corps,  then  went  to 
Manassas,  a  part  of  the  Sixty-fourth  regiment  to  Rappahannock 
river  with  a  brigade,  and  the  balance  guarded  Manassas  Junction, 
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where  it  remained  till  April  5,  18G2,  when  It  returned  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  took  steamer  for  the  peninsula.  April  G,  1865,  advanced 
with  the  army  to  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg.  4  Returned  to 
Yorktown.  Took  steamer  to  West  Point.  Then  marched  to  Fair 
Oaks.  Remained  there  till  June  28th  and  returned  to  Harrison's 
JJanding,  fighting  daily.  Returned  with  the  arimy  to  Alexandria, 
where  it  arrived  August  28th.  August  31st  went  to  Bull  Run. 
Returned  to  Georgetown  September  3d,  18(32.  Marched  through 
Maryland  to  South  Mountain  and  took  the  advance  from  there  to 
Antietam.  September  23,  1862,  went  to  Harper's  Ferry.  Octo- 
ber 31st  left  Harper's  Ferry  and  marched  toAvards  Warrenton, 
where  we  arrived  and  stayed  till  November  15th.  Then  for  Fal- 
mouth, Ya.,  where  it  arrived  November  17th,  and  remained  till 
December  11th,  when  it  marched  to  cross  the  river.  Crossed  to 
Fredericksburg  December  12th.  Fought  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg December  13th,  1862,  when  and  where  I  was  wounded." 

Besides  the  battles  mentioned  above,  including  all  of  the  "  Seven 
Days  "  lighting  on  McClellan's  retreat  from  the  front  of  Richmond, 
to  Hairison's  Landing,  the  Sixty-fourth  was  present,  though  not 
in  action,  at  Second  Bull  Run,  and  was  at  South  Mountain  at  the 
close,  at  Antietam,  and  in  all  the  battles  of  the  campaign  of  General 
Grant  in  18G4.  The  following  account  of  the  operations  of  the 
regiment  in  the  Chancellorsville  campaign,  from  April  27  to  May 
6, 1863,  is  by  Col.  S.  G.  Bingham,  of  the  Sixty-fourth. 

"  Headquarters  Sixtv-fourtii  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols., 
Camp  near  Falmouth,  Ya.,  May  10th,  18(33. 

"To  Ciias.  P.  Hatch,  IJ.  and  A.  A.  A.  Gren'L,  Fourth  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Second,  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

14  Sir — Concerning  the  operations  of  the  Sixty-fourth  regiment 
N.  Y.  Vols.,  from  the  27th  day  of  April  to  the  6th  day  of  May, 
18G3,  I  have  the  honor  to  report :  That  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  First  division,  the 
regiment  broke  its  camp,  below  the  Lasey  House,  where  it  had 
been  supporting  Battery  D,  Eighth  New  York  Artillery,  and 
marched  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  18th,  having  been  received  by 
the  Forty-second  Xew  York.  Arrived  at  headquarters  of  the  First 
division  at  daylight,  and  were  formed  into  the  Fourth  brigade,  by 
close  column  by  regiment,  in  front  of  the  Second  Delaware  regi- 
ment. The  regiment  marched  at  7  a.  m.  with  the  brigade;  halted 
a!  11  a.  m.  in  the  Vicinity  of  Bank's  ford.     The  Sixty-fourth  was 
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moved  to  a  new  position,  and  camped  for  night  in  a  pine  wood; 
the  Sixty-fourth  in  front  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  and  in  rear  of  the  Second  Delaware,  its  right  rest- 
ing on  a  road.  Two  hundred  men  were  detailed  from  the  Sixty- 
fourth  for  fatigue,  and  were  sent  out  under  command  of  Captain 
Glenn}',  of  the  Sixty-fourth,  to  build  corduroy  road  towards 
Bank's  ford.  The  detail  came  in  late  at  night.  April  28th,  at 
daylight,  hy  order  of  Colonel  J.  K.  Brooke,  commanding  Fourth 
brigade,  the  whole  regiment  reported  to  headquarters  of  First 
division  as  a  fatigue  party,  raid  were  conducted  to  the  work  by 
the  engineer  in  charge,  with  the  detail  from  the  whole  division 
(900  in  all),  finished  the  work  assigned  them,  building  a  part  of 
the  corduroy  road  to  Bank's  ford  in  a  good,  workmanlike  man- 
lier, the  lo£>*s  beinir  cut  and  brought  by  hand  from  a  considerable 
distance.  The  Sixty-fourth  reached  its  camp  again  at  1  P.  M.,  and 
I  was  immediately  ordered  by  Colonel  J.  R.  Brooke  to  report 
with  the  Sixty-fourth  regiment  to  Major-General  Couch.  I  did 
so,  and.  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Couch  'to  march  direct  to 
Hamit's  Cross  Roads  on  the  Warren  ton  road.,  hold  that  position 
until  the  rear  of  the  wagon  and  ambulance  train  of  the  Second 
corps  should  pass  that  point,  then  to  follow  on  towards  United 
States  ford  and  go  into  camp  with  the  Fourth  brigade/  which 
order  was  executed.  The  rear  of  the  Second  corps  train  passed 
Hamit's  Cross  Roads  at  5  r.  m.,  and  the  Sixty-Fourth  went  into 
camp  with  its  brigade  at  midnight.  The  heavy  hospital  wagons 
frequently  stuck  fast  in  the  mud,  and  it  was  necessary  to  lift  them 
out  by  hand,  causing  great  delays  in  moving. 

"  April  30th,  Thursday. — The  regiment  formed  and  was  ordered 
to  march  at  8:20  a.  m.  Marched  with  the  Fourth  brigade  towards 
United  States  ford — the  Sixty-fourth  following  the  Fifty-third 
Pennsylvania.  Halted  at  noon  with  the  brigade  and  division,  when 
I  mustered  the  regiment,  by  direction  of  Colonel  J.  R.  Brooke; 
the  order  detailing  Captain  P,  McCollough,  Second  -  Delaware,  to 
muster  the  Sixty-fourth,  having  been  countermanded.  Marched 
with  the  brigade  and  division  again  at  5  P.  M.,  in  the  same  order 
as  in  the  A.  M.,  and  reached  the  Rappahannock  river,  down  a  steep 
rocky  bluff.  At  6  P.  M.,  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon  bridges, 
passed  over  the  entrenchments  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  halted 
a  short  lime  with  the  brigade  and  division  in  the  open  held 
beyond.  Marched  a  little  before  dark  until  10  p.  m.  along  a 
main  road,  the  general  course  of  which  was  south  5°  to  10°  east. 


128  Fifth  A  xx  i  ta  l  Rep  o  r  to*  the 

and  camped  with  the  Fourth  brigade,  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Pennsylvania,  at  Chancellorsville,  fronting  easterly,  the  right 
of  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  resting  on  the  main  road. 

11  May  1st,  in  the  forenoon,  I  had  an  inspection  of  ammunition,  by 
order  of  Colonel  J.  E.  Brooke.  The  regiment  marched  with  the 
brigade  at  1p.m.,  the  Sixty-fourth  leading,  about  a  mile  beyond  the 
brick  house  to  the  top  of  the  hill  along  the  road  running  north- 
easterly to  Fredericksburg.  The  Sixty-fourth  formed  in  the  front 
line  at  a  right  angle  to  the  road,  the  right  of  the  regiment  resting 
on  the  road. 

Immediately  Major-General  Hancock  detached  the  Sixty-fourth 
and  ordered  me  to  march  the  regiment  across  the  road,  deploy  one- 
half  of  it  as  skirmishers,  the  remainder  to  form  the  reserve,  and 
advance  the  line  of  skirmishers,  the  left  to  rest  in  the  road,  and 
the  right  to  connect  with  Colonel  Miles  of  the  Sixty-first  Xew 
York.  I  marched  the  regiment  across  the  road  as  ordered,  and 
received  additional  directions  from  Major-General  Couch,  and  a 
variety  of  orders  and  directions  from  Brig. -General  Caldwell,  as  to 
the  position  of  Colonel  Miles,  and  the  point  at  which  to  commence 
the  deployment  of  skirmishers.  I  was  further  directed  to  keep 
the  reserve  well  sheltered  behind  a  hill  indicated.  I  deployed  the 
right  wing  of  the  regiment  as  skirmishers  by  the  right  and  left 
ilauk,  on  the  right  of  the  right  centre  company,  at  a  point  indi- 
cated by  Lieutenant  Cross,  of  General  Caldwell's  staff,  leaving  the 
left  wing  of  the  battalion  as  reserve,  in  close  column  by  division, 
under  command  of  Major  Bradly,  and  advanced  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers in  the  expectation  of  striking  the  left  of  the  Sixty-first 
with  my  right.  After  advancing  the  line  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  woods,  we  came  upon  a  line  of  skirmishers  of  the 
Sixth.  United  States  Infantry,  of  whose  position  or  presence  in  that 
vicinity  I  had  received  no  intimation. 

"The  Sixth  infantry  fell  back  as  we  approached,  and  my  line 
advanced  a  little  beyond  that  of  the  Sixth  as  first  seen.  1  discov- 
ered that  the  road  upon  which  my  left  must  rest  bore  away  to  the 
left  at  an  obtuse  angle  to  my  front,  and  I  was  obliged  either  to 
continually  oblique  my  line  to  the  left  as  I  advanced  or  send  a 
detachment  to  the  left  from  the  reserve.  Not  having  discovered 
the  Sixty -first  yet,  I  sent  a  platoon  to  the  left  to  till  the  opening 
next  to  the  road  as  the  line  should  advance.  I  sent  Lieut.  Chase, 
of  the  Sixty-fourth,  to  the  rigid  and  front  in  quest  of  the  Sixty- 
first.     After  being  gone    half  an   hour   or  more,  he  returned  and 
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reported  that  lie  had  been  over  a  half  mile  to  the  right  and  front 
and  could  find  nothing  of  the  Sixty-first  or  the  enemy.  I  then  sent 
1st  Sergeant  McCutchen,  of  Co.  A,  to  the  rear  and  right,  who  soon 
found  the  Sixty-first  some  distance  in  our  rear.  Colonel  Miles 
brought  up  the  Sixty -first  as  soon  as  he  learned  my  position,  his 
left  considerably  overlapping  my  right;  but  soon  brought  them 
into  position  on  the  right  of  the  Sixty-fourth,  so  that  the  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Sixty-fourth  and  Sixty  first  formed  a  single  line. 

"Our  position  was  shelled  at  this  time  by  the  enemy,  endanger- 
ing the  reserve,  who  were  moved  forward  by  Major  Braclly,  so  that 
the  plunging  shot  fell  in  their  rear.  The  left  of  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers had  passed  over  the  ground  where  there  had  been  a  skir- 
mish. Several  of  the  dead  lay  in  the  woods,  and  the  ground  was 
strewn  with  knapsacks  of  friends  and  foes. 

"After  remaining  for  some  time  in  this  position,  the  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Sixty-fourth  and  Sixty-first  and  the  reserves, 
by  an  order  from  Maj.-Gen.  Couch,  were  retired  to  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  where  the  Sixty-fourth  had  deployed,  and  the  battalion 
reformed  and  marched  towards  the  brick  house,  conducted  by  an 
aid-de-camp.  As  soon  as  the  regiment  was  reformed  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods  Colonel  Miles  detached  Companies  A  and  C  from  the 
Sixty -fourth  to  operate  in  the  rear  as  skirmishers.  The  Sixty- 
fourth  was  conducted  as  far  as  the  open  field  in  front  and  to  the 
ri^ht  to  the  brick  house,  where  it  was  left  without  orders.  I 
halted  the  regiment  and  was  soon  joined  by  Companies  A  and  C. 
and  was  then  informed  that  Col.  Miles  had  also  detached  Com- 
pany G.  After  waiting  some  time  with  some  anxiety,  Company 
G  came  safely  up.  At  this  time  an  action  was  commencing  in  the 
open  field,  on  the  edge  of  which  the  Sixty-fourth  was  halted. 

"I  marched  the  regiment  with  as  much  celerity  as  possible, 
amid  the  confusion  of  retreating  wagons,  droves  of  cattle,  and 
regiments  moving  to  form  in  line.  I  joined  my  brigade  as  it  wTas 
coming  on  to  the  open  field.  The  Sixty-fourth  was  then  formed 
in  the  brigade,  in  the  second  line  of  battle,  where  it  remained  but 
a  short  time,  and  was  marched  off  by  the  left  flank  down  the  road 
we  had  lately  come  up,  past  part  of  General  Sykes'  command,  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  tiled  to  the  left  out  of  the  road  into  the  woods 
and  were  formed  into  line  of  battle  fronting  northeasterly,  on  the 
left  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  and_on  the 
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right  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Connecticut,  the  right  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  resting  about  twelve  rods  from  the  road. 

"  By  order  of  Colonel  Brooke,  I  sent  Companies  I,  D,  K  and 
E,  and  a  part  of  G,  under  command  of  Major  Braclly,  to  deploy  as 
skirmishers,  cover  the  front  of  the  brigade,  and  advance  through 
the  woods  and  to  the  top  of  a  hill  beyond,  the  right  to  rest  on 
the  road,  and  the  left  to  connect  with  the  skirmishers  of  General 
Caldwell's  brigade. 

"The  line  of  skirmishers  got  into  position  a  little  before  dusk. 
Major  Bradley  sent  frequeut  reports  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  his  front,  which  reports  were  promptly  communicated 
to  Colonel  Brooke,  commanding  brigade. 

"The  enemy  were  in  force  in  our  front,  moving  at  first  to  our 
left,  and  afterwards  back  to  our  right.  We  were  shelled  after 
dark,  but  without  injury  to  the  regiment.  One  charge  of  grape 
and  canister  were  thrown  through  the  line  of  skirmishers  of  the 
Sixty-fourth, 

"Picket  firing  commenced  on  our  right,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  First  division,  and  passed  around  to  the  front  of  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  brigade.  Although  quite  sharp,  and  the  line  of 
pickets  or  skirmishers  well  advanced,  none  of  the  Sixty-fourth 
came  in.  The  skirmishers  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
Pennsylvania,  who  connected  with  the  Sixty-fourth,  broke  and 
retreated,  obliquing  behind  the  left  of  Company  I,  Sixty-fourth, 
until  their  right  was  nearly  behind  the  centre  of  Company  I, 
(Sixty-fourth),  and  about  Un\  rods  in  rear.  In  this  position  they 
fired  at  least  two  rounds  to  the  front.  Sergeant  Smith,  of  Com- 
pany I,  was  sent  to  rally  them,  but  failed.  After  about  an  hour, 
Lt. -Colonel  Broady,  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  brought  them  to 
their  former  position. 

41  About  8  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Brooke  to  cut  trees 
in  front  of  the  regiment  and  form  an  abattis;  but  the  trees  being 
scattering,  a  good  abattis  could  not  be  formed  without  cutting  and 
bringing  trees  from  a  distance.  The  order  was  given  to  build 
a  breastwork  of  logs  and  dig  a  ditch  inside.  Some  entrenching 
tools  were  furnished,  and  the  work  in  front  of  the  Sixty-fourth 
was  finished  a  little  after  midnight.  An  opening  was  left  between 
the  left  of  the  Sixty-fourth  and  the  right  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Connecticut,  for  skirmishers  to. come  in  if  driven  back.  Logs 
wore  cut  and  laid  alongside  the  opening,  so  that  it  could  be  closed 
as  soon  as  the  skirmishers  came  in.     In  these  preparations  Colonel 
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Bostwick,  of  the  Twenty -seventh  Connecticut,  and  myself,  acted 
in  concert. 

"  May  2d,  at  3  p.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Brooke  to 
march  with  the  greatest  secresy  and  quiet,  no  orders  to  be  given 
above  a  whisper,  which  order  was  duly  executed  —  the  Sixty- 
fourth  following  the  Twenty-seventh  Connecticut.  The  skirmish- 
ers were  not  called  in;  the  command  of  the  line  of  skirmishers 
being  under  Colonel  Miles,  Sixty-first  New  York.  The  regiment 
was  marched  back  near  the  brick  house,  and  turned  to  the  right 
through  the  woods,  and  was  formed  into  line  on  the  top  and  behind 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  on  the  left  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth 
Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  right  of  the  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania — 
the  Second  Delaware  being  to  the  left  of  Fifty-third. 

"The  position  of  the  Sixty-fourth  was  northeasterly  from  the 
brick  house,  fronting  northeasterly.  By  order  of  Colonel  Brooke, 
Company  A,  Captain  Darby,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  front 
of  the  regiment,  along  the  crest  of  the  hill.  We  constructed 
breastworks  and  an  abattis  similar  to  the  one  made  the  night 
before. 

"  This  new  position  was  in  the  rear  of,  and  approximativcly  par- 
allel to  the  other.  The  new  breastworks  were  completed  by  7 
a.  m.  Companies  I,  D,  K.  and  E,  being  relieved  by  a  part  of  Sec- 
ond Delaware,  were  assigned  the  space  in  the  pits  left  vacant  by 
a  portion  of  the  Second  Delaware,  sent  to  relieve  them.  At  noon, 
our  new  position  was  smartly  shelled  for  about  thirty  minutes, 
during  which  two  (2)  men  of  the  Sixty-fourth  were  wounded — one 
severely;  both  skirmishers,  one  in  front  of  the  regiment,  the  othei 
in  the  works  built  the  night  before,  which  were  occupied  by  oui 
skirmishers  after  the  regiment  evacuated  them. 

"About  dusk,  Colonel  Brooke  ordered  me  to  deploy  the  whole 
regiment  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  his  brigade,  and  parallel  to  the 
front  of  the  new  entrenchments,  and  advance  about  six  hundred 
yards  to  the  front,  and  connect  with  Colonel  Miles  on  the  right. 

"The  regiment  deployed  by  the  right  and  left  flanks  on  the 
right  of  the  left  center  company,  and,  after  the  deployment  was 
finished,  advanced  straight  forward — Adjutant  Petti t  being  on  the 
extreme  right  to  give  notice  when  we  should  connect  with  Colonel 
Miles.  The  line  was  halted  by  notice  sent  from  the  right,  and 
word  was  passed  that  the  line  was  thirty  paces  too  far  advanced, 
and  must  be  so  far  retired.  I  faced  the  line  to  the  rear,  and  had 
marched  it  about  ten  paces,  when  the  order  came  from  the  right  : 
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1  Sixty-fourth,  double  quick/  several  times  repeated,  which  hur- 
ried the  whole  line  hack  on  the  entrenchments. 

"  The  movement,  at  the  time,  was  entirely  inexplicable  to  me. 
Colonel  Brooke  ordered  me  to  deploy  the  regiment  as  before,  and 
report  to  Colonel  Miles.  The  regiment  having  been  deployed 
again,  I  went  to  the  extreme  right  to  find  Colonel  Miles,  and  found 
that  three  right  companies  of  my  regiment  (C,  E,  and  F),  were 
gone.  I  met  Major  Scott,  of  Major-General  Hancock's  stall',  who 
informed  me  that,  by  General  Hancock's  orders,  the  Sixty-fourth 
were  to  march  out  of  the  woods  to  the  right,  and  down  the  road 
to  the  rifle  pits  in  front;  that  he  had  taken  a  part  of  the  regiment 
down  there  already.  As  soon  as  I  was  satisfied  that  this  change 
in  the  orders  to  the  Sixty-fourth  emanated  from  General  Hancock, 
I  marched  the  line  of  skirmishers  out  by  the  right  flank,  and  down 
the  road  to  the  rifle  pit,  was  joined  by  Companies  C,  E,  and  F, 
and  formed  into  the  pit  in  a  single,  deployed  line,  the  men 
three  feet  apart,  the  right  of  the  Sixty-fourth  resting  on  the  road, 
and  the  left  connecting  with  a  detachment  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  fronting  northeasterly. 

"Company  A,  which  had  been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  in  front  of  the  second  line  of  entrenchments, 
did  not  follow  the  regiment.  I  subsequently  learned  that  Major 
Scott,  while  moving  off  Companies  C,  E,  and  F,  without  notifying 
me,  and  giving  orders  to  double-quick  at  the  moment  the  center 
and  left  of  the  regiment  were  retiring,  which  was  also  in  accord- 
ance with  his  order,  was  the  cause  of  our  coming  back  into  the 
entrenchments.  No  order  to  halt  or  face  by  the  right  flank  was 
given  or  passed  up.  The  regiment  through  the  whole  moved 
precisely  according  to  orders  passed  along  the  line. 

"There  would  not  have  been  the  slightest  confusion  had  Major 
Scott  notified  me  what  he  wanted  the  regiment  to  do.  The  regi- 
ment  lay  in  the  pit  during  the  night,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  to 
the  front,  the  line  being  under  the  superintendence  of  Colonel 
Miles,  who  made  frequent  visits  along  the  line  during  the  night, 
exercising  the  greatest  vigilance.  The  enemy  were  busy  in  front 
all  night  moving  artillery  and  troops.  Orders  to  troops  were 
plainly  heard,  and  sounds  of  chopping  and  falling  trees,  and  "owl 
signals"  were  passed  along  the  lines  in  front. 

41  May  3d,  Sunday. — A  little  before  sunrise  we  heard  the  order 
from  the  enemy  '  prepare  for  an  advance.'  and  immediately  after, 
a  line  of  skirmishers  appeared  in   our  front,   and  advancing  with 
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their  peculiar  yells,  commenced  the  attack,  and  after  a  sharp 
fight  of  about  half  an  hour,  retired.  We  were  next  attacked 
by  a  regular  line  of  battle,  extending  along  our  whole  front  with 
closed  ranks.  Tin's  line  held  their  ground  with  the  greatest  stub- 
bornness, advancing  to  within  five  or  six  rods  of  our  breastwork. 
The  men  of  the  Sixty-fourth  worked  cool  and  steady,  taking  good 
aim,  and  but  few  shots  were  thrown  awa}'. 

"  After  an  hour's  hard  fighting  the  enemy  gave  way  and  retired 
in  confusion,  followed  by  the  cheers  of  our  men.  Another  line  of 
the  same  character  took  their  place,  and  the  contest  kept  on. 
Our  ammunition  was  being  rapidly  expended,  and,  I  believe, 
expended  to  the  best  advantage.  I  sent  an  urgent  request  to  Maj.- 
Gen.  Hancock  for  more  ammunition,  expressing  the  belief  that  we 
could  hold  the  work  while  we  had  ammunition.  My  men  began 
to  fall  killed  and  wounded,  and  it  became  quite  hazardous  for  a 
man  to  show  his  head  above  the  parapet  long  enough  to  aim  with 
certainty.  The  line  of  the  enemy  last  mentioned  held  its  ground 
for  about  an  hour,  when  it  broke,  which  called  out  another  cheer 
from  our  side.  But  the  respite  was  short.  After  a  few  moments 
the  enemv  advanced  against  us  again  in  double  columns  closed  in 
mass,  (for  the  colors  were  in  the  centre  of  the  front  subdivision 
of  the  masses.) 

"  One  of  the  regiments  in. this  line  was  the  Sixteenth  Georgia, 
whose  battle-flag  was  brought  up  to  within  two  rods  of  our  breast- 
works and  nearly  in  front  of  the  opening  left  for  the  skirmishers 
to  come  in,  hereinbefore  mentioned.  This  opening  had  been 
filled  with  logs,  but  no  earth  had  been  thrown  against  them  and 
no  ditch  hud  been  dug.  The  abattis  was  also  light  and  no  men 
behind  it.  This  was  our  weak  point.  I  was  stationed  at  this 
point,  which  was  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  centre  of  the  regiment. 
The  enemy  evidently  had  discovered  the  place,  and  made  a  strong- 
push  to  cany  it.  I  ordered  the  companies  on  the  right  and  left 
to  right  and  left  oblique  their  lire,  and  enfiladed  the  front  of  the 
opening.  At  the  same  time  Captains  Fuller  and  Crowley  tired 
alternate  volleys  by  company  into  the  flank  of  the  Sixteenth  Geor- 
gia with  great  eflect.  This  checked  the  advance,  but  did  not 
drive  the  enemy  back.  The  colors  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  fell 
twice,  and  afterwards  were  placed  against  a  tree,  when  our  men 
ceased  to  fire  upon  it.  It  was  the  regular  Confederate  flag — stars 
and  bars.  Our  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted.  Some  had 
tired  their  last  round  and  some  had  reserved  the  last  cartridge  for 
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the  assault,  A  few  men  from  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty -fifth 
Pennsylvania  came  to  strengthen  us.  I  scattered  them  along  the 
line  and  directed  them  to  share  their  ammunition  with  us.  They 
used  the  buck  and  ball  cartridges,  the  ball  too  large  for  the  Aus- 
trian rifle  used  by  the  Sixty-fourth.  I  directed  the  men  to  tear 
off  the  ball  and  use  the  buck  shot,  which  was  effective  for  such 
short  range. 

A  small  amount  of  ammunition  was  brought  us  by  the  pioneers 
of  the  Sixty-fourth,  and  Lieut,  W.  Poller  was  badly  wounded 
while  serving  it  to  the  men.  Our  Are  slackened  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  ammunition;  the  men  fixed  bayonets  and  were  await- 
ing the  assault,  which  was  momently  expected,  when  to  our  sur- 
prise the  enemy  rapidly  fell  back.  One  man  of  Company  G,  Chas. 
G.  Bingham,  sprang  upon  the  parapet,  and  seeing  six  men  outside 
ordered  them  in  as  prisoners.  They  came  over  immediately  and 
delivered  themselves  up.  They  were  from  the  Sixteenth  Georgia, 
and  said  that  their  colonel  had  fallen  at  the  first  volley  received 
by  the  regiment,  and  supposed  to  be  killed.  I  despatched  Ser- 
geant Patterson  and  two  men  to  the  rear  with  the  prisoners.  At 
this  time,  9  a.  m.,  the  Sixty-fourth  was  relieved  by  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Connecticut,  conducted  by  Colonel  Morris,  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  New  York.  After  the  Twenty-seventh  had  entered  the 
ditch,  I  ordered  the  word  to  be  passed  to  the  right  and  left  for 
the  Sixty-fourth  to  fall  directly  back.  The  order  passed  rapidly 
to  the  left,  but  was  was  not  passed  to  the  right,  as  I  afterwards 
learned.  The  left  wing  soon  came  to£ether,  and  not  bein£  joined 
by  the  right,  I  marched  back  towards  the  second  line  of  entrench- 
ments, supposing  that  the  right  wing  had  tiled  out  of  the  pit  to 
the  right  and  gone  up  the  road.  Lieutenant  Miller,  of  General 
Hancock's  staff,  met  us  and  conducted  us  back  to  the  second  line 
of  entrenchments,  where  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hancock  to 
pass  on  to  the  left,  not  having  ammunition.  I  sent  Senreant  In- 
graham,  of  company  K,  Sixty-fourth,  back  to  find  the  right  wing 
of  the  regiment,  and  conduct  it.  I  halted  the  regiment  in  the 
open  field  at  Chancellorsville,  and  was  there  joined  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  regiment,  at  10  A.  M.,  under  command  of  Captain 
Glenny,  in  good  order.  The  regiment  joined  the  brigade  in  the 
afternoon,  and  were  formed  in  the  third  line  of  battle,  fronting 
southerly,  on  the  left  of  what  was  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Con- 
necticut, and  received  eighty  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  man 
in  the  ranks.     The  casualties    during  the  day  were  fifteen  killed 


i 


Chief  of  the  Burea  u  of  Military  Sta  tistics.  \  3  5 

instantly,  and  eighteen  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  were 
Captain  Darby  and  Lieutenant  Roller,  both  gallant  and  valuable 
officers. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  it  would  hardly  be 
just  to  particularize  cases  of  meritorious  conduct  where  all,  both 
officers  and  men  according  to  their  station,  did  equally  well.  Not 
a  man  flinched,  none  passed  to  the  rear  unless  wounded  or  sent  on 
a  message.  The  officers  kept  themselves  continually  on  the  alert, 
cheering  and  directing  the  men,  very  many  tearing  cartridges  to 
expedite  the  firing.  The  men  worked  with  zeal,  heartiness  and 
enthusiasm,  combined  with  coolness  and  caution,  worthy  of  all 
praise.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  breastworks  was  covered  with 
the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded. 

I  was  obliged  to  send,  through  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  and 
shells,  several  messages,  which  were  unhesitatingly  and  correctly 
delivered,  and  the  messengers  in  each  case  promptly  returned  and 
reported.* 

"  May  4th. — At  7:30  A.  M.,I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Han- 
cock to  report  with  the  regiment  to  Major-General  Howard,  com- 
manding Eleventh  corps,  to  support  a  battery,  which  order  hav- 
ing been  executed,  General  Howard  assigned  the  regiment  to  sup. 
port  Battery  C,  First  Ehodc  Island  Artillery,  Cap t.  Waterman,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Maj.-Gen.  Carl  Sehurz,  commanding  di- 
vision. By  11:30  a.  m.,  with  entrenching  tools  procured  from  Han- 
cock's division,  the  regiment  had  completed  a  good  breastwork 
and  a  ditch  on  the  right  of  the  battery  by  the  side  of  the  road, 
behind  part  of  the  entrenchments  of  the  Eleventh  corps  fronting 
southerly.  More  or  less  sharpshooting  from  the  enemy  was  kept 
up  along  our  front  during  the  day,  from  which  I  had  one  man 
severely  wounded.  At  10  r.  M.  a  false  alarm  occurred,  by  reason 
of  a  few  shots  from  the  enemy  some  distance  to  our  right,  but 
which  drew  the  fire  from  the  line  of  entrenchments  in  front  of  the 
Sixty-fourth,  and  even  from  some  of  the  reserves.  But  not  a  gun 
from  the  Sixty-fourth  was  fired.     Many  retreated  in  confusion  to 
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from  assaulting  our  breastworks  by  supposing  that  a  heavy  force  was  massed  directly  behind 
us  in  the  woods.  They  judged  that  our  Generals  would  not  hare  a  work  defended  so  stub- 
bornly unless  plenty  of  troops  were  on  hand  to  support  us  ;  when  the  fact  wa3,  that  until 
the  27th  Connecticut  was  sent  to  relieve  u?}  we  had  no  supports  within  a  half  a  mile. 
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our  breastworks,  but  were  promptly  driven  back  to  their  entrench- 
nients.     The  remainder  of  the  night  was  quiet. 

"May  5th. — 1 1  a.  m.,  the  enemy  brought  on  skirmishing  to  the 
left  of  the  battery  we  were  supporting,  which  soon  passed  along 
to  the  right,  and  was  persisted  in  till  Captain  Waterman  fired  two 
guns  in  succession,  when  the  firing  from  the  enemy  instanty  ceased, 
and  was  not  resumed.  At  2  r.  M.,  at  the  instance  of  Major-General 
Howard,  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  inform  General  Hancock 
that  a  body  of  the  enemy  were  moving  to  the  right,  past  our  front, 
and  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  us.  General  Hancock  sent 
the  same  messenger  to  General  Couch,  who  sent  a  courier  with 
the  intelligence  to  General  Hooker.  At  2:30  p.  m.,  by  order  of 
Colonel  J.  R.Brooke,  I  sent  for  and  receive 3  at  division  head- 
quarters, sufficient  amunition  to  furnish  each  enlisted  man  with 
from  100  to  110  rounds.  At  4  r.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Gen- 
erals Hancock  and  Couch  to  hold  our  position  at  all  hazards,  it  the 
battery  .should  be  withdrawn;  'that  the  battery  was  nothing,  the 
point  was  everything.' 

"  At  5  p.  M.,  a  violent  storm  came  on,  lasting  about  an  hour,  tilling 
our  ditch  with  water,  which  was  drained  with  some  difficulty.  At 
dusk,  by  order  of  Colonel  Brooke,  I  directed  small  fires  to  be  built 
along  the  front.  After  dark,  General  Howard  ordered  me  to  fol- 
low  Battery  C,  First  Rhode  Island,  immediately,  with  great  secrecy, 
no  orders  to  be  given  above  a  whisper.  I  sent  Adjutant  Pet  tit  to 
inform  General  Hancock,  and  followed  the  battery  with  the  regi- 
ment, and  reached  the  pontoon  bridge  at  United  States  ford  about 
10  p.  m.,  after  fording  several  streams,  one  of  which  was  quite 
deep  and  rapid  from  the  recent  storm.  Orders  then  being  receiv- 
ed from  General  Patrick,  Provost  Marshal  General,  prohibiting 
any  battery  supports  from  crossing  the  river  until  all  the  artil- 
lery had  passed,  I  withdrew  the  regiment  to  a  secluded  ravine 
and  sheltered  the  men  from  the  cold  winds;  we  also  built  fires  and 
dried  ourselves. 

"May  Gth. — Marched  at  3:30  a.  m.,  and  crossed  the  bridge 
between  two  brigades  of  the  First  corps,  by  permission  of  a  brig- 
ade commander.  When  we  reached  the  top  of  the  bluff  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  I  was  directed  by  Lieut-Colonel 
Morgan,  of  Major-General  Couch's  staff,  to  follow  a  detachment  of 
General  French's  division,  then  passing.  Having  definitely 
learned  on  the  march  that  the  troops  were  to  proceed  to  their  old 
camp,  I  conducted  the  64th  to  the  old  camp  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
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Connecticut  and  took  possession  of  half  of  it — the  Sixty-fourth  not 
having  an  old  camp — flic  Forty-second  New  York  having  taken 
our  camp  April  27th,  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Connecticut  being 
nearly  all  taken  prisoners,  as  was  supposed.  I  then  reported  to 
Colonel  Brooke,  commanding  Fourth  brigade. 

"During  the  whole  march,  from  the  morning  of  April  28th,  to  the 
r.  M.  of  May  6th,  the  commandants  of  companies  of  this  regiment 
deserve  much  praise  for  keeping  their  commands  well  closed  up, 
having  no  stragglers  on  the  march,  and  permitting  no  stragglers 
from  other  regiments  to  mingle  in  our  ranks.  This  was  particu- 
larly noticeable  on  the  return  from  Chancellorsville,  which  was  a 
very  hard  march  through  deep  mud,  in  the  rain,  and  at  a  rapid 
rate.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"Your  obedient  servant, 

"D.  G.  BINGHAM, 
"Colonel  Sixty-fourth  Regiment,  New  York  Vols" 

The  following  letters,  written  by  members  of  the  Sixty-fourth  to 
their  friends  at  home,  present  graphic  sketches  of  various  engage- 
ments : 

Gettysburg. 

"Line  of  Battle  neap.  Lapi-iam's  Cross  Roads,  Md.,  ? 

"Monday,  July  13,  1863.      ^ 

"My  Dear  Wife — It  is  raining,  and  while  taking  refuge  under 
my  little  shelter  tent,  improve  the  time  by  writing  you  a  few  lines 
— an  opportunity  or  privilege  not  often  afforded  me  of  late. 

"This  is  a  period  unparalleled  in  ancient  or  modern  history : 
the  two  largest  armies  ever  on  this  continent  fighting  to  despera- 
tion for  mastery.  The  Potomac  army,  the  largest,  proudest  and 
best  in  the  world,  has  been  under  arms,  endured  fatigue  and  hard- 
ship for  a  period  of  thirty  days  without  cessation  :  marched  from 
fifteen  to  thirty-three  miles  a  day,  and  fought  the  largest  battle 
known  in  modern  history,  and  won  a  glorious  victory.  But  we 
must  fight  again,  and  fight  we  will.  The  Second  (the  old  veteran 
corps)  has  fought  and  fought  until  many  of  its  regiments  can  mus- 
ter but  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  men.  In  the  late  engagements 
we  lost  heavily,  but  those  who  live  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their 
enemy  bite  the  dust  by  scores  :  at  the  same  time  many  of  our  own 
braves  fell. 

"  As  the  papers  give  full  and  glowing  descriptions  of  the  deadly 
conflict,  I  will  not  attempt  in  my  hurry  to  depict  the  scene.     Not- 
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withstanding  the  horrors  of  war,  the  late  battle  was  the  most 
splendid  scene  I  ever  witnessed  ;  the  booming  of  near  two  hun- 
dred  cannon  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  by  contending  columns 
was  awfully  sublime.  Our  men,  weary  and  foot  sore  from  fatigue- 
ins:  marches  of  many  days,  fought  with  a  spirit  and  a  will  that 
never  possessed  an  army  before  ;  but  'tis  sad  to  think  how  main- 
brave  and  good  men  gave  their  life  as  the  price  of  victory.  *  * 
We  have  men  enough  left  of  the  Sixty-fourth,  who  are  in  the  field, 
to  light  one  more  battle  at  the  rate  of  our  usual  loss,  namely,  about 
one  hundred.  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  be  able  to  kill  most  of  the 
rebel  army,  and  drown  the  balance  in  the  Potomac.  We  have 
followed  up  rapidly  as  possible,  and  I  have  been  afraid  we  would 
find  the  rebels  on  the  Virginia  side,  but  think  now  they  are  most 
all  on  this  side  yet.  *         *         *         *         *         * "       * 

"Tuesday  Morning. — No  fight  yet;  we  arc  just  ordered  to 
pack  up  and  move,  whether  to  change  positions  or  for  what  pur- 
pose I  cannot  tell.  Wm.  Glenny." 

"Versailles,  July  13,  1863. 

"While  we  mourn  with  those  who  mourn  for  the  gallant  dead 
of  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York,  and  sympathize  with  the  wounded 
in  its  half  a  score  of  battles,  we  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  honor 
the  courage  and  extol  the  braver}'  of  this  regiment;  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  the  loyal  men  of  Cattaraugus,  we  exultingly  proclaim, 
'  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants  !'  The  men  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  won  laurels  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  in  the  memorable  Seven 
Days'  fight  before  Richmond;  again  at  Antietam;  again  at  Freder- 
icksburg under  Burnside;  and  still  again  at  Fredericksburg  under 
Hooker;  and  now  at  Gettysburg  they  have  placed  a  halo  ot 
glory  about  their  laurels.  It  belongs  to  the  famous  Third  corps, 
which  has  never  flinched,  although  usually  placed  where  hard 
fighting  is  expected. 

"Lieut.  J.  M.  Pettit,  of  Versailles,  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
having  returned  home  badly  wounded,  iurnishes  us  with  a  partial 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  Gettysburg:  Colonel  Bingham 
and  Major  Bradly,  slightly  wounded  ;  Captain  Fuller  and  Lieu- 
tenants Bab  cock  and  Lewis,  killed;  Captain  Crowley  and  Lieuten- 
ants Meseway,  Lincoln,  Soule  and  Pettit,  wounded;  Corporals  IT. 
Darby  and  Cay  ton  Gardner,  of  Company  A,  killed;  Sergeant 
Darby,  ](^  broke;  Sergeant  Savage,  right  arm  lost;  Smith  Reg- 
gies,   severe,    Boardsway,    slightly  wounded.     Adjutant   Pettit's 
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wound  is  a  severe  one,  a  miuie  ball  striking  his  neck  near  the 
spinal  bone,  passing  behind  the  artery  and  behind  the  left  lower 
jaw,  came  out  at  the  check.  The  Sixty-fourth  went  into  the  battle 
at  Gettysburg  with  20  officers  and  185  men,  and  came  out  with 
10  officers  and  84  wen;  the  balance  were  killed  or  wounded — not 
one  missing!  At  one  time  General  Lee  massed  6,000  men,  deter- 
mined to  break  General  Meade's  line  of  battle,  and  hurled  that 
mass  against  the  Third  corps.  Like  a  rock  they  resisted  that 
attack.  General  Meade  ordered  the  Second  corps  to  relieve  the 
Third.  The  Second,  by  a  military  movement,  allowed  the  Third 
to  pass  through,  and  without  stopping  after  they  received  General 
Meade's  order,  advanced  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them  half  a 
mile.  With  shot,  shell  and  bayonet  they  drove  the  living  rebels, 
while  they  passed  along  over  heaps  of  dead  ones. 

"  Two  regiments  of  regulars  failed  to  protect  the  flank  of  the 
Second  corps,  and  thus  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  the 
ground  so  dearly  won.  Here  it  was  the  Sixty-fourth  suffered  the 
most.  Here  it  was  that  Captain  Fuller,  of  Little  Valley,  was  shot 
through  the  abdomen.  The  next  day  the  Second  corps  reoccuuied 
that  ground,  and  obtained  his  body. 

D.  E.  B." 

Spottsylvania. 

''Battle-Field,  May  10,  1864,      ? 
"Near  SroTTSYLVANiA,  C.  H.  \ 
"  Dear  Brother — I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  am  still  spared 
through   another  great  battle;   I  wrote  you  on  the  8th  instant  of 
our  tight  at  Wilderness  Run.     Since  that  time  we  have  been  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  until  ni^ht  before  last,  when  this  corps 
(the  Ninth),  left  the  position  on  the  extreme  right,  and  marched 
nearly  all  night  to  this  place  on  the  left  wing;  closed  in  mass,  and 
just  at,  or  a  little   before  daylight,    we   charged  on   the   enemy's 
works,  with  orders  not  to  fire  a  gun  until  we  reached  their  fortiii- 
1  cations.     The  charge  was  one  of  the  grandest  sights  I  have  ever 

seen,  and  was  a  complete  success.  Here,  for  the  first  time  since 
the  war,  we  had  a  hand-to-hand  fight,  using  the  bayonet  on  both 
sides;  but  the  rebels  stood  no  chance  before  our  columns  twenty 
or  thirty  deep,  and  they  threw  down  their  arms  in  dismay.  I 
think  we  took  at  this  point  about  7,000  prisoners  and  thirty-two 
pieces  of  artillery.  In  twenty  minutes  after  taking  their  works, 
we  had  their  own  artillery  turned  upon  them  and  hurling  their 
own  shells  back  to  them.     They  left  horses,  camp  equipage,  and 
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everything.  The  battle  continued  all  day.  I  know  very  little 
about  the  loss,  and  I  dare  not  guess.  Our  regiment  (the  Sixty- 
fourth)  lost  three  officers  killed  and  three  wounded.  Major 
Bradley  is  among  the  wounded.  One  officer  is  still  missing. 
I  have  not  learned  the  casualties  in  the  whole  regiment,  hut 
the  loss  is  heavy.  My  lieutenant — Blackmore — has  a  severe 
wound  through  the  shoulder,  and  four  of  [my  company  have 
gunshot  wounds,  but  not  dangerous;  three  are  still  missing. 
I  will  give  particulars  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  moment's  time  to 
write.  We  are  now  behind  the  second  line  of  works,  and  have 
just  received  orders  to  be  ready  to  move. 

"L.  H.  FASSETT." 

The  Wilderness. 

"  Gaines  Mills,  Va.,  June  10,  1864. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  3d  ult.  we  vacated  our  pleasant  camp  for- 
merly known  as  camp  Willis  Wadden,  near  Gcrmania  ford,  where 
during  three  and  a  half  months  we  had  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of 
camp  life  to  an  unusual  degree,  far  exceeding  any  part  of  our 
term  of  service.  Before  dawn  of  the  following  morning  the  grand 
Potomac  army  was  in  motion,  and  at  about  12  M.  found  our  lines 
of  battle  on  the  identical  ground  where  but  a  year  previous  we 
had  fought  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  A  singular  coincidence 
occurred  with  me.  I  was  sent  out  on  picket  on  the  same  ground 
as  on  the  first  night  of  our  arrival  there  one  year  ago.'  I  took 
occasion  to  view  the  ground  in  front  of  the  rifle  pits,  where  avc 
fought,  and  the  04th  alone  repulsed  five  rebel  regiments.  You 
have  often  heard  me  express  a  desire  to  have  seen  the  ground  after 
the  engagement.  But  I  am  satisfied  from  looking  over  the  ground 
after  a  year  has  elapsed,  that  the  rebels  met  with  terrible  slaugh- 
ter. The  woods  had  been  all  dug  over,  and  was  just  one  perfect 
grave-yard,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  twig  that  was  not  marked 
by  a  bullet. 

"The  following  day  (5th)  our  column  not  meeting  the  enemy 
here  as  expected,  moved  on,  but  before  3  p.  m.,  the  advance  of  our 
army  had  met  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  famous  Wilderness. 
We  were  soon  on  the  ground,  and  assigned  a  position  on  the 
extreme  left,  in  open  field,  where  we  hastily  constructed  a  breast- 
work of  rails  and  such  other  materials  as  could  be  most  conve- 
niently secured.  During  this  time  in  the  dense  Wilderness  just  to 
our  right,  the  conflict  raged  with  fury,  as  successively  regiments 
and  brigades  moved  in  to  relieve  those   who  had  preceded  them- 
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About  sundown  the  order  came  for  us,  and  after  a  series  of  march- 
jno-  alternately  by  the  flank  and  by  the  front,  we  met  the  enemy, 
but  not  until  darkness  covered  the  scene,  and  the  direction  of  our 
fire  was  governed  by  the  flashes  of  the  enemy's  guns.  But  a  few 
shuts  were  exchanged,  when  owing  to  our  close  proximity,  we,  as 
well  as  they,  became  fearful  that  we  were  firing  upon  our  own  men, 
and  each  demanded  to  know  who  the  others  were,  and  each  demand- 
ing a  surrender,  Avhereupon  some  of  the  rebels  canie  into  our  lines 
and  the  rest  withdrew  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  and  during  the 
night  we  retired  behind  earthworks  which  were  being  constructed 
by  our  Pioneer  corps  and  other  troops  not  otherwise  engaged. 
During  the  balance  of  the  time  at  the  Wilderness  we  did  not  get 
hotly  engaged,  but  changed  positions  from  time  to  time  as  circum- 
stances required,  served  as  pickets,  skirmishers,  etc.  I  will  here 
abruptly  break  off  (for  want  of  time)  some  perilous  times  and  inte- 
resting incidents,  between  this  and  the  ever  memorable  morning 
of  May  25th,  when  the  Second  corps  so  fearfully  and  successfully 
charged  the  enemy's  works  at  or  near  Spottsylvania.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  fearful  vet  grand  scenes  I  have  yet  witnessed 
during  the  war,  and  such  an  one  as  I  never  expected  to  see.  Long 
before  day  our  troops  were  massed,  the  64th  being  in  the  front 
line.  Soon  as  light  the  order  was  given  to  forward,  and  no  earthly 
power  could  stand  before  our  massed  colums  of  brave  and 
undaunted  heroes.  The  works  were  carried  before  the  enemy  had 
time  to  open  their  full  fire  upon  us,  but  then  ensued  a  scene  which 
beggars  description.  Although  most  of  the  rebels  surrendered 
readily,  yet  bayonets,  pistols,  sabers,  etc.,  were  used  in  many  in- 
stances, which  would  furnish  an  interesting  subject  for  the  pencil, 
had  I  time.     But  the  day  furnishes  also  a  sad  picture. 

"Lieutenant  Fisk  was  killed  when  within  three  or  four  rods  of 
the  enemy's  works.  Lieutenant  Rumsey  was  wounded,  and  four 
enlisted  men  of  my  company. 

"The  engagement  was  kept  up  all  day,  the  enemy  making  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  to  re-take  the  works.  Our  major  being 
wounded,  the  command  fell  to  me.  I  collected  the  remnants 
together  and  took  them  into  action  the  second  time.  Here  I  lost 
too  men  killed — Corporals  Babcock  and  Empy. 

"  From  that  time  we  have  been  lighting  our  way  along  until  the 
present,  and  are  now  on  the  battle  ground  where  Porter  got 
whipped  two  years  ago,  with  this  difference,  the  two  armies  occupy 
ground  vice  versa.     We  arrived  here  last  week  Thursday,  and  one 
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week  airo  this  morning  charged  the  enemy's  works.  The  troops 
were  formed  in  two  lines,  the  Sixty-fourth  being  this  time  in  the 
second  line.  The  first  line  carried  the  works,  but  the  second  line 
not  being  kept  within  supporting  distance,  the  first  was  repulsed, 
and  the  second  could  not  be  moved  forward  against  both  the  ene- 
my's tire  and  our  own  retiring  line,  the  tide  of  which  for  a  brief' 
period  could  not  be  stayed.  The  consequence  was  we  lost  heavily 
both  in  officers  and  men,  and  gained  no  ground  except  that  which 
Ave  now  occupy,  and  of  which  I  promised  to  speak  before  closing 
my  letter,  and  that  you  may  have  a  more  correct  view  I  enclose  a 
diagram. 

"  After  the  charge  a  few  men  from  the  different  regiments  of 
the  brigade,  mostly  from  the  Second  Delaware,  took  advantage  of 
a  little  rise  of  ground  and  gradually  worked  their  way  up  close  to 
a  point  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  with  their  hands  threw  up  little 
piles  of  dirt  and  sticks  until  they  could  secure  shovels,  when  they 
dug  pits  and  held  their  ground.  About  4  p.  m.,  the  Sixty-fourth 
were  sent  out  to  relieve  them,  and  we  made  the  works  quite 
extensive,  diffffins:  a  ditch  sufficient  for  our  regiment,  and  in  a 
little  closer  proximity  to  the  rebels,  the  distance  being  not  over 
four  rods.  At  this  distance  they  tired  at  each  other  during  the 
next  day,  whenever  one  or  the  other  put  their  heads  above  ground. 
We  had  two  men  killed.  The  works  were  so  close  together  that 
tunnelling  was  commenced  for  the  purpose  of  blowing  up  the  near- 
est point  of  the  rebels'  works,  but  it  was  finally  decided  the 
destruction  would  not  be  commensurate  with  the  labor,  and  the 
project  was  abandoned.  We  were  relieved  after  twenty-four  hours, 
and  last  evening  came  in  for  another  twenty-four  hours'  tour,  and 
our  men  have  kept  them  down  all  day. 

"  When  we  moved  out  of  here  the  first  time,  the  rifle  pits  in  the 
rear  were  all  occupied,  and  we  had  to  take  a  position  a  little  in 
the  rear  of  them,  and  the  stray  bullets  and  shot  and  shell  fell  so 
thick  that  the  men  had  to  burrow  in  the  ground. 

"There  was  a  spring  a  few  rods  from  us  where  there  was  one 
man  killed  each  day  for  three  successive  days,  and  for  the  same 
number  of  da}~s  each,  one  wounded  just  by  stray  bullets.  The 
fourth  day  after  the  charge  the  rebels  displayed  a  Hag  of  truce, 
which  was  met  half  way  by  one  from  our  side,  and  hostilities  were 
suspended  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  who  had  been  lying  between 
the  two  armies  for  four  days  and  became  so  much  decomposed  and 
blackened  they  could  not  be  recognized. 
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"This  war  furnishes  many  a  novel  and  interesting  subject  for 

the  pen.  The  first  three  nights  we  were  here,  at  about  the  hour 
of  nine,  each  army  imagining  from  the  brisk  exchange  of  shots 
that  the  other  was  advancing,  the  consequence  was  that  a  tire  of 
artillery  and  infantry  spread  along  the  whole  line,  which  pre- 
sented a  scene  awfully  grand.  The  air  was  perfectly  Idled  with 
coruscating  shot  and  shell,  leaving  in  their  train  streams  of  fire, 
and  the  cannon  mouth  and  musket  muzzle  were  spitting  forth 
sheets  of  flame.  CAPT.  WM.  GLENNY." 

Petersburg. 

"  On  Picket  Among  the  Pines,  ) 
'•  Near  Petersburg,       \ 
"Sunday,  June  19,  1864.  J 

"  Dear  Brother — Since  writing  you  from  Cold  Harbor,  we  have 
made  another  of  Grant's  grand  flank  moves,  and  this  afternoon 
finds  us  south  of  Petersburg.  Leaving  Cold  Harbor  Sunday  eve- 
ning, the  Second  corps  in  advance,  as  usual,  we  marched  all  night 
and  all  the  next  dajr,  reaching  the  James  river  at  sunset  on  Mon- 
day. We  had  expected  some  difficulty  on  our  old  battle-field  at 
Fair  Oaks,  and  at  the  Chickahominy,  but  were  happily  disap- 
pointed. During  the  following  day  and  night,  our  corps  (the 
Second),  and  Fifth,  were  shipped  to  the  south  side,  and  were 
again  pushing  forward  to  the  assistance  of  General  Butler,  who 
was  already  engaging  the  enemy.  After  marching1  all  night,  we 
came  upon  the  enemy,  well  entrenched,  about  two  miles  south  of 
Petersburg.  Here  we  halted  for  a  short  rest,  during  which  time 
we  took  a  look  at  the  formidable  works  and  heavy  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, captured  by  our  colored  troops  the  evening  before,  which 
settled  the  question  with  us  that  colored  troops  can,  will,  and  did 
fight.  At  nine  o'clock,  our  corps  was  thrown  to  the  left — the 
Sixty-fourth,  Sixty-sixth  New  York,  and  a  part  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  were  sent  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, supported  by  the  whole  brigade  —  passing  through  a 
thick  woods,  we  found  about  a  half  mile  in  front  the  extension  of 
those  heavy  works,  taken  the  day  before,  with  a  few  ugly-looking 
pieces  of  artillery  looking  over  at  us — one-half  the  ground  between 
us  and  the  fort  was  an  old  slashing,  the  other  half,  next  the  fort, 
was  a  corn-field — all  level.  We  were  ordered  to  move  forward, 
and,  if  possible,  get  in  rifle  range  of  the  men  working  the  heavy 
guns.  It  looked  a  little  rough,  but  we  are  accustomed  to  rough 
work,  and  we  pushed  forward  without,  the  least  protection  from 
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shell  and  grape,  which  the  enemy  commenced  pouring  into  us  as 
soon  as  we  left  the  woods."  Upon  reaching  the  corn-field,  we 
halted,  and  lying  flat  on  our  faces,  tried  the  effect  of  our  little 
rifles  upon  their  gunners.  We  could  reach  them,  but  not  with 
much  accuracy;  so,  with  gun  in  one  hand  and  shovel  in  the  oilier, 
our  best  men  crept  carefully  between  the  corn  rows,  until  within 
a  short  distance  of  their  works,  and,  before  the  '  Johnnies  7  knew 
what  Avas  going  on,  our  boys  were  safe  in  their  holes,  and  it  was 
extremely  risky  for  a  rebel  to  show  his  head  above  the  works. 
At  five  o'clock  the  Second  and  Ninth  corps  were  in  position,  and 
the  charge  on  the  enemy's  works  was  fairly  commenced.  At  first 
our  artillery  was  heavy,  and  must  have  done  excellent  service,  for 
very  soon  the  wild  cheers  of  our  men  assured  us  they  had  gained 
the  tirst  line  on  the  extreme  right,  but  the  lull  of  infantry  was 
short;  their  second  line  was  within  easy  range  of  the  first;  and 
leaving  their  first,  they  rallied  in  the  second,  thus  giving  both 
parties  a  line  of  works. 

"  But  this  state  of  things  was  of  short  duration.  Another 
charge  on  their  left  swept  the  whole  works,  and  the  two  armies 
were  brought  fighting  face  to  face,  without  the  advantage  of  works, 
or  the  assistance  of  artillery,  and  the  line  of  battle  extended  three 
times  its  original  length.  The  sun  was  soon  down,  but  the  steady 
rattle  of  musketry  was  kept  up  during  the  whole  night.  Our 
corps,  making;  two  or  three  distinct  charges  during  the  night, 
brought  us  in  possession  of  the  whole  line  before  daylight.  Our 
brigade  lost,  during  the  night,  about  one  thousand  men  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing — nearly  five  hundred  of  them  having  been 
taken  prisoners  during  one  of  the  night  charges.  The  fort  in  our 
front  was  taken  just  before  daylight,  in  which  we  captured  two 
pieces  of  artillery  and  about  five  hundred  prisoners. 

"L.  H.  FASSETT." 

"  Sixty-fourth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Vols.,  ) 

''In  Bivouac  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August '28,  186-1.  ) 
"N.  P.  FasSETT — Dear  Brother:  You  have  undoubtedly 
learned  of  our  operations  on  the  extreme  left  near  Ream's  Sta- 
tion, and  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  3011  of  my  safety. 
When  I  wrote  you  last  we  were  doing  a  wholesale  business  in 
destroying  the  Weldon  railroad,  some  ten  miles  south  of  Peters- 
burg ;  but  owing  to  the  presence  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  in  our 
immediate  front  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  hist.,  we  suspended 
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operations  and  withdrew  to  Ream's  Station,  where  we  threw  up  a 
few  rifle-pits  and  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

"Skirmishing  continued  on  all  sides,  and  tiie  country  being 
level  and  mostly  covered  with  second  growth  timber,  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  tell  which  way  to  look  for  the  main  attacking  por- 
tion of  tiie  enemy.  After  working  some  six  hours  on  the  fortifi- 
cations, our  regiment,  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  was  sent  to  the  front  to  support  the  pickets. 
We  had  hardly  got  in  position  when  we  were  attacked  by  a  force 
more  than  three  times  our  number,  with  a  line  of  battle  in  their 
support  We  held  them  as  long  as  was  possible,  and  then  fell 
back   to   the  fortifications.     The  enemy  moved  steadily  forward, 

and  charged  with  the   line   of  battle 


writ  li  ,  I  • 
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iir  skirmishers 


upon  our  works,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed  with  a  heavy  loss 
in  killed  and  a  few  in  prisoners.  The  prisoners  told  us  that  we 
had  a  whole  corps  to  fight,  and  that  we  might  expect  them  at 
once.  A  steady  lire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  about  an  hour, 
when  the}'  came  down  upon  our  division  with  overwhelming  num- 
bers. We  fought  them  until  thc3r  reached  the  very  muzzles  of 
our  guns,  and  then  we  fought  them,  and  fought  them  hard.  But 
ou  they  came,  right  over  into  our  line  with  so  much  stronger  force 
than  our  own  that  there  was  no  way  for  us  only  to  fall  back  or  be 
taken  prisoners-  One  of  the  Johnnies  grabbed  me  by  the  shoul- 
der, but  my  attention  being  drawn  in  another  direction,  I  do  not 
recollect  what  he  said ;  in  fact,  I  don't  know  as  he  said  anything. 
I  was  about  falling  back  at  the  time,  which  I  did  in  not  very  good 
order.  Beaching  the  second  line  of  works,  we  rallied  and  held 
the  enemy  until  dark.  During  the  night  we  reformed  the  regi- 
ments and  brigades  and  left  the  battle  field  for  this  place  in  front 
of  Petersburg- 

"The  loss  in  missing  from  our  little  regiment  during  the 
engagements  was  three  officers  and  thirty  enlisted  men.  Only 
one  of  my  company  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  The  missing 
officers  are  Lieuts.  J.  B.  Morrow,  Theo.  Sayer  and  O.  B.  Hiidreth. 

"Colonel  Beam  had  just  returned  to  resume  command  of  the 
brigade,  but  lost  a  leg  before  he  had  been  with  us  an  hour.  Col. 
Brood}\  next  in  command,  was  wounded  during  the  charge.  Col. 
Glenny  then  took  command  of  the   brigade,  and  is  stiil  in  eom- 

[Assem.  No.  143.]  10 


[ 4 G  Firm  A nnual  Report  of  the 

maticl.     We  were  sorry  to  lose  him  from  the  regiment,  but  we 
trust  he  will  not  forget  us  in  his  upward  flight. 

"  Yours  in  haste,  LEWIS  H.  FASSETT." 

According  to  official  reports  the  losses  of  the  Sixty-fourth  regi- 
ment up  to  August,  1803,  reached  428  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  commissions  issued  by  the  Governor  to  the  regiment  num- 
bered:  Colonels,  4;  Lieut. -colonels,  5;  majors,  7;  adjutants,  4; 
quartermasters,  7;  surgeons,  3;  assistant  surgeons,  4;  chaplain, 
1;  captains,  42;  first  lieutenants,  54;  second  lieutenants,  (j&. 
Total,   197. 

Officers  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Regimext  New  York  State  Yoluxteers,  1861-2. 

rank,  name. 

Colonel Daniel  G.  Bingham . 

Lieutenant-Colonel Enos  C.  Brooks. 

Major ■ Leman  W.  Bradley. 

Adjutant George  L.  Taggert. 

Quartermaster Rodney  R.  Crowley. 

Surgeon George  W.  Barr. 

Assistant  Surgeon Dana  E.  Kelsey . 

Assistant  Surgeon Charles  F.  Kelsey. 

Chaplain Oliver  D .  lllbbard. 

Company  A: 

Captain Rufus  "Washburn. 

1st  Lieutenant » . .  Albert  Darby. 

2d  Lieutenant James  M .  Pettit. 

Company  B: 

Captain Harvey  L.  Jones. 

1st  Lieutenant George  W.  Watkins. 

2d  Lieutenant Orvcl  II.  Willard. 

Company  C: 

Captain Warren  M.  Wait. 

1st  Lieutenant Willis  G.  Babeock. 

2d  Lieutenant Charles  Robinson. 

Company  D: 

Captain William  W.  Woodworttt. 

1st  Lieutenant James  I .  Miservy. 

2d  Lieutenant Alfred  II.  Lewis. 

Company  E: 

Captain "William  Glenny. 

1st  Lieutenant Edward  C .  Marsh. 

Company  F: 
Captn in William  B.  Battin. 

1  st  Lieutenant ." Henry  V.  Fuller. 

2d  Lieutenant Edmund  P.  Watkins- 
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Company  G: 

Captain Joshua  S .  Pittenger. 

1st  Lieutenant Lewis  II.  Fassett. 


2d  Lieutenant Pulaski  V.  Alton. 

Company  II: 

1st  Lieutenant Frederick  Parker. 

2d  Lieutenant Byron  Ketchum. 

Company  I: 

m  -       Captain ■;.•*. Theodore  Palen. 

1st  Lieutenant William  C .  Bockoven. 

2d  Lieutenant George  H.  Bascom. 

Company  K: 

Captain Horatio  N.  Hunt. 

1st  Lieutenant Charles  Soule. 

2d  Lieutenant ,  William  W.  Henry. 


SIXTY -FIFTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

The  following  sketches  of  the  services  of  the  Sixty-fifth  regi- 
ment, otherwise  known  as  the  "  United  States  Chasseurs,7'  from 
its  organization  to  January,  1863,  is  compiled  from  the  regimental 
books  and  other  reliable  sources  : 

"  Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,      ") 

"(Sixty-fifth  New  York  State  Volunteers,)  ! 

,  "In  Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  January,  18 Go.      J 

"  On  the  5th  inst.  there  was  received  at  these  headquarters  a 
circular,  requesting  the  Colonel  to  furnish  your  l  department  with 
a  statement  containing  in  a  concise  form  the  leading  facts  in  the 
military  history  of  (this)  your  regiment  since  its  entry  into  the 
service,  the  actions  in  which  it  has  taken  part,  and  the  names  of 
officers  and  privates  wrho  have  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves,' the  object  being  'to  obtain  reliable  data  for  a  record  to 
be  appended  to  the  annual  report  from  this  department,  through 
which  some  evidence  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  New  York 
volunteers  may  be  perpetuated  in  the  military  archives  of  the 
State.' 

"In  accordance  with  this  request,  the  following  brief  record  of 
the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
is  lmst  respectfully  submitted  : 
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•'The  First  regiment  of  United  States  Chasseurs  was  organized 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  June  11th,  1861,  by  order  of  the  War 
Department,  and  was  mostly  recruited  during  the  months  of  June 
and  July  of  the  same  year.  The  headquarters  ot  the  command 
was  established  at  Palace  Garden,  on  Fourteenth  street,  and  the 
organization  proceeded  under  the  general  superintendence  of  Col. 
John  Cochrane  and  the  immediate  supervision  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alex. 
Shalcr.     The  following  is  the  original 

Roster  of  the  Field  axd  Staff: 

Colonel John  Cochrane. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander  Shaler. 

Adjutant M.  A.  Stearns. 

Quartermaster George  W.  Ford. 

Surgeon John  B.  Petherbridgo. 

Assistant  Surgeon William  0 .  MaDonald. 

Chaplain P.  H.  Burkhardt. 

Roster  of  the  Line  Officers: 

Company  A: 

Captain Lewis  A.  Philipateaux. 

1st  Lieutenant Samuel  Truesdell. 

2d  Lieutenant James  G.  King. 

Company  B: 

Captain David  Miller. 

1st  Lieutenant James  Baker. 

2d  Lieutenant Win.  D.  Morton. 

Company  C: 

Captain William  Gurney. 

1st  Lieutenant Edward  Little. 

2d  Lieutenant Robert  B.  Scott. 

Company  D: 
Captain William  P.  Halstead. 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  B.  Dyer. 

2d  Lieutenant Robert  S.  Hathaway. 

Company  E: 

Captain D.  A.  Peloubet. 

1st  Lieutenant J.  R.  Terry. 

2d  Lieutenant A. T.  Bushee. 

Company  F: 
Captain II.  G.  Healey. 

1st  Lieutenant G .  II.  Draper. 

2d  Lieutenant "Win  -  P.  Roome. 

Company  G: 
Captain E.  C.  Kittle. 

1st  Lieutenant G .  A.  Bernard. 

2d  Lieutenant A.  S .  Bojjrart 


• 
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Company  H: 

Captain . Isaac  Walker. 

]  st  Lieutenant George  W.  Selover. 

2d  Lieutenant Da'Vid  I.  Milne. 

Company  I: 
Captain E.  Bernard. 

Company  K:  * 

Captain Thomas  IT.  Higginbotham. 

1st  Lieutenant Lc  Roy  Crockett. 

NOX-COMMISSIOXED  STAFF: 

Sergeant-Major Henry  C.  Ellis. 

Drum-Major Joseph  x\.  Hart. 

Hospital-Steward Evert  E.  Bedford. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Edward  C.  "Welch. 

Commissary-Sergeant "Warren  R.  Hedden, 

''In  regimental  orders,  elated  July  26th,  1861,  John  11.  Terry, 
1st  lieutenant  Co.  E,  was  appointed  regimental  commissary. 

"In  addition  to  the  headquarters  at  Palace  Garden,  which  was 
at  most  a  rendezvous  for  recruits,  a  camp  had  been  established  at 
Willett's  Point,  L.  I.,  named  '  Camp  Tompkins.7  As  fast  as  the 
men  were  mustered  into  the  service,  they  were  sent  to  'Camp 
Tompkins/  and  were  there  daily  drilled  in  the  'School  of  the  Sol- 
dier.' 

'•Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  the  regi- 
ment left  Camp  Tompkins  for  Washington,  August  27th,  1861; 
the  tents  were  struck  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  that  day;  marched  at 
12  m.;  took  the  steamer  'Atlas'  at  pier  No.  1,  North  river,  steamed 
to  Amboy,  and  there  took  the  cars  for  Philadelphia,  where  the 
regiment  arrived  at  an  early  hour  on  the  28th  of  August,  1861# 
The  men  were  sumptuously  entertained  in  Philadelphia,  after 
which  we  proceeded  through  to  Baltimore  and  Washington,  arriv- 
ing in  the  latter  city  at  11:30  P.  M.,  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  rain 
storm.  Were  quartered  at  the  '  Soldiers'  Rest.'  On  the  follow- 
ing day  marched  to  the  site  of  what  was  subsequently  known  as 
'Camp  Shaler.'  The  regiment  was  reviewed  by  Gen.  Butler,  Sep- 
tember 2d,  and  by  Gen.  McClellan,  September  3d.  The  steadi- 
ness of  the  men  in  the  ranks,  and  the  generally  creditable  manner 
in  which  they  acquitted  themselves  on  these  two  occasions,  was 
approvingly  commented  upon  by  the  reviewing  generals.  We 
were  then  in  the  Third  provisional  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Baker,  of  the  First  California  regiment.  In  consequence  were 
ordered  into  Virginia  on  active  service.     The  Chasseurs  and  First 
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California  were  sent  forward  September  4th  to  join  the  forces  of 
Gen.  Smith,  then  in  command  of  all  the  troops  near  Chain  Bridge. 
The  roads  were  heavy  and  the  march  fatiguing,  bat  the  men  did 
well.  We  reached  our  bivouac  on  the  margin  of  Pimmette  Run, 
about  3  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  in  the  midst  of  a  drenching  rain, 
notwithstanding  which  the  men  slept  soundly.  In  the  afternoon 
the  regiment  was  marched  by  the  left  flank  to  a  spot  about  a  mile 
distant,  halting  at  a  point  in  the  extreme  front  in  what  had  been 
named' Camp  Advance.'  In  this  camp  the  men  were  allowed  no 
tents,  and  erected  rude  huts.  The  almost  continuous  rains  rendered 
the  situation  extremely  uncomfortable,  yet  few  murmured,  though 
all  were  nightly  aroused,  sometimes  by  actual  alarm,  at  others  by 
design,  the  better  to  habituate  them  to  any  emergency. 

"  September  6th. — The  brigade  received  orders  to  be  under 
arms  at  5  a.  m.  On  the  8th  Lieut.-Col.  Shalcr  was  ordered  to  report 
to  Col.  Stevens,  of  the  Seventy-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  with  a  force  of 
150  men  for  picket  service.  These  pickets  were  posted  in  the 
extreme  front,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  vigilant  ever 
thrown  out  from  the  regiment.     They  were  out  48  hours. 

"During  the  11th  occurred  the  affair  at  Lewinsville.  Lt.-Colonel 
Shaler  was  ordered  the  evening  before  to  report  with  the  regi- 
ment for  special  duty  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  He  reported  at  that  hour 
to  Colonel  Stevens  of  the  Seventy-ninth,  who  was  A.  A.  A.  Ccn'l 
for  General  Smith.  Lt.-Colonel  Shaler  way  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  rear  guard,  composed  of  the  Chasseurs  and  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth New  York.  Marched  with  the  detachment,  which  was 
composed  of  four  other  infantry  regiments  and  Griffin's  battery  of 
artillery,  to  Lewinsville.  The  rear  guard  formed  line  of  battle 
on  the  road  just  without  the  town,  and  rested  on  its  arms,  while  a 
surveying  party  were  prosecuting. their  work  in  the  neighborhood. 
Skirmishers  were  sent  to  the  front  about  1,000  yards  in  the  sup- 
posed direction  of  the  enemy.  When  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion had  been  accomplished,  Colonel  Stevens,  who  commanded 
the  whole,  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  be  notified,  and  the  troops 
in  the  village  to  be  withdrawn.  The  enemy's  cavalry  had  been 
observed  in  a  threatening  attitude  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  bugles  had  hardly  finished  the  "recall"  for  the  skirmishers, 
when  a  four-gun  battery,  about  L500  yards  distant,  opened  upon 
the  rear  guard  (still  standing  upon  the  roadside)  a  very  destruc- 
tive fire.  The  movement  to  the  rear  was  begun  and  executed 
(considering  this  was  the  first  lire  the  regiment  was  ever  exposed 
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to)  in  admirable  order.  For  about  half  a  mile  the  rear  guard 
was  obliged  to  move  by  a  flank  over  the  road,  exposed  to  a  diago- 
nal and  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery.  Griffin's  battery 
got  into  position,  and  opened  a  well-directed  fire  in  about  fifteen 
minutes  from  the  time  the  first  shot  was  fired.  A  few  minutes 
later  General  Smith  appeared  on  the  ground,  with  four  or  five 
more  regiments  of  infantry  and  Mott's  battery  of  artillery,  con- 
taining one  20-pound  field-piece.  This  battery  also  got  into 
action  in  a  good  condition.  Very  shortly  the  rebel  battery  was 
disabled,  and  the  gunners  obliged  to  desert  their  pieces  on  account 
of  the  accuracy  and  severity  of  our  fire. 

44 The  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  the  enemy's 
battery  had  been  silenced,  and  the  whole  party  quietly  returned 
to  camp. 

"The  conduct  of  Colonel  (afterwards  General,  and  recently 
killed  at  Chantilly)  Stevens,  and  his  son,  Captain  Stevens,  was 
characterized  by  a  coolness  and  bravery  rarely  equalled.  General 
Smith's  early  presence  gave  great  encouragement  to  the  men,  and 
their  admiration  of  his  conduct  was  expressed  by  frequent  cheers 
as  he  rode  along  the  lines. 

44  Nothing  of  unusual  interest  occurred  up  to  the  15th.  The 
time  was  employed,  when  not  on  drill,  in  working  on  the  defences. 

44  On  the  evening  of  the  15th  the  44  long-roll  "  was  beaten  (the 
last  time  in  this  regiment),  and  the  men  got  into  line.  They  were 
in  excellent  spirits.  The  command  44  load  at  will"  was  then  first 
given.  The  alarm  ended  in  nothing,  and  that  nisdit  the  regiment 
was  quartered  in  Fort  Smith. 

44  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  the  regiment  received  orders  to 
march;  the  command  was  about  to  return  to  Camp  Shaler.  On 
the  same  day  the  following  was  promulgated  from  brigade  head- 
quarters : 

''Headquarters  Baker's  Brigade,         ) 
"Camp  Advance,  Sept.  19//*,  1861.  $ 

"The  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  learns  with  regret  that  Colonel  Coch- 
rane's  regimeut  of  United  States  Chasseurs  is  ordered  to  another  brigade.  Noth- 
ing could  have  given  him  more  pleasure  than  to  have  had  the  regiment  left  under 
his  command.  Their  steady  and  soldierly  appearance,  and  the  very  gentlemanly 
deportment  of  its  officers,  call  forth  from  the  colonel  commanding  his  expression 
of  extreme  approbation. 

"  He  is  very  sure  that  he  gives  utterance  to  the  wishes  of  his  entire  command, 
when  he  takes  this  method  of  offering  his  smcercst  wishes  for  their  welfare  and 
renown.  (By  order)  COLONEL  E.  I).  BAKER, 

"Harvey,  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Commanding  brigade.1' 
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"  Baker's  men  gave  us  many  cheers  as  we  passed.  It  must  be 
added,  with  extreme  regret,  that  in  a  few  days  subsequently  their 
gallant  General  met  with  a  hero's  death  while  nobly  leading  his 
men  at  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff. 

"The  regiment  reached  Camp  Shaler  about  midnight,  and  thus 
ended  our  first  campaign  in  Virginia.  The  time  was  spent  mostly 
in  squad,  company  and  battalion  drills.  We  were  brigaded  with 
General  L.  P.  Graham.  On  the  28th  the  tents  were  struck  and 
the  line  of  march  taken  up  for  Queen's  Farm,  on  the  Bladens- 
burg  road.  This  was  named  Camp  Middleton,  in  honor  of  Capt. 
M.,  who  resides  close  by. 

"October,  1861.— On  the  25th  Lieut.  Wm.  D.  Morton,  Com- 
pany B,  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  Gen.  Graham.  During  the 
28th  the  regiment  went  into  a  new  camp,  named  in  honor  of  the 
colonel,  Camp  Cochrane.  The  reason  for  the  removal  was  the 
unhealthy  situation  on  Queen's  Farm.  Nothing  else  of  interest 
transpired  during  this  month.  Besides  the  usual  drill,  there  was 
considerable  fatigue  duty  on  Forts  Lincoln,  Totten  and  Slocum. 

"November,  1861. — On  the  10th  Brig. -Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 
assumed  command  of  the  division,  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Bwell  having 
been  detailed  for  duty  elsewhere.  Gen.  BuellT  in  a  special  order, 
said  :  'The  General  parts  with  the  division  first  organized  under 
his  command  with  extreme  regret.  .  Though  his  connection  with 
it  has  been  of  short  duration,  it  has  sufficed  to  inspire  him  with  a 
lasting  interest  in  its  future,  and  with  confidence  also  that  its  for- 
titude and  good  conduct  will  be  equal  to  any  test  they  may  be 
subjected  to.  In  the  history  of  its  future  career  he  will  look  for 
the  report  of  each  individual  with  the  solicitude  of  an  old  com- 
rade.' 

"  On  the  10th  a  general  order  was  published,  prohibiting  fires 
on  the  outposts.  Thanksgiving  day  (28th)  the  usual  duties  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  men  enjoyed  themselves  highly. 

"  December,  1861. — On  the  20th,  Sibley  tents  were  received  and 
put  up,  in  lieu  of  the  wedge  tents  previously  used. 

"January,  18G2. — 'New  Year's  Day T  was  observed  as  one  of 
rest  and  pleasure.  On  the  night  of  the  10th,  private  Carney,  of 
Company  A,  shot  a  corporal  of  the  guard  while  on  picket  duty 
near  Biadensburg.  Va.  The  homicide  was  brought  to  camp  under 
a.  strong  guard.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  Jacob  Leizer,  Com- 
pany E,  was  frozen  to  death  near  the  camp  :  cause — intoxication. 
"  February,   1862.— On  the  third    the  two  wimrs  of  the  red- 
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ment  had  a  sham  battle,  known  as  the  great  "Snow  Ball  Fight/7 
worthy  of  being  chronicled  with  other  matters.  On  the  7th 
Adjutant  Stearns  resigned,  and  on  the  9th  Lieutenant  Wm.  P. 
Roome,  Company  I,  was  detailed  as  acting  adjutant.  On  the  27th 
ordered  to  march  with  four  days'  cooked  rations  and  100  rounds 
of  ammunition.     The  order  was  countermanded. 

"March,  1862. — On  the  night  of  the  5th,  marching  orders  were 
received  and  the  men  got  into  line;  (broke  ranks  in  twenty  min- 
utes.) Similar  orders  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  10th.  The  division  was 
put  in  motion  and  the  column  tiled  past  the  White  House  at  sun- 
rise. Marched  fourteen  miles,  aross  Chain  Bridge  to  '  Prospect 
Hill;'  there  bivouacked;  countermarched  on  the  14th,  and  arrived 
in  Camp  Cochrane  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th.  New  orders  on 
the  25th;  line  of  battle  formed  at  8:30  a.  m.  Lt.-Colonel  Shaler 
rode  to  the  front  and  addressed  the  men  as  follows  : 

" c  Soldiers  !  We  have  now  formed  our  line  in  'Camp  Cochrane'  perhaps  for  the 
last  time.  We  are  to  leave  this  spot  so  familiar  to  us  all,  where  we  have  experienced 
many  pleasant  associations,  and  where  we  have  enjoyed  so  much  happiness.  I 
propose  therefore,  before  leaving  a  place  hallowed  by  so  many  pleasing  recollec- 
tions, and  around  which  cluster  so  many  delightful  memories,  that  we  give  nine 
rousing  cheers  for  Camp  Cochrane  !' 

"They  were  given.  The  column  was  soon  in  motion,  and 
bivouacked  on  the  plain  north  of  Alexandria  the  same  night.  Em- 
barked on  the  transport  '  Nantasket,'  26th,  and  were  landed  at 
Hampton,  near  Fortress  Monroe  on  the  29th.  The  division  rested 
in  an  adjoining  plain,  named  '  Camp  W.  F.  Smith.' 

"April,  1862. — A  general  inspection  was  ordered  to  take  place 
on  the  3d.  While  forming  line  orders  came,  and  at  0  a.  m.  on  the 
4th  we  marched  toward  Newport  Neus,  having  three  days'  rations. 
At  a  point  one  mile  south  of  Young's  Mills,  our  advance  drove  in 
the  pickets  of  the  enemy  On  the  5th  passed  two  miles  beyond 
Warwick  Court  House,  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  a  ploughed 
field.  Graham's  brigade  pushed  on  into  the  next  field,  bordering 
on  "Warwick  creek,  but  were  shelled  from  the  position  by  a  rebel 
battery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lagoon.  Fell  back  forty  rods, 
halting  in  what  was  soon  after  named  'Camp  Winfield  Scott,' 
where   we   remained    during   the    sieninir   operations   in   front   of 
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York  town. 

May,  1862. — On  Sunday  a.  m.,  4th,  the  regiment  marched  out 
of  Camp  "Win Held  Scott.  The  entire  rebel  lines  had  been  evacu- 
ated, and  there  was  no  opposition  to  our  crossing  Warwick  creek. 
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We  soon  reached  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy,  in  the  largest  of 
which  the  Chasseurs  remained  an  hour,  after  which  they  marched 
on  the  road  to  Williamsburg.  Reached  the  battle-lie] d  of  Wil- 
liamsburg shortly  before  the  contest  closed,  forming  our  line  in  the 
rear  of  the  center.  We  were  then  advanced  to  the  front,  where 
the  men  waited  the  expected  conflict  of  the  morrow.  On  the  22d 
the  Chasseurs  crossed  Bottom's  bridge,  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
drove  the  rebel  pickets,  then  rallied  and  remained  during  the  day 
in  advance,  covering  a  working  party  in  our  rear.  Pushed  on 
during  the  25th,  and  on  the  20th  led  the  advance  of  a  military 
recon noisance  to  a  point  beyond  Fair  Oaks,  on  the  Nine  Mile  road. 
On  the  29th  advanced  our  camp  to  the  memorable  '  Seven  Pines,' 
and  bivouacked  at  that  point  in  close  column  by  division.  On  Sat- 
urday, 31st,  was  begun  the  contest  celebrated  as  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks." 

"  Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  \ 

"  Camp  near  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  3,  1862.  \ 

"Cart.  Urban,  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

"  Abercrombids  Brigade,  Gen.  Abercromhie,  Com.: 

"Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  this 
regiment  in  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  31st  ultimo,  at  Fair 
Oaks.  The  regiment,  upon  a  sudden  alarm  of  firing  by  the  enemy 
at  about  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  Saturday,  31st  ultimo,  was  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  its  camp  at  'Seven  Pines.'  By  order 
from  the  Brigadier-General  in  command,  it  proceeded  by  the  right 
flank  to  the  railroad  station  at  Fair  Oaks.  There  we  were  directed 
to  support  Capt.  Brady's  battery,  which  we  did  j  the  Thirty-first 
Pennsylvania  resting  on  our  left, 

"Having  thrown  out  pickets  to  the  front,  and  they  reporting 
that  the  enemy  were  moving  towards  our  right  Hank,  the  regiment 
was  ordered,  and  accordingly  formed  line  of  battle  facing  outwards 
to  the  right,  and  supported  byUic  Thirty-first  Penn.  on  the  left,  and 
the  Seventh  Massachusetts  on  the  right.  Three  pieces  of  Brady's 
battery  were  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  line,  and  the  Sixty-second 
N.  Y.,  (Anderson  Zouaves),  supported  us  in  the  rear.  Having  been 
ordered  by  Gen.  Abercromhie  to  withdraw  from  our  position,  we 
moved  by  his  command  along  the  road  leading  from  Fair  Oaks 
station  to  the  eminence  near  the  Courtnay  place.  Here  we  awaited 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  until  reinforcements  arriving,  by  order 
of  Gen,  Abererombic,  the  regiment  took  position  in  front  of  a  belt 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Milita  r  y  St  a  tistics.         \  5  5 

of  woods,  through  which  the   enemy's  forces  were  approaching. 
Our  right  rested  on  the  left  'of  Col.  Sully's  Minnesota  regiment, 
•    and  our  left  on  the  right  of  the  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  men  took  their  places  immediately  behind  the  rail  fence 
by  which  the  wood  was  skirted,  and  the  enemy  coming  in  sight 
opened  their  tire  upon  them  at  about  twenty-five  yards  distance. 
This  fire  was  continued  two  and  a  half  hours,  and  until  the  enemy 
was  effectually  repulsed.  During  this  time  the  fire  of  the  men 
was  steady,  continuous  and  accurate,  as  I  had  reason  to  suppose 
from  the  very  numerous  dead  found  subsequently  in  the  front  of 
our  lines. 

"The  standard-bearer  of  the  Twenty-second  North  Carolina 
regiment  was  killed  by  our  fire,  and  during  the  night  the  battle- 
flag  of  that  regiment  was  found  by  our  men  on  the  field  in  front 
of  the  regiment  where  the  bearer  fell.  The  regiment  slept  on 
their  arms  that  night  in  their  position,  and  at  daylight  of  the  fol- 
lowing morning  advanced  in  line  of  battle  at  riant  angles  with 
their  last  position,  through  the  woods  previously  held  by  the 
enemy,  to  the  position  which  they  now  hold. 

"Lieut.-Coloiiel  Shaler  evinced,  during  the  entire  action,  that 
presence  of  mind  and  military  ability  for  which  he  is  so  highly 
reported.  The  conduct  of  Major  Hamblin  entitles  him  to  great 
praise.  The  conduct  of  the  commissioned  officers  was  uniformly 
good;  to  distinguish  among  them  is  impossible,  even  invidious.  To 
the  rank  and  iile  is  due  the  award  of  superior  steadiness  and  the 
coolness  of  veterans  and  their  excellence. 

11 1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  JOHN  COCHRANE, 

"  Colonel  Com'cVg. 

"  Wm.  P.  Roome,  Adjutant." 

"In  relation  to  the  captured  colors,  a  note  was  addressed  to 
Brig. -General  Abererombie  by  Colonel  Cochrane,  concluding  as 
follows: 

"'I  hope  that  it  will  not  bo  thought  presumptuous  to  ask  that  either  the  regi- 
ment be  permitted  to  retain  the  Hag  as  a  trophy,  or  to  inscribe  the  name  of  the 
battle  en  their  standard.' 

"In  the  official  correspondence  which  passed,  nothing  is  said  of 
the  subsequent  duties  after  the  battle.  The  regiment  was  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  expelled, 


— — 


256  Fifth  A  nnua  l  Hep  out  of  the 

and  erected  in  front  a  breastwork  of  logs.  The  brigade  of  General 
Abercrombie  during  the  battle  had  become  divided,  and  the 
Chasseurs  and  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania  were  the  only  regiments 
of  the  brigade  that  formed  a  part  of  the  first  line  of  battle  after  the 
actions  of  the  31st  day  of  May  and  1st  of  June. 

"June,  1862. — On  the  3d,  a  detail  was  made  to  bring  the  knap- 
sacks  from  the  former  camp.  On  this  expedition,  Lieutenant 
Bogart,  Company  I,  received  an  accidental  gun-shot  wound  in  the 
knee,  causing  his  death  on  the  23d.  Sunday,  8th,  the  l Baxter 
Zouaves,'  who  were  picketed  in  front,  were  driven  in  by  a  charge 
of  the  rebels,  and  the  Chasseurs  left  their  position  on  the  double- 
quick  and  kept  the  advancing  lines  of  the  enemy  at  bay.  Fell 
back  to  our  old  position  on  the  10th;  on  the  16th  changed  camp 
to  the  rear  and  left  of  •  Seven  Pines.'  26th. — The  Chasseurs  were 
ordered  to  the  outposts  beyond  '  Redout  No.  5,'  on  the  Williams- 
burg road.  Though  occupying  the  advanced  position  where  our 
predecessors  on  duty  had  suffered  severely,  we  escaped  unharmed. 
Were  relieved  on  the  28th,  and  the  same  evening  marched  to  the 
assistance  of  General  Porter  on  the  right  wing.  Our  support 
being  unnecessary,  we  countermarched  past  Savage's  Station,  and 
from  thence  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  A  squadron 
of  rebel  cavalry  on  the  29th  made  a  dash  at  our  lines  near  White 
Oak  Creek,  but  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  30th. — Had  a 
tedious  night's  march  towards  Turkey  Bend,  emerging  from  the 
woods  in  siirht  of  James  river. 

o 

July,  18G2 — Battle  of  Malyeen  Hill. 

"  Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  ) 
"Near  James  River,  July  5,  1862.      \ 

"  J.  C.  Slipper,  A.  A.  A.  67.,  Abercromhids  Brigade  : 

"  Sir — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
this  regiment  in  the  action  near  Turkey  Creek  Bridge,  on  Tues- 
day, the  1st  instant.  Early  in  the  forenoon,  we  were  ordered  by 
General  Abercrombie  to  cross  the  ravine,  then  in  onr  front,  to  an 
adjoining  held,  and  move,  in  connection  with  the  Sixty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  to  the  support  of  a  battery  (the  Sixty-first  on 
the  right),  which  was  in  position  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  behind  a 
large  house,  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Richmond.  After 
waiting  in  this  position  about  an  hour,  a  rebel  battery,  stationed 
in  a  wheat  field  to  our  right,  opened  fire,  and  both  regiments  were 
moved  to  the  right  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  formed  perpen- 
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dieularly  to  our  first  line  (the  Chasseurs  ou  the  right),  under  the 
brow  of  a  declivity.  This  fire  of  the  enemy  was  answered,  and 
eventually  silenced,  by  one  of  our  batteries  in  the  same  field,  but 
considerably  to  the  right  of  our  position. 

"About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  evidence  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  in  front  of  our  former  position  was  manifested,  and  this 
regiment  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  right  of  the  house  in  rear 
of  the  Sixty-second  New  York,  who  were  l}'ing  behind  a  rough 
breastwork  of  timber  and  brush,  parallel  to  our  first  line,  while 
the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  moved  to  the  left  flank  in  rear  of  the 
battery  we  first  supported.  We  were  not  long  in  this  position, 
when  sharp  picket  firing  on  the  right  of  the  woods  in  front  called 
out  the  fire  of  the  Fifty-fifth  New  York,  which  was  lying  in  a 
wheat  field  deployed,  and  we  were  ordered  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  to  their  support.  We  moved  in  on  our  hands  and  knees  to 
elude  observation,  but  had  hardly  entered  the  field  when  the  bat- 
tery before  alluded  to  opened  upon  us  a  very  destructive  fire.  It 
was  soon  discovered  that  the  Fifty-fifth  had  no  considerable  force 
in  their  front,  and  that  we  were  only  furnishing  a  mark  for  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  we  could  not  reply  to.  We  were  then 
ordered  to  return  to  our  former  position,  which  we  did.  About 
three  r.  m.,  we  were  ordered  down  into  the  woods  in  front  to  sup- 
port the  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.  Here  we  lay  half  an 
hour,  when  we  were  again  moved  still  farther  down,  and  formed 
a  second  line  of  battle  outside  of  the  woods,  facing  the  direction 
of  the  road  before  referred  to — the  Tenth  Massachusetts  forming 
the  first  line.  In  this  position  we  waited  an  hour  or  more,  when 
the  firing  commenced  on  our  left,  and  the  Tenth  Massachusetts 
was  moved  in  that  direction.  We  conformed  to  their  movements, 
keeping  our  line  of  battle  in  shape  of  a  crescent.  After  a  brisk 
fire  for  some  time,  which  was  well  returned  by  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chusetts, the  enemy  showed  themselves  moving  toward  us,  near  a 
large  house  a  little  to  our  right,  and  we  were  ordered  to  move  in 
that  direction  to  receive  them.  1  am  happy  to  say  that  the  move- 
ment was  executed  with  so  much  order  and  celerit}',  that  our  lire 
was  opened  before  the  enemy  could  get  into  position,  very  much 
to  their  discomfort.  For  nearly  two  hours  we  engaged  the  enemy 
in  this  position — most  of  the  time  without  support.  Half  an  hour 
before  our  ammunition  was  exhausted,  the  Seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers came  on  the  field  and  formed  in  our  rear.  Seizing  the 
opportunity  of  a  lull  in  the  enemy's  fire,  we  retired  by  the  right 
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of  companies,  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  rear,  near  the 
woods — the  Seventh  New  York  moving  forward  to  our  position. 
The  Seventh  New  York  continued  the  contest  until  after  dark, 
when  all  firing  ceased.  About  nine  o'clock  r.  M.,  wc  were  relieved 
by  a  regiment  of  the  Excelsior  Brigade,  and  retired  by  order  of 
the  general  commanding  to  the  rear  of  the  open  field,  and  bivou- 
acked for  [the  night.  About  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  wc  were  again  called 
to  arms,  and  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  towards  this 
place.  In  this  action  we  lost  the  services  of  a  most  valuable  offi- 
cer, Captain  Edward  Bernard,  of  Company  I,  who  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  leg  early  in  the  action.  I  am  happy  to  testify  to 
the  general  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men. 

"  I  cannot  in  justice  particularize,  when  all  did  so  well.  Major 
Hamblin's  services  were  invaluable;  he  gave  renewed  evidence  of 
his  courage  and  ability,  and  deserves  the  thanks  which  are  herein 
bestowed. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"ALEXANDER  SHALEE, 
"Lieutenant-Colonel  ComtVg  Iiegt. 
"  Wm.  P.  Roome,  Adjutant:' 

"  Wednesday,  2d. — About  noon  the  regiment  arrived  at  Harri- 
son's Landing,  during  a  heavy  rain.  The  rebel  cavalry,  under 
Stuart,  came  round  on  the  left  flank  of  the  column,  and  were  at 
this  time  hovering  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  Westover.  On 
Thursday,  3d,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  rebels  who  had 
with  them  a  light  battery  of  four  guns.  Numerous  shells  were 
thrown  in  among  the  improvised  camps,  including  the  Chasseurs, 
and  considerable  commotion  was  occasioned  in  consequence.  A 
force  was  sent  out,  which  captured  the  battery  and  dispersed  the 
enemy,  thus  ending  the  lighting  of  the  "Seven  Days"  before  Rich- 
mond. 

"  On  the  6th,  advanced  a  mile  to  the  front,  and  on  the  9th,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  visited  the  army.  He  dismounted 
in  front  of  the  Chasseurs,  clambered  to  the  summit  of  their  rude 
rampart,  and  himself  called  for  cheers  for  the  Army  and  the 
Union.  He  paid  Colonel  Cochrane  the  honor  of  complimenting 
his  command,  and  then  addressed  the  soldiers  in  a  most  felicitous 
manner,  expressing  the  highest  contidence  in  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 
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Promotions,  Recommendations,  etc. 
The  following  was  addressed  to  the  Act.  Asst.  Adjutant  General  : 

"Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  ) 

Harrison's  Landing,  July  18th,  IS 02.  ) 
i£  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General  J.  A.  Slipper  : 

"Sir — The  officers  of  this  regiment,  in  both  of  the  general 
actions  in  which  it  has  been  engaged — Fair  Oaks  and  Malvern 
Hill — behaved  with  uniform  good  conduct,  courage  and  gallantry, 
so  much  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  in  these  respects 
any  one  or  more  above  their  fellows.  The  rank  and  file  on  these 
occasions  exhibited  a  steadiness  of  discipline,  sustained  by  unflinch- 
ing courage,  deserving  the  highest  consideration,  and  entitling 
them  to  the  honors  of  veterans.  But  it  is  also  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish any  one  of  them  from  their  comrades  for  their  noble 
qualities,  without  injustice  to  the  equally  meritorious  remainder. 
What  is  said  of  the  conduct  in  the  two  actions  named  is  applica- 
ble also  to  the  whole  military  experience  of  the  officers  and  the 
rank  and  file,  through  all  the  dire  vicissitudes  of  march,  battle 
and  bivouac  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  peninsula." 

Notwithstanding  the  above,  the  following  list  was  sent  to  head- 
quarters : 

List  of  Officers 

And  men  recommended  for  promotion  or  other  rewards,  with  the 

promotions : 

Major  Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

Full  competency,  a  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of 
his  office  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  and  bra- 
vely at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam 
and  Fredericksburg;  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Chasseurs. 
Dr.  John  B.  Petiierbridge. 

Unswerving  application  to  his  duties  and  presence  on  the 
battle-fields  named  above. 
Dr.  Wm.  0.  McDonald,  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Ditto. 
George  W.  Ford.  Quartermaster. 

Most  earnest  and  determined  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  all 
his  duties  since  landing  on  the  peninsula,  and  rendering 
invaluable  services  in  removing,  up  to  the  last  moment, 
the  property  of  the  brigade  left  in  charge  at  Savage's 
Station;    promoted  to  be  brigade  quartermaster. 
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Adjutant  Wm.  P.  Roome. 

Strict  and  untiring  application  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  valuable  services  on  the  battle  fields  of  Fair  Oaks 
and  Malvern  Hill ;  promoted  in  line  of  staff  as  A.  A.  A. 
General. 
Captain  David  .Miller,  (B.) 

Steady  and  faithful  application   and  success  in  disciplining 
his  company,  and  good  conduct  at  "  Seven  Pines  ;"  since 
discharged  for  disability. 
Captain  Edward  Bernard,  (I.) 

Faithfulness  and  efficiency  ;  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill. 
Captains,— Wm.  P.  Halstead,  (D.);  Henry  G.  Ilealey,  (F.),  pro- 
moted to  the  majority  ;  Thomas  II.  Higginbotham, 
(K.);  Edward  II.  Little,  (II.):  Samuel  Truesdell,  (G.); 
Gilbert  A.  Draper;  all  most  excellent  conduct  in 
action. 
First  Lieutenants. — George  W.  Selovcr  ;  David  I.  Milne  ;  Andrew 

T.  Bushee;  Henry  C.  Ellis  ;  ditto. 
Second  Lieutenants. — Lewis  G.  Dudley;  Edward  Cozzens  ;  Ben- 
jamin B.  Miller  ;  George  S.  Raymond  ;  Ed- 
ward II.  Welch  ;   ditto. 
Com.  Sergeant. — Warren  R.  Heddcn  ;  strict  attention  to  duty. 

^on-Commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

Co.  A. — 1st  sergeant,  Andrew  J.  Morris  ;  sergeants  Win.  McGirr, 
Edward  Golden. 

Co.  B. — Sergeant  Wm.  I.  llaverley,  (promoted  to  2d  lieutenant); 
corporals,  Lewis  Theiron,  Henry  Nichols,  John  Jamison; 
private,  Alexander  Kineaid. 

Co.  II. — Sergeants,  Lewis  F.  Mctzger,  (promoted  to  2d  lieuten- 
ant,) John  I.  Wilbour,  Reuben  Pettemer  ;  corporals, 
John  A.  Spencer,  George  Melvenna,  Joseph  B.  Sitley, 
James  Dunnigan  ;  privates,  Alfred  Appel,  Dennis  B. 
Cummings,  Charles  Holt. 

Co.  I. — Sergeants,  Wm.  W.  Tracy,  (promoted  to  2d  lieutenant,) 
C.  I.  C.  Ball  ;  corporals.  James  Grogan,  Sydney  Crooks, 
Daniel  Hall. 

Co.  K. — Sergeants,  John  Berry,  (promoted  to  2d  lieutenant,)  Phi- 
lip Smuthers  :  corporals,  Steven  Robinson,  Peter  Kirk- 
wood  ;  privates,  John  W.  Walker,  Charles  Crockett, 
James  C.  Hcnnessee,  Andrew  A.  Jackson,  Wm.Loomis, 
Amaziah  W.  Jackson,  Peter  Flinn,  Win.  Lightner. 
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Co.  D. — 1st  sergeant,  Henry  Van  tier  Weyde,  John  D.  Giliespy  ; 

corporals,  Dennis  Flynn,  Charles  Kroin,  Win.  Hess. 
Co.  E. — 1st  sergeant,  Elisha  B.  Gregory,  (promoted  to  2d  lieuten- 
ant) ;  We  I).  Macoy,  Benj.  T.  Mills,  Frederick  Dris- 
coll,  (promoted  to  2d  lieutenant)  ;  corporal,  Simeoi] 
Rounds  ;  privates,  Henry  W.  Brown,  John  Brett,  Wm. 
11.  Short,  Henry  Rounds,  Joseph  Kesler,  James  Calpin, 
Barney  Farrcll,  Thomas  Knight,  honorable  mention, 
bravery  in  battle-field. 
Co.  F. — Sergeants    John    Ilarrold,  Michael  Divine,   and   all    the 

privates. 
Co.  G. — Sergeant,  John  N.  Fowler;  corporal,  Michael  McCormick; 
privates,   Richard  Hill,    Edward  Ayrcs;  sergeant  Ivan 
Tailoff  (promoted  to  2d  Lieutenant). 
Co.  C— 1st  sergeant,  Andrew  Byrne,  Wm.  E.  Slight,  Charles  H. 
Woodward;    corporals,   George  A.    Gibson,  James  P. 
Hetchings. 
"August,  1862. — On  the  4th,  Colonel  John  Cochrane  was  com- 
missioned as  a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers.     The  command  of 
the  Chasseurs   devolved  on  Lt.-Colonel  Shaler,  since  confirmed  in 
the  position.     On   the  same   day   the    regiment    formed   part   of 
reconnoiteriug  force  to  Malvern  Hill,  which  ended  with  indefinite 
results.     Marching  orders  came  on  the   11th;   the  column  was  put 
in  motion  on  the  16th;  crossed  the  pontoons  over  the  Chichahominy 
on  the  17th;  and  the  following  day  came  in  sight  of  York  river. 
The  '  Campaign  of  the  Peninsula'  was  a  thing  of  the  past,  belong, 
ing  to  history.     The  regiment  embarked  during  28th  on  steamer 
*  Kencbeck,'  and  on  the  night  of  the  31st  disembarked  at  Alexan- 
dria,   marched   to   the   depot,  took   the   cars,    and    immediately 
went  on  picket  duty  towards  Fairfax  Court  House. 

"  September,  1862. — During  the  1st  and  2d,  while  the  battle 
was  in  progress  at  Manassas,  this  regiment  did  essential  service  in 
protecting  the  railroad  from  the  depredations  of  rebel  cavalry 
hoverino-  in  the  vicinity.  Were  drawn  in  3d,  took  rail  to  Alexan- 
dria,  inarching  from  thence  on  the  4th  towards  Chain  Bridge,  the 
central  point  of  some  of  our  primitive  trials.  Crossed  Chain 
Bridge  on  the  5th  (General  Cochrane  commanding  brigade); 
passed  through Tenally town;  bivouacked  for  the  night;  started  at 
daylight;  marched  six  miles;  halt,  rested;  got  rations  and  went  on 
picket;  off  on  the  Oth;  passed  through  Poolsville  10th;  counta*" 
[Assem.  Xo.   MS.]  11 
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marched  two  miles  for  rations  on  the  11th;  rested,  and  then  drove 
on  towards  the  river  in  the  direction  of  Harper's  Ferry  on  the 
14th;  crossed  the  battle-field  of  South  Mountain  on  the  15th; 
rested  in  the  woods;  heard  of  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry  by 
the  rebels;  pushed  towards  that  place  on  the  17th.  Arriving  at 
Maryland  Heights,  the  Chasseurs  were  detailed  to  ascend  the 
mountain  in  order  to  capture  a  section  of  a  rebel  battery  supposed 
to  be  on  the  summit.  Ere  encountering  the  enemy,  fresh  orders 
came  and  we  were  countermarched,  and  the  column  being  in  mo- 
tion, the  regiment  got  to  its  post;  marched  back  until  past  the 
bivouac  of  the  previous  night,  a  distance  for  the  day  of  twenty-four 
miles.  Early  on  the  18th  we  were  on  the  battle-field  of  Antietam, 
expecting  the  contest  to  be  renewed;  went  immediately  to  the  front, 
relieved  the  troops  there,  and  held  the  ground  all  day  with  brisk 
skirmishing. 

"  A  '  ting  of  truce '  was  sent  into  our  lines  by  the  enemy,  request- 
ing permission  to  bury  their  dead  ;  granted,  and  the  men  of  both 
armies  mingled  freely  together.  During  this  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, the  Chasseurs  Avcre  principally  engaged  in  conveying  the 
dead  of  the  enemy  across  the  rebel  lines.  While  they  were  thus 
employed,  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Union  Army  made  them- 
selves too  conspicuous  with  their  field-glasses,  seeing  which,  the 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  opened  tire,  the  signal  for  the  pickets 
and  reserves  of  both  sides  to  fly  to  their  arms,  many  of  our  men 
dropping  the  inanimate  bodies  of  the  enemy  to  do  so.  The  picket 
firing  continued  until  after  dark,  at  which  time  the  regiment  fell 
back  a  short  distance.  During  that  night  the  enemy  retreated, 
and  on  the  19th  we  passed  through  Sharpsburg  after  them.  At 
4  a.  M.,  20th,  countermarched  through  the  town,  filing  ]cit  on  the 
road  towards  Williamsport.  About  two  miles  from  Williamsport 
our  advance  encountered  the  pickets  of  the  enemy.  We  discov- 
ered that  there  was  in  our  front  a  force  of  infantry,  a  brigade  of 
cavalry,  and  a  light  battery  of  artillery.  Cochrane^  brigade  was 
at  once  formed  in  line  of  battle,  in  which  formation  sve  advanced 
half  a  mile,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy. 
The  Chasseurs  continued  to  advance  until  gaining  the  shelter  of  a 
lud^c  of  rocks, 'where  we  halted  and  deployed  two  companies  to 
the  right  and  left  as  skirmishers.  In  about  half  an  hour  we  were 
ordered  to  retire  in  line  of  battle,  which  we  did,  leaving  a  third 
company  to  support  t)ie  other  two,  which  still  remained  in  the 
front,  and  so  disposed,  that  while  they  could  view  the  movements 
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of  the  enemy,  they  were  undiscovered  themselves.  During  this 
time  the  rebel  battery  in  our  front  was  worked  with  considerable 
energy,  but  did  little  harm.  In  a  short  time  orders  came  for  the 
whole  regiment  to  be  posted,  which  was  immediately  executed, 
the  left  of  our  picket  line  resting  on  the  road  to  YVilliamsport, 
and  our  right  joining  the  left  of  General  Denver's  brigade.  The 
enemy  was  posting  a  cavalry  picket  about  the  same  time  we  went 
out,  a  number  of  whom  we  succeeded  in  capturing.  It  was  very 
dark,  and  objects  being  indistinct  at  short  distances,  the  rebels  not 
seeing  our  men,  came  up,  were  challenged,  disarmed,  and  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  firing,  both  musket  and  artillery,  continued  until 
10:30  p.  m.  The  Chasseurs  remained  in  front  on  the  outposts  dur- 
ing that  night,  and  were  relieved  the  following  evening.  Under 
cover  of  the  darkness  the  rebels  retreated,  and  the  morning  suc- 
ceeding the  skirmish  none  were  to  be  seen.  They  had  crossed  the 
river,  and  from  the  opposite  shore  their  artillery  occasionally 
belched  forth  a  defiant  shot. 

"  During  the  skirmishing  there  were  a  number  of  men  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  brigade.  The  position  held  b}'  the  Chasseurs 
on  this  occasion  was  a  very  important  one,  and  to  say  the  least  was 
maintained  with  credit.  Being  relieved,  we  fell  back  two  miles; 
bivouacked  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  23d,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  we 
marched  to  an  open  field  near  Downsville,  Md. 

il  Here,  on  the  25th,  died  Henry  Bassett,  drum-sergeant.  The 
circumstance  is  set  down,  as  he  was  in  himself  a  peculiar  character, 
a  first-class  drummer,  a  good  soldier,  besides  being  a  man  of  va- 
rious fortunes  in  life. 

"  October,  1862.— -On  the  2d,  reviewed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  20th,  ordered  to  Hancock,  Maryland,  ar- 
riving there  by  a  forced  march  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  and 
went  on  picket.  Being  relieved  the  Chasseurs  joined  the  brigade, 
and  at  midnight  the  men  were  aroused  and  posted  in  different 
parts  of  the  town  as  a  provost  guard.  The  following  day  this 
guard  was  taken  off,  and  the  division  countermarched,  bivouacking 
at  Cherry  Run  ;  27th,  continued  through  YVilliamsport ;  28th, 'ar- 
rived on  the  site  of  our  former  camping  ground  at  Downsville; 
marched  to  Rohrersville  31st;  were  there  mustered  for  pay,  and 
the  same  night  bivouacked  in  an  open  field. 

"November,  1862. — The  regiment  marched  over  the  battle  field 
of  South  Mountain  on  the  1st,  and  halted  on  the  line  of  the  Poto- 
mac a  mile  south  of  Berlin.     On  the  3d  crossed  the  pontoons,  and 
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were  once  more  in  Virginia  ;  pushed  on  through  Lovettsville  ; 
continued  the  march  4th.  5th  and  6th,  resting  at  White  Plains 
until  the  9th  :  marching  thence  to  New  Baltimore.  At  this  place 
(10th)  we  bade  adieu  to  General  McClellan.  The  Chasseur*, 
Colonel  Shaler,  without  arms  or  equipments,  saluted  the  gallant 
soldier  with  our  tattered  colors  trailed.  Same  date  Lieut.  Frede- 
rick Driscoll  was  put  under  arrest  and  guard  for  the  written 
expression  of  disloyal  sentiments.  Sunday,  16th,  inarched  towards 
Fredericksburg;  halted  at  Stafford  Court  House  on  the  18th  and 
went  on  picket. 

u  December,  1862.- — On  the  4th  marched  at  daylight  and  same 
night  bivouacked  near  Potomac  Creek.  Moved  on  the  5th  to  a 
point  near  King  George  Court  House.  Marched  towards  Frede- 
ricksburg on  the  10th,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  were 
drawn  up  at  that  point  on  the  Rappahannock,  where  Gen.  Frank- 
lin's pontoons  were  thrown  across  the  river.  About  sunset  the 
brigade  crossed  cm  the  pontoons.,  the  Chasseurs  being  right  in 
front,  and  during  the  night  were  detailed  as  a  guard  on  the 
bridges.  On  the  12th  the  division  was  massed  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  the  reiriments  bein^  drawn  up  in  close  column  bv 
division.  In  that  position  and  order  we  lay  a  greater  part  of  the 
day,  until  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  brought  their  guns  to  bear 
upon  the  advancing  column  of  the  army,  when  we  had  to  change 
position  by  deploying  column  and  advancing  in  line  of  battle  to  a 
point  protected  by  a  gradual  rise  in  the  ground,  where  we  lay 
down  in  rear  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts,  and  there  remained 
for  the  night." 

The  Battle  of  Fredekicksbukg. 
"  During  the  forenoou,  while  the  battle  raged  on  the  extreme 
right  and  left  of  the  line,  we  remained  inactive,  awaiting  the  order 
to  advance.  Our  lines  were  much  harrassed,  at  times,  by  the  lire 
of  the  enemy  from  the  guns  on  the  heights  in  our  front.  At  an 
early  hour  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  ordered  up  to  support  the 
left.  We  moved  bv  the  right  flank,  and  during  the  march  were 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  on  our  right.  Some  of 
the  regiments  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  ere  getting  into  position, 
while  we  had  only  one  man  wounded.  We  were  marched  by  a 
flank  to  the  front  to  support  the  batteries  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  perhaps  five  hundred  yards  distant.  The  brigade  was  dis- 
posed in  line  of  battle,  the  Chasseurs  on  the  left,  supported  by  the 
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First  Long  Island  Volunteers.  Our  line  was  uninjured;  and 
though  the  enemy  at  one  time  opened  upon  us  six  batteries,  their 
ill-directed  fire  fell  harmless  around  us.  Some  of  the  other  regi- 
ments suffered  in  this  position;  the  aim  of  the  enemy  was  to  break 
our  formation,  and  during  the  anticipated  confusion  to  charge  on 
our  batteries;  but  the  steadiness  of  our  men  prevented  the  former, 
and  the  terrible  energy  of  our  artillery  frustrated  the  latter  design. 
Darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  and  late  in  the  evening  we 
were  silently  withdrawn,  having  been  under  the  most  terrific  fire 
many  hours;  though,  indeed,  it  cannot  justly  be  said  that  we  were 
ever  out  of  easy  range  since  crossing  the  river;  and  it  may  truly 
be  affirmed,  that,  during  three  days,  we  unflinchingly  remained  in 
the  most  exposed  situation. 

"During  Sunday,  14th,  we  rested  on  the  spot  left  by  us  the  pre- 
ceding afternoon,  and  before  daylight  on  the  forenoon  of  the  15th 
were  ordered  to  the  front.  The  Chasseurs,  for  their  steadiness 
and  discipline,  were  selected  from  the  brigade  and  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  relieving  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  Our  line 
and  that  of  the  enemy  were  about  fifty  yards  distant,  and  it  was 
mutually  agreed  between  the  belligerent  pickets  that  there  should 
be  no  firing.  The  rebels'  compact  was  sacredly  adhered  to  by 
both  parties;  but,  during  the  afternoon,  a  battery  in  our  rear 
opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  endeavoring  to  plant  a  battery 
in  our  front,  and  caused  the  abandonment  of  the  rebel  design. 
During  this  cannonading  several  of  our  defective  shells  exploded 
in  the  rear  and  in  the  midst  of  our  line;  fortunately,  no  one  was 
injured;  the  enemy  did  not  reply.  Our  men  had  frequent  inter- 
course with  the  rebels  during  the  day,  and  on  either  side  the  most 
amicable  feeling  existed.  We  remained  deployed  during  sixteen 
hours.  After  dark  the  army  began  to  recross  the  river,  which 
occupied  the  night.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  of  the 
10th,  then  intensely  cold  and  dark,  the  skirmishers  rallied  on  the 
reserve,  and  the  Chasseurs  were  the  last  men  to  turn  their  backs 
upon  the  enemy.  Everything  being  conducted  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner, the  rebels  were  unconscious  of  our  movements;  and  our  duty 
was  so  well  executed,  that  Division  General  Newton  presented  and 
had  granted  the  request  that  the  First  regiment  of  United  States 
Chasseurs  be  excused  from  all  guard  and  fatigue  duties  during  a 
term  of  thirty  days. 

u  We  recrossed  the  pontoons  as  they  were  about  to  be  taken 
up,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  joined  the  brigade  the  same 
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clay,  rested  in  the  woods  on  the  17th,  and  on  the  18th  fell  back 
two   miles  to  our  camp  near  White  Oak  Church,  where  we  still 


remain." 


Roster  of  Officers: 

Colonel Alexander  Shaler. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

Major Henry  G.  Healey. 

Acting  Adjutant. A.  T.  Bushee. 

Acting  Quartermaster Edward  C.  Welch. 

Surgeon John  B .  Petherbridge . 

Assistant  S  urgeon "Wm .  0 .  McDonald . 

Chaplain P.  II.  Burkhardt. 

Company  Officers. 

Company  A: 

1st  Lieutenant , Edward  Cozzens . 

2d  Lieutenant William  I .  Haverly . 

Company  B: 

1st  Lieutenant ,....„...  George  S  .  Raymond . 

2d  Lieutenant John  Berry. 

Company  C: 

Captain George  II.  Bernard. 

2d  Lieutenant Ava  R.  Peck. 

Company  I): 

.Captain William  P.  Halstead. 

1st  Lieutenant Abram  G.  Yerplank. 

-2d  Lieutenant Lewis  G.  Dudley. 

Company  E: 

1st  Lieutenant Andrew  T.  Bushee. 

•2d  Lieutenant William  W.  Tracy. 

Company  F: 

Captain David  I.  Milne. 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  C.  Ellis. 

2d  Lieutenant Ivan  Tailoff. 

Company  G: 

Captain Samuel  Truesdell. 

Company  II: 

Captain George  H.  Selover. 

2d  Lieutenant A.  F.  Rockwell. 

Company  I: 

Captain Edward  A.  Bernard. 

1st  Lieutenant Robert  B.  Scott. 

2d  Lieutenant Elisha  B.  Gregory. 

Company  K: 

Captain Thomas  H.  Higginbotham 

1st  lieutenant Benjamin  B.  Miller. 

%&  Lieutenant Edward  C .  Welch . 
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NON-COMMISSIONED  STAFF. 

Commissary-Sergeant "Warren  R.  Ilcdden. 

Drum-Major William  C.  Geegen. 

Hospital-Steward Thomas  Norton. 

Statistical  Summary. 

Original  strength,  enlisted  men 871 

Original  strength,  officers •  33 

Total 904 

| 

Killed  in  action,  enlisted  men , 13 

Killed  in  action,  officers 

Wounded  in  action,  enlisted  men 83 

Wounded  in  action,  officers . 1 

Lost  by  discharge,  enlisted  men 11G 

Lost  by  discharge,  officers 12 

Lost  by  death,  enlisted  men 22 

Lost  by  death,  officers 2 

Loss  by  desertion,  enlisted  men . 104 


Total 353 

Gained,  commissioned  officers,  (by  appointment) 6 

Gamed,  enlisted  men 58 

Total 64 

Present  strength  of  officers 27 

Present  strength  of  enlisted  men . G59 

Total GS6 

Fit  for  duty,  officers , 27 

Fit  for  duty,  enlisted  men 378 

Total 405 

Enlisted  men  absent,  sick,  wounded,  etc 238 

Prevailing  nationality  of  men — American. 

The  83  enlisted  men  wounded  are  counted  in  those  absent  sick,  though  some  of 
them  may  return. 

Officers  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  1SG1-2. 

RANK.  NAME. 

Colonel.., ,  Alexander  Shalcr. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph  E.  Hamblin. 

Major Henry  J.  Ilealey. 

Adjutant William  P.  Roome. 

Quartermaster , George  W.  Ford. 
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RANK.  NAME. 

Surgeon John  B.  Petherbridge. 

Assistant  Surgeon ^Villiain  0.  McDonald. 

Assistant  Surgeon John  H.  Rogers. 

Chaplain Peter  II.  Burghkart. 

Company  A: 

Captain Gilbert  A .  Draper. 

1st  Lieutenant Edward  Cozzens. 

2d  Lieutenant William  J.  Ilaverly. 

Company  B: 

1st  Lieutenant George  P.  Raymond. 

2d  Lieutenant John  Berry. 

Company  C: 

1st  Lieutenant William  B.  Morton. 

2d  Lieutenant Janics  C .  Bobbins. 

Company  D: 

Captain William  P.  Halsted. 

1st  Lieutenant Abraham  G.  Verplanck. 

Companj'  E: 

1st  Lieutenant Andrew  T.  Bushee. 

2d  Lieutenant William  W .  Tracey. 

Company  F: 

Captain David  J.  Milne. 

1st  Lieutenant Henry  C.  Ellis. 

2d  Lieutenant Ivan  Tyloff. 

Company  G: 

Captain Samuel  Trucsdell. 

1st  Lieutenant George  A.  Bernard. 

2d  Lieutenant Frederick  Driscoll. 

Company  H: 

1st  Lieutenant George  W.  Selover. 

2d  Lieutenant A.  F.  Rockwell. 

Company  I: 

Captain Edward  Bernard. 

1st  Lieutenant Robert  B.  Scott. 

2d  Lieutenant Elisha  B.  Gregory. 

Company  K: 

Captain .* Thomas  II.  Higginbotham. 

1st  Lieutenant Benjamin  B.  Miller. 


2d  Lieutenant Edward  II.  Welch. 
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HISTORY  OF  FLAGS  NOW  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  BUREAU. 


Colors  of  the  First  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
FOUR  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  much  worn.  Presented  to  the 
regiment  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

2.  National  Flog,  silk. 

3.  4.  Guidons. 

The  First  regiment  was  raised  in  the  city  of  New  York  by  Wm. 
H.  Allen.  It  was  mustered  into  service  April  22cl,  1861  ;  took 
part  in  the  action  at  Big  Bethel,  June  10th,  1861  :  joined  the 
Arm}-  of  the  Potomac  just  subsequent  to  the  battle  at  Fair  Oaks 
(1862),  and  served  with  credit  in  the  engagements  at  Peach  Orch- 
ard, Glcndale  and  Malvern  Hill.  At  Glendale,  out  of  four  ser- 
geants, carrying  the  four  colors,  and  eleven  corporals,  composing 
the  color  guard,  but  one  man  escaped,  the  others  being  killed  or 
wounded.  On  the  29th  and  30th  August,  1862,  the  regiment 
took  part  in  the  second  battle  at  Bull  Pun  ;  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  action  at  Chantilly;  on  the  13th,  14th  and  15th 
December,  in  the  attack  on  Fredericksburg ;  and  on  the  1st,  2d, 
3d,  4th  and  5th  of  May,  1863,  in  the  battles  at  Chancellorsville — 
serving  in  the  latter  actions  after  the  term  of  service  of  most  of  its 
members  had  expired. 

These  tlags  were  returned  by  Col.  J.  Frederick  Pierson,  and 
were  represented  at  the  presentation  by  Capt.  Norman  B.  Leslie. 


Colors  of  the  Second  Regiment,  3S".  Y.  S.  V. 

ONE  FLAG. 

1.  JSra(ional  Flag,  silk  :  faded  ;  with  staff. 

This  flag  was  received  by  the  regiment  at  Camp  Hamilton,  Va., 
m  May,  1862.  It  was  carried  to  Portsmouth,  Fair  Oaks  and  Har- 
rison's Landing,  and  down  the  Peninsula  to  Yorktown,  and  in  the 
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battles  and  skirmishes  before  Richmond,  from  June  5th  to  August 
20th,  1862.  It  was  then  taken  to  Alexandria  and  deposited  with. 
other  property  of  the  regiment.  During  this  period  of  service  the 
regiment  lost  only  fifteen  killed  and  wounded,  while  its  effective 
strength  was  reduced  by  deaths  from  disease,  and  absence  on 
account  of  sickness,  163  men. 

The  Second  regiment  was  recruited  and  organized  in  Troy,  in 
April,  18(51.  It  was  the  second  volunteer  regiment  to  leave  the 
State,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  first  to  encamp 
on  the  soil  of  Virginia.  On  the  10th  of  June.  1861,  it  took  part 
in  the  first  battle  of  the  war  at  Big  Bethel,  Va.  It  was  encamped 
at  Camp  Hamilton  and  Newport  News  during  its  first  year's  service. 
It  joined  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  June  5th,  1862,  and  took 
part  in  the  following  engagements:  Fair  Oaks  (June  21st  and 
25th),  Glendale  and  Malvern  Hill  (June  30th  and  August  5th). 
It  was  subsequently  in  actions  at  Bristow  Station,  second  Bull  Run, 
Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  It  was  mustered  out  May 
26th,  1863. 


THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk.  The  streamers  attached  are  embroid- 
ered as  follows  :  "Fidela  a  l'outrance,"  on  the  red.  The  staff  is 
half  cut  in  two  by  a  shot.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  friends 
in  New  York  city,  through  Capt.  Cambreling.  Was  only  in  action 
at  Big  Bethel. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk.  Inscription  upon  a  silver  plate  on  the 
staff:  "Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York,  1862. v  Was  in 
Peninsula  campaign  to  Chancellorsville. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and  motto  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  "Fifth  Zouave  Reg't  N.  Y.  V."  painted  ;  original 
staff,  with  top  shot  off  in  battle  of  Gaines'  Mills.  Received  from 
General  Government  by  regiment. 

I  he  Fifth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
under  the  auspices  of  Col.  Abram  Duryce,  in  April,  1861,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  May  0  of  that  year,  for  two  years.  It  served 
in  the  following  engagements,  viz.:  Little  Bethel,  Big  Bethel, 
siege  of  Yorktown,  as   siege  artillerists,   Ilauover  Court  House, 
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Gaines'  Mills,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Manassas 
Plains  or  second  Bull  Eun,  Antietam,  Blackford  Ford,  Fredericks- 
burg and  Cliancellorsville.  At  Gaines'  Mills,  Color-Sergeant 
Andrew  B.  Allison  bore  the  National  nag,  (No.  2),  which  was 
pierced  by  eight  balls,  one  of  which  nearly  severed  the  staff;  and 
Color-Corporal  Leon  Olivia  was  killed.  At  second  Bull  Eun  both 
color-sergeants  and  the  entire  color-guard  were  killed. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Lieutenant  John  F.  Burns. 


Colors  of  tlie  Sixth  Regiment,  3f.  Y.  S.  T. 
FOUR   FLAGS. 


1.  National  Flog,  silk,  with  the  following  inscriptions  :  "  Santa 
Eosa,  Fort  Pickens,  Nov.  22  and  23,  and  Jan.  "1,  Pensacola,  Irish 
Bend,  Vermillion."  On  the  staff  is  a  silvered  plate,  with  the  in- 
scription:  "Presented  to  the  Sixth  regiment,  Col.  Wilson's  Zou- 
aves, by  several  ladies  of  New  York  city,  June,  1861." 

2.  Banner,  blue  silk.  Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York,  bear- 
ing upon  each  side  the  city  arms,  inscribed  :  "  Fort  Pickens,  Nov. 
22  and  23,  Jan.  1,  Santa  Eosa,  Pensacola,  Irish  Bend,  and  Vermil- 
lion.'7 

3.  4.  Guidons.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  T.  C.  Burns,  Fsq., 
May  8,  1861. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by 
Col.  William  Wilson,  and  was  mustered  in  May  25,  1861,  for  two 
years.  It  was  assigned  to  duty  on  Santa  Eosa  Island,  Florida, 
where  it  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Pickens. 
In  November,  1862,  the  regiment  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  served 
with  great  credit  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  It  returned  to 
New  York,  June  10,  1863,  with  506  of  the  770  men  who  originally 
went  but. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Lieut. -Col.  Michael  Cassidy. 
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Colors  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  N.  I.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  staff  gone. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;   original  staff. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  painted  arms  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  On  plate,  "  Eighth  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  18G3.  Pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York." 

The  Eighth  regiment,  or  First  German  Rifles,  was  organized  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  under  the  first  call  of  the  President  for 
volunteers  (1861),  and  received  about  800  men  wi  hin  twenty-four 
hours  after  its  rolls  were  opened.  It  was  mustered  in  on  the  23d 
of  April,  1861,  and  took  the  field  (July  10)  in  Blenker's  brigade, 
Miles7  division,  of  Gen.  McDowell's  army.  In  the  first  Bull  Pun 
battle  it  was  in  the  reserve,  under  Col.  Miles,  and  assisted  mate- 
rially in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  March,  18G2,  it 
was  assigned  to  Sumner's  corps.  In  May  following  it  was  placed 
under  Gen.  Fremont,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley;  was  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Cross  Keys,  where  260  of  its  men  were  left  dead  or 
wounded  on  the  field.  It  was  subsequently  transferred  to  Sigel's 
corps,  and  was  in  the  action  at  Sulphur  Springs  and  the  battle  of 
second  Bull  Pun.  It  arrived  on  the  field  too  late  to  participate 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  which  was  the  last  principal  bat- 
tle before  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  enlistment. 


Colors  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  IV,  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  with  staff.  Presented  to  the  regiment 
by  .Major  General  Wool  at  Fortress  Monroe,  September,  1861,  on 
behalf  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

This  was  the  first  American  flag  raised  over  the  Custom  House 
at  Norfolk,  Va.,  after  the  recovery  of  that  place  by  Union  troops. 
It  was  borne  in  the  Seven  Days'  battles  before  Richmond,  second 
Bull  Run,  Antietara  and  Fredericksburg.  At  the  latter  place  it 
was  shot  from  the  hands  of  the  bearer.  Several  of  the  guard  were 
i  killed  under  it. 
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2.  Regimental  Banner,    with    staff  and  spear-head,  the  latter 

struck  })y  a  shot.  Presented  by  Judge  White,  of  New  York,  on 
the  departure  of  the  regiment  for  the  scat  of  war. 

At  second  Bull  Run,  the  Fifth  and  Tenth  New  York  were  sent 
into  a  piece  of  woods,  and  entirely  flanked  on  both  sides  by  the 
enemy,  and  driven  from  the  ground.  The  color  bearer  of  the 
Tenth  was  killed,  and  the  flag  here  presented  was  captured  by  a 
Georgia  regiment  and  was  taken  to  Millcdgeville,  where  it  was 
displayed  in  the  capitol  as  a  trophy.  It  was  recaptured  by  Gen. 
Slocum's  column  of  Gen.  Sherman's  army,  on  the  march  from 
Atlanta  to  Savannah.  Col.  Eodgers,  of  Gen.  Slocum's  staff, 
removed  it  from  the  capitol  and  transmitted  it  to  the  archives  of 
the  State,  through  Major-General  Daniel  Butterfield. 

The  Tenth  regiment  sprang  from  what  was  called  the  "Union 
Volunteers,''  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
regiments  of  volunteers  offered  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  in 
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1861.  It  was  organized  under  the  command  of  Col.  TV.  W.  Mc- 
Chesney,  and  served  in  the  following  engagements,  viz  :  Big 
Bethel,  Gaines'  Mills,  Seven  Days'  battles  before  Richmond,  second 
Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Shepardstown  and  Frede- 
ricksburg. 

When  the  regiment  was  mustered  out,  it  left  a  battalion  of  four 
companies  (since  increased  to  six)  in  the  field,  under  the  command 
of  Major  George  F.  Hopper,  which  participated  in  the  campaign 
of  1864-5. 


TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  little  worn;  original  staff.  Presented 
by  Laura  Keene. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  white  silk;  painted  with  arms  of  Fire 
Department  of  the  city  of  New  York;  inscribed,  "First  Regiment 
New  York  Zouaves" — "The  Star  Spangled  Banner  in  triumph 
shall  wave;"  original  staff,  cord,  and  tassels.  Presented  to  the 
regiment  by  John  R.  Piatt,  President,  on  behalf  of,  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  Eleventh  regiment,  or  "  First  Regiment  New  York  Zou- 
aves," was  sometimss  called  the  "First  Fire  Zouaves,'' and  the 
"  Ellsworth  Zouaves."     With  the  consent  of  President  Lincoln. 
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Colonel  E.  Elmer  Ellsworth  visited  New  York  city,  in  April,  18G1, 
and  laid  before  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  a  proposition  to 
raise  a  regiment.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  chief,  oftiees  were 
opened  in  each  fire  district.  This  was  on  Friday.  On  Saturday 
850  men  were  enrolled,  and  on  Monday  1,300  men  presented  them- 
selves. Eleven  hundred  and  thirty  men  were  selected,  and  were 
armed  and  equipped  by  the  Fire  Department.  In  the  affair  at  the 
Marshall  House,  Colonel  Ellsworth  was  killed.  After  the  battle 
of  first  Bull  Run,  the  regiment  became  demoralized  and  was  dis- 
banded in  the  spring  of  186*2. 

The  flag  of  the  Marshall  House,  in  removing  which  Colonel 
Ellsworth  was  killed,  has  been  deposited  in  connection  with  these 
flags. 


Colors  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  S".  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the 
ladies  of  Syracuse,  May  2,  1861,  and  carried  by  the  regiment 
through  every  service  in  which  it  was  engaged. 

The  Twelfth  regiment  was  organized  at  Syracuse  in  the  spring 
of  1861.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Blackburn's  Ford,  and 
at  first  Bull  Hun  was  in  the  reserve.  After  spending  several 
months  in  building  and  guarding  forts  in  front  of  Washington,  it 
was  sent  to  the  Peninsula,  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
siege  of  York  town,  and  in  the  battles  of  Hanover  Court  House, 
Gaines'  Mills,  Savage's  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp.  Malvern  Hill, 
second  Bull  Pun,  and  first  Fredericksburg.  It  returned  to  the 
State  in  the  spring  of  1863,  at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Colonel  Henry  A.  Weeks. 


Colors  of  tlie  Thirteenth  Ce^iuieut,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
TIIUEE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  with  staff.  This  flag  was  borne  in  the 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Pun  only.  The  holes  in  its  union  were 
made  upon  that  occasion. 

2.  National  F?"g,  bunting;  with  staff.  This  flag  was  carried  by 
the  regiment  in  all  its  marches  and  actions. 
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3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  with  staff;  embroidered  on 
one  side  with  eagle  and  motto,  "God  and  our  country;"  on  the 
other,  State  painted,  with  number  of  regiment.  Presented  to  the 
regiment  by  the  ladies  of  Rochester. 

The  Thirteenth  regiment  was  raised  in  Rochester,  under  Col. 
(now  General)  Isaac  F.  Quinby,  in  April,  1861,  and,  with  the 
Twelfth  New  York,  was  the  first  to  pass  through  Baltimore  after 
the  riot  of  April  19,  and  the  attack  upon  the  Sixth  Massachusetts. 
It  participated  in  the  first  battle  at  Bull  Run,  siege  of  Yorktown, 
battles  of  Hanover  Court-house,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Tur- 
key Bend,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  Antietam  (in  reserve), 
Shepardsiown,  and  Fredericksburg.  After  an  honorable  service 
of  two  years,  the  regiment  was  mustered  out,  May  14,  18G3. 


Colors  of  t\iz  Fourteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  much  worn;  staff  gone.  Presented 
to  the  regiment  on  its  departure  for  the  field,  by  Gov.  Morgan,  on 
behalf  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  returned  to  Gov.  Seymour, 
soiled  and  tattered,  but  not  dishonored. 

The  Fourteenth  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany,  from  com- 
panies raised  in  Utiea,  Rome,  Boonville,  Batavia,  Lowville,  and 
Hudson.  It  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  June,  1861,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  in  the  battles  of  New 
Bridge,  Hanover  Court  House,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mills,  Mal- 
vern Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  ShepardstoAvn,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Chancellorsville.  It  has  the  proud  record  that  it  never  had  its 
pickets  driven  in,  and  never  turned  its  back  to  the  enemy  in  battle. 


Colars  of  ehc  Sixteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  faded  and  worn;  with  staff  and  spear- 
head. Presented  to  the  regiment  by  Mrs.  Colonel  Joseph  How- 
land,  at  Camp  Franklin,  near  Alexandria,  in  March,  1862. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  painted  with  shield,  etc..  but 
almost  entirely  destroyed;  stall,  &c.     Presented  to  the  regiment 
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by  Mrs.   Colonel  Joseph   Howl  and,  of  Fisbkill,  N.  Y.,  in  June, 
1861. 

These  flags  have  been  borne  in  eighteen  battles,  skirmishes  and 
reconnoissances,  the  principal  of  which  were  West  Point,  Ya., 
Gaines'  Mills  and  the  six  following  days  of  fighting  and  march- 
ing, Crampton  Gap,  Antietam,  and  1st  and  2d  Fredericksburg. 
At  Gaines'  Mills  the  color-bearers  were  three  times  shot  down, 
and  all  except  one  of  the  color-guard  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  The  regimental  banner  was  in  every  march  and  in 
every  battle  in  which  the  regiment  participated.  It  was  struck 
by  a  ball,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  color-bearer,  and  the  ferule 
indented  so  that  it  could  not  be  moved  on  the  staff.  At  Cramp- 
ton  Gap,  Corporal  Charles  IT.  Conant  was  instantly  killed  by  a 
minic  ball  through  the  head,  while  holding  one  of  the  flairs,  and 
Corporal  Robert  Watson,  of  the  color-guard  was  shot  through  the 
leg.  In  this  action,  the  regiment,  in  charging  upon  the  enemy, 
captured  a  rebel  battle-flag  from  an  Alabama  regiment. 

The  Sixteenth  regiment  was  composed  of  companies  raised  in 
the  counties  of  St.  Lawrence,  Clinton  and  Franklin.  It  left  the 
State  June  29th,  1861.  Upon  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  two 
years,  these  colors  were  presented  to  his  Excellency,  Governor 
Seymour — the  pledge  given  by  the  regiment  to  the  donor,  to 
"  Stand  by,  defend  and  preserve  them/'  having  been  faithfully 
and  honorably  redeemed. 


Colors  of  Uifi  Seventeenth  Regiment,  N.  T.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

x.  National  Flag,  silk;  embroidered  with  number  of  regiment: 
much  worn  ;  spear-head  gone.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by 
eight  lady  friends  of  Col.  II.  S.  Lansing. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  white  silk  ;  painted  on  one  side  with 
arms  of  State  of  New  York,  and  ''Seventeenth  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers,"  and  on  the  other,  with  eagle,  shield  and  num- 
ber of  regiment.  Original  staff,  with  plate  inscribed  :  "Presented 
to  the  Westchester  Chasseurs  by  the  ladies  of  Westchester  county, 
May,  1861." 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  painted  with  arms  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  figures  and  words,  "  17th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.; 
presented  by  the  city  of  New  York."     Original  staff  gone. 
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The  Seventeenth  regiment,  sometimes  known  as  the  "  West- 
chester Chasseurs,"  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the 
spring  of  1861.  It  was  composed  of  four  companies  from  West- 
chester county,  one  from  Rockland,  two  from  New  York,  one 
from  Wayne,  one  from  Wyoming,  and  one  from  Chenango.  It 
left  for  the  seat  of  war  in  June,  1861,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  and  battles  of  Hanover  Court  House  (where  it 
captured  the  first  cannon  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac),  Groveton  (where  it  lost  13  officers  and  250  men 
killed  and  wounded),  Antictam,  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellors- 
ville.  It  was  mustered  out  in  the  spring  of  1863,  after  two  years' 
service — was  immediately  reorganized  for  three  years' service,  and 
took  the  field  in  September,  being  the  first  of  the  thirty-nine  old 
regiments  to  report  for  duty. 


Colors  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  with  inscription:  "  Rally  around  them," 
"  18th  Reg.  N.  Y.  V."  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  lady 
friends  of  Col.  William  A.  Jackson.  Albany,  June  1,  1861,  shortly 
before  departure  for  the  field. 

The  Eighteenth  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany,  from  com- 
panies enlisted  in  Albany,  Schenectady,  Fishkill,  Wallkill,  (Mid- 
dletown),  and  Ogdensburgh.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  first 
Bull  Run,  West  Point,  Gaines'  Mills,  (where  it  lost  180  men  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing),  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  Malvern 
Hill,  Crampton  Pass  (where  it  took  100  prisoners  and  one  battle- 
flag,  and  lost  58  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing),  Antietam, 
first  and  second  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville.  It  lost 
but  15  men  from  sickness,  but  the  casualties  of  war  reduced  its 
ranks  to  425  men.  It  returned  to  the  State  May  16,  1863,  with  a 
most  honorable  record  of  arduous  and  faithful  service. 
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Colors  of  the  Twcnty-flrst  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V 
ONE  FLAG. 


1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;   with  staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  Twenty-first  regiment  by  the 
VOUU2  ladies  of  the  Central  School  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  the 
spring  of  1861.  It  was  carried  by  the  regiment  in  the  following 
battles  :  Rappahannock  Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  Groveton,  sec- 
ond Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and  Frede- 
ricksburg. In  the  second  battle  at  Bull  Run,  five  enlisted  men 
were  killed  and  wounded  while  carrying  it,  and  the  eagle  at  the 
top  of  the  staff  was  shot  off. 

The  Twenty-first,  or  "  First  Buffalo  regiment,"  was  recruited  in 
Buffalo,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  under  Col.  Win.  F.  Rogers.  It  was 
first  attached  to  Gen.  TTadswortlrs  brigade  ;  subsequently  joined 
the  army  under  Gen.  Pope  as  a  part  of  McDowell's  corps;  marched 
through  Maryland,  under  Gen.  Hooker;  and  at  Fredericksburg 
formed  part  of  Reynold's  corps  of  Franklin's  division.  It  lost  64 
men  killed  and  died  of  wounds,  and  had  173  wounded  in  battle. 
Its  original  strength  was  780  officers  and  men,  and  it  received 
about  150  recruits. 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
onp:  tlag. 

1.  National  Flog,  silk;  forty-six  bullet  holes  in  the  flag,  and  on 
the  staff  is  a  break  where  it  was  struck  by  a  shut. 

This  was  the  second  flag  carried  by  the  regiment,  the  first  hav- 
ing been  lost  at  second  Bull  Run,  where  the  regiment  lost  2G6  men 
killed  and  wounded.  It  was  carried  in  the  battles  of  South  Moun- 
tain, Fredericksburg  and  Chanccllorsville. 

The  Twenty-second  regiment  was  principally  from  the  counties 
of  Warren,  Essex  and  Clinton.  It  was  organized  at  Trov,  and 
mustered  into  service  June  6,  1861.  It  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Gainesville,  second  Bull  Run.  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  Groveton,  Fredericksburg  and  Chanccllorsville. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Captain  J.  W.  McCoy — carried 
by  Private  John  White. 


r 
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Colors  of  tlift  Tnenty-foarth  Ilegimcut,  TV.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk,  with  original  stall. 

This  flag  is  inscribed  with  its  own  history.  Upon  one  side, 
"Falmouth,  Rappahannock  Station,  Warrenton  Springs,  Gaines- 
ville, Grove  ton,  2d  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antictain,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Rappahannock  Crossing,  Chancellorsville,"  and  upon 
the  other,  "24th  Regiment,  Iron  Brigade,  1st  Division,  1st  Army 
Corps." 

This  regiment  was  mostly  enlisted  in  the  county  of  Oswego. 
It  was  organized  at  Oswego,  entered  the  field  in  1861,  and  served 
during  the  active  campaign  of  1862.  It  was  mustered  out  in  the 
spring  of  18G3,  after  participating  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 


if 


i 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-tlfth  Regiment,  V.  Y.  S.  V 


ONE  FLAG. 

'  1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  much  worn  and  torn  ;  no  staff. 

The  Twenty-fifth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  under  the  auspices  of  Colonel  James  E.  Kerrigan,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  June  26,  1861.  It 
was  in  the  extreme  advance  at  Yorktown,  April  5,  1862  ;  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  action  at  Hanover,  May  27,  and  in  the  Seven 
Davs'  battles  before  Richmond.      It  was  also  eno-a^ed  at  second 
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Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Shepardstown,  Fredericksburg  and   Chan- 
cellorsville. 


This  flag  was  borne  with  honor  in  the  engagements  named. 


Colors  of  the  Tueuty-slxth  Regiment,  Jf.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting. 

■ 

This  flag  was  carried  by  the  regiment  during  its  entire  term  of 
service.  It  bears  the  marks  of  bullets  and  of  blood.  Five  good 
and  true  men  having  fallen  beneath  its  folds. 

The  Twenty-sixth  regiment  was   raised  by  Col.  Wm,  H.  Chris- 
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tian.  It  was  organized  at  Elraira,  from  companies  recruited  in 
Utica,  Hamilton,  and  Rochester,  and  in  Tioga  county.  It  served 
under  Gen.  Pope,  in  Virginia  ;  under  Gen.  McClcllau,  in  Mary- 
land ;  under  Gen.  Burnside,  at  Fredericksburg  ;  and  under  Gen. 
Hooker,  at  Chancellorsville.  It  was  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, Rappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Groveton,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  At 
Groveton,  about  150  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  at  Antietam,  30  ; 
and  at  Fredericksburg,  162. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Lieut. -Col.  G.  S.  Jennings. 


Colors  cf  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  much  worn. 
The  Twenty-seventh  regiment  received  this  flag,  May  22d,  1861, 

from  Company  G,  and  this  Company  received  it  the  same  day 
from  Mrs.  Philip  Church,  of  Belvidere.  It  was  borne  in  the  bat- 
tles of  first  Bull  Run,  Mechanicsville.  West  Point,  Gaines'  Mills, 
Goldborouglrs  Farm.  Chickahominy,  White  Oak  Creek,  Malvern 
Hill,  Cramptou  Pass,  Antietam,  and  the  first  and  second  battles  of 
Fredericksburg.  The  bearer,  James  W.  Snedeker,  at  Gaines' 
Mills,  was  severely  wounded.  The  flag  has  been  many  times 
struck  by  the  enemy's  shot,  and  the  larger  holes  were  made  by 
fragments  of  shell.  The  star,  in  the  case  appended  to  the  lance, 
was  literally  shot  out  of  the  flag  while  the  regiment  was  storming 
the  heights  of  Fredericksburg,  in  May,  1863.  It  was  contributed 
by  A.  L.  Van  Ness,  of  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  who  was  the  color-bearer 
in  that  assault. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk. 
This  flag  was  presented  to  Company  H,  May  16th,  1861,  by  the 

ladies  of  Mount  Morris,  Livingston  county;  was  returned  by  the 
Company  to  the  donors,  May  21st,  1863,  and  by  the  latter  depos- 
ited in  the  State  archives. 

The  Twenty-seventh  regiment  was  organized  at  Elmira,  from 
companies  raised  in  Rochester,  Binghamton,  Lyons,  Angelica 
Albion  and  Lima,  and  entered  the  field  under  Colonel  Slocum, 
since  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major-General.  Colonel  Bartlett, 
who  succeeded,  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  division. 
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Colors  of  the  Twenty-I^'lit  Uogimeiit,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 


1.  Guidon,  silk. 


At  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  John  Otto  Swan,  of  Medina. 
aged  fifteen  years  (enlisted  as  a  drummer,  and  then  acting  as  a 
marker),  displayed  great  activity  and  energy.  A  soldier  of  Com- 
pany E  was  shot  dead,  when  the  boy  took  this  flag  from  its  staff, 
put  It  in  his  pocket,  adjusted  upon  himself  the  accoutrements  of 
the  dead  soldier,  and  fought  gallantly  in  the  ranks  until,  with 
sixty-five  men  and  three  officers,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  Conceal- 
ing the  flag  under  the  lining  of  his  coat,  he  kept  it  with  him  when 
taken  to  Richmond,  and  managed  to  bring  it  away  unobserved 
when  exchanged  and  sent  home.  The  flag  has  been  deposited  by 
the  lad's  father,  as  an  honorable  memorial  of  the  services  of  a 
patriotic  son. 

The  Twenty-eight  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany,  May  18, 
1861,  from  companies  recruited  atLockport,  Medina,  Canandairma, 
Batavia,  Albion,  Niagara  Falls,  and  Monticello.  Its  first  service 
was  under  General  Patterson,  at  Martinsburg,  Va.,  where  Company 
A  lost  one  man  killed.  Afterwards,  in  the  campaign  under  Gen. 
Banks,  it  was  under  fire  not  less  than  twenty  times,  and  was  in 


the  actions  at  Point  of  Rocks,  first  and  second  Winchester,  and 
Cedar  Mountain.  In  the  latter  engagement  the  regiment  distin- 
guished itself,  and  suffered  heavily,  having  lost  207  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  including  among  the  killed  the  brave  and 
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lamented  Colonel  Dudley  Donnelly.  The  colors  of  the  regiment 
were  lost  in  this  engagement,  after  being  nobly  and  gallantry 
defended  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict  with  greatly  superior  num- 
bers. Eleven  bullet  holes  had  been  made  in  it,  its  staff  shot  near- 
ly off,  and  three  of  its  bearers  mortally  wounded,  when  it  was 
taken  by  the  enemy.  In  the  battle  at  Antietam  the  regiment  won 
a  tribute  to  its  valor,  and  it  continued  to  render  honorable  service 
until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  two  years. 
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Colors  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  Y- 
THREE    FLAGS  AND    TWO    GUIDONS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  much  worn  and  tattered;  the  service 
flag  of  the  regiment.     Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  in  good  condition;  plate  on  staff,  in- 
scribed, :'  29th  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols.,  18G3.  Presented  by  the 
city  of  New  York." 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  painted  arms  of  the  city  of 
New  York  and  inscription,  "  29th  Regiment  N.  Y.  V.  Presented 
by  the  city  of  New  York." 

4.  5.  Guidons,  silk. 

Thirty-three  men  were  killed  while  fighting  under  these  colors. 

The  Twenty-ninth  regiment  was  composed  exclusively  of  Ger- 
mans, and  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York  under  Colonel 
(uow  General)  A.  Von  Steiuwehr.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  first  Bull  Run,  Cross  Keys,  Warrenton,  Sulphur  Springs,  second 
Bull  Run,  and  Chancel lorsville.  It  was  a  part  of  the  First  brig- 
ade, Second  division,  Eleventh  army  corps,  and  during  the  active 
period  of  the  campaign  of  1862,  served  under  Gen.  Fremont,  in 
the  Mountain  Department,  and  in  the  corps  of  Gen.  Sigol,  in  the 
Army  of  Virginia.  It  went  to  the  field  with  745  men  and  returned 
with  339,  at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  two  years. 


Colors  of  the  Thirtieth  Regiment,  IS*.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  original  staff  gone. 

At  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  these  colors  fell,  during  the 
engagement,  in  the  hands  of  ten  different  men  shot  dead  on  the 
field.  Thirty-six  balls  passed  through  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and 
the  staff  was  shot  into  splinters.  Two  hundred  men,  out  of  three 
hundred  and  forty-one,  were  killed  or  wounded;  fourteen,  out  of 
seventeen  line  officers  fell  upon  the  field,  among  whom  was  Col. 
Edward  Frisby,  of  Albany. 

The  Thirtieth  regiment  was  raised  in  the  counties  of  Washing- 
ton, Albany,  Rensselaer,  Saratoga, Warren,  Columbia,  and  Dutchess. 
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It  participated  in  the  battles  of  Falmouth,  Rappahannock  Cross- 
ing, Gainesville,  Groveton,  Bull  Run  (second),  South  Mountain, 
Antictam,  and  Fredericksburg.  At  the  battle  of  Antieiam  only 
forty-nine  officers  and  men  reported  for  duty.  At  the  battle  of 
South  Mountain  it  captured  three  stands  of  colors  from  the  enemy, 
and  at  Antictam  four  of  the  enemy's  (lags  rewarded  its  valor.  It 
left  for  the  field  with  800  men,  which  number  was  increased  to 
1,050  by  recruits.  In  January,  1863,  only  307  men  reported  for 
duty,  making  a  loss  to  the  regiment,  in  killed,  wounded,  discharged 
and  absent,  of  G53. 

Represented  at  presentation  by  Surgeon  F.  L.  R.  Chapin. 


I 
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Colors  cf  the  Thirty-second  Regiment,  K.  T.  S.  V, 


TWO  FLAGS 


1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  with  stall'.  Plate  on  stall  engraved  : 
"Presented  to  the  32d  Reg't,  N.  Y.  S.  Vols.,  June  28th,  1861, 
by  Mrs.  Wm.  Laimbier,  jr." 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  :  painted  with  arms  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  inscribed,  "  32d  Regiment  N.  Y.  V.  Presented 
by  the  city  of  New  York."  Original  staff,  cord  and  tassels. 
About  one  half  of  banner  gone. 

The  national  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  June  28,  1861, 
by  the  lady  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Laimbier,  jr.,  of  New  York  city,  and 
the  banner  by  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1861.  These 
flags  have  been  borne  with  honor  in  seven  battles. 

The  Thirty-second  regiment  was  originally  intended  to  serve 
under  Colonel  Baker,  of  California,  and  for  a  time  was  called  the 
"First  California  regiment."  It  was  organized  on  Staten  Island 
from  companies  enlisted  in  Johnstown,  Amsterdam,  Ithaca,  Tarry- 
town,  and  New  York  city.  It  was  engaged  in  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  West  Point,  Gaines'  Mills,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Charles 
City  Cross  Roads,  second  Bull  Run,  Crampton  Pass,  Antictam, 
Fredericksburg,  and  Chancel lorsville.  During  its  two  years'  of 
service  the  regiment  lost  3-1  killed  and  127  wounded  in  action. 
Its  colonel,  Roderick  Matheson,  and  its  major,  Charles  ITubbs, 
were  mortally  wounded  at  Crampton  Pass,  where  the  regiment 
charged  the  enemy,  and  assisted  in  driving  them  up  and  over  the 
mountain  with. heavy  loss. 
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Colors  of  lbc  Thirty-fourth  Regiment,  BT,  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting  ;  staff  gone. 

The  Thirty-fourth  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany  in  May, 
1861.  Five  of  the  companies  were  enrolled  in  Herkimer  county, 
two  in  Steuben,  one  in  Clinton,  one  in  Essex,  and  one  in  West 
Troy  (Albany  county).  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  June  15th,  and,  soon  after  being  sent  to  the  seat  of 
war,  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Maryland,  on  the  Upper  Potomac. 
It  participated  in  seventceen  battles  and  in  numerous  skirmishes  ; 
among  the  former,  Ball's  Bluff,  siege  of  Yorktown,  West  Point, 
Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Pines,  Peach  Orchard  Station,  Savage's  Station, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam,  Ashby's  Gap  and  Fredericksburg.  v  It  never  failed  in 
duty  to  its  country  or  in  devotion  to  its  flag. 


Colors  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  Jf.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  richly  embroidered  with  the  State 
arms  and  motto,  and  inscribed,  "  Jefferson  County,  35th  Re- 
giment N.  Y.  S.  V."  "The  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
Enforcement  of  the  Laws." 

2.  National  Flay,  silk;  worn. 

The  regimental  banner  was  obtained  by  subscription  on  the  port 
of  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  The  national  flag  was  purchased 
by  lions.  A.  W.  Clark  and  C.  B.  Hoard  and  others.  They  were 
borne  by  the  regiment  in  the  following  engagements  :  Rappahan- 
nock. White  Sulphur  Springs,  Groveton.  second  Bull  Run,  Chan- 
tilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and  Fredericksburg. 

Six  companies  of  the  Thirty-fifth  regiment  were  from  Jefferson 
county,  one  from  Lewis,  one  from  Madison,  one  from  Chemung 
and  Steuben,  and  one  from  New  York,  Erie  county  and  Elmira. 
It  was  mustered  into  service  July  7,  1861,  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell,  and  served  under  Brig- 
adier-General James  S.  Wadsworth  from  September,  1861,  to 
March,  1862. 


I 
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Colors  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  ft\  Y.  S.  V. 

SIX  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  with  original  staff.  Presented  to 
the  regiment  in  Jul}',  1861. 

In  camp  or  bivouac,  this  flag  was  always  placed  on  the  color- 
line  in  front  of  the  colonel's  tent.  It  was  in  the  following  battles, 
viz  :  first  Bull  Run  (in  reserve),  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Glen- 
dale,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantiily,  Fredericksburg, 
and  Chancellorsville,  and  in  several  skirmishes  before  Yorktown 
and  Richmond  in  1862. 

2.  Brigade  Battle-Flag  (red,  white  and  red),  bunting,  with  the 
number  (1)  in  the  centre  to  designate  both  the  brigade  and  the 
ranking  regiment  of  the  brigade.  Received  at  Hampton,  Ya., 
April,  1862.  * 

This  Hag  was  also  placed  in  front  of  the  colonel's  quarters.  It 
was  in  the  battles  already  named  except  first  Bull  Run. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk. 

The  regiment  received  a  new  stand  of  colors  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  February,  1863,  comprising  a  national  flag,  regi- 
mental banner,  and  two  guidons.  The  national  flag  belonging  to 
this  stand  was  lost  at  Chancellorsville  during  the  murderous  mid- 
night  engagement  between  the  Third  corps  and  Stonewall  Jack- 
son's  division,  in  which  Jackson  received  his  death  wound.  It 
was  removed  from  the  staff  by  Lloyd,  the  bearer,  and  wrapped 
around  his  body,  as  it  was  liable  to  be  torn  in  passing  the  tangled 
brush  through  which  he  was  obliged  to  creep.  This  brave  and 
intelligent  soldier  was  killed,  and  his  body  was  buried  without 
suspecting  that  the  flag  was  wrapped  around  his  person  under  his 
coat.  Repeated  efforts  were  made  to  find  his  grave,  but  without 
success.     This  flag  replaced  the  original. 

4.  Regimental  Banner,  green  silk;  emblazoned  with  harp  and 
Shamrock,  and  the  inscriptions  :  "  37th  Regiment  Irish  Rifles,  N. 
Y.  Volunteers."  "  The  first  Regiment  of  Irish  volunteers  in  the 
field."  »  Williamsburgh,"  "Fair  Oaks/7  «  Glendale,"  "  Malvern 
Hill,"  "  Fredericksburg."  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the 
city  of  New  York,  February,  1863. 

This  banner  was  with  the  regiment  at  Chancellorsville. 
o,  6.   Guidons-,  blue  silk.     Presented  to  the   regiment   by  the 
city  of  New  York,  February,  1863. 
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The  Thirty-seventh  regiment  was  raised  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and,  as  already  stated,  was  the  first  regiment  of  Irish  vol- 
unteers in  the  field.  It  was  mustered  out  in  18G3,  after  an  hon- 
orable service  of  two  years. 


Colors  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment,  JT.  Y.  S<  V. 
TWO    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk:  emblazoned  with  arms  of  the 
city  of  New  York  and  "38th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Volunteers.  Pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York." 

These  colors  were  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  citizens  and 
the  city  of  New  York.  They  were  not  received  by  the  regiment 
until  after  its  engagement  in  the  battle  of  firstJ3ull  Run,  but  were 
borne  in  all  its  subsequent  services. 

The  Thirty-eighth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  spring  of  1861,  and  was  known  as  the  "  Second  Regi- 
ment Scott  Life  Guard."  It  was  composed  of  seven  companies 
from  New  York  cit}r,  one  company  from  liorseheads,  one  from 
Geneva  and  one  from  Elizabethtown.  It  participated  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Charles  City  Cross 
Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  It  left  New  York  with  829 
men,  and  returned  with  279,  and  during  its  term  of  service 
traveled  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  miles,  principally  in  the 
State  of  Virginia. 


Colors  of  the  Fortieth  liogiracat,  IC.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  much  worn  ;   original  staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  July  3d,  1861,  at  Yon- 
kers,  N.  Y.,  by  Hon.  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  of  New  York,  on 
behalf  of  the  Union  Defense  Committee.  It  was  borne  in  the 
sieges  of  Yorktown  and  Richmond,  (18 G2),  and  in  the  battles  of 
Williamsburg,    Fair  Oaks,  Robinson's  Field,   Glendale,    White 
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Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  Hay  Market,  Bull  Run  (second),  and 
Chantilly,  besides  several  skirmishes.  Color-Sergeant  Joseph  Con- 
roy  carried  this  flag  into  action  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  was  killed  on 
that  field.  Color-Corporal  Charles  Boyle  then  took  the  colors  ; 
was  wounded  and  ordered  to  the  rear  ;  refused  to  go,  and  was 
killed  soon  after.  Color-Corporal  George  Miller  bore  it  at  Robin- 
son's Field,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Hay  Market,  Bull  Run  and 
Chantilly.  He  died  of  disease.  Color-Corporal  Alfred  Conklin 
carried  it  at  Williamsburirh,  Fair  Oaks  and  Malvern  Hill.    He  died 

of  disease  at  Harrison's  Landing.    Color-Corporal  Edwin  Howard 

... 
carried  it  at  Bull  Run  and  Chantilly  ;  was  distinguished  in  all  the 

battles  of  the  regiment,  and  wounded  at  Fredericksburg.  Color- 
Corporal  Oliver  P.  Bisbing  carried  it  at  Williamsburg  and  Fair 
Oaks,  and  was  killed  in  the  last  named  battle.  Color-Corporal 
John  Brundage  carried  it  at  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Glendale, 
Malvern  Hill  and  Bull  Run,  and  was  killed  in  the  latter  battle. 
Private  Joseph  Browne  carried  it  at  Hay  Market,  Bull  Run,  and 
Chantilly  ;  was  distinguished  in  eight  engagements,  and  was  pro- 
moted color-sergeant.  Color-Corporal  Robert  Grieves  carried  it 
at  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks  and  Malvern  Hill  ;  was  wounded 
and  promoted  at  Fair  Oaks.  Color-Corporal  Thomas  Read  carried 
it  at  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  Bull  Run  and  Chan- 
tilly ;  was  always  distinguished,  and  was  afterwards  killed  at 
Fredericksburg.  Color-Corporal  Thomas  Braslin  carried  it  at 
Fair  Oaks,  and  was  dangerously  wounded.  Color-Corporal  Horatio 
N.  Shepherd  carried  it  at  Malvern  Hill,  Bull  Run  and  Chantilly. 
Color-Corporal  Jacob  D.  Bennett  carried  it  at  Williamsburg. 
Color-Corporal  William  Moyne  carried  it  at  Williamsburg,  Fair 
Oaks  and  Malvern  Hill  ;  and  Color-Corporal  Joel  Slatterly  carried 
it  at  Malvern  Hill,  Bull  Run  and  Chantilly  ;  was  afterwards  badly 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  for- 
tunes of  the  field,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  course  of  this  flag, 
in  the  hands  of  the  color-guard  named,  was  always  foncard. 

The  Fortieth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  April,  1861,  under  the  synonym  "Constitution  Guard. v  It  was 
accepted  by  the  Union  Defense  Committee,  and  its  name  changed 
to  "  Mozart  Regiment."  It  left  for  the  seat  of  war,  July  4,  1861, 
with  about  1,000  men,  splendidly  armed  and  equipped,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  etc.  It  subsequently  absorbed,  by  consolida- 
tion, the  Fifty-fifth,  Fighty-seventh  and  One  Hundred  and  First 
regiments,  and  the  three  years   men  of   the  Thirtv-sevcnth  and 


^88  Fifth  Annual  Rep  opt  of  the 

Thirty-eighth.  It  was  one  of  the  fighting  regiments  of  the  war  ; 
bears  on  its  record,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Days'  bat- 
tles, Bull  Run  (second),  Chantiliy,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Orange  Grove  and  Kelly's  Ford  ;  was 
honorably  mentioned  by  McClellan,  Heintzelman,  Porter,  Kear- 
ney, Sedgwick,  Pope,  Burnside,  Birney,  Berry,  Hooker  and  Ward, 
and  scaled  its  devotion  to  the  nation  whose  emblem  it  carried,  by 
the  loss  of  936  men  in  battle. 


Colors  of  tltc  Forty-third  Ue^inioiit,  ft.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting. 
*  This  flag  was  obtained  from  the  General  Government,  and  was 
carried  by  the  regiment  until  about  the  middle  of  September, 
1862,  when  it  gave  place  to  a  silk  flag  presented  by  the  ladies  of 
the  city  of  -New  York.  The  new  flag  was  carried  until  the  6th  of 
May,  1864,  when,  with  its  bearer,  Sergeant  Hackett,  it  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.  Sergeant  Hackett  concealed  the  colors  on 
his  person,  and,  after  his  death  in  Andcrsonville  prison,  they  were 
buried  with  his  body.  In  July,  1864,  the  regiment  was  presented 
by  the  Albany  Burgesses  Corps  with  a  flag  and  guidons,  which 
were  carried  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  Forty-third  regiment  was  recruited  in  the  counties  of 
Albany,  Montgomery,  Washington  and  Otsego,  and  in  New  York 
city.  It  left  Albany  September  16,  1861,  under  command  of  Col. 
(afterwards  Brig. -Gen.)  Francis  L.  Vinton  ;  arrived  in  the  field 
September  21,  1861,  and  from  that  time  until  it  was  mustered  out 
was  constantly  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  skirmishing,  reconnoitcr- 
ing  and  taking  part  in  all  the  great  events  of  the  Avar.  It  went 
out  with  706  men,  and  with  the  recruits  which  it  subsequently 
received  (including  rive  companies  recruited  for  it. at  the  close  of 
the  Peninsula  campaign  in  1862),  had  a  roll  of  2,327,  It  returned 
with  201  men  and  13  officers.  It  was  first  assigned  to  Gen.  Han- 
cock's brigade,  in  which  it  served  until  February,  1863,  when  it 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  five  regiments,  distinguished  for  dash 
and  courage,  to  form  a  light  division  in  the  Sixth  army  corps.  It 
served  in  this  division  at  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Church  and 
Banks'  Ford,  and  was  the  first  regiment  that  planted  its  colors  on 
the   enemy's  works  on  Marye's  Heights.     After  the  Chancellors- 


— . 


Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics, 


189 


II 


II 


villc  campaign  the  light  division  was  discontinued,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Third  brigade,  Second  division,  Sixth 
corps,  in  which  it  subsequently  served,  It  was  mustered  out 
June  27,  IS  Go,  with  the  following  battles,  actions  and  sieges 
inscribed  on  its  banners  :  Lee's  Mills,  April  29,  18G2  ;  Warwick 
Creek,  April  30,  1862;  siege  of  Yorktown,  18G2 ;  Golding's 
Farm,  June  27,  1862;  Seven  Days'  battles,  18G2;  Antietam,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  December  12,  13,  14,  18G2  ; 
Marye's  Heights,  May  3,  1863  ;  Salem  Church,  May  3,  4,  1863  ; 
Banks'  Ford,  May  4,  1863  ;  Fredericksburg,  June  5,  1863  ;  Get- 
tysburg, July  2,  3,  1863  ;  Rappahannock  Station,  November  7, 
1863  ;  Locust  Grove,  November  27,  1863  ;  Mine  Run,  November 
29,1863;  Wilderness,  May  5,  6,  1864;  Spottsylvania,  May  10, 
12,  18,  1864  ;  North  Anna,  May  23,  1864  ;  Coal  Harbor,  June  1, 
2,  3,  1861  ;  Petersburg,  June  IS,  28,  1864  ;  Fort  Stevens,  D.  C, 
July  12,  1864;  Charlestown,  August  21,  1864;  Opequan,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1864;  Fisher's  Hill,  September  22,  1864  ;  Cedar  Creek, 
October  19,  1864  ;  Petersburg,  March  25,  1865  ;  Petersburg, 
April  2,  1865  ;  Sailor's  Creek,  April  6,  1865  ;  surrender  of  Lee, 
April  9,  1865. 


in    gilt 


Colors  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 

t 

TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  faded,  and  ragged;  letters  and  words 
P.    E.    E.    44th    Peg.    N.  Y    V."       The    follow- 

ing  inscription  is  engraved  on  the  plate  attached  to  the  staff: 
"Presented  by  Mrs.  Erastus  Corning,  Albany,  Oct.  21,  1861; 
returned  to  the  donor,  Jan.,  1863,  in  exchange  for  a  new  flag,  and 
by  her  deposited  in  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics." 

This  nag  was  borne  by  the  regiment  in  all  its  engagements  up 
to  January,  1863,  viz. :  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House,* 
Gaines'  Mills,  Turkey  Island  Bend,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull 
Run,  Antietam  (in  reserve),  Shepardstown  Ford,  and  Fredericks- 
burg. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;   much  worn.     Presented  by  Mrs.  Erastus 


*  At  the  battle  of  Hanover  Court  llouso,  May  27,  1862,  Corporal  James  Young,  of 
Company  F,  twice  raised  tho  fallen  flag  of  the  regiment,  which  bad  been  shot  dowu  by 
the  terrible  cross-firo  which  swept  the  field.  lie  fell  pierced  by  a  rifle  ball  in  tho  head 
while  waving  his  hat  and  shoutiDg  defiance  to  the  enemy. 
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Corning,  January,  1863,  in  exchange  for  the  original  flag  of  the 
regiment,  and  deposited  by  her  in  the  Bureau. 

This  ilae:  was  carried  by  the  regiment  in  all  its  engagements 
during  the  years  18(33  and  18G i,  and  was  brought  home  by  it  in 
October  of  the  latter  year.  In  the  action  at  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  about  eighteen  inches  of  the  staff  was  taken  off  and  also 
the  eagle  and  top  of  staff,  by  shot. 

The  Forty-fourth  regiment  was  organized  by  the  Ellsworth 
Association  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  was  composed  of  representa- 
tives from  different  towns,  villages  and  cities.  It  was  mustered 
into  service  September  24,  1861,  and  served  in  the  following 
engagements,  viz.:  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House, 
Gaines'  Mills,  Turkey  Island  Bend,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull 
Run  or  Groveton,  Antietara,  Fredericksburg.  Chancellorsville, 
Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Jones'  Cross  Roads,  Rappahannock  Station, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna, 
Bethesda  Church,  and  through  the  series  of  battles  and  skirmishes 
before  Petersburg!*  and  on  the  Wei  don  railroad,  up  to  September 
24,  1864. 

The  heroic  General  Rice,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  went  out  as  lieut.-coloncl  of  this  regiment,  and 
General  Chapin,  who  was  killed  at  Port  Hudson,  was  its  original 
senior  captain. 


Colors  of  the  Icrty-siith  Hegimeiit,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  bears  the  following  inscription  on  the 
staff:  "Presented  to  the  46th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Viele's 
brigade,  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Yiele,  of  the  Union  Defense  Committee, 
New  York,  through  their  commander,  Colonel  Rudolph  Rosa,  Oct. 
12,  1861." 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  with  arms  of  the  city  of  New  York 
painted  upon  each  side.     Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  much  worn.  The  streamers  bear  the 
following  inscriptions:  "  Antictam,  Md.;  Fredericksburg,  Va.; 
East  Tennessee;  second  Bull  Run;  Chantilly,  Va.;  South  Moun- 
tain, Md.;  Port  Royal,  S.  C;  Pulaski,  Ga.;  James  Island,  S.  C." 
Presented  by  the  ladies  of  Washington,  D.  C,  while  the  regiment 


was  encamped  at  Annapolis. 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Militar  y  Sta tistics.  \  9  1 

The  Forty-sixth  regiment  was  organized  in  New  York  city,  by 
Col.  Rudolph  Rosa,  and  left'  the  State  September  16,  1861,  It 
was  in  the  Port  Royal  expedition  in  November,  1861:  served  in 
the  siege  of  Fort  Pulaski;  was  transferred  from  the  Department 
of  the  South  July,  1862,  to  I  lie  army  under  Gen.  Pope;  was  in 
engagements,  viz.  :  Silver  Spring,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly, 
Fairfax  Court  House,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and  Fredericks- 
burg; from  thence  transferred  to  Kentucky,  and  served  under 
Gen.  Grunt  at  Vicksburg;  thence  to  Gen.  Burnsidc's  command,  in 
the  operations  around  Knox vi lie,  until  dato  of  re-enlistment  and 
muster  out. 

At  Jackson,  Miss.,  the  regiment  captured  a  large  Texas  flag; 
red,  white  and  blue  bars,  and  large  white  star  in  iield,  which  has 
also  been  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  State. 

Represented  on  presentation  by  Colonel  G.  W.  Travels. 


Colors  cf  the  Forfjr-cig'uth  EcgUaeat,  X.  T.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  completely  riddled;  part  of  original 
staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  Mrs.  General  Viele, 
October,  1861,  at  Annapolis,  Md.  It  was  in  a  shower  of  bullets 
for  three  hours,  and  completely  riddled.  Part  of  the  staff  was 
shot  away  at  Fort  Wagner.  It  was  borne  in  action  at  Port  Royal 
Ferry  (January  1,  1862),  Pocataligo  (October  22,  1SG2),  Morris 
Island  (July  10,  1863),  and  Fort  Wagner  (July  18,  1863).  Of  its 
bearers,  Sergeant  George  G.  Sparks  was  wounded  and  transferred 
to  Invalid  Corps;  Corporal  George  Vredenberg  was  wounded  and 
discharged;  Corporal  James  W.  Dunn  was  wounded,  promoted 
captain,  and  killed  at  Fort  Fisher;  Corporal  Alonzo  Hillikcr  was 
killed;  Corporal  Alexander  Hyers  was  killed,  and  Corporal  Sid- 
ney Wad  hams  was  killed. 

The  Forty-eighth  was  Colonel  Perry's  regiment,  the  "  Continen- 
tal Guard."  It  was  organized  in  Brooklyn,  and  embraced  volun- 
teers recruited  in  that  city  and  in  Xew  York,  in  Monmouth,  N.J,, 
and  in  towns  and  villages  along  Hudson  river,  the  Frie  railroad, 
&c.  It  left  the  State  September  17,  1861,  and  was  first  assigned 
to  Viele's  brigade.  .  It  was  present  at  tiie  taking  of  Hilton  Head; 
took  part   in  the  battle  of  Port  Royal   Ferry;   built  batteries  on 
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the  Savannah  river  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski;  was  in  bat- 
tle at  Pocataligo,  and  captured  one  of  the  colors  of  the  enemy; 
made  several  raids  during  the  winter  of  18(33-4,  and  destroyed 
extensive  salt  works  &c;  formed  part  of  the  assaulting  force  on 
Morris  Island,  where  it  lost  53  in  killed  and  wounded;  and  in  the 
assault  on  Fort  Wagner,  where  it  lost  13  officers  and  230  men  in 
killed  and  wounded;  in  the  battle  of  Olustee,  where  it  lost  two 
officers  and  212  men  in  killed  and  wounded;  joined  the  Army  of 
the  James  in  May,  1864,  and  was  in  the  following  engagements, 
viz  :  Chester  Hill  (lost  39  men),  Drury's  Bluff  (lost  3  officers  and 
76  men),  Cold  Harbor  (lost  6  officers  and  75  men),  Petersburg 
(lost  1  officer  and  20  men),  Mine  explosion  (lost  2  officers  and 
27  men),  August  14th  (lost  1  officer  and  3  men),  August  16th 
(lost  4  officers  and  50  men),  Chapin's  Farm  (lost  1  officer  and  2 
men),  Fort  Fisher  (lost  3  officers  and  11  men),  Wilmington 
(lost  1  officer  and  15  men).  It  took  the  field  with  910  men,  and 
received  1,008  recruits.  In  the  winter  of  1864-5,  350  men 
re-enlisted  as  veteran  volunteers.     ■ 


Colors  of  tht  Forty-nliith  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  staff  gone. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  Forty-ninth  regiment  by  Gov- 
•nor  Morgan,  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  September, 
1861.  It  was  used  for  a  few  months  (in  skirmish  at  Lewinsville, 
October  14,  18(31),  until  the  presentation  of  a  silk  banner  to  the 
regiment  by  the  ladies  of  Buffalo,  in  the  spring  of  1SG2,  when  it 
was  laid  aside.  In  September,  186-1,  the  original  officers  and  pri- 
vates (98  in  number),  were  mustered  out  and  took  the  silk  color 
with  them.  The  re-enlisted  veterans  and  the  recruits  were  then 
organized  as  a  battalion,  and  a  pole  was  cut  and  the  old  bunting 
again  raised.  Two  days  after,  it  was  in  the  battle  of  Opequan 
(September  19),  at  Fisher's  Hill  (September  21,  '22),  and  at  Cedar 
Creek  (October  19).  In  December,  the  battalion  returned  with 
the  corps  (Sixth)  to  Petersburg,  was  engaged  (March  25th  and 
27th)  at  Fort  Fisher,  near  Petersburg;  formed  the  center  of  the 
assaulting  column  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  planted  this  flag,  uthe 
first  Union  color. on  the  South  Side  road."  The  battalion  followed 
General  Lee  to  Clover  Hill,  then  returned  to  Burkesville  Junction, 


ernor 


■ 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Mil  it  ah  y  St  a  tistics.         \  9  3 

where  this  flag  was  replaced  by  a  new  regimental  banner.  Eighty- 
five  officers  and  men  were  killed  or  wounded  under  this  flag, 
including  Colonel  E.  D.  Holt,  who  was  wounded  April  2d  and 
died  the  7th. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  worn  ;  original  staff  with  plate  in- 
scribed with  nanus  of  presentors — Mrs.  Abbey  P.  Heacock,  Hon. 
Wm.  G.  Fargo  and  eighteen  others. 

This  was  the  battle-fir..,  of  the  regiment  from  the  spring  of 
1802  until  October,  1864,  when  the  regiment  was  mustered  out. 
It  was  borne  in  the  folio  wins:  engagements,  viz  :  "Watt's  Creek, 
Young's  Mills,  AYyndi  Mills,  siege  of  Yorktown,  Mcchanicsville, 
Garnett's  Farm,  Golden's  Farm,  Savage's  Station,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  first  Fredericksburg,  Marye's  Heights,  Salem  Heights,  skir- 
mishes of  June  5th  and  6th,  Gettysburg,  Fairfield,  Funckstown, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness  (two),  Spottsylva- 
nia,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Gurley's  House,  Fort 
Stevens  (Washington),  Charlestown  and  Opequan  Creek. 

The  Forty-ninth  regiment  was  organized  at  Buffalo,  in  the  fall 
of  18 61,  under  the  command  of  Col.  (afterwards  Brig.-Gen.)  D.  D. 
Bidwell.  Companies  B,  D,  E  and  F  were  raised  in  Erie  county  ; 
companies  A,  G,  I  and  K  in  Chautauqua  county  ;  company  C  in 
Westchester,  and  company  H  in  Niagara.  It  was  brigaded  in  the 
Third  brigade,  of  Smith's  division,  afterwards  Second  division  of 
Sixth  army  corps.  It  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until 
July  9th,  1864,  when  it  went  with  the  Sixth  corps  to  the  defence 
of  Washington,  and  to  the  field  under  Sheridan. 


Colors  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 


ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  faded  ;  half  gone  ;  rent  by  bullets  and 
shell. 

The  Fifty-seventh  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  left  for  Washington  November  2Sth 
of  that  year.  Dunns  the  year  1802  it  was  engaged  in  the  follow- 
ing  actions,  viz  :  Cedar  Run,  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines'  Mills,  Savage's 
Station,  Peach  Orchard,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg,  and  in  subsequent  active  service. 
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Colors  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Begiment,  3f.  T.  S.  V, 


TEN   FLAGS. 


1.  National  Flag,  silk;  much  worn;  original  staff  gone.  Pre- 
sented to  the  regiment  by  ex-Mayor  Kingslaiul,  on  behalf  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  Oct.,  1861. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;   worn  and  faded:  original  staff. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  worn;  original  staff.  Presented  to  the 
regiment  by  the  city  of  New  York,  April,  1863. 

4.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  emblazoned  with  arms  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  number  of  regiment,  &c.  Presented  to  the 
regiment  by  the  city  of  New  York,  October,  1863. 

5.  6.  Guidons  (two),  blue  silk;  emblazoned  with  arms  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  city  of 
New  York,  April,  1863. 

7.  National  Flag,  silk;  original  staff. 

8.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  emblazoned  with  arms  of  the 
State  of  New  York;   original  staff. 

9.  10.  Guidons  (two),  bunting;   original  staff. 

The  Fifty-ninth  regiment  lias  returned  three  series  of  flags. 
Flags  1  and  2  were  carried  in  all  the  battles  and  skirmishes  in 
which  the  regiment  participated,  up  to  and  including  Gettysburg 
(July  3,  1863),  where  seven  of  the  eight  color-corporals  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  Out  of  twenty-one  officers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  thirteen  officers  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners  at  Antietam. 

In  the  charge  on  Marye's  Heights,  a  shell  from  the  enemy  ex- 
ploded  directly  over  the  second  series  of  colors,  shattered  the  top 
of  the  staff  of  the  regimental  banner,  and  tore  both  flags  (3  and 
4)  into  shreds.  The  guidons  were  only  used  on  dress  parades  and 
drills. 

The  flags  of  the  third  scries  were  presented  to  the  regiment  by 
Col.  Win.  A.  Olmsted,  November,  1864.  They  have  not  been 
much  worn,  although  marked  by  bullets  received  in  the  siege  of 
Petersburg,  and  in  the  numerous  engagements  which  eventuated 
in  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee. 

The  Fifty-ninth  was  originally  a  mixed  regiment,  composed  in 
part  of  recruits  enlisted  in  New  York  city,  in  Jefferson,  Lewis, 
Putnam,  and  Westchester  counties,  and  in  Ohio.     It  was. organ- 
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:'ze<]  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  October,  1861,  and  left  the  State 
is  November  of  that  year.  It  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  command 
in  the  spring  of  1864.  By  general  orders  the  regiment  is  entitled 
to  have  the  following  named  battles  inscribed  on  its  colors  and 
mndons,  viz.:  Blackburn's  Ford,  first  Bull  Run,  Ball's  Bluff,  York- 
town,  West  Point,  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station, 
Nelson's  Farm,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  second 
Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bristow  Station.,  Mine  Run,  Morton's  Ford, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania.  Po  River,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Ream's  Station, 
Jerusalem  Plank  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Armstrong's  Mills,  Dab 
ney's  Mills,  Amelia  Court  House,  High  Bridge,  Farmville.  sur 
render  of  Lee  and  his  army  at  Appomattox  Court  House. 
I 


Colors  of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment,  N.  T.  S.  V. 

TWO  FL,\GS- 

1.  Regimental  banner,  blue  silk;  painted  arms  State  of  New 
York,  with  Washington's  headquarters  (Newburgh),  and  other 
Hudson  river  views  in  buck  ground  ;  inscribed.  ".60th  Reg't, 
N.  Y.  S.  V."  The  words  "Jehovah  Nisi"  (the  Lord  our  ban- 
ner) embroidered;  original  staff,  spear-head  gone. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  faded;   worn, 

Flag  No.  2,  was  borne  at  Chancellorsville,  in  which  battle  the 
regiment  lost  eleven  killed  and  fifty  wounded  and  missing;  at 
Gettysburg,  where  the  regiment  lost  thirteen  killed  and  thirty- 
seven  wounded,  and  had  the  honor  of  capturing  two  rebel  battle- 
iiags  (one  belonging  to  Jones'  brigade)  and  fifty-six  prisoners;  and 
in  the  battles  of  Chattanooga,  viz.:  Lookout  Mountain,  where  the 
regiment  lost  live  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded  (among  the  lat- 
ter Major  W.  M.  Thomas,  severely),  and  captured  Gen.  Walthal's 
sword,  his  brigade  battle-Hag,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  two 
hundred  prisoners;  Missionary  Ridge,  Peaviue  Creek,  and  Ring- 
gold. At  the  latter  place  the  regiment  lost  four  killed  and  thir- 
teen wounded.  At  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Sergeant 
Leahy,  who  bore  it,  being  twice  hit,  fell  to  the  ground.  Sergeant 
Buck  sprang  forward  and  seized  it,  and  with  a  coolness  and  bravery 
undisturbed  by  the  whiz  of  bullets,  steadily  bore  it  in  advance  of 
the  regiment,  and  planted  it  at  last  on  that  part  of  the  mountain 
where  the  enemy  had  boasted  that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  should 


\  9  Q  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the 

never  wave  again.  He  has  since  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain. 

The  Sixtieth  regiment  was  raised  in  St.  Lawrence,  Franklin  and 
Clinton  counties,  and  is  known  as  the  u  St.  Lawrence  County  Regi- 
ment."  It  left  Ogdensburgh  November  1st,  and  the  State  Novem- 
ber 4th,  1861,  and  was  on  duty  at  Baltimore,  Harper's  Ferry, 
Shenandoah  Valley,  and  other  points  until  September,  1862,  when 
it  participated  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  suffered  severe  loss 
in  the  death  of  Colonel  Win.  B.  Goodrich.  It  remained  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  25th  September,  18G3,  when  it 
was  transferred,  with  the  Twelfth  army  corps,  to  the  department 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  participated  in  the  battles  above  mention- 
ed. It  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  command,  December  24,  1863,  and 
under  General  Sherman  participated  in  the  battles  of  Eesaca, 
Mt.  Hope  Church  (where  it  lost  eight  killed  and  fifty-two  wound- 
ed), and  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  was  the  first  regiment  to  plant  its 
banner  over  the  court  house  at  Atlanta,  contesting  for  that  honor 
in  a  race  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers. At  Chancellorsville,  it  was  commanded  by  Lieut-Colonel 
J.  A.  C.  O.  Kediugton;  in  all  the  subsequent  battles  mentioned, 
by  Colonel  Abel  Godard.  During  the  march  from  Atlanta  to 
Savannah,  it  was  commanded  by  Major  Thomas  Elliott,  which 
latter  place  it  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter,  belonging  as  it  did  to 
the  Third  brigade  of  the  Second  division  of  the  Twentieth  army 
corps.  It  is  at  the  present  time  commanded  by  Licut.-Colonel 
Lester  S.  Willson,  who  has  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  for  sol- 
diery conduct  and  gallantry. 

Represented  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Lester  S.  Willson. 


Colors  of  the  Sixty-first  Regiment,  X,  Y.  S.  V. 
FIVE  FLAGS. 

1.  jSrational  Flag,  silk;  with  piece  of  original  broken  staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  1861.  It  was  in  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks, 
Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Charles  City 
Cross  Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Charlcstown.  Snickers  Gap, 
and  Fredericksburg.  At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  the  color-bearer 
and  four  of  the  color-iruard  were  killed.     At  Antietam,  the  color- 
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bearer,  Frank  Aidrich,  was  killed,  and  flag-staff  shot  in  three 
pieces. 

2.  National  Flay,  silk;  with  original  staff. 
This  flag  was   presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  city  of  New 

York,  in  1861.  It  was  used  as  the  parade  flag  until  the  Peninsula 
campaign,  when  it  was  laid  aside.  In  the  spring  of  1863,  it  was 
brought  into  service,  and  was  carried  through  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Bristow  Station,  and  Mine  Run. 
At  Gettysburg,  the  color-bearer  and  two  of  the  color  guard  were 
wounded. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  field  all  gone  and  three-fourths  of 
stripes. 

This  flag  was  carried  by  the  regiment  during  the  campaign  of 
1864,  and  waved  triumphantly  over  the  bloody  fields  of  Wilder- 
ness, Todd's  Tavern,  Po  River,  Cobbany  Bridge,  Tolopotamy 
Creek,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg  (three),  Deep  Bottom  (two), 
White's  Tavern,  Spottsylvania,  South  Anna,  Reams'  Station. 

4.  National  Flan,  silk;  original  staff.  Inscribed  on  plate, 
u61stReg't  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  1863.  Presented  by  the  city  of  New 
York." 

5.  Regimental  banner,  blue  silk,  emblazoned  with  arms  and 
motto  of  the  United  States,  and.  "  61st  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment, 
Infantry."     Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

These  flags  were  in  every  action  in  which  the  Second  corps  took 
part  from  October,  1864.  They  were  first  unfurled  on  the  ram- 
parts of  Fort  McGilvery,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  from  thence 
in  the  following  engagements :  Hatchers  Run,  Petersburg  to 
March  25th,  Boydtown  Road  (two),  Sutherland's  Plantation,  Sai- 
lor's Creek,  Cumberland  Church,  and  the  surrender  of  Lee.  Dur- 
ing this  campaign,  four  of  the  color  guard  were  disabled  (two 
killed). 

The  Sixty-first  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
October  8,  1861,  by  consolidation  of  the  "First  regiment,  Clinton 
Guard,"  and  the  "  Astor  Regiment."  One  company  was  from 
Albany,  and  one  from  Hamilton,  and  portions  of  several  compa- 
nies were  from  different  parts  of  the  State.  The  majority  of  the 
regiment,  however,  was  recruited  in  New  York.  It  took  part  in 
the  following  actions  :  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard  and  Savage's 
Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  Malvern 
Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Au- 
burn, Bristow  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Todd's  Tavern.  .Po 


1 
1 


:l 


298  Fiftu  Annua  l  Report  of  the 

River,  Cobbany  Bridge,  Tolopotamy  Creek,  Coal  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg (three),  Deep  Bottom  (two),  White's  Tavern,  Spottsylvania, 
South  Anna,  Reams'  Station,  and  the  closing  battles  of  the  war  in 
the  vicinity  of  Richmond.  At  Antietam  it  captured  the  flag  of  a 
Georgia  regiment,  inscribed  "  Williamsburg,"  "  Seven  Pine.-,*' 
and  also  about  three  hundred  prisoners.  It  has  given  to  the 
nation  devoted  service,  and  to  history  a  noble  record  of  its  hon- 
ored dead. 


Colors  of  the  Sixty-third  Uegiment,  ft,  Y.  S.  V, 
THREE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  almost  entirely  destroyed  ;  original 
staff;  inscribed  on  plate,  "G3d  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  18(33.  Pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York." 

2,  3.  Guidons,  blue  silk  ;   "63d"  in  center. 

The  Sixty-third  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  the  fall  of  1861,  from  recruits  raised  in  that  city  and  in  Boston 
and  Albany.  It  was  first  called  the  "Independent  Irish  Regi- 
ment, "  and  subsequently  the  "  Third  Irish  Regiment."  It  arrived 
in  the  field  on  the  1st  of  December,  1861,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Irish  brigade  under  command  of  Gen.  Meagher.  In  the  spring 
of  1862  it  was  made  a  part  of  the  Second  brigade,  First  division, 
Second  army  corps,  and  continued  in  that  position  during  the 
whole  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  has  served  under 
McClellan,  Pope,  Burnside,  Hooker,  Meade  and  Grant ;  has  never 
lost  a  color,  and,  by  general  orders  No.  10  (March  7,  1865),  is 
entitled  to  write  upon  its  banners  the  names  of  twenty -three  bat- 
tles, in  addition  to  those  in  which  it  has  taken  part  since  that  time. 
In  consequence  of  losses  in  the  service,  the  balance  of  all  the  origi- 
nal companies  were  consolidated  into  "A"  and  "  B,"  June  10th, 
•  1863,  and  four  new  companies  were  added  in  1863-4. 

Represented  by  Col.R.  C.  Bentley  and  Capt.  M.  O'Sullivan. 
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Colors  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Regiment,  N.  T.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;   worn;  staff  gone. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  much  worn,  and  field  and  stripes  dis- 
figured and  destroyed ;  name  of  regiment,  &c,  inscribed;  staff 
gone. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk ;  two-thirds  gone ;  arms  of 
State  of  New  York  originally  painted  in  center,  over  which  were 
the  words,  "  64th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vols;"  under  arms  the  words,  "Pre- 
sented by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Cattaraugus  county." 

The  flags  here  presented  have  been  almost  destroyed  in  the 
service.  The  first  was  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  the  battles 
of  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines'  Mills,  Savage's  Station,  Peach  Orchard, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancel lorsvillc,  and  Gettysburg.  The  second  and: 
third  were  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Cattaraugus  county,  and  were  in  actions  at  Gettysburg,  Wil- 
liamsport,  Snicker's  Gap,  Manassas  Gap,  Auburn  Hill,  Bristow 
Station,  Mine  Hun,  Wilderness,  Po  River,  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Tolopotamy,  South  Anna,  Guiney's  Station,  Coal  Harbor, 
Petersburg  (four),  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom  (two),  Reams' 
Station,  and  Hatcher's  Run.  In  each  of  these  engagements  the 
regiment  lost  men  in  killed  or  wounded. 

At  Gettysburg  the  national  color,  No.  1,  was  carried  by  Chaun- 
cey  Mclvoon,  of  Company  B,  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
thigh.  It  was  then  taken  by  Edmund  Stone,  of  Company  D,  who 
was  killed.  It  was  then  raised  by  Sergeant  Blackmore,  who  car- 
ried it  through  the  remainder  of  the  battle.  Thomas  J.  Zibble, 
corporal  of  Company  F,  and  Albert  Empsey,  corporal  of  Company 
E,  were  wounded  in  the  same  battle  while  carrying  the  national 
color  No.  2. 

The  organization  of  the  Sixty-fourth,  or  First  Cattaraugus  regi- 
ment, was  formally  commenced  on  the  16th  of  August,  18 Gl.  It 
was  composed  of  seven  companies  from  Cattaraugus  county,  and 
one  each  from  the  counties  of  Allegany,  Tompkins,  and  Tioga. 
It  left  Elmira  for  Washington,  Dec.  10,  1861;  remained  in  camp 
in  the  vicinity. of  Washington  until  Jan.  7,  1862r  when  it  entered 
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upon  the  campaign  of  (bat  y.ear.  The  engagements  in  which  it  has 
participated  have  been  stated.  In  the  battle  at  Chanccllorsville, 
while  imperfectly  intrenched,  the  regiment  repulsed  three  succes- 
sive charges  by  a  brigade  of  Georgia  troops,  and  captured  a  number 
of  prisoners,  who  were  astonished  to  find  that  they  had  been  repulsed 
and  captured  by  a  single  regiment  of  New  York  men.  In  front 
of  the  intrenchments,  after  the  battle,  120  men  of  the  Sixteenth 
Georgia  were  found  dead  and  were  buried  there,  besides  several 
of  other  regiments.  The  Sixty-fourth  lost  thirty-three  men  in 
killed  and  wounded.  At  Spottsylvania  (May  12),  the  colors  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Virginia  were  captured  by  Sergeant  Marsh,  of 
Company  B. 


Colors  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment,  N.  T.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  inscribed  "  Jackson  llvg't,  N.  Y.  V.;" 
with  original  staff. 

This  flag  was  borne  in  the  battles  of  Stafford  Court  House,  Fair 
Oaks  (June  1st,  12th  and  25th),  Charles  City  Cross  Roads  (June 
29th,  30th),  Malvern  Kill  (July  1st  and  August  4th),  Bristow 
Station,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  Seventy-first  regiment,  or  "Jackson  Light  Infantry,"  was 
the  second  regiment  of  the  "Excelsior  (Sickles')  Brigade."  It 
was  organized  in  New  York  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and  was  com- 
posed of  volunteers  recruited  in  New  York,  Newark  and  Orange, 
N.  J.,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  Olean,  N.  Y.,  Colchester,  Mass.,  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  other  places.  In  bayonet  charges,  in  hand  to  hand 
conflicts,  in  valor  on  the  field  and  in  privations  and  sufferings  in 
trenches  and  in  marches,  this  regiment — as  well  as  the  noble 
brigade  of  which  it  was  a  part — has  a  history  of  the  highest 
honor. 


Colors  of  the  Seveuty-fil'tli  Regiment,  X.  Y,  S,  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National   Flag,    silk;    three-quarters    gone;     original    staff, 
broken  by  bullets-;   original  cord  and  tn-sels. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk:  embroidered    with    coat    of 
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arms  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  n  75th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S. 
V.;'7  original  staff,  cord  and  tassels.  Flag  and  staff  shattered 
and  marked  by  bullets.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies 
of  Auburn. 

"Returned  from  the  field,  shivered,  torn  and  riddled,  but  with 
honor,"  is  the  brief  but  eloquent  record  of  these  flags.  They 
have  never  fallen  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  At  Port  Hudson,  the 
gallant  color-bearer,  who  received  the  national  flag  from  the  ladies 
of  Auburn,  was  killed,  a  bullet  from  the  enemy  piercing  his  heart. 
As  he  fell,  the  colors  were  snatched  from  his  death  grasp  by  a 
corporal,  who  waved  them  in  defiance. 

The  Seventy-tifth  regiment  was  organized  at  Auburn,  N.,  Y., 
November  14th,  1861,  from  volunteers  recruited  principally  in 
Cayuga  and  Onondaga  counties,  and  was  known  as  the  "  Second 
Auburn  Regiment."  It  constituted  a  part  of  the  expedition  sent 
to  Pensacola,  and  occupied  Santa  Rosa  Island  during  the  bom- 
bardment of  Fort  Pickens.  It  was  transferred  to  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  then  under  command  of  General  Butler,  and  served 
in  several  important  expeditions.  It  formed  part  of  General 
WeitzcF'S  brigade  on  the  Red  River  and  before  Port  Hudson,  and 
was  the  first  regiment  to  enter  the  latter  place  after  its  surrender 
to  General  Banks.  On  the  Sabine  Pass  expedition,  two  compa- 
nies (B  and  G),  acting  as  sharpshooters,  were  captured  on  board 
the  gunboat  Clifton,  when  she  grounded  in  front  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries. On  its  return  to  New  .Orleans  it  was  converted  into 
mounted  infantry  and  took  part  in  the  second  expedition  through 
Northern  Louisiana.  It  re-enlisted  January  1st,  1864,  as  veteran 
cavalry,  to  seivc  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Colors  of  tiie  Seventy-sixth  Regiment,  W.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  in  tatters  ;  original  staff  gone. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  on  the  steps  of  the 
Capitol  in  Albany,  on  its  departure  for  the  field,  by  Mrs.  Samuel 
Campbell,  of  New  York  Mills,  Oneida  county,  with  public  cere- 
monies. It  was  carried  until  December,  18G3,  during  which  time 
it  was  borne  in  the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station,  vVarrentnn, 
Sulphur  Springs,  Gainesville,  second  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam,  Uppcrville,  first    and  second  Fredericksburg,    Chancel- 
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lorsville,  Gettysburg  and  Mine  Run.  It  received  fifteen  musket- 
balls  and  one  twelve-pound  shot  through  it  in  action.  The  color- 
bearer,  Sergeant  Champ,  was  killed  at  South  Mountain.  At  Get- 
tysburg, the  color-bearer  was  wounded  just  as  the  regiment  \v:is 
fulling  back,  and  came  near  being  captured,  but  was  rescued  by 
Private  John  Stephens,  of  Company  II,  who  left  the  ranks  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  recovered  the  flag  in  safety. 

In  the  campaign  of  1864-5,  it  was  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Fifth 
corps.  About  100  men  re-enlisted  in  January,  1864,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  made  up  by  transfers  and  conscripts,  having  had  over 
2,000  names  on  its  rolls.  In  January,  1865,  its  veterans  were 
consolidated  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh,  and  subse- 
quently with  the  Ninety-first,  and  came  home  with  the  latter  regi- 
ment. 

The  organization  of  the  Seventy-sixth  or  "Cortland  Regiment," 
was  commenced  at  Cortland  village,  N.  Y.,  and  embraced  volun- 
teers from  the  counties  of  Cortland,  Tompkins,  Tioga  and  Madison. 
Its  headquarters  were  removed  to  Albany,  Dec.  ltith,  1861,  where 
two  of  its  companies  were  transferred  to  other  organizations, 
and  the  balance  consolidated  with  volunteers  for  the  Thirty-ninth 
Otsego  or  Cherry  Valley  regiment,  raised  in  the  counties  of  Otsego, 
Chenango  and  Schoharie.  It  left  Albany,  January  17th,  1862, 
but  did  not  enter  into  active  service  in  the  field  until  Auirust  9th, 
when  it  joined  the  forces  under  General  Pope  at  Culpepper  Court 
House.  The  battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  emranecl,  up  to 
the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1863,  we  stated  above. 

Represented  by  Captain  Ed.  B.  Cochrane. 


Colors  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Regiment,  Bf.  Y,  S,  V,  -  ■ 

SIX  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  original  staff.  The  design, 
painted  upon  each  side  (now  torn  and  defaced)  was  the  number  of 
the  regiment,  and  arms  of  the  State  and  motto,  at  the  side  of 
which  was  represented  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  in  1777,  upon 
which  occasion  the  American  stars  and  stripes  are  said  to  have 
been  first  displayed.  Presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  sons  of 
Saratoga  county,  resident  in  Xew  York,  upon  its  departure  for  the 
field,  November  29th,  1861. 


Chief  of  the  B  uii  l\  iu  of  Mil  it  a  r  y  St  a  tistics.  203 

This  flail  was  carried  in  the  battle  of  Lee's  Mills,  the  sic<re  of 
Yorktown,  battles  of  Meehanicsville,  Golden's  Farm,  Garnett's 
Hill,  White  Oak  Swamp.  Crampton  Pass,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Maiye's  Heights  and  Gettysburg.  The  bearers  were  Ser- 
geant Isaac  Bemis  and  afterwards  Corporal  Michael  Mc Williams. 
In  the  charge  up  Marye's  Heights  one 'of  the  color-guard  was 
killed  and  the  flag  torn  into  shreds  by  a  shell. 

2.  Guidon  ;  staff  gone.  Two  guidons  were  presented  with  the 
regimental  banner  an*]  were  used  during  the  same  period.  That 
on  the  right  side  of  the  line  was  crimson,  and  that  on  the  left  blue. 
The  crimson  guidon  is  returned. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  about  half  gone  ;  end  ragged  ;  the  field 
in  ribbons  and  but  little  left  ;  bears  the  inscriptions,  :t  Winches- 
ter, Sept.  19,  1864  ;  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  22,  1861 ;  Cedar  Creek, 
Oct.  19,  1864. "  Original  staff,  the  top  of  which  was  shot  off  in  the 
Wilderness,  May  6,  1864. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies  of  Temple 
Grove  Seminary,  Saratoga  Springs,  November  29,  1861,  and  was 
carried  during  three  years'  service.  The  lettering  was  placed  upon 
it  after  the  regiment  left  the  field,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
from  Gen.  Sheridan  to  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville  the  field  was  torn  out  by  a  shell  from  the 
enemy's  cannon.  Among  its  bearers  in  battle  Corporal  Joseph 
Murrer  was  instantly  killed  at  Antietam;  Corporal  Michael  Mc- 
Williams  was  killed  in  the  Wilderness  (Ma}'  6);  Corporal  Horri- 
gan,  of  the  color-guard,  was  killed  at  Cedar  Creek  (Oct.  19);  and 
Corporal  Henry  Myres  was  shot  through  the  right  hand  in  the 
Wilderness  (May  10).  It  was  in  every  battle  in  which  the  Sixth 
corps  took  part,  up  to  November,  1864,  including  Fort  Stevens 
(Washington,  D.  C),  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek. 

4.  National  Flag,  silk;  "  77th  Peg't,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,"  embroi- 
dered. 

5.  6.  Guidons,  blue  silk  ;  faded  ;  corps  badge  of  Sixth  corps  in 
center  in  white,  on  which  is  "  77." 

These  colors  were  in  service  in  the  battalion  which  the  Seventy- 
seventh  left  in  the  field,  from  November,  1864,  to  the  return  of  the 
battalion  in  July,  1865.  They  were  in  the  charge  at  Petersburg 
(April  2),   and  were  the  first  colors  on  the  enemy's   works. 

The  Seventy-seventh  regiment  was  organized  in  Saratoga  county, 
and,  while  forming,  was  known  as  the  "Bemis  Heights  Re  giment." 
It  had  upon  its  rolls  1,463  men,  of  whom  73  were  killed  in  action. 
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40  died  of  wounds,  and  148  died  of  disease.  It  was  under  fire  (or 
fifty-six  hours  at  Lee's  Mills;  was  in  reserve  at  Williamsburg,  hut 
advanced  in  double-quick  to  complete  the  victory;  was  in  battle 
at  Mechanicsville,  where  it  captured  a  guidon  belonging  to  a 
Georgia  regiment;  was  at  Gaines'  Mills,  Savage's  Station,  and  the 
movements  before  Richmond  in  1862,  terminating  with  Malvern 
Hill.  Returning  from  the  Peninsula,  it  was  at  second  Bull  Run, 
Crampton  Pa.^s,  and  Antietam,  and  closed  the  service  of  that  year 
at  Fredericksburg  (Dec.  13).  In  1863,  it  was  in  the  mud  cam- 
paign of  January  21;  at  Marye's  Heights  (May  3),  where  it  cap- 
tured the  flag  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi;  at  Fredericksburg, 
May  4;  Gettysburg,  July  3;  Rappahannock  Station,  October  20; 
and  at  Robinson's  Tavern  in  November  following.  In  the  cam- 
paign  of  1864,  it  was  engaged  in  the  Wilderness,  and  at  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fort  Stevens,  Opequan,  Fisher's 
Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  The  regiment  was  then  mustered  out 
(November,  1864),  but  left  a  battalion  in  the  field,  which  was 
engaged  in  the  final  assault  on  Petersburg,  April  2,  1865.  The 
battalion  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865.  The  Seventy-seventh 
followed  the  entire  fortunes  of  the  Arm}'  of  the  Potomac,  having 
been  with  it  at  its  organization  and  present  at  its  disbandment. 

Represented  by  Colonel  W.  B.  French,  on  behalf  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  by  Lieut. -Colonel  David  J.  Caw.,  on  behalf  of  the  bat- 
talion.    Carried  by  members  of  the  regiment. 


Colors  of  t he  ScventY-eL'iilb  Regiment,  BT.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  nearly  all  gone;  flag-staff  has  been 
twice  broken  by  bullets  ;  the  lower  break  has  been  mended  :  the 
upper  one  is  still  unrepaired.  On  silver  plate  on  the  staff,  "  78th 
Regiment  N.  Y.  V.,    1863.     Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York." 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  in  the  summer  of  1863, 
at  Fairfax  Court  House,  Ya.  It  was  carried  in  several  skirmishes 
in  Virginia,  and  accompanied  the  regiment  to  the  west,  where  it 
was  borne  in  the  battles  of  Wauhatchie,  Lookout  Mountain,  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Lost  Mountain,  Pine  Knob,  Kcnesaw,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
and  siege  of  Atlanta;  was  carried  through  the  campaign  to  Savan- 
nah, and  was  the  first  to  enter   that   city  ;   was  also  carried  in  the 
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late  Carolina  campaign.     One  color-bearer  was  severely  wounded 
at  Rcsaca,  and  one  at  Lost  Mountain. 

The  organization  of  the  Seventy-eighth  regiment  was  commenced 
in  the  fall  of  1861,  by  Colonel  S.  McKensie  Elliott,  of  New  York, 
under  the  synonym  of  "  Cameron  Highlanders."  It  was  subse- 
quently  consolidated  with  companies  recruited  by  General  G.  A. 
Scroggs,  at  Buffalo,  and  by  Colonel  Daniel  Ullman,  for  the  Eagle 
Brigade,  and  took  the  field,  under  the  officer  last  named,  in  the 
spring  of  1862.  Its  regimental  organization  was  continued  until 
July  12,  1864,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers.  In  addition  to  the 
engagements  and  services  stated  in  connection  with  the  Hag  here 
presented,  the  regiment  was  in  action  at  Harper's  Ferry,  May, 
1862,  and  at  Cedar  Mountain,  Sulphur  Springs,  Centreviiie,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Winchester,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettj'sburg. 
On  every  Held  in  which  it  has  been  engaged,  the  services  of  the 
regiment  have  been  highly  honorable. 


Colors  of  the  Eightieth  llc-inient,  N.  Y.  S.  V.     (Twentieth  N.  Y.  S.  31.) 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  "  20th  Regiment.  N.  Y.  S.  M.,"  in  gilt; 
original  staff  gone.  Presented  to  the  regiment  the  by  ladies  of 
Poughkeepsie. 

This  flag  was  in  the  battles  of  Norman's  Ford,"  Warrenton 
Springs,  Gainesville,  second  Bull  Run,  (where  Colonel  Pratt  was 
mortally  wounded),  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg.  The  regiment  lost  35  killed  and  232  wounded, 
in  the  campaign  of  1862.  while  lighting  under  these  colors.  Its 
color-bearers  were  repeatedly  shot  clown,  and  some  of  its  officers 
were  shot  while  holding  the  colors. 

•  2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  embroidered  with  eagle,  and 
arms  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  "  20th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  M., 
Ulster  Guard,"  in  scroll  above  arms  ;  "  Excelsior,"  in  scroll  below. 
Also  the  words,  "  Washington,  April,  1861,  Warrenton,  Manassas, 
Norman's  Ford,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam."  Below 
all,  the  words  "Presented  by  the  ladies  of  Saugerties,  N.  Y." 
"Fredericksburg,"  affixed  on  paper  in  gilt  letters.  Marked  by 
bullets  ;   staff  gone. 

While  carrying  the  iiag  here  presented,  Color-Sergeant  Edward 
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Becket  was  shot  through  the  hand,  the  ball  shattering  the  fla". 
staff.  The  gilt  eagle  was  shot  from  the  top  of  the  staff  on.  the 
third  day  of  the  engagement  at  Gettysburg.  It  was  borne  in  the 
battles  named  in  connection  with  the  national  flag  of  the  regiment, 
and  also  at  Chancellorsville  and  at  Gettysburg.  In  the  latter  hat- 
tie  the  regiment  lost  145  officers  and  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 
and  at  one  time  was  under  the  fire  of  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

The  Eightieth  regiment,  known  as  the  "Ulster  Guard,"  went  out 
originally  as  the  Twentieth  Militia,  under  the  command  of  the  late 
lamented  Colonel  George  W.  Pratt.  The  Twentieth  Militia  was 
one  of  the  oldest  militia  organizations  in  the  State.  In  February, 
1861,  it  tendered  its  services  to  the  general  government,  in  case  of 
an  outbreak,  and  was  ordered  to  the  field  in  April  of  that  year, 
for  three  months'  service.  At  the  expiration  of  that  term  it  reor- 
ganized for  three  }Tears  or  the  war,  and  left  for  the  held  in  the 
latter  part  of  October.  After  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  it  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  Provost-Marshal-General  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and,  having  re-enlisted,  remained  in  that  depart- 
ment. It  has  never  (except  officially)  recognized  the  title  of 
"Eightieth  regiment,"  regarding  its  old  designation  of  "  Twentieth 
Militia"  an  honor  to  itself  and  to  the  State  which  it  has  so  nobly 
represented  in  all  the  reverses  and  in  all  the  triumphs  of  the  war. 


Colors  of  the  Eighty-first  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting. 

This  flacr  was  used  as  the  storm  flair  of  the  regiment.  It  was  flying 
from  the  colonel's  tent  at  Seven  Pines  when  the  regiment  fell  back 
with  Casey's  division  to  the  second  line,  May  31,  1862.  It  was  left 
behind,  but  being  remembered,  was  returned  for  and  recovered. 
The  colonel's  tent  took  fire  at  Northwest  Landing,  Va.,  March, 
1864,  and  burned  the  flag  somewhat. 

2.  National  Floy,  silk;  accompanied  by  the  original  staff,  which 
was  broken  in  four  places  by  shot  and  shell. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  December  3,  1863,  by 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Ingersoll,  of  Lee,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  in 
service   from  Jan.  1,  186-1,  to  Jan.  1,  1865,  in  the   following   en- 
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•rasrements.  viz.:  Violet  Station,  Drury's  Bluff.  Coal  Harbor,  Pe- 
torsburg,  Fort  Harrison,  and  Fair  Oaks  (second),  and  in  several 
skirmishes.  The  stall  was  broken  in  four  parts  by  shot  and  shell, 
one  of  which  (a  minie  ball)  struck  between  the  hands  of  the 
color-sergeant,  Evan  Michaels,  and  passed  through  his  body,  in- 
'flicting  a  mortal  wound.  The  eagle  surmounting  the  staff  was 
carried  away  by  a  shot  and  not  recovered.  The  ilag  shows  thirty- 
six  bullet  holes,  and  in  its  field  arc  two  holes  made  by  cannon 
shot.  In  carrying  this  flag  four  of  the  color-guard  were  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  It  is  replaced  in  the  regiment  by  a  flag 
awarded  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  for 
gallant  services  in  the  battle  at  Fort  Harrison,  where  the  regiment 
captured  a  redoubt  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  and  two  battle-Hags. 

The  Eighty-first  was  known  as  the  Second  Oswego  regiment, 
and  was  principally  from  Oswego  and  Oneida  counties.  It  left 
the  State  March  5,  1862,  and  was  in  active  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war.     It  lost  in  the  last  campaign  alone  418  men. 

Represented  by  Col.  Jacob  J.  De  Forest. 


Colors  of  tbc  Eighty-sixth  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
SIX  FLAGS. 

(1.  National  Flag,  merino;  lower  red,  white,  and  part  of  second 
red  stripe  gone,  and  also  ends  of  stripes;  has  about  twenty  bullet 
holes  in  it. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  Company  B  by  the  ladies  of  Addi- 
son, Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  regarded  as  the  property  of 
that  company  until  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  when  its  cap- 
tain, William  X.  Angle,  was  killed,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
company  in  a  charge  on  the  enemy.  It  was  then  adopted  by  the 
regiment.  It  was  always  used  as  the  battle-flag  of  the  regiment 
until  the  campaign  of  18G4,  and  was  in  the  following  engage- 
ments, viz  :  second  Bull  Bun,  Manassas  Gap,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Beverly  Ford,  Gettysburg,  Wappiug  Heights, 
Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Orange  Grove,  and  Mine  Bun.  Four  color- 
sergeants  were  killed  while  carrying  it  in  battle. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  in  tatters:  painted  with  arms 
»  and  motto  of  the  United  States,  and  number  of  regiment;  origi- 
nal staff,  cord,  and  tassels. 
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This  flag  was  obtained  from  the  General  Government  in  Marcl 
1864,   and  was   carried  in  the   following  battles  and  skirmislx 
viz  :  Wilderness*  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Silver  Creek,  I\(<  1,. 
burg,  Deep  Bottom,   Hatcher's  Run,   Coal  Harbor,  and  Weldun 
Railroad — in  all,  twenty-two  engagements. 

3.  IsfationCil  Flay,  silk;  with  stall*. 

4.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  with  eagle  and  motto  of 
United  States;   staff,  &c. 

5.  6.   Guidons,  with  staffs. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  Eighty-sixth  reoiment  was  organized  by  Colonel  B.  P.  Bai- 
ley,  in  the  summer  of  18G1.  Eight  companies  were  from  Steuben 
county,  one  from  Chemung,  and  one  from  Onondaga.  It  left  the 
State  November  23,  1861,  with  a  full  complement  of  officers  and 
about  950  men.     It  re-enlisted  December,  1863. 


Colors  of  the  Eigltty-scTonth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk,  somewhat  worn  and  faded;  staff  entire, 
spear-head  gone.  Inscribed,  in  needle  work,  "87th  Reg.,  N. 
Y.  S.  V."     Presented  by  the  city  of  Brooklyn. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk,  painted  with  the  arms  of  city 
of  New  York;  beneath  which,  in  scroll,  the  words  "Presented  by 
the  City  of  New  York;"  above  arms,  in  scroll,  the  words,  "87th 
Regiment-,  N.  Y.  S.  V.;"  staff  and  tassels  entire;  spear-head  gone. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  white  silk,  large  and  rich;  in  center,  in 
blue  and  gold,  the  arms  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  underneath, 
in  scroll,  the  words,  "  Presented  by  the  City  of  Brooklyn;"  imme- 
diately over  the  arms,  in  scroll,  the  words,  "  Col.  Stephen  A. 
Dodge;"  above  the  latter,  in  scroll,  the  words,  "87th  Rcgt., 
Brooklyn  Rifles,  N.  Y.  S.  V.;"  staff  and  spear-head,  the  latter 
broken  off. 

The  Eighty-seventh  regiment  was  recruited  in  Brooklyn,  in  the 
fall  of  1861,  under  the  auspices  of  the  officers  of  the  Thirteenth 
N.  Y.  S.  M.,  on  the  return  of  that  regiment  from  three  months' 
service.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
November  20,  1861,  and  left  for  AVashin^ton  on  the  2d  of  Decern- 
ber,  following.  Participating  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  in 
the  skirmish  at  Peach  Orchard,    it   was  subsequently  in  severe 
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action  at  Williamsburg  and  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  in  several  minor 
engagements.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  before  Richmond, 
it  joined  in  the  campaign  under  General  Pope,  suffered  severely 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  was  soon  after  consolidated 
with  the  Fortieth  regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,  by  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment.    A  brief  but  honorable  career. 


Colors  of  the  Ninetieth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  original  staff,  cord  and  tassels.  Inscrip- 
tion on  plate,  "  90th  Regiment,  N".  Y.  S.  V.,  1863.  Presented  by 
the  City  of  New  York." 

This  flag  was  carried  by  the  regiment  from  September,  1861.  to 
March,  1865.  It  bears  the  marks  of  many  bullets  and  one  piece 
of  shell,  and  the  staff  is  shattered  by  some  Hying  missile.  The 
flag  is  marked  with  blood  fiom  the  death-wound  of  Sergeant  John 
Foley,  of  Company  C,  color-bearer,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 

The  Ninetieth  regiment  was  recruited  in  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn, and  was  organized  by  the  consolidation  of  the  "McClellan 
Chasseurs"  and  the  "McClellan  Rifles."  It  left  New  York  in 
December,  1861,  reenlisted  in  the  summer  of  1864,  and  subse- 
quently served  as  the  Ninetieth  battalion.  The  regiment  (or  parts 
of  it)  has  participated  in  the  following  battles,  viz.:  siege  of  Port 
Hudson,  La.,  Pleasant  Valley,  La.,  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  Cane  River, 
La.,  Avoyelles  Prairie,  La.,  Cox's  Plantation,  La.,  Opecjuan,  Va., 
Fisher's  Hill,  Va.,  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 


Colors  of  the  Ninety-first  ttegimeut,  X.  Y.  S.  V, 
OXE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  faded,  torn.  Inscribed,  "Irish  Bend, 
April  14th,  1863:  Vermillion  Bayou,  April  17th,  1863;  Port 
Hudson,  May  25th,  27th  and  June  14th,  1863  ;  Cox's  Plantation, 
July  13th,   1863."      Original   staff,    broken,    and   brass  ornament 
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This  flag  was  presented  to  the  Ninety-first  regiment,  by  Mr.-. 
Col.  J.  W.  Ilarcourt,  of  Albany,  on  its  departure  for  the  seat  of 
war,  December,  1861.  At  Port  Hudson  (May  27)  it  was  torn  in 
two  and  the  top  of  the  staff  carried  away,  while  being  borne  by 
Corporal  James  E.  Jones,  of  Company  D,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  face  by  a  splinter.  Corporal  Patrick  H.  Garrity,  of  Company 
H,  picked  up  the  piece  and  the  spear,  and,  being  wounded  in  the 
foot,  they  were  taken  by  him  to  the  hospital.  Subsequently  they 
were  returned  to  Mrs.  II.,  by  Colonel  Van  Zandt.  The  remainder 
of  the  flag  and  staff  were  carried  by  the  regiment  until  its  reeii- 
listment,  in  18G4,  when  they  were  also  returned  to  Mrs.  H.  In 
the  battle  of  Irish  Bend,  the  flag  was  borne  by  Sergeant  Gill,  of 
Company  C,  and  it  was  also  borne  by  him  at  Port  Hudson  until 
he  was  wounded.  It  was  then  taken  by  Corporal  Jones  ;  and 
when  lie  was  wounded,  by  Private  Townsend,  of  Company  K. 
Private  Townsend  joined  the  regiment  at  Pensacola.  having  deserted 
the  rebel  service  (into  which  he  had  been  pressed)  at  Mobile.  He 
carried  the  flag  until  the  14th  of  June,  when,  in  the  last  battle  at 
Port  Hudson,  he  fell,  pierced  with  seven  balls,  one  of  which,  as 
was  ascertained  after  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  forces,  was  from 
a  gun  in  the  hands  of  his  brother,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Tenth 
Alabama,  and  who  recognized  him  at  the  instant  of  discharging 
his  piece.  Townsend  subsequently  died  of  his  wounds.  Corporal 
Garrity  took  the  flag  from  Townsend,  and  carried  it  until  it  was 
returned  to  its  donor,  in  1864. 

•  The  Ninety-first  regiment  was  organized  in  Albany  of  volun- 
teers enlisted,  in  part,  for  the  "Fredendall  Eegiment"  and  for  the 
"Columbia  regiment;"  the  former  under  orders  issued  to  Captain 
J.  Fredendall,  of  Albany-,  and  the  latter  under  orders  issued  to 
David  S.  Cowles,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.  It  left  Albany  December  20, 
1861  j  was  on  duty  for  some  time  at  Pensacola,  and  subsequently, 
under  General  Banks,  in  Louisiana.  After  its  re-enlistment,  it 
was  in  the  campaign  against  Richmond,  and  was  in  battles  on  the 
South  Side  railroad  (March  28,  29,  30,  31,  April  1,  2,  3,  4,  1865), 
and  at  Five  Forks  (May  2).  Its  last  engagement  was  a  skirmish 
under  the  tree  under  which  General  Lee's  command  was  subse- 
quently surrendered  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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Colors  of  the  Ninety-second  licgiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ON3?  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flog,  silk;  embroidered  with  name  of  regiment  and 
the  words  "  Excelsior  Rifle  Battalion."  Returned  by  the  regiment 
May  11,  1864. 

This  flag  was  used  by  the  regiment  until  it  was  so  torn  by  bul- 
lets that  it  could  not  be  unfurled. 

The  Ninety-second  regiment  was  organized  in  St.  Lawrence 
county.  It  left  the  Slate  February  17,  1862,  and  that  portion  of 
it  which  remained  to  be  mustered  out,  returned  January  10,  18G5. 
It  was  engaged  in  sixteen  battles,  and  in  several  skirmishes  and 
reconnoissances,  and  repeatedly  received  the  special  commendations 
of  its  commanding  generals  for  the  gallantry  of  its  men. 


Colors  of  the  Mnety-tliird  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V- 
ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  original  staff. 

This  flag  is  returned  by  the  Ninety-third  battalion,  and  is  pre- 
sented by  Lieutenant  Berthold  Emisch,  acting  adjutant. 

The  Ninety-third  regiment,  or  "  Morgan  Rifles,"  was  composed 
of  companies  recruited  in  the  counties  of  Warren,  Washington, 
Essex,  Albany  and  Columbia.  It  was  organized  at  Albany, 
January,  1862,  and  left  for  the  seat  of  war  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  John  S.  Crocker,  mustering  38  officers  and  983  men.  At 
various  times  it  received  recruits  to  the  number  of  684,  making 
the  aggregate  of  men  upon  its  rolls,  1,705.  On  the  29th  of  June, 
1865,  near  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  Va.,  it  was  mustered  out,  its 
rolls  embracing  the  names  of  23  officers  and  515  men,  of  whom 
only  2  officers  and  85  men  went  out  with  it  originally.  On  the 
18th  of  March,  1862,  the  regiment  was  attached  to  Casey's  divi- 
sion, Palmer's  brigade,  with  which  it  remained  during  the  sie°:e  of 
Yorktown  and  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  On  the  19th  May  it 
was  detached  and  sent  to  White  House  Landing,  on  the  Pamunkey 
river,  for  provost  and  guard  duty;  and  on  the  21st  of  May,  four 
companies  were  detached  as  headquarters  guard.  The  regiment 
remained   at  White  House   Landing  until  the  evacuation  of  that 
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place,  when  it  rejoined  the  army  at  Harrison's  Landing — the  head- 
quarters guard  meanwhile  performing  very  severe  duty  during 
the  movements  on  the  Peninsula.  The  command  was  united  at 
Meridian  Hill,  Sept.  3d,  and  commenced  the  Maryland  campaign, 
still  serving  as  guard,  in  which  capacity  it  was  present  at  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chanccllorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, and  the  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  up  to 
January,  1864,  when  it  came  home  on  furlough,  having  reenlisted. 
The  campaigns  of  1864-5  it  passed  in  the  field,  and  was  in  actions 
at  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Coal 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  Poplar 
Spring  Church,  Boydtown  Plank  Poad,  Hatcher's  Pun,  second 
Boydtown  Plank  Road,  Jotters  vi  lie,  Sailor's  Creek,  High  Bridge, 
and  at  the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  at  Clover  Hill,  Va.,  April  9, 
1865.  For  its  gallantry  in  the  Wilderness  and  at  Spottslvania, 
it  received  the  thanks  of  Generals  Hancock  and  Birney  in  general 
orders — praise  awarded  to  no  other  regiment  in  that  gallant  corps. 
In  the  responsible  duties  of  headquarters  guard,  as  well  as  in  the 
field,  its  record  is  without  blemish. 


Colors  of  the  Ninety-fifth  lleghuciit,  S,  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flog,  silk;  with  silver  baud  on  staff,  bearing  the 
inscription,  "  95th  Pegiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Presented  by  the  City 
of  New  York." 

This  flag  was  sent  to  the  regiment  by  the  authorities  of  New 
York  city,  August  1,  1863.  It  was  borne  through  the  battles  of 
Mine  Pun,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Laurel  Hill,  North  Anna, 
Tolopotomy  Creek,  Bottom's  Bridge,  Bethesda  Church,  Coal  Har- 
bor and  Petersburg,  when  it  became  too  dilapidated  for  further 
use.  In  the  various  fights  in  which  it  was  borne,  six  color-bearers 
were  shot. 

The  Ninety-fifth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  under  the  synonym  of  "Warren  Pities."  It  was  in  action  at 
second  Bull  Pun,  at  South  Mountain,  at  Antietam,  at  Fredericks- 
burg, at  Gettysburg,  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Coal  Harbor,  and  in 
several  other  actions  and  skirmishes.  The  brave  and  lamentei 
Colonel  Edward  Pye,  of  Rockland  county,  died  of  wounds  rcceiv 
ed  while  leading  this  regiment  at  Coal  Harbor. 
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Colors  of  the  Ninety-sixth  Regiment,  X.  Yr  S,  V. 

ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting. 

The  flag  here  presented  was  in  service  until  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1862.  In  presenting  new  colors  to  the  regiment  at  that  time, 
Colonel  Gray  remarked,  "That  old  flag  has  passed  through  every 
conflict  in  which  the  regiment  has  participated;  at  Fair  Oaks, 
Chickahominy  Swamp,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Railroad  Bridge,  Bot- 
tom's Bridge,  Long's  Bridge,  Jones'  Ford,  Charles  City  Cross 
Roads,  Harrison's  Point.  It  has  tired  the  hearts  of  the  weary  and 
worn  soldiers  who  have  marched  and  fought  beneath  it:  and  as 
not  a  single  star  is  injured,  so  may  it  be  with  the  States  they 
represent."  In  the  next  battle  in  which  the  regiment  was  engag- 
ed, Colonel  Gray  was  killed,  and  this  flag  accompanied  his  remains 
to  his  former  home. 

The  Ninety-sixth  was  organized  at  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
composed  of  companies  raised  in  Clinton,  Essex,  Franklin,  Warren 
and  Washington  counties.  It  left  for  the  seat  of  war,  March  11, 
1862,  served  on  the  Peninsula  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  in 
the  battles  of  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks,  in  Casey's  division: 
in  the  battles  of  Chickahominy  Swamp,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Rail- 
road Bridge,  Bottom's  Bridge,  Long's  Bridge,  Jones' Ford,  Charles 
City  Cross  Roads  and  Harrison's  Point,  in  Peck's  division;  was  sent 
to  Suffolk,  Va.,  in  September,  1862,  and  from  thence  to  Newbern,  N. 
C,  and  was  engaged  in  that  department  in  the  battles  of  Kinston, 
Whitehall  and  Goldsboro.  It  re-enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1864, 
and  on  taking  the  field  was  assigned  to  the  Eighteenth  corps, 
Army  of  the  James;  subsequently  to  the  Twenty-fourth  corps. 
The  services  of  the  regiment  on  the  Peninsula  were  accompanied 
by  great  peril  and  hardships,  and  won  from  General  Peck  a  fitting 
acknowledgment  in  his  general  orders.  Colonel  Charles  O,  Gray. 
one  of  the  most  brave  and  accomplshcd  officers  in  the  service,  was 
killed  in  the  action  at  Kinston,  N.  C.  (December  14,  1862),  while 
in  the  act  of  planting  the  colors  of  the  regiment  on  the  enemy's 
position,  on  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse  river. 
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Colors  of  the  Klnety-seventli  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 

ONE    FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  inscribed  "Colonel  Wheeloek,  97th 
Conklin  Rifles,  N.  IV     Accompanied  by  original  staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies  of  Boon- 
ville,  March,  1862,  and  was  carried  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, Rappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  second  Bull  Run, 
Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Gettysburg  and  Mine  Run. 

The  Ninety-seventh  regiment  was  organized  at  Boonville,  from 
enlistments  in  Oneida,  Lewis,  and  Herkimer  counties,  and  was  the 
first  of  the  three  regiments  from  Oneida  county.  It  left  for  Wash- 
ington in  April,  1862,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  (afterwards 
Brevet  Brigadier-General)  Charles  Wheeloek,  now  deceased.  It 
has  been  engaged  jn  the  following  battles  and  skirmishes,  in  addi- 
tion  to  those  already  stated,  viz.:  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and 
through  to  Petersburg  and  the  final  triumph  over  the  rebellion. 


Colors  of  tlseMnetv-eighth  Resident,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  worn.  Bears  the  name  of  the  regi- 
ment in  gilt  letters. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  at  Albany,  in  1861,  on 
its  departure  for  the  seat  of  war,  and  was  carried  by  the  regiment 
during  the  first  two  years  of  its  service. 

2,  3.  Guidons,  silk. 

These  fi\igs  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  Ninety-eighth  regiment  was  raised  in  the  counties  of  Frank- 
lin and  Wayne.  It  served  in  the  peninsular  campaign,  and 
formed  the  advance  guard  of  the  Fourth  corps  in  the  preliminary 
occupation  of  Seven  Pines,  suffered  severely  in  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks,  and  was  engaged  in  the  Seven  Days'  fight.  In  December, 
1863,  it  accompanied  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Foster  to  South 
Carolina.  Here  it  was  consolidated  into  five  companies.  It  re- 
enlisted  in  the  winter  of  1863-4,  and  came  home  with  Gen.  Led- 


ft 


Chief  of  the  B urea  u  of  Miltta  ry  Sta  tistics.  215 

lie's  brigade,  received  several  new  companies  and  recruits,  and 
again  took  the  field  in  the  campaign  against  Richmond  as  a  part 
of  the  Army  of  the  James.  It  was  in  action  near  Fort  Darling 
(May  1G),  at  Coal  Harbor  (May  1,  2,  3),  and  in  several  minor 
engagements,  and  was  the  second  regiment  that  entered  the  city 
of  Richmond  on  its  capture. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Regiment.  JS,  \\  S.  \\ 
•  ONE   FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  with  original  staff. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  Union  Defence 
Committee  of  New  York  city.  It  was  borne  in  the  battles  of 
Seven  Pines  (May  31st  and  June  1st),  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's 
Station,  Chicka hominy  Swamp,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Charles  City 
Cross  Roads,  Malvern  Hill,  Groveton,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly 

!and  Fredericksburg. 
The  One  Hundred  and  First  regiment  was  organized  by  the 
consolidation  of  regiments  recruiting  in  the  counties  of  Onondaga* 
and  Delaware,  and  left  the  State,  March  9th,  1862.  In  the  winter 
of  1803-4,  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment,. 
N.  Y.  S.  V.  In  his  report  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,. 
Brig.-Gen.  Berry  said:  "I  have  also  to  mention  the  good  con- 
duct of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  New  York  volunteers,  Colonel 
Chester  commanding.  They  nobly  performed  their  duty  during 
the  fight ;  also  as  pickets  on  the  night  of  the  retreat.  This  regi- 
ment, though  small  in  numbers,  did  good  service  ;  and  its  con- 
duct, together  with  that  of  all  its  officers,  was  unexceptionable-" 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  Regiment,  N.  If.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  inscribed  in  gilt,  "  102 d  Regiment,.  N. 
Y.  S.  V."  "Cedar  Mountain,  the  Rappahannock,  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  Antietam."  Original  staff,  with  plate  inscribed,  "Pre- 
sented by  the  friends  of  Colonel  W.  B.  Hayward,  in  the  employ 
of  Stone,  Stark  &  Co." 

This   flag  was    borne    in    the  engagements  that   are  inscribed 


upon  it. 
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The  One  Hundred  and  Second  regiment  was  organized  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  by  the  consolidation  of  the  t;  Van  Buren  Light 
Infantry  "  and  the  "  Von  Beck  Rifles."  It  was  composed  of  vol- 
unteers enlisted  in  the  counties  of  New  York,  Suffolk,  Yates  and 
Ulster,  and  left  for  the  field,  March  10th,  1862,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Thomas  B.  Van  Buren,  who  soon  after  resigned 
on  account  of  illness.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
the  regiment  was  in  the  field,  it  was  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  J.  C.  Lane,  who  originally  went  out  as  its  major.  Lieut. - 
Colonel  William  B.  Hay  ward  was  in  command  a  short  time  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  At  Cedar  Mountain  it  was  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry  for  five  hours,  and  lost  141  officers  and 
men  in  killed  and  wounded.  At  Antietam  it  was  under  fire  for 
four  hours.  At  Chancel lorsville  it  lost  seventy-four  men,  and 
captured  three  officers  and  forty  men,  together  with  the  color- 
sergeant  and  the  battle-flag  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia.  At  Gettys- 
burg it  was  one  of  the  New  York  regiments  that  successfully 
resisted  Ewe  IPs  corps,  and  left  more  of  the  enemy's  dead  outside 
of  the  rifle-pits  than  there  were  defenders  in  them.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1863,  the  Regiment  accompanied  its  corps  (the  Twelfth)  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  subsequently  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Ringgold,  Rocky  Faced 
Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallas  (where  it  was  seven  days  and  nights  in  the 
trenches,  and  expended  20,000  rounds  of  ammunition),  Allatoona 
Bridge,  Ackworth  Village  and  Pine  Hill.  In  this  campaign  the 
regiment  lost  over  one-fourth  of  its  whole  number  of  fighting  men. 
On  the  12th  of  July,  about  two  miles  from  Atlanta,  it  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Seventy-eighth  N.  Y.  S.  V.  (the  new  organiza- 
tion retaining  the  old  number  (102),  united  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta, 
marched  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  and  served  in  the  subsequent 
movements  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Sherman. 


Colors  ef  the  One  Hnndrcd  and  Third  Kegiment,  X.  Y.  S.  T. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  one-third  gone;  shield  in  center, 
surmounted  by  eagle,  over  which,  in  scroll,  "  103d  Regiment,  N. 
Y.  S.  V.:*'  under  shield,  'l  Excelsior,"  in  scroll;  in  upper  corner, 
near  the  sUdi\  are  the  words,  "  Presented  by  William  II.  Seward, 
March  1,  1862;"  the  whole  embroidered. 
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2.  National  Flag,  silk;  worn;  union  rent  in  several  places; 
portion  of  middle  gone;    inscribed,  "  103d  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  V." 

These  colors  were  presented  to  tbe  One  Hundred  and  Third  regi- 
ment by  Hon,  William  II.  Seward.  They  were  carried  by  the 
regiment  on  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Burnside  to  North  Caro- 
lina; from  thence,  on  transfer,  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  were 
under  Gen.  McClellan  at  South  Mountain,  Sharpsburg,  and  Antic- 
tarn,  and  in  the  terrible  charge  on  Stone  Bridge.  They  were  in 
the  engagement  under  Gen.  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg  ;  under 
Gen.  Hooker  at  Chancellorsville  ;  under  Gen.  Meade  at  Gettys- 
burg; under  Gen.  Gilmore  in  the  capture  of  Fort  "Wagner  and 
Battery  Gregg  ;  under  Gen.  Sheridan  in  Shenandoah  Valley  ;  and 
under  Gen.  Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Third  was  a  German  regiment,  and  was 
organized  in  the  city  of  New  York  under  the  synonym  of  "  Sew- 
ard Infantry."  It  left  the  State,  March  5,  18G2,  with  1,183  men, 
under  command  of  Col.  F.  Von  Egloffstein,  and  at  muster-out  in 
March,  1865,  left  285  re-enlisted  men  in  the  field. 


Colors  of  thc'Oae  Hundred  and  Tonrth  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  embroidered  with  "Wads- 
worth  Guard,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,"  and  State  arms  and  motto  ;  on  ferrule, 
"Presented  to  the  101th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Wadsworth 
Guard,  by  Mrs.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  May  22d,  1862;';  origi- 
nal staff. 

This  Hag  was  carried  through  the  actions  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  second  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettys- 
burg. One  of  its  bearers  was  severely  wounded  at  South  Moun- 
tain, and  another  at  Antietam.  At  Gettysburg,  seven  of  the 
sergeants  and  color-guard  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  flag 
barely  saved  by  great  vigilance — the  national  ilag  (its  companion) 
having  been  torn  from  its  staff  and  stamped  in  the  ground  to  con- 
ceal it  from  the  enemy's  notice. 

•  The  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  regiment  was  organized  at  Gene- 
seo,  Livingston  county,  X.  Y.,  by  Colonel  John  Rorbaeh.  Seven 
companies  were  from  Livingston  and  three  from  Rensselaer  county. 
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It  left  for  the  scat  of  war  March  22,  1862.  It  lost  04  officers  and 
enlisted  men  at  second  Bull  Bun  ;  at  Antietam,  70  ;  at  Freder- 
icksburg, 53  ;  at  Gettysburg,  219  ;  and  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1864.  had  315  men  on  its  rolls  out  of  an  original  total  of  917. 


Colors  of  the  Ore  Hundred  and  Fifth  Regiment,  flf.  Y.  S.  Y. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  on  one  side  of  field  arms  of  United 
States  painted,  inscribed  "  105th  Regt,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,"  and  u  Jus- 
tice shall  triumpH,"  in  embroidery.  "  Cedar  Mountain,  Aug.  9th, 
1862;"  "Rappahannock  Station,  Aug,  23,  1863;"  "Thoroughfare 
Gap,  Aug.  28th,  1862;"  »  2d  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30th,  1862;"  »*Chan. 
tilly,  Sept.  1st,  1862;"  "South  Mountain,  Sept.  14th,  1862;" 
"Antietam,  Sept.  17th,  1862;"  "Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13th, 
1862,"  painted. 

This  ilag  was  in  the  principal  battles,  the  names  of  which  are 
inscribed  upon  it.  Seven  color-bearers  were  killed  or  wounded 
while  carrying  it;  it  is  marked  by  thirty-four  bullets  and  a  piece 
of  shell,  and  its  staff  was  cut  in  two  by  a  ball.  It  was  presented 
to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies  of  Le  Roy,  Genesee  county. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  regiment  was  recruited  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Madison  and  Genesee  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1861-2. 
It  left  the  State  March  31,  1862,  and  was  in  nine  battles  before  it 
had  been  in  the  field  nine  months.  By  active  and  meritorious 
service,  it  became  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  Ninety-fourth  New  York  State  Volunteers. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Regiment,  flf.  Y.  S.  V. 

TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;   in  tatters;   original  staff  broken. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  in  tatters;  originally  painted 
with  arms  and  motto  of  United  States  and  number  of  regiment. 

These  Hags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  regiment  was  recruited  in  Che- 
mung, Schuyler,  and  Steuben  counties,  and  was  organized  at 
Elmira.  It  was  the  first  regiment  that  left  the  State  under  the 
calls  of  July  and  August,  1862,  and  received  from  Governor  Mor- 
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gun  one  of  a  series  of  prize  flags  which  he  awarded.  It  reached 
the  field  a  few  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  Atitietam,  in  which 
it  took  part,  as  well  as  in  the  subsequent  battles  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  in  the  campaign  of  1863,  including  Chancellorsville 
and  Gettysburg.  It  was  then  assigned  to  duty  in  the  West  as  a 
part  of  the  Twentieth  corps,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  and  marches 
of  Sherman's  army  from  Chattanooga  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.  The  flag 
of  this  regiment  was  the  first  to  wave  over  the  Georgia  State 
House  at  Milledgeville. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ucgimciit,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 


FOUR    FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk ;  very  little  left ;  originally 
painted  with  arms  and  motto  of  United  States  and  number  of  regi- 
ment ;  top  of  staff  broken  and  part  of  it  gone. 

This  was  the  first  flair  which  the  regiment  carried.  It  was 
received  by  the  regiment,  from  General  Arthur,  Quartermaster- 
General,  while  on  its  way  to  Washington,  August  21st,  1862.  At 
the  battle  of  Antietam  it  was  pierced  by  69  bullets,  and  its  center 
was  rent  in  twain  by  a  shell. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  almost  entirely  destroyed  ;  staff  broken 
and  held  by  splints. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk,  double  ;  on  one  side  arms  of 
United  States  and  "108th  N.  Y.  V.,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.;"  on  the 
other,  arms  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  "Presented  by  the 
ladies  of  Brighton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y."  "  In  God  we  trust.7' 
Staff  broken  by  bullets.  Received  by  the  regiment  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  October,  1862. 

4.  National  Flag,  silk ;  nearly  new  ;  with  staff. 
These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General.     They  are 

entitled  to  have  inscribed  upon  them  the  following  battles,  viz.: 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Bristow  Station,  Mine 
Run,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Tolopotomy,  Po 
River,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  Boyd- 
town  Road,  Strawberry  Plains,  Reams'  Station. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  regiment  was  recruited  in  Monroe 
county,  between  the  10th  of  July  and  the  15th  of  August,  1862, 
and  was  the  second  regiment  organized  under  the  calls  of  that 
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year.     It  was  assigned  to  the  Third  division,  Second  army  coip- 
and  in  its  first  battle  (Antietam)  captured  one  battle-flag  and   ]■ 
prisoners,  including  nine  commissioned  officers,  and  lost   10(3  in 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.     At  Fredericksburg  it  lost  53,  ami 
in  every  engagement  in  which  it  subsequently  participated,  it  sus- 
tained the  reputation  which  it  won  in  those  hard-fought  battles. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  nnd  Eleventh  Iicgiaieut,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
FOUR  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flog,  silk. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,   blue   silk  ;    emblazoned  with  arms  and 
motto  of  United  States  ;  .original  staff. 

3.  4.  Guidons,  silk. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  regiment  was  recruited  in  tin 
counties  of  Wayne  and  Cayuga,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Auburn, 
in  August,  1862.  It  was  included  in  the  surrender  by  Colonel 
Miles,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  was  not  again  in  the  field  untilJanu- 
ary,  1863.  It  joined  the  Second  corps  in  June,  1863,  and  fought 
in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Bristow  Station,  Robinson's 
Tavern,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  and  in  all  the  marches  and  battles 
of  the  Second  corps  to  the  disbandment  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hnudrcd  and  Twelfth  Regimcntj  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  almost  entirely  destroyed ; 
stall'  broken  and  top  gone  ;  originally  painted  with  arms  of  the 
State  of  New  York  and  motto,  and  number  of  regiment. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  at  Suffolk,  Ya.,  in  the 
name  of  the  ladies  of  Chautauqua  county,  and  was  carried  by  the 
regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when,  having  become  badly  worn, 
it  was  returned  to  its  donors. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  regiment  was  recruited  at  Chau- 
tauqua as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  that  county,  under  the  calls  of 
July  and  August.  1862,  and  left  the  State  on  the  loth  September, 
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of  that  year,  with  1,013  officers  and  enlisted  men.  It  was  at  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  during  the  winter  of  1862-3,  and  participated  in  many 
skirmishes  and  battles  in  that  department.  In  August,  lSGo,  it 
was  transferred  to  the  department  of  the  South,  and  participated 
in  the  operations  on  Morris  Island,  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg  and  the  demolition  of  Fort  Sumter. 
In  February,  1S64,  it  was  transferred  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  in 
April  following,  was  made  a  part  of  the  Second  division  of  the 
Tenth  army  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  James.  In  May,  the  Second 
division  was  transferred  to  the  Eighteenth  corps,  fought  in  the 
battle  at  Coal  Harbor,  and  subsequently  returned  to  the  Tenth 
corps.  In  November,  it  accompanied  General  Butler  to  New  York 
city,  and  in  December,  formed  part  of  the  expedition  to  capture 
Fort  Fisher.  It  accompanied  the  second  expedition  against  Fort 
Fisher,  under  General  Terry,  and  claims  the  honor,  in  common 
with  the  Third,  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  and  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-second  Newr  York,  of  being  the  first  to  enter 
the  fort,  under  General  Curtis.  Thence  to  Wilmington  and 
Raleigh,  and  the  subsequent  surrender  of  General  Johnston.  It 
was  mustered  out  June  14,  18G5,  with  an  honorable  record  of  ser- 
- 


vices performed  in  some   of   the   most  brilliant  operations  of  the 
war. 


Colors  of  the  One  Ilandrcd  and  Thirteenth  Ilegimeut,  N.  Y.  $.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk  ;  with  name  of  regiment  and  the 
United  States  arms  and  motto  painted  on  each  side. 

This  flag  was  one  of  the  live  prize  banners  presented  by  Gov. 
Morgan  to  different  regiment  in  1862,  and  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  regiment  August  20th  of  that  year.  Immediately  after 
reaching  Washington  tho  regiment  was  divided  up  and  sent  to 
garrison  eight  different  fortifications.  It  was  subsequently  changed 
from  infantry  to  artillery,  and  is  now  known  as  the  "Seventh 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery."  The  flag  here  presented  was  never 
used  in  the  held. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  regiment  was  recruited  in 
Albany,  in  the  summer  of  1SG2,  and  went  out  as  the  '•  Albany 
Regiment."    In  the  campaign  against  Richmond,  just  closed,  it  was 
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ordered  to  the  front  as  infantry,  May  15,  1864,  and  performed 
important  service  in  the  Wilderness,  where  it  suffered  severely,  at 
Coal  Harbor,  at  Reams'  Station  and  before  Petersburg.  Under 
the  banner  of  this  regiment  two  noble  sons  of  Albany,  Col.  Lewi-, 
O.  Morris  and  Major  Edward  A.  Springsteed,  exchanged  their 
lives  for  national   immortality. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  aud  Fourteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S,  V, 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  a  large  portion  gone  ;  was  inscribed 
with  names  of  battles  of  which  onl}  " BisJand,  April,"  and  "Port 
Hudson,  Ma}'  24th  and  27th,"  remain  ;  original  staff. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  in  good  condition  ;  arms  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  number  of  regiment  painted;  original 
staff. 

These  colors  are  returned  by  Capt.  Jas.  F.  Fitts,  by  whom  they 
are  presented. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  regiment  was  raised  in  the 
counties  of  Chenango  and  Madison,  in  August  and  September, 
186*2.  It  left  the  State  September  8th  and  remained  at  Baltimore 
until  November  8th,  when  it  proceeded  to  Fortress  Monroe  and 
joined  Gen.  Banks'  expedition.  It  disembarked  in  Louisiana  in 
January,  1863  ;  participated  in  Banks'  and  Franklin's  western 
Louisiana  campaigns  of  that  year,  and  in  the  reduction  of  Port 
Hudson.  It  was  in  the  battle  at  Bisland,  April  12  and  13,  18G3, 
and  in  the  second  assault  on  Port  Hudson,  June  14,  1863, 
where  it  lost  eighty  in  killed  and  wounded — among  the  former, 
Colonel  Elisha  B.  Smith.  On  the  Red  River  expedition  it  was 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill,  Cane 
River  Crossing,  and  Mansura.  It  returned  to  Washington  with 
the  Nineteenth  corps  (July,  1864),  and  assisted  in  the  defence  of 
the  Capitol.  It  was  attached  to  Sheridan's  army  during  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley  campaign,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Opequan, 
Fisher's  Hill,  New  Market  and  Cedar  Creek.  At  Opequan  it  lost 
190  officers  and  men,  out  of  350  engaged  ;  and  at  Cedar  Creek  it 
lost  119  officers  and  men,  out  of  250  engaged.  It  took  the  field 
with  an  aggregate  of  1,017,  and  received  about  100  recruits. 
About  360  were  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June  8th,  1865. 
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Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V, 

SIX  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  no  stud';  much  worn  and  tattered; 
three-fifths  gone;  lower  third  of  union  wanting;  lower  half  and 
end  of  stripes  gone. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  no  staff;  rent  in  centre;  torn  from 
side  to  side;  eagle  and  shield  in  centre,  with  national  motto  in 
scroll  beneath,  and  thirty-four  stars  in  field  above.  It  bears  the 
inscription,  "  115th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment,  Infantry/'  in  scroll. 

In  transm  tting  these  flairs  to  the  archives  of  the  State,  Colonel 
Sammons  writes  as  follows:  "The  colors  deposited  in  your 
department,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  regiment, 
New  York  Volunteers,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  were 
carried  by  the  regiment,  and  I  may  say  gallantly  supported,  in 
the  following  battles,  to  wit : 

"Maryland  Heights,  September  13,  1862;  Olustee,  Florida,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1864;  Chester  Heights,  Va.,  May  7,  1864;  Keer  Bottom, 
May  10,  1864;  Proctor's  Farm,  May  12,  1864;  Drury's  Bluff, 
May  16,  1864;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1.  1864;  Petersburg,  July  30, 
1864;  Deep  Bottom,  August  16,  1864;  Chapin's  Farm,  September 
29,  1864;  Darbytown  Road,  September  29,  1864;  Fort  Fisher, 
N.  C,  January  15,  1865;   Wilmington,   N.  C,  February  22,  I860. 

"The  national  flag  (No.  1)  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the 
ladies  of  the  fifteenth  senatorial  district,  August  20,  1862.  The 
regimental  banner  (No.  2)  was  presented  by  the  State  authorities 
while  the  regiment  was  organizing  at  Camp  Fonda,  Montgomery 
county. 

"  The  foregoing  list  of  battles,  in  which  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifteenth  was  engaged,  number  thirteen  (13) — the  number  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  of  the  Union  of  1776.  The  regiment  has 
also  been  engaged  in  very  many  'skirmishes,'  as  they  are  called  in 
the  great  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  the  losses  were  greater 
than  in  engagements  which  other  armies  have  often  dignified  by 
the  name  of  battles.  The  regiment  also  manned  the  works  and 
rifle-pits  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  during  forty-five  consecutive 
days  and  nights  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1864,  under  a 
constant  lire  of  musketry,  shot  and  shell,  and  suffered  a  loss  in 
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killed  and  wounded,  averaging,  at  least,  three  per  clay  during  that 
entire  period. 

" These  banners,  tattered,  soiled  and  blood-stained,  bear  just 
evidence  of  the  toil,  danger  and  privations  through  which  this 
regiment  lias  passed." 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  in  good  condition;  arms  of 
United  States,  and  number  of  regiment  painted;  original  staff. 

4.  National  Flag,  silk;  new;  inscribed  with  names  of  battles; 
original  staff. 

5.  6.  Guidons,  bunting;  with  staffs. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General.  They  arc 
represented  by  Lieut.-Colonel  N.  J.  Johnson,  and  are  carried  by 
Private  James  English,  in  the  presentation  of  flags. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Ilejjiiuent,  N.  T.  S.  Y. 
FIVE    FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  nearly  all  gone  but  fringe  ; 
original  staff'  broken. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  all  good  but  fringe  ;  original  stall: 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk ;  new;  emblazoned  with  arms 
and  motto  of  the  United  States  ;  original  staff. 

4.  5.  Guidons,  silk. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without  his- 
tory. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  regiment  was  recruited  in 
Oneida  county,  in  July  and  Ansrust,  1862.  It  returned  from  the 
field  June,  18 G5,  with  350  men. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hnndred  aud  Eighteenth  Keglment,  \.  Y.  S,  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk ;  only  a  fragment  left ;  original  staff ; 
spear-head  gone. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  only  a  fragment  remaining; 
original  staff. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  inscribed  in  gilt,  "  118th  Regt.,  N.  Y. 
Vols.,"  and  "  Suffolk,"  »  South  Anna,"  »  Coal  itarbor,"  "  Fort 
Harrison,"  "Bermuda,"  "Swift  Creek,"  "Petersburg,"  "Fair 
Oaks,"  "  Drury's  Bluff;"  "  Crater,"  "  Richmond." 


\  i 
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The  national  (1)  and  the  regimental  were  with  the  regiment 
during  its  entire  term  of  service.  The  new  national  was  received 
under  orders  issued  by  Gen.  Butler,  with  its  inscriptions.  They 
were  returned  by  the  regiment,  after  its  muster  out  of  service, 
June  13,  1865. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth,  or  '-Adirondack  Regiment," 
was  organized  at  Pittsburgh,  and  mustered  into  service  August 
27,  1862.  It  was  composed  of  three  companies  from  Warren,  four 
from  Clinton,  and  three  from  Essex  countv,  and  had  an  aggregate 
of  986  men.  It  received  about  350  recruits,  and  returned  home 
with  only  323,  including  officers  and  men.  It  was  on  duty  at 
Suffolk,  Va.,  at  Gloucester  Point,  Norfolk,  and  Portsmouth,  until 
April,  1864,  when  it  joined  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  remained 
in  that  command  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At  Drury's  Bluff, 
Chapiirs  Farm,  and  Pair  Oaks,  it  lost  one-half  the  men  with  which 
it  entered  each  tight.  It  was  selected  by  Gen.  Devens  to  be  armed 
with  ''Spencer's  Repeating  Rifle,"  and  subsequently  formed  the 
skirmishers  covering  the  advance  of  the  Third  division,  Twenty- 
fourth  corps  ;  was  acting  as  such  when  Richmond  was  finally  occu- 
pied, and  was  the  first  oryanized  Federal  infantry  in  that  city.  It 
was  on  the  Deep  Bottom  raid,  in  Hecl>man7s  brigade,  and  marched 
thirty-eight  miles  in  one  day  in  heavy  marching  order.  In  a  letter 
to  Gov.  Fenton,  on  the  muster  out  of  the  regiment,  Gen.  Devens 
writes : 

"  The  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers  came 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  August,  1862.  After  a  few 
months  of  provost  duty  in  the  City  of  Washington,  it  was  transferred 
to  the  Department  of  Virginia,  and  has  always  remained  with  the 
troops  of  this  department.  It  bore  its  part  in  the  siege  of  Suffolk 
and  in  the  expedition  of  Gen.  Dix  up  the  Peninsula,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  command  of  Gen.  Getty  at  Newport  News,  in  the 
year  1863.  Its  principal  and  most  severe  campaigns  have  been 
since  the  spring  of  1864.  when  it  was  assigned  to  the  Eighteenth 
corps,  then  commanded  by  Gen.  Win.  E.  Smith,  and  forming  a 
portion  of  the  column  under  Maj.-Gen.  Butler,  Participating  in 
several  affairs  previously,  at  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff,  May  16, 
1861,  this  regiment  distinguished  itself  for  great  valor  and  perti- 
nacity, and  won  the  reputation  it  has  since  enjoyed,  of  being  one 
of  the  most  resolute  regiments  in  the  service.  Out  of  about  350 
men  engaged,  it  lost  in  this  conflict,  in  casualties,  198   men   and 

[Assem.  No.  148.]  15 


226  Fifth  A  xxca  l  Rep  or  t  of  the 

thirteen  officers,  and  it  is  a  most  noteworthy  fact  that,  having 
taken  200  prisoners  from  the  enemy, the  regiment  had  considerably 
more  prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  action  than  it  had  men  Jit  for 
duty.  At  the  important  action  of  Coal  Harbor,  the  regiment  was 
again  engaged,  losing  seventy  men  and  four  officers  :  again  at  Pe- 
tersburg, where  Major  Pruyn,  then  comanding,  was  killed  ;  at 
the  successful  assault  on  Fort  Harrison,  Sept.  29,  1864,  where  its 
commanding  officer,  Col.  Nichols,  was  severely  wounded  ;  and  at 
the  affair  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  Oct.  27 — in  all  these  actions 
suffering  heavily.  At  the  affair  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  the 
regiment,  being  partially  armed  with  Spencer's  rifles,  distinguished 
itself  by  its  services  in  skirmishes.  Only  a  few  of  these  weapons 
being  in  the  possession  of  the  division,  and  being  distributed  un- 
equally among  the  various  regiments,  I  ordered  them  to  be  col- 
lected and  issued  to  this  regiment  as  being  thoroughly  competent 
to  use  with  vigor  and  efficiency  this  destructive  weapon.  With 
this  weapon  they  will  return  to  your  State  armed,  and  it  is  a  most 
appropriate  testimonial  of  their  efficiency." 

The  regiment  is  here  represented  and  its  flags  carried  by  Ser- 
geant Potter  W.  Kenyou. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Rcgi&icnt,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
SEVEN    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  very  little  remaining  ;  original  staff 
broken.? 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  only  a  small  portion  remain- 
ing; originally  painted  with  arms  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  number 
of  regiment,  &c;   original  staff. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  new;  inscribed,  "119th  Regt,  N.  Y. 
S.  V." 

4.  5.  Guidons,  blue  silk;  new;  inscribed,  "N.  Y.  S.  V.,  119th 
Regiment." 

6.  National  Flag,  silk;  new;  inscribed.  "  119th  Regt.,  N.  Y. 
S.  V.,"  and  with  the  names  of  the  following  battles:  Gettysburg, 
Wahatchie,  Missionary  Ridge,  Relief  of  Knoxville,  Rocky  Faced 
Ridge,  Rcsaca,  Dallas,  Pine  Hill,  Kolb's  Farm,  Kenesaw,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta.  Savannah,  Charleston,  Columbia,  Bentonvilic. 
Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York. 
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7.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  new;  arms  of  the  Stale  of 
New  York  on  one  side,  and  of  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  other. 
Presented  by  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  flairs  one  to  five,  were  delivered  to  the  mustering  out  officer 
at  Hart's  Island,  New  York  harbor,  June  21,  1865,  and  by  him 
returned  to  the  adjutant-general.  Six  wndseveii  were  returned  to 
the  Bureau  by  Col.  J.  T.  Lockman,  who  represents  them  on  this 
occasion.  They  are  carried  by  Color  Sergeant  Schadner.  The  new 
national  is  inscribed  with  the  names  of  sixteen  battles,  sieges  and 
triumphs  in  which  the  regiment  participated,  from  Gettysburg  to 
Ealeigh. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  was  from  New  York  city, 
mid  went  out  under  the  command  of  the  late  Col.  Elias  Peksner, 
who  died  of  wounds  received  at  Chanceliorsville. 


Colors  of  tiie  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG* 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  with  staff. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  muster 
out  of  the  regiment,  June,  18G5,  without  history. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  regiment  was  recruited  in  the 
counties  of  Ulster  and  Greene,  under  the  Jul}' and  August  calls  of 
1862.  It  was  a  part  of  the  famous  Sickles'  brigade,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  following  battles:  Fredericksburg,  Chanceliorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Wapping  Heights,  James  City,  Strawberry  Plains, 
Mine  Run,  Kelly's  Ford,  Raccoon  Ford,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
Tolopotomy,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Siege  of  Petersburg,  Po 
River,  Guinness'  Station,  Poplar  Grove  Church,  Boydtown  Plank 
Road  (two  battles),  Deep  Bottom  (two  battles),  Hatcher's  Run, 
Amelia  Springs,  and  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Regiment.  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  end  and  top  ragged;  lower  and  outside 
upper  corner  gone;  and  also  about  one-eighth  of  flag  farthest 
from  stall';  inscribed  in  needlework,  "  123d  Regt.,  N.  Y.  V." 
Original  stall;  spear-head  gone. 
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This  flag  was  presented  to  the  regiment,  by  the  ladies  of  Wash- 
ington count}-,  before  leaving  for  the  field  in  September,  1862.  It 
was  used  by  the  regiment  until  February,  1865. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  original  staff. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  muster 
out  of  the  regiment,  June,   18G5. 

3.  National  Garrison  Flag,  bunting;  used  by  the  regiment  while 
on  garrison  duty. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  regiment  was  recruited  in 
Washington  county,  and  was  mustered  into  service  Sept.  4,  18G2. 
It  participated  in  the  following  battles:  Chancel lorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Resaca.  Cassville,  New  Hope  Church  or  Dallas,  Pine 
Mountain,  Lost  Mountain,  Kencsaw  Mountain,  Kulp's  Farm, 
Chattahoochie  River,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Montieth  Swamp, 
Savannah,  Columbia,  Chesterfield  Court  House,  Averysborough, 
Bentonville,  Moccasin  Swamp,  Raleigh. 

Represented  by  General  James  C.  Rogers. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  X.  I.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  with  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States,  and  number  of  regiment;   original  staff,  &c. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  muster 
out  of  the  regiment  June,  18G5.  It  was  received  by  the  regiment 
from  the  Quartermaster-General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  regiment,  sometimes  known 
as  the  "American  Guard/'  but  more  generally  as  the  "  Orange 
Blossoms,"  was  recruited  in  the  county  of  Orange,  under  the  July 
and  August  calls  of  1862.  It  was  in  the  following  actions  :  Manas- 
sas  Gap,  first  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Beverky  Ford,  Get- 
tysburg, Wapping  Heights,  Auburn,  Kelly's  Ford,  Jones'  Cross 
Roads,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Po  River,  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  Strawberry  Plains. 
Boydtown  Road.  Hatcher's  Run,  25th  March,  Sailor's  Creek,  and 
surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  The  battles  of  the  campaign  of  1804-5, 
thus  briefly  stated,  embraced  the  actions  of  May  5,  6,  10,  12,  15, 
18,  24,  and  30;  June  1,  4,  9,  16,  18,  and  10;  July  30;  August  14, 
16,  and  20;  two  engagements  at  Deep  Bottom;  the  siege  of  Peters- 
burg, and  the  final  assault  on  the  enemy's  works.     From  the  time 
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of  entering  the  service,  until  the  clisbandment  of  the  army,  it  was 
in  active  duty,  and  lost  severely  in  killed  and  wounded.  Its 
colonel,  A.  Van  Home  Ellis,  and  its  major,  James  Cromwell,  were 
killed  at  Gettysburg.  Colonel  Cummings,  who  succeeded  Colonel 
Ellis,  was  compelled  to  resign  from  wounds;  and  its  colonel  by 
brevet,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chas.  Weygant,  was  several  times 
wounded,  and  received  balls  through  every  article  of  his  clothing. 
Captains  Nicoll,  Jackson,  Crist,  Finnegan,  and  McCormick,  were 
killed  in  battle;  Captains  Murray,  Bush,  Benedict,  and  Mapes, 
disabled  by  wounds;  and  a  long  list  of  subordinate  officers  and 
privates  have  fallen  under  its  banners. 

The  first  color-bearer  of  the  regiment  was  Thomas  Foley,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvillc,  May  3,  1863.  The 
second  was  Hiram  Ketchum,  who  took  the  colors  after  Foley's 
death,  and  was  wounded  in  the  same  battle.  The  third  was  Wm. 
II.  llazen,  who  carried  the  colors  until  June  7,  I860.  The  fourth 
was  Samuel  McQuoid,  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863.  No 
other  color-bearers  were  injured.  The  following  color-corporals 
were  killed  or  wounded  :  W.  L.  Fairchilci,  killed  at  Chancellors- 
ville;  Andrew  Armstrong,  wounded  at  Gettysburg;  James  P. 
Moulton,  wounded  in  the  Wilderness;  Austin  Lamoreux,  wounded 
June  18,  1864,  and  again  in  the  assault  on  Petersburg,  and  died  of 
his  wounds;  John  Acker,  who  took  the  colors  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th  of  June,  and  was  shot  through  the  head  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day;  Archibald  Freeman,  wounded  May  12th,  having 
previously  captured  the  colors  of  the  Seventeenth  Louisiana;  and 
John  Scott,  killed  at  Gettysburg. 

Two  flags  were  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies  of 
Orange  county,  and  were  returned  to  then]. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hnndred  aud  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  HegimentahBanner,  blue  silk  ;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States  ;  original  stall. 

2.  JVaiional  Flag,  silk;  original  stall*. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  June,  1865. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  regiment  was  recruited  in 
the  Twelfth  Senatorial  district.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service 
at  Troy,  August  27,  1862  ;  was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  took 
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part  in  the  defence  and  surrender  of  that  place  under  Col.  Miles. 
It  re-entered  the  Held  June  25th,  1863,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Third  brigade,  Third  division,  Second  army  corps.  It  was  in  bat- 
tle at  Gettysburg  (where  it  lost  26  killed,  104  wounded  and  (j 
missing),  Auburn  Hills,  Bristow  Station  (where  it  captured  a  bat- 
tery of  live  guns),  Blackburn's  Ford,  Robertson's  Tavern,  Mine 
Run,  Morton's  Ford,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Po  River,  North 
Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  three  engagements  before  Petersburg,  Reams' 
Station,  Hatchers  Run,  Southside  Railroad,  and  the  pursuit  of 
Lee.  It  went  out  with  1,040  men,  and  returned  (June  8,  1865) 
with  240. 


Colors  of  the  Owe  Haudrcd  aiid  Twenty-sixth  Ileginieut,  &  T.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  in  good  condition  ;  arms  and 
motto  of  United  States  and  number  of  regiment  ;  original  staff, 

&C. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  faded  ;  inscribed,  "  Gettysburg,  Bris- 
tow Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Po  River,  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains, 
Deep  Bottom,  Reams'  Station,"  and  "  126th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  Y." 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  in  Juncy 
1865,  and  are  here  carried  by  private  Leonard  Seitz. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  regiment  was  organized 
at  Geneva,  under  the  calls  of  July  and  August,  1862,  and  was 
composed  of  volunteers  from  the  counties  of  Yates,  Seneca  and 
Ontario,  and  a  few  from  Monroe.  Its  first  service  in  the  field  was 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  where  it  shared  in  the  surrender  by  Col.  Miles. 
It  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  the  field  in  November,  1862, 
and  performed  duty  as  a  part  of  the  Third  corps,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Washington,  until  June,  1863,  when  it  was  made  a  part  of  the 
Third  brigade,  Third  division,  Second  army  corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  remained  with  that  army  until  its  disbandment.  At 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  its  fighting  career  commenced,  and  there 
it  lost  40  killed,  181  wounded  and  11  missing.  Among  the  killed 
was  Col.  Sherrill  and  Capts.  Wheeler,  Herendeen  and  Shinier,  and 
among  the  wounded  were  two  captains  and  six  lieutenants.  One 
color-bearer  was  shot  dead  and  one  severely  wounded.  It  was  on 
the  move  for  thirty-eight  days  prior  to  August  1st,  1863  j  marched 
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430  miles,  laid  in  line  of  battle  eight  days,  and  fought  three  days. 
This  baptism  of  blood  and  toil  it  wore  with  honor  in  all  its  subse- 
quent history. 


Colors  of  the  Oae  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
o>;e  flag. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  name  of  regiment  painted  on;  only 
a  portion  remaining;   staff  gone. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  regiment  was  raised  in 
the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Columbia,  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  1862.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  September  4th,  and  left  Hudson  for  Washington  on  the  5th 
of  that  month.  It  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  in  December,  18G2; 
was  in  the  assault  on  Port  Hudson,  May  23d,  1863;  was  engaged 
May  17th  at  Slaughter's  House,  where  the  gallant  Colonel  Cowles 
fell  mortally  wounded,  and  was  in  the  final  assault  of  June  14th. 
Subsequently  it  was  in  service  in  the  important  battles  of  the. 
Shenandoah  Valley,  under  Sheridan. 


Colors  of  the  Oue  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Regiment,  ^T.  Y.  S  V. 

ONE   FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States,  and  number  of  regiment;  staff  gone;   belt  accompanying. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  June,  1865.  It 
was  the  flag  of  the  regiment  while  acting  as  infantry. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Lockport,  and  left  the  State,  Aug.  23d,  1862.  On  the  19th  Decern- 
ber  following,  it  was  changed  to  the  Eighth  regiment,.  N..  Y.  V., 
Heavy  Artillery.     (Sec  Eighth  Artillery.) 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Beglrasat,  X.  T.S.  V. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  painted  with  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  and  motto,  and  also  number  of  regiment;  original 
staff. 
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The  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  regiment  was  organized  by  the 
senatorial  committee  of  the  Thirtieth  district,  at  Portage,  and  was 
recruited  in  Livingston,  Wyoming  and  Allegany  counties.  In  the 
autumn  of  18(35,  it  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  operations  near  Suffolk,  as  a  part  of  the  Seventh  army  corps. 
On  the  11th  August,  1863,  it  was  changed  to  the  Nineteenth  New 
York  Cavalry;  and  since  September  10th,  18G3,  it  has  been  known 
as  the  First  Regiment  Dragoons,  N.  Y.  V.  These  colors  were 
bore  by  the  regiment  only  during  its  service  as  an  infantry 
organization. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  Regiment,  ft.  Y.  S.  Y. 
FIVE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag^  silk;  almost  entirely  destroyed;  original  staff 
gone. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States;   "  131st  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment,  Infantry,"  in  scroll  below. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  red  silk;  embroidered  with  arms  of 
State  of  New  York;  "  Deus  Justus,"  in  scroll;  "  1st  Regt.  Metro- 
politan Guard"  and  "Excelsior"  on  and  over  escutcheon;  in 
scroll  below,  "As  our  fathers  for  us,  1776 — -1862,  we  for  our 
children." 

4.  5.  Guidons,  silk;  embroidered  with  "  131st  Regt.,  N.  Y.  V." 
The  national  (1)  and  regimental  (2)  were  received  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government.    The  regimental  banner  (3)  and  the  guidons  (4, 
5)  were  presented  by  citizens  of  New  York,  through  Horace  II. 
Day,  Esq.,  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first,  or  "  First  Regiment  Metro- 
politan Guard/'  was  recruited  in  the  city  of  New  York,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Metropolitan  police.  It  was  mustered  into  ser- 
vice September  9th,  1862;  was  stationed  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  until 
November  18th,  1862,  when  it  joined  the  Banks  expedition,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  First  brigade,  Fourth  division,  Nineteenth  army 
corps. 


', 
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Colors  of  Hie  One  Hundred  an;!  Thirty-second  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  Y. 
FOUR  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  painted  with  arms  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  "  132cl  Regiment,  K  Y.  V.  Infantry,"  and  "Pre- 
sented by  the  City  of  New  York;"  original  staff. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk)  inscribed,  "  Jackson's  Mill,  N.  C,  June 
21st  and  22d,  1864;"  "Bachelor's  Creek,  N.  C,  February  1st, 
18(34;"  "Southwest  Creek,  N.  0.,  December  11,  1864;"  "Kinston, 
N.  C,  March  8th,  9th,  and  10th,  1865;"  original  staff. 

3.  4.   Guidons,  bunting. 

The  regimental  banner  was  received  by  the  reffiment  while  at 
Bachelor's  Creek,  May,  18G3.  The  national  flag  and  guide  colors 
were  drawn  from  the  Quartermaster-General  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  October  2d,  1862.  They  are  all  much  worn  by  service,  but 
not  particularly  injured  in  battle,  the  color-bearers  having  been 
especially  enjoined  not*  to  wantonly  expose  them  to  the  enemy's 
fire.  The  lettering  (black)  on  the  national  flag,  was  placed  there 
in  the  field  by  a  private  soldier  of  the  regiment,  who  cut  the  let- 
ters from  black  cloth  and  sewed  them  on. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second,  or  "  Second  Regiment 
Empire  (Spinola's)  Brigade,"  was  recruited  in  part  in  the  cities  of 
New^  York  and  Brooklyn,  in  the  summer  of  1862,  and  finally 
organized  by  the  consolidation  with  it  of  180  men  of  the  Fifty- 
third  regiment.  It  left  the  State,  September  27,  1862;  served  in 
the  Eighteenth  army  corps  until  April,  1865,  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Twenty-third  corps.  It  was  engaged  in  the  follow- 
ing battles:  Blackwater,  Franklin,  and  Zunt  N.  C,  1862;  Pol- 
loeksville,  Street's  Ferry,  Newbern,  White  Oak  Creek,  and  Blount's 
Mills,  1863;  Bachelor's  Creek,  Jackson's  Mills,  and  Southwest 
Creek,  1864;  Kinston,  March  8-10,  1865.  It  was  almost  con- 
tinually on  outpost  duty.  From  March,  1865,  it  was  on  garrison 
duty  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  at  which  place  it  was  finally  relieved 
from  service. 
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Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Regiment,  S.  1.  S.  V. 
FIVE    FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Bonner,  blue  silk  ;  originally  embroidered  with 
eagle  and  ilag  of  United  States;  "Union,"  "Constitution,"  in 
seroll,  and  "  133d  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,"  to  which  has  since  been 
added,  "Port  Hudson,  May  27,  June  14,  18G3  ;  "  "Bislaud,  April 
12,  13,  1863;"  "Mansura,  May  1G,  1864;"  original  staff,  etc. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  inscribed  with  number  of  regiment  and 
also  with  the  names  of  battles  ;  original  staff,  etc. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  new  ;  emblazoned  with  arms 
of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  "  133d  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,"  and  "Pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York." 

4.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  only  a  small  portion  remaining. 

5.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  only  a  small  portion  remain- 
ing. 

The  regimental  banner  (No.  1),  and  the  national  flag  (No.  2), 
were  presented  to  the  regiment  by  Captain  Mount,  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  in  behalf  of  citizens  of  New  York  city,  September, 
1862,  at  Camp  Arthur,  Staten  Island.  They  were  carried  in  the 
battles  of  Bisland,  La.,  April  12,  13,  1863;  Port  Hudson,  May 
23  to  July  8,  1863  (including  two  grand  assaults,  May  27  and 
June  14)  ;  skirmishes  at  Vermilion  Bayou,  La.,  and  Carrion  Crow 
Bayou,  La.;  battle  of  Mansura  Plains,  La.;  skirmish  at  Snicker's 
Ford,  Va.,  July,  1864,  and  battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  Va.,  October 
19,  1864.  Flags  3,  4  and  5  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General 
on  the  muster  out  of  the  regiment,  June,  1865. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third,  or  "Second  regiment  Metro- 
politan Guard,"  was  recruited  under  the  auspices  of  the  Metropo- 
litan Police.  It  was  in  service  in  the  Louisana  campaigns  of 
1863-4,  and  subsequently  under  Sheridan  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah. 


Colors  of  the  On?  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Regiment,  ST.  T.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 
1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and   motto  of  United 


States,  and  number  of  regiment;  original  staff. 
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2.  National  Flag^  silk;  original  staff. 

These   flags  were    returned'  to    the    Adjutant-General  without 
history. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  regiment  was  recruited  in 
the  counties  of  Delaware,  Schoharie  and   Schenectad}',  and    was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  serviec  on  the  22d  of  September, 
1862,  at  Schoharie  C.  H.     It  joined    General   Siegel's  corps  (the 
Eleventh)  at  Fairfax  C.  II. ,  about  the  2d   of  October  following, 
and  served  with  that  corps  during  the  battles  of  Chancellorsviiie 
and  Gettysburg.     In  September,  1863,  it  left  for  Tennessee  as  a 
part  of  the  Twentieth  corps  under  General  Hooker,  and  assisted 
in  opening  the  "cracker  line"  through  Lookout  Valley  to  Rose- 
crans'  army.     It  lay  in  that  valley  until  the  battles  of  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  latter  engagement  the 
regiment  participated  in  the  charge  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
their  works.     It  then  moved  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  assisted 
in  raising  the  siege,  and  then  returned  to  Lookout  Valley.     Dur- 
ing this  march,  in  common  with  other  regiments,  it  suffered  terri- 
bly, having  moved  on  a  "  dog  trot"  all  the  way,  with  nothing  to 
eat  but  a  little  flour  and  pork  captured  from  the  enemy.     It  came 
back  fatigued  and  in  rags.     It  remained  in  Lookout  Valley  until 
May  4th,  1864,  when  it  broke  camp  and  started  on  the  memora- 
ble Atlanta  campaign.     It  was  in  every  battle  on  this  march,  the 
principal  of  which  were  Rocky  Faced  Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Pine 
Knob,  Lost  Mountain  and  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  entered  Atlanta 
September  3d.     It  garrisoned  that  city  while  Hood  was  being 
driven  North,  and  on  the  loth  November  started  on  the  Savan- 
nah campaign.     It  entered  Savannah  on  the  21st  December,  and 
remained  until  the  27th   Janua.iy,  1865,   when  it   started   on  the 
march  through  South  Carolina,  crossed  almost  impassable  swamps, 
and  arrived  at  Goldsboro',  N.  C.     It  afterwards  moved  to  Raleigh, 
and  remained  in  that  section  until  the  surrender  of  General  John- 
ston, when  it  marched  to  Washington  and  took  part  in  the  grand 
review  of  Sherman's  army.     It  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the 
10th  of  June. 
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Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  &'•  V.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  emblazoned  with  arms  of 
United  Slates  and  motto,  and  "  135th  jNt.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment,  Infan- 
try." 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth  regiment,  or  "Anthony 
Wayne  Guard,"  was  recruited  in  the  Eighth  Senatorial  district, 
(composed  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Putnam  and  Rockland), 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  Sept.  * 
1862.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (Oct.  3,  1862),  it  wa 
transferred  from  the  infantry  to  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service 
and  designated  as  the  "Sixth  Regiment,  New  York  State  Arid 
lery."  The  flag  presented  was  received  from  the  General  Govern 
ment,  and  was  carried  by  the  regiment  during  its  service  as  infantry 
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Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  ?M  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  ft*.  Y.  S.  V. 
FOUR  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  wrorn  ;  with  staff. 

2.  National  Flag \  new;  inscribed,  "  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Lookout  Mountain,  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Knox- 
ville,  Buzzard's  Roost  Gap,  Resaca,  Cassville,  Dallas,  Gilgal  Church, 
Kulp's  Farm,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Turner's 
Ferry,  Atlanta,  Millcdgeville,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Averysburgh, 
Bentonville,  Goldshoro,  Raleigh." 

3.  4.   Guidons,  silk  ;  with  staffs. 
These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  in  June.    The 

old  national  was  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the  regiment 
took  part  from  Chattanooga  to  Raleigh.  The  new  national  was 
obtained  from  the  War  Department,  and  was  inscribed,  by  the 
direction  of  Col.  Wood,  with  the  names  of  the  battles  in  which 
the  regiment  was  engaged. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Portage  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  mustered  into  service  September  25th, 
1S62.  It  was  composed  of  live  companies  from  Livingston  county, 
two  from  Allegany,  and  three  from  Wyoming.  On  the  10th  of 
October,  1862,  it  was  assigned  to  the  Eleventh  corps  under  Gene- 
ral Sigel,  and  participated  in  the  movements  of  that  corps  until 
the  14th  April,  I<s64,  when  it  became  a  part  of  the  Third  brigade, 
Third  division,  Twentieth  corps. 
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Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Ke^iu)ont,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  much  wcrn  ;   with  staff. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  regiment  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Binghamton  in  September,  1862.  It  was  recruited 
in  the  counties  of  Cortland,  Broome  and  Tioga.  It  was  attached 
to  the  Third  brigade,  Second  division,  (White  Star),  Twelfth  army 
corps,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  October,  18G2,  and  remained  in  that  com- 
mand until  the  organization  of  the  Twentieth  corps  (by  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth),  April,  18(54.  It  was  in 
the  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg  campaigns,  and  in  the  battles 
and  marches  of  Sherman's  army  from  Lookout  Mountain  to  Raleigh. 

Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  Regiment,  S.Y.  S.  V. 
FIVE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;    with  staff. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States  and  number  of  regiment ;  staff*,  &c. 

3.  4.,  Guidons,  silk  ;   "  139"  in  center. 
5.  National  Flag,  silk. 

These  flags  were  received  by  the  Adjutant-General  in  June. 
They  are  here  represented  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Roberts. 
The  national  flag  (5)  was  carried  in  fifteen  engagements,  includ- 
ing Drury's  Bluff,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Fort  Har- 
rison, Sec,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  Richmond.  It  is  here 
borne  by  color-hearer  George  W.  Smith,  who  was  wounded  while 
carrying  it  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  Fort  Harrison,  Sept.  29, 
1864. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  regiment  was  recruited 
on  Long  Island,  and  was  organized  at  Brooklyn  in  August,  1862. 
It  served  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
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Colors  of  the  One  Ilcndrod  and  Fortieth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  almost  entirely  destroyed  ;  with  staff. 

2.  Regimental  Fanner,  blue  silk  ;  on  one  side  "  God  help  the 
Right,"  arms  and  motto  of  the  United  States,  and  ';  140th  Rejrt., 
N.  Y.  S.  V.;"  on  the  other,  "Presented  by  34  Young  Ladies  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Monroe  County  Regiment,'''  and  arms  and 
motto  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  original  staff,  &c. 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States  and  number  of  regiment, ;  original  staff. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant- General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  regiment  was  recruited  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  twelve  days.  It  was  organized  Sept.  1st, 
and  mustered  in  Sept.  13,  1862.  It  was  assigned  to  the  First 
brigade,  Second  division,  Fifth  army  corps.  It  was  in  actions  at 
Snicker's  Gap,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bev- 
erly Ford,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Robertson's  Tavern,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad, 
and  in  all  the  actions  in  which  the  Fifth  corps  took  part.  Cols. 
O'Rorke  and  Ryan,  Lieut.-Col.  Randall,  Major  Starks  and  other 
officers  fell  in  battle. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;   with  staff. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  regiment  was  organized  at 
Elmira  under  the  July  and  August  calls  of  1862,  and  left  the  State 
on  the  15th  September  of  that  year.  It  was  in  service  at  Suffolk, 
Ya.,  and  on  the  Peninsula  until  July,  1863,  when  it  was  assigned 
to  the  Eleventh  corps,  and  accompanied  it  to  Tennessee.  By  sub- 
sequent consolidation  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  corps  it  became 
part  of  the  Twentieth  corps,  in  which  it  remained  until  the  dis- 
bandment  of  the  army.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain,  Relief  of  Knoxville,  Resaca,  Dallas, 
Atlanta,  Kenesaw,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  the  subsequent  move- 
ments of  Sherman's  army  from  Atlanta  to  Raleigh. 
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Color?  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-third  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk;  embroidered  on  both  sides  with 
the  Siate  motto  and  military  arms,  and  the  words,  "Sullivan 
County,"  also,  the  words,  '-Presented  by  the  citizens  of  Sullivan 
county,  Oct.,  1863 ;"  original  staff,  and  belt  ofcolor-bearer. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk:  worn;  inscribed  as  follows:  '•' Nanse- 
mond,  May  30,  1803;  Lookout  Valley,  Oct.  28  and  29,  1863; 
Chattanooga,  Nov.  23,  24,  25,  1863;  Relief  of  Knoxville,  Novem- 
ber 29  to  December  16,  1863." 

These  flags  (in  addition  to  the  engagements  inscribed  upon 
them)  have  been  borne  by  the  regiment  through  as  many  States  as 
formed  the  Union  in  1776. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty-third  regiment  was  recruited  in 
Sullivan  county  in  August  and  September.  1862,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  Oct.  8  and  9  of  that  year,  It  has  taken  part  in  the 
following  engagements,  viz.:  Nansemond,  Lookout  Valley  (two), 
Chattanooga  (three),  Relief  of  Knoxville  (two),  Resaca,  Dallas, 
Kencsaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Ridge,  and  Atlanta.  It  shared  in 
the  march  under  Gen.  Sherman  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  and  the 
subsequent  movements  of  that  command. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-sixth  Regiment,  JV.  1.  S.  V. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  painted  with  arms  of  United 
States  and  motto,  and  inscribed,  "  Hal  leek  Infantry,"  "  146th  N. 
Y.  Vol.  Regiment  Infantry  ;  "  original  spear  and  cord  and  tassels  ; 
staff  gone. 

This  tlag  was  carried  by  the  regiment  in  the  campaigns  of 
1862-3. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty  sixth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Rome,  under  the  direction  of  the  Senatorial  Committee  of  the 
Nineteenth  District,  and  left  the  State  September  27,  1862.  It 
has  been  frequently  designated  the  "Fifth  Oneida/'  but  its  origi- 
nal synonym  was  "  Halleck  Infantry,"  in  honor  of  Gen.  Halleck, 
whose  birth-place  was  in  the  county  where  it  was  raised.     It  was 
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engaged  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chanccllorsville,  Get- 
tysburg, Rappahannock  Station,  Bristow  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wil- 
liamsport,  Wapping  Heights,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Laurel 
Hill,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Bethcsda  Church,  Petersburg, 
Weldon  Railroad,  Chapel  House,  Hatcher's  Run  (two),  Hicks' 
Ford,  "White  Oak  Road,  Five  Forks,  Appomattox  Court  House, 
Lee's  surrender.  It  lost  two  field  officers  and  four  line  officers, 
killed  in  battle  ;  two  by  disease,  live  by  resignation  on  account 
of  wounds,  and  one  by  transfer.  Sixteen  of  its  officers  and  525 
of  its  enlisted  men  were  wounded  in  battle.  One  hundred  and 
sixty.two  of  its  enlisted  men  were  killed  in  battle,  125  died  of 
disease,  550  were  discharged  for  wounds  and  disability,  324  were 
transferred,  and  427  mustered  out  of  service. 


Colors  of  l!ie  One  flniidred  and  Forty-scTeiitli  Regiment,  5.  T.  S.  V. 
THKEE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  original  staff. 

2,  3.  Guidons,  silk ;  staffs  gone. 

These  Hags  were  drawn  from  the  General  Government  in  March, 
1864,  and  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  muster 
out  of  the  regiment  in  June,  1865.  They  were  carried  in  the  fol- 
lowing actions,  viz.:  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Coal  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Fettle's  Farm,  Hatcher's  Run,  Dabiiey's  Mills,  Grav- 
elly Run,  Laurel  Hill,  North  Anna,  Bottom's  Bridge,  Weldon 
Railroad,  Chapel  House,  Bellticld,  Five  Forks,  and  Lee's  surren- 
der. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  was  recruited  in  Oswego 
county,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1862.  It  took  part  in  the 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg  campaigns,  and  in  the  campaigns 
under  General  Grant  in  1864-5. 


Colors  of  the  Cue  Haadred  and  Forty-eighth  Regiment,  X.  T.  S.  V. 
OXE   FLAG. 

1.  11 egi 'mental . Banner,  silk;  outside  end  of  ilacr  ragged  and 
fringe  gone  ;  staff  broken  near  spear-head  ;  eagle  with  national 
motto  in  scroll  ;  stars  in  field  over  the  cade.     Inscribed  "  148th 


Chief  of  the  B  i  -re.  i  u  of  Mil  tta  r  y  Sta  tistics.  241 

N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment  Infantry,"  in   scroll    beneath.     No    history 
accompanying. 

Thu  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Geneva,  in  the  autumn  of  1862,  and  left  for  Washington  in  Sep- 
tember. It  was  composed  of  companies  from  Seneca,  Yates  and 
Ontario  counties.  It  was  on  garrison  and  provost  duty  until  the 
campaign  of  1864,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  field  and  was  engaged 
in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff,  the  battle 
of  Coal  Harbor,  and  others. 


TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States,  and  "  150th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Kegiment  Infantry;'1  original   staff. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  in  tatters;   original  staff;  spear  gone. 
These  Hags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  on  the  mus- 
ter out  of  the  regiment  in  June  last. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  regiment  was  recruited  in  the 
counties  of  Dutchess  and  Columbia,  and  organized  at  Pough- 
keepsie  in  October,  1862.  It  was  in  the  campaigns  of  Gettysburg, 
and  Atlanta,  and  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah  and  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fir^t  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
FIVE  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  with  United  States  arms  and  motto 
painted  upon  each  side. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  four-fifths  gone. 

These  Hags  were  received  by  the  regiment,  from  the  State,  about 
the  1st  of  October,  18G2.  They  were  borne  in  the  following 
engagements,  viz  :  Wapping  Heights,  McLane's  Ford,  Kelly's 
Ford,  Locust  Grove,  and  Mine  Run.  At  Locust  Grove  the  color- 
bearer,  Sergeant  II.  E.  Earl,  jr.,  was  wounded  three  times. 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;   with  staff. 

4.  5.  Guidons. 

These  Hags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  without  his- 
tory. 

[Asscm.  No.  148.]  1G 
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The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-first  regiment  was  organized  in  the 
Twenty-ninth  Senatorial  district,  and  was  composed  of  companies 
from  the  counties  of  Niagara,  Genesee  and  Orleans. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Kegimcut,  IS'.  Y.  S.  V. 
THREE  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk ;  with  arms  and  motto  of 
United  States,  and  "153d  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment  Infantry/' 

2,  3.  Guidons,  white  silk;  "  153"  in  center  ;  without  stalls. 
The  guidons  were  presented  to  the  regiment   by  Mrs.  Joseph 

Strain,  Albany,  X.  Y.,  November,  1862.  They  were  carried  on 
the  Red  River  expedition,  and  were  in  the  battles  and  skirmishes 
at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill,  Marksville,  Cane  River 
Crossing  and  Alexandria,  La. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  regiment  was  recruited  prin- 
cipally iu  Montgomery,  Clinton,  Essex  and  Fulton  counties,  in  the 
fall  of  18G2.  It  was  on  guard  and  police  duty  in  the  vicinity  of 
Washington  until  February,  1861,  when  it  was  sent  to  New 
Orleans,  and,  as  part  of  the  First  brigade,  First  division,  Nine- 
teenth army  corps,  was  engaged  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Cane  River  and  Mansura.  It  returned  to  Washington  in 
July,  1864,  and  served  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  campaign  under 
Gen.  Sheridan. 

Represented  by  Lieut.-Col.  Alex.  Strain. 


Colors  of  the  One  Ilnndred  and  Fifty-sixth  Regiment,  X.  1.  S.  V. 
OXE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  without  staff. 

This  flag  was  furnished  to  the  regiment  by  the  State  ;  about 
three-fifths  of  the  Hag  is  gone  ;  the  union  and  the  stars  and  stripes 
below  the  union  remaining.  It  was  gallantly  borne  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Bisland  and  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Kingston,  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  under  the  synonym  of  "  The 
Mountain  Legion."  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  November  17,  l$i>2,  and  left  the  State  for  New  Orleans 
December   4th   of  that  year.     It  served  with  credit  in  the  cam- 
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paign  terminating  in  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson.  It  performed 
provost  duty  at  Baton  Rouge  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  and  in 
the  spring  was  engaged  in  the  Red  River  expedition  under  Gen. 
Banks.  It  returned  to  Washington  with  the  Nineteenth  army 
corps,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  served  with  credit  under  Gen. 
Sheridan  at  Opequan,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  By  order 
of  the  corps  commander  the  names  of  Bisland,  Port  Hudson,  Man- 
sura,  Opequan,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek  were  inscribed  on 
the  banner  of  the  regiment. 


Colors  of  ilie  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  Regiment,  N".  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;   with  staff. 
Returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without  history. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  regiment  was  organized  at 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and   was   mustered  into  service  September  3  9, 

1862.  It  was  composed  of  five  companies  recruited  iu  Madison 
county,  and  five  companies  recruited  in  Cortland  county.  It  was 
first  assigned  to  a  provisional  brigade,  and  subsequently  to  the 
First  brigade,  Third  division,  Eleventh  army  corps.     In  August, 

1863,  it  was  transferred,  with  the  First  division,  Eleventh  corps, 
to  the  Department  of  the  South.  It  was  in  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Fort  Wagner,  John's  Island  (two),  Honey 
Hill,  S.  C,  and  Dingle's  Mill.  At  Chancellorsville,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  New  York  and  the  Sixty-first  Ohio, 
were  the  only  regiments  of  the  Eleventh  corps  that  stood  their 
ground  and  retired  in  good  order  at  the  word  of  command.  At 
Dingle's  Mill,  S.  C,  it  had  the  honor  of  driving  the  enemy  from 
a  strongly  entrenched  position,  and  of  capturing  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  one  battle-flag  and  many  prisoners. 


Cqlors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second  Uegiuieut,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  union  torn  out  by  a  charge  of  grape. 

2.  Regimental   Banner,    blue  silk;  in  the   centre  of   which    is 
painted  the  national  coat  of  arms. 
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These  flags  were  presented  to  the  regiment  October  18,  18G2. 
They  were  borne  at  Bisland  and  Port  Hudson,  La.  At  the  latter 
place  the  union  was  torn  from  the  national  ilag  by  a  charge  oi" 
grape  shot.  In  the  Red  River  campaign  the  Colors  were  present 
in  the  following  engagements,  viz.  :  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant 
Hill  (where  Colonel  Lewis  Benedict,  commanding  brigade,  was 
killed)  and  Cane  River  Crossing.  Four  times  have  these  colur.>> 
been  shot  down  in  battle;  two  of  their  bearers  have  been  killed 
and  two  wounded. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-Second  regiment  was  organized  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  fall  of  18 G2,  under  the  synonym  of 
the  "  Third  Metropolitan  Guard." 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-eighth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk:   in  good  condition. 

2.  Regimental   Banner,   blue  silk;   with    arms    and    motto    of 
United  States,  and  "  168th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment  Infantry." 

•  These  flags  were  furnished  to  the  regiment  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  regiment  was  organized  at  Newburgh,  Orange 
county,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  for  nine  months'  service.  It  was  com- 
posed of  men  recruited  in  Orange,  Westchester  and  Broome 
counties.  It  was  principally  engaged  in  guard  dut}r  at  Baltimore 
and  Norfolk,  Va. 


Colors  of  the  One  iiuudred  and  Sixty-ninth  Uegimeut  X.  1.  S.  Y. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  silk. 

These  flags  were  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  State  in 
September,  1862.  They  are  injured  in  every  part.  Each  has  at 
least  one  hundred  holes  from  bullets  and  shell,  and  the  holes  have 
now  run  into  each  other  and  appear  like  rents.  The  'staff  of  the 
regimental  banner  was  so  shattered  by  bullets  as  to  be  useless,  and 
was  replaced  by  a  staff  captured  from  the  cnem^  near  Petersburg 
at  the  time  of  the  mine  explosion.  Ten  different  bearers  have 
been  killed  or  wounded  while  carrying  these  colors.     They  have 
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been  in  the  following  engagements,  viz.:  Edenton  Road,  Carrsville, 
Blockwater  Ford,  Blackwater  Bridge,  Zuni,  Nansemond  or  Provi- 
dence Church,  South  Anna,  Siege  of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
Ran tou  1  Bridge,  Cedar  Creek  or  King's  Road,  Walthall  Junction, 
Chester  Station,  Drury's  Bluff,  Foster's  Plantation  (two),  Coal 
Harbor,  Petersburg  (three),  Dutch  Gap,  second  Malvern  Hill,  and 
Cbapin's  Farm  or  Fort  Harrison;  also  in  several  brisk  skirmishes. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  under  command  of  Colonel  Clarence  Buel,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  October  6,  18G2.  In  addition  to  the  engage- 
ments in  which  the  flags  here  presented  have  been  under  lire,  it 
has  participated  in  the  following,  viz.:  Darby  town  Road,  October 
7,  1864;  Fort  Fisher,  December  25,  1864;  and  Fort  Fisher,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1865;  on  which  last  occasion  it  was  the  first  to  reach  the 
shore,  and,  in  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of  the  fort,  suffered 
severely — one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  enlisted  men  and  thir- 
teen officers  being  killed  or  wounded.  Colonel  Buel  was  the  first 
person  belonging  to  the  regiment  who  was  wounded.  Colonel 
John  McConihe,  his  successor  in  command,  was  killed  at  Coal 
Harbor;  and  Colonel  (now  Brevet  Brig.-General)  Alonzo  Alden 
was  blown  up  by  the  explosion  of  the  Fort  Fisher  magazine  and 
seriously  injured. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  Regiment,  ft,  Y.  S.  V. 


TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  silk. 

These  flags  were  furnished  to  the  regiment  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1863,  by  the  Quartermaster  Department  of  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  replace  colors  captured  by  the  rebels 
and  since  recaptured.  There  is  very  little  of  the  flags  remaining. 
The  staff  of  the  regimental  banner  was  lost  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va. 
where  the  color-bearer,  Sergeant  Albert  Gherkin,  was  killed.  A 
portion  of  the  flag  was  saved  by  the  members  of  the  color-guard, 
and  both  colors  placed  upon  one  stall*  They  were  carried  by  the 
regiment  during  the  Red  River  campaign,  in  the  spring  of  1864; 
in  Gen.  Sheridan's  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.,  in 
the  summer  and  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  during  the  service  of  the 
regiment    in    Georgia    and    North   Carolina   in    the    winter   and 


Sept.  22,  18(34,  and  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  1864     At  Opequim, 
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spring   of   18G5.     They    were  under  fire  at  Mansura,   La.,   May 
16,  1864,  at   Opequan,  Va.,  Sept.    19,  1864,  at  Fisher's  Hill,  Va.. 


Va.,  three  of  the  color-guard  were  wounded;  at  Fisher's  Hill  oik 
was  killed,  and  at  Cedar  Creek,  the  bearer  of  the  regimental  banner 
was  killed,  and  one  of  the  guard  wounded.  The  national  color 
was  borne  in  all  actions  by  Color-Sergeant  Luke  B.  Casey,  who 
always  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust.  At  Fishers  Hill, 
these  colors  were  the  first  of  the  Nineteenth  corps  that  were  car- 
ried into  the  enemy's  trenches,  and  the  regiment  captured  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  At  Cedar  Creek,  although  the  regiment  was 
the  first  of  the  Nineteenth  corps  to  be  attacked,  these  colors  were 
the  last  to  leave  the  trenches  when  the  corps  was,  for  a  time,  com- 
pelled to  retreat.     These  facts,  which  are  communicated  by  Chas. 


The  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth,  or  "  Ironsides  "  regiment, 


Lewis,  Major  commanding,  are   fully  sustained   by  official  report. 


was  organized  at  Brooklyn  in  Dec,  1862,  having  received,  by 
consolidation,  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  men  recruited  in 
Orange  county  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixth  regiment,  and 
a  number  recruited  for  the  Fifty-second  National  Guard  in  Brook- 
lyn.  It  served  as  a  part  of  the  Nineteenth  corps,  from  July  20, 
1864,  to  April  10,  1865,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  Tenth  corps. 


CoIdis  of  the  One  Don dred  and  Seventy-seventh  Regiment,  N,  Y.  S.  V,  (Tenth  X.  Y.  S.  N.  G.) 

TWO    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk ;  torn;  original  staff  in  part.  Presented 
to  the  regiment  at  Bonne  Carre,  La.,  by  Mrs.  Lieut.  Edward  H. 
Merrihew,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  painted  with  arms  of  United 
States  and  motto,  and  number  of  regiment. 

The  Tenth  regiment  National  Guard  was  organized  at  Albany, 
under  Col.  Ira  W.  Ainsworth,  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  and  performed  guard  duty  and  other  service,  in  aid  of 
the  General  Government,  by  order  of  Gov.  Morgan.  Under  a 
special  order  of  the  War  Department  accepting  volunteers  for  nine 
months,  it  tendered  its  services  for  the  third  time  to  Gov.  Morgan. 
Li  September,  18G2,  it  was  accepted  and  assigned  to  Gen.  Banks, 
under  the  name  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Volun- 
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teers,  and  sailed  with  the  expedition  in  December,  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf. 

On  its  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  it  was  attached  to  the  Third  bri- 
gade, Second  division,  Nineteenth  corps,  and  served  in  holding  the 
defenses  of  New  Orleans  until  March,  when  the  campaign  of  Lou- 
isiana was  commenced.  It  served  with  the  brigade  in  two  cam- 
paigns on  the  Amite  river,  each  time  being  sharply  engaged  by 
the  enemy,  and  lost  its  first  man  in  action.  It  then  participated  in 
the  campaigns  from  New  Orleans  to  Port  Hudson,  and  arrived  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  works  on  the  23d  of  May.  On  the  25th,  Gen. 
Banks,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  to  open 
communication  with  the  fleet,  ordered  the  regiment  to  cut  its  way 
through  to  the  river.  This  service  was  gallantly  performed  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  main  works.  The  regiment 
approached  so  close  to  the  fortification  that  the  guns  of  the  forts 
over-ranged,  thus  saving  the  regiment  from  great  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  first  blood  at  Port  Hudson  was  drawn  from  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  on  this  reconnoisance. 

The  regiment  was  actively   engaged   during  the  entire  siege  of 
Port  Hudson,  taking   part   in  the   battles  of  May  27th  and  June 
14th.    It  also  served  as  the  supporting  column  in  the  hand  grenader- 
assault  on  the  citadel,  on   the   nights  of  June  27th  and  29th,  and: 
suffered  severely.     On  the    fall   of  Port  Hudson,  the  time  of  the- 
regiment  having  expired,  it  returned   home  by  way  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  the  route   originally   promised   by   Gen.  Banks  to  the 
troops  of  his  expedition.    After  being  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service,  it  resumed  its  original  position  in  the  Ninth  brigade,-. 
National  Guard. 


Colors  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-ninth  Regiment,  K.  Y.  S.  Y- 
FOUR   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag >  silk;   nearly  new  ;    inscribed,   "Petersburg,. 
June    17th   and   July  30th,  1864;     Welclon    Railroad,-:  Poplar 
Spring  Church;    Hatcher's  Run;  Petersburg,  April  1st  and  2d, 
1865." 

2.  Regimental  Banner i  blue  silk;  arms  and    motto  of.  United 
States  and  number  of  regiment ;  original  staff. 

3.  4.  Guidons  ;  inscribed  "  179th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Vols." 
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Those  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant- Gen  oral,  without  his- 
tory. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-ninth  regiment  was  organized 
at  Ehnira  in  1864,  from  companies  recruited  in  different  parts  of 
the  State.  It  was  principally  composed  of  veterans,  and  hence 
was  put  in  active  service.  It  was  in  some  of  the  most  important 
battles  of  the  closing  period  of  the  war,  as  the  inscriptions  on  its 


flag  indicates. 


Colors  of  the  One  Ilnndred  and  Eighty-sixth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  arms  and  motto  of  United 
States,  and  number  of  regiment;   original  staff. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  original  staff  gone. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  without  his- 
tory. 

The- One  Hundred  and  Eighty-sixth  regiment  was  recruited  prin- 
cipally in  Lewis  and  Jefferson  counties,  and  was  mustered  into 
service,  September  8th,  1864.  It  went  out  980  strong,  lost  130 
in  killed  and  wounded,  120  by  disease  and  discharge,  and  returned 
with  730.  It  was  in  battle  of  South  Side  Railroad,  October  27, 
1804;  formed  part  of  Warren's  command  in  his  raid  to  Nottaway, 
December  10;  was  in  the  charge  on  Fort  Mahone  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  April  2,  1865;  and  then  joined  in  the  pursuit  and 
capture  of  General  Lee.  It  was  among  the  first  to  enter  the  rebel 
fortifications  at  Petersburg,  and  was  highly  complimented  by  its 
brigade  and  division  commanders  for  the  irallantrv  shown  in  its 
charge  on  "Fort  Mahone/7 


Colors  of  the  One  Hnodred  and  Eighty-iilntli  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  faded;  original  staff. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  original  staff. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  without  his- 
tory. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-ninth  regiment  was  organized  at 
Elmira,  October  3,  1864,  and  was  composed  of  companies  recruited 
in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
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Colors  of  the  First  Regiment  Artillery,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  Guidon,  of  Battery  M. 

2.  Guidon,  of  Battery  K. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without  his- 
tory. 

Battery  K  was  organized  at  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.,  in  September, 
1861,  and  was  known  as  the  Fort  Plain  Battery.  It  was  mustered 
at  Elmira,  Oct.  4,  1861 — Lorenzo  Crounse,  captain  ;  Solon  W. 
Stocking,  first-lieutenant  ;  Angell  Matthewson,  second-lieuten- 
ant. It  was  in  battles  as  follows  :  Harper's  Ferry,  Cedar  Mountein, 
Beverly  Ford,  Rappahannock  Station,  Chantilly,  first  Fredericks- 
burg, Chaucellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  Mine  Run  ;  was  in  the 
defenses  of  Washington  from  April  1,  1864,  until  muster  out  of 
service. 

Battery  M  was  organized  in  October,  1861,  at  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
under  command  of  Capt.  Cothran.  It  was  known  as  u  Cothran's 
Battery/'  and  was  in  service  in  the  campaign  under  Gen.  Sherman. 


Colors  of  the  Seeond  Keginicnt  Artillery,  X.  T.  S.  V. 
THREE    FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  much  worn. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  yellow  silk;  design,  cannon  crossed  in 
center,  with  name  of  regiment ;   much  worn  ;   original  staff  gone 

3.  National  Flag,  silk;  small,  with  the  letters  "N.  Y.  S.  V.,7 
embroidered  ;  original  staff  gone. 

This  regiment  was  organized  on  Staten  Island  in  1861,  and  was 
known  as  the  "  Morgan  Artillery."  It  participated  in  the  follow- 
ing engagements  :  Second  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  1862  ;  Nye,  May  19, 
1864;  North  Anna,  May  23  and  26  ;  Tolopotomy.  May  31  :  Coal 
Harbor,  June  2  to  12  ;  Petersburg,  June  16  to  21  ;  "Williams' 
Farm,  Juno  21  to  30  ;  Deep  Bottom,  July  29  ;  New  Market  Bead, 
August  14  :  Charles  City  Cross  Boatls,  August  17  ;  Beams'  Station, 
August  25.  It  lost  841  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Major 
George  S.  Dawson,  of  Albany,  is  among  its  heroic  dead. 
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Colors  of  the  Third  Artillery,  (formerly  Miictecnth  Regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  V.) 
TWO   FLAGS. 


■ 


1.  National  Flag,  silk. 
This  flag  is  inscribed,  by  authority,  with  the  names  of  battles  in 

which  it  was  carried,  viz.:  Lovettsville,  August  18,  1861  ;  Fort 
Macon,  April  2(3,  18(32  ;  Washington,  September  6,  1862  ;  Kawle's 
Mills,  November  2,  1862  ;  Southwest  Creek,  December  13,  1862  ; 
Kinston,  December  14,  1862;  Whitehall,  December  16,  1862; 
Goldsboro,  December  17,  1862;  Newborn,  March  14, 1863  ;  Wash- 
ington, April,  1863. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk  ;  inscribed  with  name  of  battery  in  black 
letters. 

This  was  the  flag  of  "  Howell's  Battery,"  company  M,  Third 
artillery.  This  battery  was  originally  organized  in  Albany.  It 
was  reorganized,  as  a  veteran  command,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1864.  It  served  in  Virgina  and  North  Carolina  ;  was  engaged  in 
thirty-eight  regular  engagements,  and  was  one  hundred  consecu- 
tive days  under  the  enemy's  lire. 

The  Third  Artillery  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1861,  as  the 
Nineteenth  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Infantry.  It  was  changed,  December  11, 
1861,  to  Third  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Artillery.  It  was  known  by  the 
synonyms  of  "  Seward  Infantry,"  u  Cayuga  Regiment, "  and  "  Sew- 
ard  Artillery."  It  was  organized  at  Elmira,  and  was  originally 
composed  of  six  companies  from  Auburn,  one  from  Seneca  Falls, 
one  from  Moravia,  one  from  Weedsport,  and  one  from  Union 
Springs.  Five  new  companies  were  added  to  it  in  the  winter  of 
1861-2,  and  one  in  March,  1862.  Four  new  companies  were 
added  in  1863-4,  giving  a  total  of  men  on  its  rolls,  of  4,408.  In 
May,  1863,  532  men  were  mustered  out  by  expiration  of  period 
of  enlistment.  It  lost  217  killed  in  action;  233  wounded,  247 
died,  and  355  deserted.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  engagements 
in  which  the  regiment,  or  some  of  its  batteries,  participated  :  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Va.,  June  11,  1861  ;  Lovettsville,  Va.,  June  11,  1861  ; 
Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  April  25,  1862  ;  Washington,  N.  C,  Sept.  6, 
1862  ;  Rawle's  Mills,  N.  C,  Nov.  5,  1862  ;  Southwest  Creek,  N. 
C,  Dee.  13,  1862  ;  Kinston,  N.  C,  Dec.  14,  1862;  Whitehall,  N. 
C,  Dec.  16,  1862;  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  Dec.  17,  1862;  Springbank, 
N.  C,  Dec.  17,  1862  ;    Newborn,  N.  C,  March  14,   1863  ;    Deep 
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Gully,  N.  C,  May  13,  1863  ;  Blount's  Creek.  N.  C,  April  9,  1863; 
Gum  Swamp,  N.  C,  May*  1863  ;  Cove  Creek,  N.  C,  May,  18G3  ; 
Bachelor's  Creek,  N.  C,  May,  18(33  ;  Seabrook  Island,  S.  C,  June, 
1863  ;  Bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  July  10,  1863:  Fort  Wag- 
ner,  S.  C,  July  18,  1863  ;  Siege  of  Fort  Wagner,  July  18  to 
Sept.  5,  1863  ;  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  Aug.  22  to  30,  1863  ;  Camden 
Court  House,  Va.,  Nov.  3,   1863  ;    Dismal   Swamp,  Va.,  Nov.  3, 

1863  ;  Bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  Nov.  2  to  6,  1863  ;  New- 
born, N.  C,  Feb.  1  to  4,  1864;  Bachelors  Creek,  N.  C,  Feb.  1, 
1864;  Beech  Grove,  N.  C,  Feb.  2,  1864;  Brice's  Creek,  N.  C, 
Feb.  2,  1864  ;  Folly  Island,  S.  C,  Feb.  9,  10  and  11,  1864  ;  Fort 
Clifton,  Va.,  May  9,  1864  ;  Harrison's  Church,  Va.,  May  11,  1864; 
Drury's  Bluff,  Va.,  May  13,  14,  15,  16,  1864  ;  Harrison's  Planta- 
tion, Va.,  May  15,  1864;  Springfield,  Va.,  May  18,  1864;  Fort 
Powhattan,  Va.,  May  21,    1864  •  Wilson's  Wharf,  Va.,  May  24, 

1864  ;  Siege  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  to  taking  of  Petersburg  ;  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  June  16,  1864;  Walthall  Farm,  Va.,  1864;  Friends' 
Fields,  Va.,  1864  ;  Chapin's  Farm,  Va.,  Sept.  29  and  30,  1864  ; 
Fort  Harrison,  Va.,  Sept.  29  and  30,  1864;  Fort  Burnham,  Va., 
Oct.  2,  1864  ;  Fort  Harrison,  Va.,  Oct.  7,  1864  ;  Ironclads,  James 
River,  Oct.  22,  1864  ;  Honey  Hill,  S.  C,  Nov.  30,  1864  ;  Dever- 
eaux  Neck,  S.  C,  Dec.  7,  1864  ;  Camp  Halley,  Va.,  Dec.  10,  1864; 
Gardner's  Bridge,  N.  C,  Dec.  9,  1864  ;  Foster's  Mills,  N.  C„  Dec. 
10,  1864;  Butler's  Bridge,  N.  C,  Dec.  12,  1864;  Wise's  Forks, 
N.  C,  March  7,  8,  9,  10,  1864;  Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1865; 
Plymouth  Siege,  N.  C,  April  20,  1864  ;  Tarboro,  N.  C,  July, 
1863  ;  Baffin's  Farm,  Va.,  1864  ;  Siege  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  1863; 
John's  Island,  S.  C,  1864;  James'  Island,  S.  C,  1864;  South 
Mills,  Va., ;  Pocataligo,  S.  C.?  1864.     Total,  61. 


Colors  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  Artillery,  ST.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  yellow  silk;  cannon  crossed  in  centre; 
inscribed  "U.  S;"  "  7th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Regiment  Artillery;"  original 
staff;  spear-head  gone. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  almost  entirely  destroyed;  original 
staff;  spear-head  gone. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  in  accord- 
ance with  general  orders  of  War  Department,  June,  1865.  Out 
of  nine  colors  that  were  in  the  brigade  in  the   charge  of  June  16, 
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ISG'1,  the  national  color  (2)  was  the  only  one  that  returned.  In 
that  charge  the  brigade  commander  was  wounded;  the  next  in 
command  was  taken  prisoner,  and  Colonel  Hastings,  who  sue- 
ceeded  to  the  command,  directed  the  colors  of  the  Seventh  to  be 
brought  out.  One  of  its  bearers  was  killed  and  two  were 
wounded  in  the  charge. 

The  Seventh  Artillery  was  organized  in  the  city  of  Albany  in 
1862,  as  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Infantry.  It  was  mus- 
tered into  service  August  18th,  186*2,  and  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, of  the  same  year,  was  changed  from  infantry  to  heavy  artil- 
lery.  It  was  on  garrison  duty  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  until 
the  12th  of  May,  1864,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  field,  as  infantry, 
as  a  part  of  the  Second  division.  Second  army  corps.  From  that 
time  up  to  the  last  of  February,  1SG5,  it  was  in  all  the  marches 
and  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as  follows  :  Spottsylva- 
nia  Court  House,  Wilderness,  Milford  Station,  North  Anna  River, 
Tolopotomy  Creek,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  the  16th,  17th  and 
22d,  and  during  the  whole  siege,  Deep  Bottom  (two  engagements 
in  July  and  August),  and  Reams'  Station.  It  was  recalled  from 
the  field  February  22,  lSGo,  and  has  since  been  on  garrison  duty 
at  Baltimore.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-one  officers  and  men 
(volunteers  of  1862)  have  been  mustered  out.  Three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  (recruits)  were  left  on  duty.  Colonel  Lewis  O. 
Morris,  under  whom  the  regiment  took  the  field,  was  killed  by  a 
sharpshooter,  at  Coal  Harbor,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1864. 

Represented  by  Colonel  Hastings,  of  regiment,  and  Major  Ana- 
ble,  of  battalion. 


I 

ONE  FL.AG. 


1.  National  Flay,  silk;  inscribed  "  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna, 
Tolopotomy,  Coal  Harbor.  Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep 
Bottom,  Reams'  Station,  Boydtown  Road,  Hatcher's  Run,  Lee's 
Surrender ." 

These  Hags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  without  his- 
tory. 

The  One   Hundred   and   Twenty-ninth  Infantry  was  recruited 
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under  the  auspices  of  Colonel  Peter  A.  Porter,  whose  wealth,  influ- 
ence, and  untiring  energy  were  freely  given  to  the  work.  It  was 
composed  of  four  companies  from  Niagara,  three  from  Orleans, 
and  three  from  Genesee,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Lock- 
port,  August  22,  1862.  On  the  17th  December,  1862,  it  was 
changed,  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  from  infantry  to  heavy 
artillery,  and  designated  as  the  Eighth  regiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteer Heavy  Artillery.  It  was  assigned  to  the  Second  brigade, 
Eighth  Army  corps,  and  remained  in  Baltimore,  garrisoning  Ports 
Federal  Hill,  McHenry,  and  Marshall,  until  May  16,  1864,  with 
the  exception  of  duty  on  Maryland  Heights,  from  July  10  to 
August  3,  1863,  and  for  a  short  time  at  Green  Spring  Run  and 
Romney,  in  February,  1865.  During  this  time  it  had  raised 
recruits  sufficient  to  bring  the  regimental  number  to  1,923.  It 
was  then  (May  18,  1864),  assigned  to  the  Fourth  brigade,  Second 
division,  Second  Army  corps,  as  infantry.  In  this  capacity  it  was 
engaged  in  the  battles  inscribed  upon  its  flag.  Its  gallant  com- 
mander, Colonel  Porter,  gave  his  life  to  his  country  in  the  battle 
of  June  3,  1864, 


1 


Colors  of  tlie  Seventh  Indcpcudcut  Battery,  ft".  T.  S.  Y. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Guidon,  silk;  wras  torn  from  staff  by  a  shell  at  Fair  Oaks, 
and  staff  broken. 

The  Seventh  battery  was  raised  in  Newburgh  and  Cornwall, 
under  Captain  Peter  C.  Regan,  and  originally  formed  a  part  of  the 
"Tenth  Legion,"  or  Fifty-sixth  regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y.,  from  which 
it  was  detached  and  made  an  Independent  battery.  It  served  on 
the  Peninsula,  with  the  Seventh  Army  corps,  in  Southeastern  Vir- 
ginia, and  subsequently  in  the  movements  culminating  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  the  surrender  of  General 
Lee. 
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Colors  of  the  Eleventh  Independent  Battery,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
FOUR  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  yellow  silk;  painted  with  portrait  of 
General  Havelock,  and  inscribed,  "  Havelock  Battery,  N.  Y.  S. 
V;"  "Jehovah  Nisi." 

3.  Guidon]  inscribed  by  authority  with  the  names  of  the  bat- 
tles in  which  the  battery  had  participated,  up  to  the  close  of 
December,  1862,  viz.:  "Manassas,  Chant  illy,  Mine  Hun,  Gettys- 
burg, Bristow  Station,  Chancellors ville,  Rappahannock  and  Fred- 
ericksburg. 

4.  Guidon,  silk;  originally  inscribed  with  number  of  battery  in 
field.  Returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  muster  out  of  the 
battery. 

The  Eleventh,  or  "  Havelock  Battery,"  was  raised  in  Albany, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  It 
went  out  in  the  fall  of  1861,  re-enlisted  in  1864,  seived  in  all  the 
principal  campaigns  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  in  June, 
of  the  present  year. 


Colors  of  the  Twelfth  Independent  Battery,  K.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Guidon,  silk;  new;  with  staff;  inscribed  in  field,  "12th  N.  Y. 
Battery;"  on  stripes,  "  Petersburg, "  "Reams'  Station."  "Kelly's 
Ford,"  "Mine  Run,"  "North  Anna,"  " Tolopotomy,"  "Coal 
Harbor." 

Returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without  history. 

The  Twelfth  battery  was  organized  at  Albany  in  January,  1862, 
from  recruits  raised  in  Albany,  Troy,  and  Niagara  county.  It 
re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  command  in  December,  1863,  and  in 
February,  1865.  received  thirty-two  men  from  the  Twentieth  bat- 
tery by  consolidation.  With  the  exception  of  the  campaign  from 
May,  1864,  to  April,  1865,  it  was  in  the  artillery  reserve.  The 
battles  in  which  it  took  part  are  inscribed  on  its  Hag. 
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Colors  of  the  Nineteenth  Independent  Battery,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Guidon,  silk;  inscribed,  "Spottsylvania,  Suffolk,  North  Anna, 
Coal  Harbor,  Weldon  Railroad,  Petersburg,  Hatcher's  Run." 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  without  history. 

The  Nineteenth,  or  Stahl's  battery,  was  orgair'zcd  at  Lockport 
in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  was  mustered  out  in  June  of  the  present 
vear. 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Independent  B&ttery,  K.  Y.  S.  Y. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;  upper  red  stripe  and  portion  of 
field  gone;   original  stalk 

2.  Guidon,  national,  silk;  field  and  upper  portion  gone;  orig- 
inal stalk 

These  flags  were  drawn  by  the  officers  of  the  battery  from  the 
Quartermaster's  Department.  They  are  much  worn  by  continued 
service,  and  were  in  the  actions  of  Cane  river,  and  Avoyelles 
Prairie,  La.,  and  sieges  of  Spanish  and  Biakely  Forts,  Ala. 

The  Twenty-sixth  battery  was  recruited  at  Rochester,  under  the 
synonym  of  "Barnes'  Rifle  Battery."  It  left  for  the  field  in 
December,  18G2,  and  was  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Independent  Buttery,  N.  Yr.  S.  Y. 
ONE    FLAG. 

1.  Guidon,  silk;  one-third  worn;  embroidered  with  wreath  and 
and  letters  and  figures,  *•  N.  Y.,"  kt  27";  accompanied  by  original 
stall;  spear-head  gone. 

This  flag  was  presented  to  the  battery  by  Col.  J.  TV.  Brown,  at 
Camp  Morgan,  Buftalo,  X.  Y.,  Dec.  21,  1802.  It  was  in  engage- 
ments in  the  Wilderness,  at  Coal  Harbor,  and  before  Petersburg, 
from  June  17,  1864,  to  April  2,  1865. 

The  Twenty-seventh,  or  "  Eaton's  Buttery,"  was  recruited  in 
Buffalo  in  1802,  and  rendered  good  service  in  the  field. 
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Colors  of  the  Thirtieth  Independent  Battery,  K.  1.  S.  Y. 

ONE    FLAG. 

1.   Guidon,  silk. 

This  flag  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General.  It  was  furnished 
to  the  battery  by  the  Quartermaster-General. 

The  Thirtieth  battery  was  recruited  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
1861.  It  was  a  part  of  First  New  York  Light  Artillery  battalion, 
known  as  uBrickel's  German  Artillery,"  afterwards  the  Twenty- 
ninth,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-second  independent  bat- 
teries. It  served  in  the  Peninsula  campaign,  at  Antietam  and  at 
Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 


Colors  of  the  First  Regiment  Cavalry,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. 
TWELVE    FLAGS. 

National  Flag,  silk;  worn,  and  a  portion  gone;  plate  on  staff 
inscribed,  "1st  Regiment  Cavalry,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  V.,  lSG3.  Presented 
by  the  city  of  New  York." 

2.  National  Flag,  silk ;  new  ;  inscribed,  "  1st  Regiment  Cavalry, 
N.  Y.  S.  V.  V." 

3.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  new;  on  one  side,  arms  of 
the  State  of  New  York;  on  the  other,  arms  of  the  city  of  New 
York ;  inscribed,  "  1st  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  V.  Cavalry."  Pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York." 

4.  5.  Guidons,  blue  silk;  inscribed,  "1st  N.  Y.  S.  V.  V.  Cav- 
alry." 

0,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12.  Guidons,  silk;  national;  nearly  new. 

The  colors  here  presented  were  carried  by  the  First  Cavalry 
during  its  service  as  a  veteran  command. 

The  First,  or  "  Lincoln  Cavalry,"  was  organized  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Andrew  T.  McReynolds.  It  was  composed  of  seven  companies 
(three  of  which  were  Germans)  recruited  in  the  city  of  New  York: 
two  companies,  mounted  and  equipped,  recruited  in  Ohio  ;  and 
three  companies,  mounted  and  equipped,  recruited  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  left  for  the  seat  of  war  Aug.  2G,  1801,  with  over  1,200 
men.  It  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  command  in  February,  1804,  at 
which  time  it  received  from  Brig.-Gen.  James  C.  Sullivan,  the 
testimony  that  "  the  gallantry  and  zeal"  which  had  been  displayed 


: 
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by  its  officers  and  men,  "  on  all   occasions,  and  the   promptitude 
with  which  they  had  discharged  their   duties,  had   been   excelled 
by  no  other  cavalry  regiment  in  the  United  States  service." 
Represented  by  Col.  A.  W.  Adams. 


Colors  of  the  Second  Regiment  "Harris"  Cavalry,  X.  Y.S.  V. 
TWO    FLAGS. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  embroidered  with  likeness  of 
Judge  Harris,  "Harris  Light  Cavalry,"  and  "In  God  is  our 
Trust ;"  part  of  original  staff. 

2.  Guidon,  silk. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  mus- 
ter out  of  the  regiment. 

Two  flags  were  presented  to  this  regiment  at  Arlington  Heights, 
December  5,  1861.*  One,  a  national  standard,  by  Judge  Ira  Har- 
ris, in  whose  honor  the  regiment  was  named  ;  and  one,  an  embroi- 
dered banner,  by  Judge  Henry  E.  Davies,  whose  son,  J.  Mansfield 
Davics,  was  its  first  commander.  The  former  was  worn  out  in  the 
field  ;  the  latter,  the  banner  here  presented,  was  borne  by  the 
regiment  in  all  its  wanderings  and  manv  hard  fought  battles. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1861,  Gen.  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War, 
made  the  following  order : 

"J.  Mansfield  Davies,  as  Colonel  ;  Judson  Kilpatrick,  as  Lieut.  - 
Colonel  ;  and  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr.,  as  Major,  are  authorized  to 
enlist  and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at  its 
expense,  a  regiment  to  be  called  and  known  as  the  'Harris  Light 
Cavalry.'  » 

The  organization  of  the  regiment  was  immediately  commenced 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  at  first  composed  of  two  compa- 
nies from  Indiana,  two  from  Connecticut,  one  from  New  Jersey, 
one  from  Pennsylvania,  and  two  from  New  York.  On  the  loth  of 
October  twelve  companies  had  been  recruited,  armed,  uniformed 
and  mounted.  The  President  commissioned  the  officers  above 
named,  and  on  the  20th  of  October  the  War  Department  made  anv 
order  that  the  regiment  should  thereafter  be  known  and  recog- 
nized as  the  Seventh  regiment  of  United  States  Cavalry.  Con- 
gress having  authorized  only  six  regiments  of  cavalry,  however,  it 
was  found  that  the  assignment  by  the  War  Department  could  not 


•See  N.  Y.  Herald,  Dec.  5,  1861,  and  Russell's  Diary  " North  and  South,"  page  215. 
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be  legally  continued.  An  arrangement  was  then  made  by  the 
War  Department  with  Gov.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  by  which  the 
regiment  was  transferred  to  this  State  and  entered  on  the  roster 
as  the  Seventh  New  York  Cavalry,  and  as  such  the  officers  were 
commissioned  by  Governor  Morgan.  In  December,  1862,  it  was 
changed  to  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  but  it  has  been  gene- 
rally known  by  its  synonym,  "Harris  Light  Cavalry,'7  which  it 
took  in  honor  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from  this  State,  and  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  interest  which  he  had  always  mani- 
fested in  its  welfare. 


Colors  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  Cavalry,  X.  Y.  S.  Y. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.   Guidon,  silk. 

This  guidon  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  January,  186-1,  and  was  carried  in  the  following  engage- 
ments :  Wilderness,  Po  River,  Bowling  Green,  Hanover  Court 
House,  Ashland,  Wilson's  raid,  Reams'  Station,  Winchester, 
Fisher's  Hill  (back  road),  Cedar  Creek,  November  12  (back 
road),  and  Cedar  Creek,  October  19.  Inscription,  "  N.  Y.  S.  V., 
5th  Cavalry." 

In  the  battle  of  October  19,  1864,  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  the  5th 
Cavalry  captured  twenty-two  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  caissons, 
one  battery  wagon,  seventeen  army  wagons,  six  spring  wagons 
and  ambulances,  eighty-three  sets  of  artillery  harness,  seventy-five 
sets  wagon  harness,  ninety-eight  horses  and  sixty-seven  mules. 

The  Fifth  Cavalry,  or  "First  Regiment  Ira  Harris  Guard,"  was 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  Camp  Scott, 
Staten  Island,  October  1,  18(>1.  It  was  composed  of  six  compa- 
nies from  New  York  city,  one  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, one  from  Allegany  county,  one  from  Wyoming,  one  Tioga, 
one  from  Essex,  and  one  recruited  in  part  in  Orange  county,  New 
York  city  and  Plainfield,  N.  J.  Its  first  service  was  in  the  Provi- 
sional brigade,  Department  of  Annapolis.  In  March,  1862,  it 
was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  under  Gen- 
eral Banks,  and  in  September  of  that  year  to  General  Heintzel- 
man,  commanding  defenses  of  Washington.  On  the  23d  of  June, 
1863,  it  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Cavalry  division,  Army  oIl 
the  Potomac.  It  entered  the  service  with  1,064  men,  and  received 
1,125  recruits  at  various  times. 
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Colors  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  Cavalry,  IV.  1.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental  Banner,  silk  ;  embroidered  arms  of  the  United 
States,  and  "8th  N.  Y.  Cavalry;"  original  staff,  upon  which,  on 
silvered  plate,  is  inscribed  the  names  of  officers  killed  in  battle, 
and  of  battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged,  viz.: 

Col.  B.  F.  Davis,  Beverly  Ford,  June  9,  1863  ;  Capt.  B.  F.  Sis- 
son,  Belle  Plains,  Feb.  11,  1863  ;  Capt.  B.  F.  Foote,  Beverly  Ford, 
June  9,  1863;  Capt,  B.  C.  Efner,  Beverly  Ford,  June  9,  1863; 
Capt.  H.  0.  Cutler,  Beverly  Ford,  June  9^1863  ;  Capt.  C,  A.  Fol- 
lett,  Gettysburg,  July  1,  1863;  Capt.  Richard  Taylor,  Richmond, 
May  12,  1.864  f  Capt.  Charles  McVean,  Stony  Creek,  June  29,  1864; 
Capt.  James  P.  Serayne,  Stoiry  Creek,  June  29,  1864  ;  Capt.  James 
McNair,  Nottaway  C.  EL,  June  23,  1864  ;  Capt.  James  A.  Sayles, 
Nottaway  C.  H.,  June  23,  1864  ;  Capt,  T.  S.  Farr,  Fisherville, 
Sept.  23,  1864;  Capt  A.  L.  Goodrich,  Namazine  Church.  April  3, 
1865  ;  1st  Lieut.  Jas.  Peeves,  Beverly  Ford,  June  9,  1863  ;  1st 
Lieut.  Carl  Y.  Smith,  Oak  Grove,  Oct.  14,  1863  ;  2d  Lieut,  Jos. 
Atwood,  Roanoke  Station,  June  25,  1864 ;  Color-Bearer  John 
Kehoe,  "Waynesboro,  March  2,  1865;  Color-Bearer  Nathan  Bo  wen, 
Five  Forks,  April  1,  1865. 

Winchester,  Harper's  Ferry,  Antietam,  Snicker's  Gap,  Philii- 
mont,  Union,  Upperville,  Barber's  Cross  Roads,  Atnisville  No.  1, 
Amisville  No.  2,  Freeman's  Ford,  Beverly  Ford,  Middlebury  and 
Upperville,  Gettysburg,  Williamsport,  Boonsboro  No.  1,  Boons- 
boro  No.  2,  Funkstown,  Falling  Waters,  Chester  Gap,  Brandy 
Plains  No.  1,  Brandy  Plains  No.  2,  Culpepper,  Raccoon  Ford, 
Jack's  Shop,  Germania  Ford,  Stevcnsburg,  Brandy  Plains  No.  3, 
Oak  Hill,  Bealton  Station,  Muddy  Run,  Locust  Grove,  Barnett's 
Ford,  Craig's  Church.  Yellow  Tavern,  Richmond  Defenses,  Mea- 
dow Bridge,  Havves'  Shop,  "White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill  2d, 
Nottaway  C.  II.,  Roanoke  Station,  Stony  Creek,  Winchester,  Sum- 
mit Point,  Kearney ville,  Opequan,  Front  Royal,  Milford,  Fisher- 
ville, Tour's  Brook,  Cedar  Creek,  Middle  Road,  Lacey  Springs, 
Waynesboro,  Five  Forks,  Namazine  Church,  Sailor's  Creek,  Appo- 
mattox C.  H.,  Lee's  Surrender,  Danville  Raid,  Grand  Review. 

This  ilag  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  ladies  of.Roch- 
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ester,  May  2,  1864.    It  was  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  with- 
out other  history  than  that  inscribed. 

The  Eighth  Cavalry  was  organized  at  Rochester,  November. 
1801,  under  command  of  Col.  Samuel  J.  Crooks.  It  was  composed 
of  volunteers  from  the  counties  of  Monroe/Genesee,  Niagara,  Onta- 
rio, Orleans,  Jefferson,  Seneca,  Oneida,  Otsego  and  Livingston. 


Colors  of  the  Xinth  Regiment  Cavalry,  X.  T.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Regimental -Banner,  blue  silk;  worn,  embroidered  with  arms 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  motto,  &c.  Presented  by  Hon.  Reuben 
E.  Fenton,  in  March,  1863,  on  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Chautauqua 
county,  and  carried  by  the  regiment  until  July,  1864. 

The  Ninth  Cavalry  was  organized  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1861.  It  was  composed  of  companies 
recruited  in  Chautauqua,  Wyoming,  Cattaraugus  and  St.  Lawrence 
counties,  and  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany.  It  took  the 
field  with  940  men,  and  subsequently  received  1.591  recruits. 
During  the  campaigns  of  1863-4,  it  captured  the  battle-flag  of  the 
Fifth  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  at  Trevillian  Station;  the  battle- 
flag  of  Twenty-eighth  North. Carolina  Infantry,  at  Deep  Bottom; 
the  battle  flag  of  the  Twenty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  at  Winches- 
ter, Sept.  19,  1864;  the  battle-flag  of  Kershaw's  division,  at  Mid- 
dleton,  Va.,  Oet.  19,  1864.  It  also  captured  984  prisoners  during 
the  same  period;  and,  in  Sheridan's  brilliant  valley  campaign, 
brought  in  forty-seven  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  Up  to 
July,  1864,  it  had  participated  in  over  thirty  tights. 

This  flair  is  accompanied  by  the  flair  of  the  Fifth  South  Carolina 
Cavalry,  captured  by  the  regiment  at  Trevillian  Station,  March, 
1863. 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Cavalry,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 

ONE    FLAG. 

1.  Battle- Flag i  silk;  all  gone  but  the  fringe  and  a  few  tatters 
hanging  from  the  staff. 

This  flag  was  carried  in  the  following  actions,  viz.:  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Coal   liar- 
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bor,  Petersburg  (June  17,  IS,  and  July  30),  Yellow  Tavern  (Aug. 

19  and   20).  Weldon  Railroad;  Poplar  Grove  Church,  Boydtown 

Plank  Road,  and  in  every  general  engagement  of  the  Army  of  the 

Potomac  from  May  6  to  October  20,  1864. 

The  Twenty-fourth  cavalry  was  organized  at  Auburn  in  March, 

1864,  under  command  of  Col.  Win.  C.  Raulstbn. 


Colors  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Keglmeut  Cavalry,  X  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1,  2.   Guidons,  blue  silk  ;  arms  and  motto  of  United  States. 

These  colors  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without 
history. 

The  Twenty -fifth  Cavaliy  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  the  spring  of  1864  by  companies  recruited  in  different  parts  of 
the  State.  A  portion  of  the  regiment  was  from  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
and  was  recruited  under  the  synonym  of  "  Sickles'  Cavalry." 

Represented  by  Lieut.  F.  J.  Eaton. 

Colors  of  the  First  llcgimcnt  Dragoon.*,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
?|  ONE    FLAG. 

(1.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk  ;  emblazoned  with  eagle  and 
motto,  "  Semper  Paratus,"  and  "  1st  New  York  Dragoons ;" 
inscribed,  "  Deserted  House,  Blackwater,  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Man- 
assas Plains,  Culpepper,  Todd's  Tavern,  Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow 
Bridge,  Old  Church,  Howe's  Shop,  Coal  Harbor,  Darbytown,. 
Kearneyville,  Trevillian  Station,  Newtown,  Cedar  Creek,  Smith- 
field,"  and  several  names  of  battles  so  obliterated  by  wear  of  Hag. 
that  they  cannot  be  deciphered — in  all,  twenty. 

Returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  without  history. 

The  First  Dragoons  was  recruited  in  the  counties  of  Livingston, 
Wyoming  and  Allesrany.  It  was  organized  as  the  One  Hundredth 
and  Thirtieth  Infantry,  August,  1862;  changed  to  the  Nineteenth 
Cavalry  in  August,  1803,  and  to  the  First  New  York  Dragoons  in 
September  of  that  year.  The  inscriptions  on  this  flag  include  the 
battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged  while  acting  as  infantry.. 
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Colors  of  the  Second  Regiment  3IonntCul  Rifles,  X.  1.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Guidon,  silk;  all  gone,  but  part  attached  to  staff  and  the 
fringe. 

This  Hag  was  carried  by  the  regiment  while  acting  as  infantry, 
in  the  following  actions: 

Battle  of  Spottsylvania,  May  21,  1864;  battle  of  North  Anna 
River,  May  23,  1864;  battle  of  Tolopotomy  Creek,  May  31,  1864; 
battle  of  Bethesda  Church,  June  2,  1864;  battle  of  Coal  Harbor, 
June  6,  1864;  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  June  8,  1864;  battles  of 
Petersburg,  June  17,  18.  1864;  assault  on  Petersburg,  July  30, 
1864;  bombardment  of  Fort  Rice,  August  17,  18,  1864;  capture  of 
Weldon  Railroad,  August  19,  20,  1864;  battle  of  Pegram  Farm, 
September  30,  1864;   battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  October  27,  1864. 

It  was  carried  during  the  campaign  until  July  30,  by  Corporal 
Keith  T.  McKenzie,  Company  I.  On  the  30th  July,  it  was  carried  by 
Sergeant  Win.  Hunt,  Company  K.  At  the  battle  of  Pegram  Farm, 
Corporal  McKenzie  was  wounded  and  the  flag  was  carried  from 
the  field  by  Sergeant  Willard  Carney,  Company  E.  At  Hatcher's 
Run,  it  was  carried  by  Corporal  Joshua  B.  Smith,  Company  I. 

The  Second  Mounted  Rifles  was  organized  at  Lockport,  in  March, 
"1864,  under  command  of  Colonel  John  Fisk.  In  addition  to  the 
battles  in  which  it  was  engaged,  stated  above,  it  served  in  the 
trenches  before  Petersburg,  and  was  under  fire  night  and  day 
from  June  16th  to  August  15th,  1864. 


Colors  of  the  Second  Company  Sharpshooters,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
ONE  FLAG. 

1.  Banner,  silk;  inscribed  "New  York  Sharpshooters.'' 
This  flag  was  presented  to  the  company  by  John  Clark,  Esq., 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Albany.  It  was  the  first  color  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  that  was  planted  on  rebel  breastworks,  viz., 
at  Mill  Spring,  1862 — this  company  being  in  the  advance  from 
Hampton  to  Yorktown. 

The  Second  Company  of  the  First  regiment  New  York  Sharp- 
shooters was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  left  the  State 
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September  5,  1861,  with  80  men.  It  participated  in  the  following 
engagements,  viz.,  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House,  Fair  Oaks, 
Savage's  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads, 
Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
Coal  Harbor,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy  Creek,  and  in  several 
engagements  before  Petersburg.  It  was  discharged  from  service 
August  29,  1864. 


Colors  of  First  Regiment  of  Engineers  (Serrell-s),  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Floe/,  silk;  about  one-fifth  gone  from  end,  center  of 
nearly  half  of  stars  worn  away;  inscribed  "Vol.  Engineer  Reg."; 
staff  and  cord  and  tassels  complete;  on  ferrule  are  the  words, 
"  Presented  by  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  Oct.,  1861." 

This  was  the  first  national  flag  that  floated  over  Fort  Pulaski, 
and  also  over  Fort  Wagner,  after  the  surrender  of  those  forts  to 
the  Federal  arms. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  coat  of  arms  of  the  city  of 
New  York  painted  in  the  center,  over  which  are  the  words,  in 
scroll,  "  1st  Engineer  Reg't  N.  Y.;"  under  arms,  in  scroll,  "Pre- 
sented by  the  City  of  New  York;'7  several  rents  across  and  a  por- 
tion of  center  gone;  staff  and  cord  and  tassels  complete;  spear- 
head broken  off. 

This  regiment  (which  is  composed  of  representatives  from 
almost  every  county  in  the  State),  was  organized  in  the  city  of 
New  York  in  the  fall  of  1861,  by  order  of  the  President.  In 
October  of  that  year  five  companies  reported  to  Brigadier-General 
T.  W.  Sherman,  and  proceeded  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  where,  after 
the  capture  of  Hilton  Head,  they  were  engaged  in  repairing  and 
erecting  fortifications.  Five  additional  companies  reported  for 
duty  in  November  and  December,  1861,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862, 
the  regiment  was  raised  to  twelve  companies,  embracing  a  force  of 
1,864  men.  The  several  battalions  of  the  regiment  have  partici- 
pated in  the  following  sieges  and  battles,  viz  :  Siege  of  Fort 
Pulaski;  battles  of  James  Island,  Pocataligo,  and  Morris  Island; 
sieges  of  Fort  Wagner,  Fort  Sumter,  and  of  Charleston;  battle 
of  Olustee;   siege  uf  Petersburg;   battles  of  Drury's  Bluff,  Proc- 
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tor's  Creek,  Bermuda  Hundred  and  the  James,  Honey  Hill,  and 
Coosawhatchie.  The  principal  service  of  the  regiment,  however. 
has  been  in  the  line  of  its  duties  as  engineers,  and  in  this  respect 
it  has  performed  an  invaluable  part  and  reflected  high  honor  upon 
the  State. 


Colors  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  Engineers,  X.  Y.  S.  V. 
EIGHT  FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  silk;  worn  and  partly  destroyed;  staff,  &c. 

2.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  embroidered  with  arms  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  motto,  and  "  15th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  V.;" 
original  staff. 

3.  4.  Guidons,  blue  silk. 

The  national  flag  and  guidons  of  this  series  were  presented  by 
the  common  council  of  New  York  city.  The  regimental  banner 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Colonel  Bradford. 

5.  National Flag ',  silk;  new;  inscribed,  "  15th  Regt.,  N.Y.S.  V." 

6.  Regimental  Banner,  blue  silk;  on  one  side  arms  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  on  the  other,  arms  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
inscribed,  "  15th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Presented  by  the  City  of 
New  York;"  stall*,  &c. 

8,  8.  Guidons,  blue  silk;   new. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  are 
here  represented  by  Major  Timothy  Lubey. 

The  Fifteenth  regiment  was  organized  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  the  spring  of  1861,  by  Colonel  J.  McLeod  Murphy,  under  the 
synonym  of  "  New  York  Sappers  and  Miners."  It  was  mustered  in 
as  infantry,  and  served  as  such  from  June  to  October,  1861,  when 
it  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Alexander  at  Washington,  for 
instruction  as  engineers.  In  March,  1862,  it  was  assigned  to  Gen- 
oral  McDowell's  command,  and  performed  duties  as  engineers  in 
the  brigade  commanded  by  General  Woodbury.  It  was  subse- 
quently fully  recognized  as  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Engineers, 
with  pay  as  such  from  October  25th,  1861.  On  the  25th  of  June, 
1863,  the  two  years  portion  of  the  regiment  was  mustered  out, 
and  the  three  years  men  organized  as  a  battallion.  During  the 
years  1863  and  '64,  it  was  recruited  to  a  force  1,832  men,  and 
reorganized  as  a  regimental  command.  It  participated  as  engi- 
neers in  every  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  besides  fur- 


H 


Chief  of  the  II  urea  u  of  Milita  it  r  St  a  tistics. 


265 


nishing  detachments  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  to  the  army 
under  General  Schofield.  It  built  bridges,  felled  trees,  dug 
iiitrenchmeiits,  built  redoubts,  opened  new  roads,  laid  miles  of 
corduroy,  laid  pontoon  bridges,  and  performed  duties  that  in  the 
highest  degree  contributed  to  the  success  and  to  the  safety  of  the 
army. 


Color*  of  the  Fiftieth  Regiment  Engineers,  \.  Y.  S.  V. 
TWO   FLAGS. 

1.  National  Flag,  bunting;   with  staff. 

2.  National  Flag,  silk;  inscribed,  "50th  N.  Y.  S.  V.  Engi- 
neers;" with  staff. 

These  flags  were  returned  to  Governor  Fenton,  and  are  here 
represented  by  Brevet  Brig.-Gcn.  Ira  Spaulding. 

The  Fiftieth  regiment  was  recruited  in  the  middle  and  western 
parts  of  the  State  in  July,  August  and  September,  1861.  It  was 
organized  at  Elmira,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Chas.  B.  Stuart, 
and  left  the  State  on  the  18th  September.  After  a  short  service 
as  infantry  at  Hall's  Hill,  Ya.,  it  was  detailed  to  the  duty  of  "Sap- 
>pers,  Miners  and  Pontoniers  "  (Oct.  22d),  with  orders  to  report  to 
Col.  Alexander,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  at  Washington.  It  remained 
at  Washington  under  instruction  until  March  19th,  1862,  when  it 
took  the  field  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  July,  1862,  it 
was  fully  recognized  as  a  regiment  of  engineers  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  engineers  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States.  It 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  was  then  broken  up 
into  detachments  with  duties  at  different  points  in  the  Peninsula 
campaign,  and  in  front  of  Richmond,  and  was  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  in  all  its  subsequent  services.  It  laid  all  the  bridges 
of  the  campaign  of  1864,  except  the  one  across  the  James  River, 
near  Point  Powhattan.  in  which  work  it  was  assisted  by  the 
Fifteenth  New  York  Engineers.  This  was  the  longest  military 
bridge  ever  laid.  It  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  one  pontoon 
boats,  and  was  2,010  feet  in  length.  The  regiment  was  twice 
recruited  prior  to  June,  1863;  and,  in  1864,  it  was  again  filled  to 
its  maximum  of  1,800  men,  with  a  surplus  of  over  200  men, 
who  were  assigned  to  the  Fifteenth  Xew  York  engineers  with 
which  it  was  brigaded.  It  left  the  field  with  a  record  as  honor- 
able as  that  of  any  regiment  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Notk. — For  list  of  flags  in  charge  of  Bureau,  sec  the  Fourth  Annual  Report. 
Colors  received  since  Fourth  Annual  Report  are  registered  on  books  of  the  Bureau. 
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PEKSOML  NARRATIVES  OF  PRISONERS  OF  WAR 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  ) 

Bureau  Military  Record,  Col.  L.  L.  Doty,  Chief  of  Bureau,  j 

Office  of  War  Prisoners'  Division,  f 

37  Park  Row,  New  York,.  1865.      J 

Sir — At  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legislature,  provision  was 
made  that  the  Bureau  of  Military  Record  shall  "  procure  a  detailed 
account  of  the  treatment  of  Union  soldiers  from  this  State  in  rebel 
prisons,  and  a  record  of  the  deaths  in  said  prisons,  and  other  per- 
tinent facts  connected  with  such  imprisonment.'7 

Pursuant  to  this  order,  the  undersigned  has  been  designated 
and  empowered  to  correspond  with  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  have  been  prisoners  of  war  at  any  period 
during  the  Rebellion,  and  to  request  of  them  details  of  their  per- 
sonal experince,  as  material  for  a  future  history. 

To  simplify  the  matter  of  collecting  this  interesting  informa- 
tion, a  series  of  questions  is  herewith  printed  which  you  are  re- 
quested to  answer,  in  your  own  language,  briefly  as  you  may  find 
convenient. 

The  details  gathered  will  be  arranged  in  historic  form  by  the 
undersigned,  and  all  the  valuable  data  furnished  will  be  deposited 
in  the  Bureau  of  Military  Record,  at  the  State  Capitol,  for  future 
disposition  as  the  Legislature  shall  instruct. 

In  replying  to  the  questions,  please  write  out  your  facts  in  the 
blank  space  following  each  one,  and  add  such  further  remarks  as 
you  may  proper,  on  the  blank  pages  of  this  paper. 

A  directed  envelope  is  herewith  enclosed,  in  which  you  can  re- 
turn this  blank,  when  filled  up  with  your  replies, 

Address,  Col.  A.  J.  H.  DUGANNE. 

Historian  of  U.  S.  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Capture  and  Prison  Experience  of  S.  C.  Judson,  Captain  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Were  you  ever  a  prisoner  of  Avar  ?  Yes,  from  May  6,  1864,  to 
Dec.  9,  1864. 

Where  and  how  captured?  When  confined?  (Giving  the 
several  places,  and  the  length  of  time  confined  at  each.)  Cap- 
tured evening  6th  May,  1864,  at  Wilderness,  Va.,  by  Georgia 
troops  ;  was  immediately  marched  to  the  rear.  During  my  im- 
prisonment, I  was  confined  at  Lynchburg,  Macon,  Charleston, 
Columbia,  Augusta.  I  was  captured  while  on  my  way  to  report 
back  to  my  commanding  officer,  after  delivering  an  order. 

What  marches  did  you  make  as  prisoner  ?  Marched  from  the 
Wilderness  battle-field  to  Orange  Court  House;  distance,  I  believe, 
is  sixteen  miles,  and  afterwards  was  transported  from  place  to 
place  by  rail. 

What  treatment  on  the  march,  and  in  barracks,  camp  or  prison? 
Miserable  and  starving  treatment  at  all  times. 

How  many  Xew  York  prisoners,  and  of  what  regiments,  were 
imprisoned  with  you  ?  There  were  in  June,  1864,  1,600  officers 
in  prison  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  a  great  number  from  New  York. 

Was  any  officer  of  your  regiment  or  company  captured  or  con- 
fined with  you  ?  Yes  ;  William  A.  Merry,  Lieutenant,  106th  X. 
Y.  V.;  A.  M.  McDonald,  Colonel  106th  X.  Y.  V.;  and  Lieutenant 
Munson,  of  Co.  E,  were  confined  at  Richmond  in  hospital. 

What  fare  was  provided  for  you  ?  Usually,  corn  meal  and 
rice  ;  while  at  Macon,  Ga.,  corn  bread  and  poor  bacon. 

What  medical  attendance  and  stores?     Very  little  of  either. 

Did  you  ever  escape,  or  attempt  to  escape  ?  Give  the  incidents 
connected  therewith.  Yes;  I  escaped  from  the  prison  at  Colum- 
bia, S.  C,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1864;  traveled  on  foot  to 
Augusta,  Ga.,  75  miles  ;  was  out  12  days,  and  was  alone  all  the 
time,  except  first  three  days ;  negroes  were  all  friendly,  true 
friends  of  Union  soldiers  ;  they  assisted  us  a»  great  deal  ;  fur- 
nished us  with  food  ;  acted  as  guides,  &c,  :  never  found  a  treach- 
erous negro  ;  was  recaptured  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  sent 
back  to  prison  at  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Did  any  other  Xew  York  volunteer  officer  or  soldier  escape  or 
attempt  to  escape?  Give  names.  Yes;  a  great  many  escaped, 
but  a  majority  were  recaptured. 
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Give  an  account  of  your  life  in  prison,  treatment  by  Confederate 
authorities  and  guards.  Harsh,  bitter  treatment  by  authorities 
and  guards. 

State  about  your  own  health.  'Twas  quite  good,  with  these 
exceptions:  I  suffered  some  from  diarrhoea,  caused  by  eating  so 
much  coarse  corn  meal  ;  that  was  a  very  common  disease  in  prison. 
I  was  also  sick  with  fever  when  in  Charleston,  8.  C. 

What  were  the  manner  and  treatment  of  the  rebels  in  regard 
to  the  burial  of  the  dead  ?  They  covered  them  over  with  dirt 
decently,  but  it  was  a  distasteful  job  to  them. 

Did  any  of  the  citizens  that  assisted  you  suffer  punishment  for 
so  doing?  Give  their  names  and  punishment  inflicted.  I  heard 
of  some  persons  in  Columbia  and  Charleston  that  assisted  some  of 
our  prisoners,  but  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge.  I 
think  Governor  Aiken,  of  South  Carolina,  was  friendly  to  us  and 
aided  Union  officers. 

Did  you  keep  a  journal,  or  diary  of  events  ?  No,  not  a  com- 
plete one. 

Did  any  of  your  comrades  keep  such  journals?  Yes;  and  have 
published  books  since;  Lieut.  Abbott's  work,  for  instance  ;  also, 
a  book  by  Lieut.  Glazier. 

Did  you  or  any  comrade  suffer  any  particular  acts  of  cruelty 
from  the  rebels  ?  If  so,  give  names  and  facts.  Some  of  our 
officers  were  cruelly  murdered  by  treacherous  guards;  don't 
recollect  names ;  Abbott's  book  will  tell. 

Did  you  ever  meet  with  Southern  loyalists  or  Union  men? 
No.  except  they  were  negroes,  which  I  met  at  the  time  I  escaped. 

Did  they  assist  you  or  your  comrades  in  anyway?  Yes;  the 
negroes  did  in  even'  way. 

Do  you  know  where  your  comrades  who  died  in  prison  are 
buried?  Please  give  any  facts  that  you  have.  At  Columbia,  S.  C, 
they  are  buried  near  the  prison  line,  north. 

Did  any  New  York  volunteers  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or 
non-combatant  oath  ?  Yes  ;  I  saw  at  least  fifty  when  I  was  recap- 
tured and  put  in  prison  at  Augusta,  Ga.  The}7  were  all  privates, 
They  came  from  Andersonville  ;  said  they  did  it  to  save  their 
lives.  Great  promises  were  made  to  them,  and  they  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army.  They  were  mostly  ignorant  men,  that  had 
been  imprisoned  a  long  time,  and  gave  up  all  hope  of  being  re- 
leased or -exchanged.  They  wore  Confederate  uniform,  but  were 
of  little  use  to  their  cause. 
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If  you  prefer  doing  so,  please  give  a  statement  of  your  capture 
and  prison  experience  in  your  own  language,  without  reference  to 
the  foregoing  questions,  except  so  far  as  to  include  whatever  in- 
formation you  may  have  in  regard  to  your  associates. 

I  was  captured  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  day  of  May,  1864, 
when  Gordon's  brigade  (rebel)  turned  the  right  ilank  of  the  Sixth 
army  corps.  I  was  sent  by  the  General  commanding  the  brigade 
to  deliver  a  verbal  order.  I  delivered  it,  and  in  returning  to  that 
part  of  the  field  where  the  General  was,  mistaking  the  direction, 
I  was  captured  by  Georgia  troops  ;  can't  tell  number  of  regiment. 
I  was  taken  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines.  (A  great  number  of 
officers  and  men  were  captured  at  the  time  of  this  ilank  attack  ; 
I  should  sav,  fifty  officers,  including  Brig.-Gens.  Truman.  Seymour, 
and  Alexander  Shalcr.)  That  night  we  marched  to  Robertson's 
tavern. 

The  next  morning  (7th  May,  1864)  we  were  started  on  foot  and 
under  a  heavy  guard  to  march  to  Orange  Court  House — distance 
sixteen  miles.  I  think.  They  marched  us  humanely,  and  we 
arrived  at  Orange  Court  House  at  about  four  p.  M.  At  Robert- 
son's Tavern  we  left  a  great  number  of  our  men,  prisoners  of  war 
and  wounded.  They  were  suffering  terribly.  They  wanted  their 
wounds  dressed  and  also  wanted  food.  The  rebels  showed  them 
no  attention  at  all,  and  although  there  was  a  United  States  army 
Burgeon  on  the  ground  who  offered  to  dress  the  wounds  of  the 
men  if  he  was  provided  with  instruments,  still  he  could  obtain 
none.  We  remained  at  Orange  Court  House  about  twenty -four 
hours  and  then  started  by  rail  for  Lynchburg,  Va.,  via  Gordons- 
ville  and  Charlottesville.  At  Lynchburg  we  remained  about  a 
fortnight.  Rations  fair,  quarters  very  poor,  illy  ventilated  and 
much  over-crowded. 

We  remained  in  Lynchburg,  I  think,  about  a  month,  or  nearly 
so.  Then  we  were  all  started  for  Macon,  Ga.  ^Ye  took  the  train 
to  Berks'  Junction;  remained  there  a  few  hours  ;  thence  to  Dan- 
ville, where  we  were  confined  in  the  prison  houses  for  a  day  or 
two.  Thence  by  cars  we  went  to  Greensboro,  N.  C,  over  a  new 
railroad,  just  completed  by  the  rebels,  and  which  their  necessities 
required,  from  Greensboro  to  Charlotte,  N.  C,  passing  through 
Salisbury,  where  from  the  car  windows  we  could  see  our  prison- 
ers filling  every  window  in  their  jail,  and  in  their  rags  looking 
sorrowful  enough.  At  Charlotte,  N.  C,  we  were  allowed  to  get 
out  of  the  cars  and  remain  all  night  in  an  open  lot  at  the  side  of 
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the  railroad.  The  ground  was  very  low  and  damp.  We  slept  on 
boards  that  we  found  there.  From  Charlotte  to  Columbia,  S.  C, 
by  cars  ;  thence  to  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  finally  by  the  way  of  Milieu 
to  Macon,  Ga.,  where  we  were  put  into  permanent  quarters.  The 
whole  distance  from  Lynchburg,  Va.,  to  Macon,  Ga.,  was  traveled 
generally  in  cattle  cars,  poorly  ventilated  and  very  dirty.  Occa- 
sionally the  officers  were  given  a  second  class  passenger  car.  The 
journey  was  accomplished  in  eight  days,  and  without  rest  worth 
mentioning.  We  traveled  constantly  day  and  night.  They  placed 
on  an  average  about  forty  men  in  a  car  with  four  guards. 
We  were  literally  packed,  and  it  was  impossible  for  anyone  to  lie 
clown.  We  were  in  charge  of  different  squads  of  guards  during  the 
journey,  and  they  were  of  as  many  different  tempers  and  disposition. 

At  Augusta,  Ga.,  a  detachment  of  Georgia  militia,  under  an 
Irish  captain  (I  think  his  name  was  Moriarty)  took  charge  of  the 
prisoners'  train.  That  officer  was  very  severe  and  grossly  insult" 
ing  in  his  manner,  and  shot  one  man  in  the  shoulder  with  his 
revolver  because  he  did  not  get  on  the  train  as  quick  as  he 
desired.  His  guards  also  offered  a  great  indignity  to  General 
Seymour  by  cutting  every  button  off  from  his  coat  while  he 
was  asleep  in  the  night.  Our  rations  on  that  journey  were 
poor,  but  we  had  the  privilege  of  buying  cakes,  etc.,  from 
the  hucksters  at  the  stations  that  we  stopped  at.  Our  train  ran  off 
the  track  near  Columbia,  S.  C.  Two  cars  were  demolished,  but 
no  one  was  seriously  injured,  and  the  train  was  delayed  but  a  short 
time.  We  arrived  at  Macon,  Ga.,  about  the  24th  of  June.  There 
we  met  all  the  old  Libby  prison  men,  and  they  looked  very  ragged 
and  starved.  I  there  met  the  orderly  sergeant  of  my  company, 
William  A.  Merry,  company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth,  N.  Y.  V., 
who  had  been  in  "  Libby  "  nine  months,  and  had  the  scurvy  badly. 

At  Macon  we  were  all  searched  before  entering  the  prison  enclo- 
sure. Our  entire  person  was  searched  in  the  rudest  manner;  pock- 
ets turned  inside  out,  etc.,  ami  all  money  and  other  valuables  found 
were  taken  from  us.  I  concealed  a  twenty  dollar  greenback,  and 
it  was  not  discovered  in  the  search.  With  that  I  relieved  the 
sufferings  of  Sergt.  Merry,  and  had  him  sent  to  the  hospital.  The 
grounds  at  Atlanta  were  about  three  and  one-half  acres  in  size.  A 
high  stockade  enclosed  the  grounds,  and  guards  walked  on  top  of 
it.  Artillery  was  planted  on  elevated  platforms  at  the  corners  of 
the  grounds.  Rude  sheds  were  erected  that  would  accommodate 
about  three-fourths  of  the  number  of  prisoners  within  the  ground. 
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These  sheds  had  no  boards  at  the  side.  They  were  merely  roofs 
supported  on  a  lot  of  posts,  and  acted  as  a  shade  and  protection 
from  rain.  We  had  meal  issued  to  us,  and  also  rice  and  salt,  and 
sometimes  an  infinitesimal  quantity  of  bacon.  Sometimes  the 
rations  were  of  baked  corn  bread.  There  were  1G00  officers,  of 
all  grades,  then  in  prison.  Our  rations  were  slim  and  dirty 
enough.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  all  assembled  together  in  one 
part  of  the  grounds,  and  an  officer  drew  a  small  silk  flag  (U.  S.) 
from  his  bosom,  that  had  been  presented  to  him  by  a  young  lady, 
and  that  had  escaped  the  vigilant  and  searching  eyes  of  the  rebels, 
and  while  he  waved  that  through  the  air  we  all  sang  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner,  with  great  effect  and  feeling.  The  old  sheds 
rattled  with  the  sound,  and  the  notes  swelled  out  on  the  pure 
morning  air  and  startled  the  disloyal  citizens  of  Macon. 

After  Sherman  took  Atlanta,  the  rebels  imagined  that  there  was 
danger  of  a  cavalry  force  cutting  through  to  Macon  and  setting  us 
free,  and  consequently  about  the  latter  part  of  August,  I  think, 
they  moved  us  to  Charleston  and  Savannah,  in  detachments  of  600 
at  a  time.  At  Macon  there  were  many  attempts  to  escape  by  tun- 
neling, etc.,  but  through  the  watchfulness  of  the  enemy,  or  the 
betrayal  of  one  of  our  own  number,  they  were  always  discovered 
before  made  useful.  Before  wc  started  for  Charleston,  a  regular 
organization,  with  officers,  had  been  formed,  their  object  being  to 
seize  the  first  opportunity  to  escape.  I  was  not  a  member,  as  I 
had  not  much  faith  in  any  thing  of  the  kind.  A  certain  Captain 
McKibben,  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  infantry,  I  think,  was  at  the  head 
of  the  plot,  and  when  it  was  found  that  the  first  detachment  of  600 
was  to  be  moved  to  Charleston,  arrangements  were  made  to  include 
in  the  600  all  the  members  of  the  escaping  organization  and  officers, 
and  the  plan  was,  at  a  signal  to  seize  the  guards,  overpower  them, 
destroy  the  train  and  make  our  way  to  the  coast  with  the  guards 
in  custody.  The  signal  was  to  be  given  when  near  Pocataligo 
bridge,  on  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  railroad.  The  most  ample 
preparations  were  made  and  everything  was  in  readiness.  All 
night  long  we  watched  for  the  signal,  which  was  to  be  three  cries 
of  fire  or  a  red  light  thrust  out  of  the  first  car  door.  But  morn- 
ing  found  us  in  Charleston  city.  Our  plot  failed.  It  was  said  and 
believed  that  Captain  McKibben  was  entirely  responsible  for  the 
failure  ;  that  he  failed  to  give  the  signal  through  cowardice,  as  he 
believed  there  were  guards  posted  on  the  tender  of  the  engine 
ready  to  fire  into  his  car  (the  first  one)  as  soon  as  any  signal  was 
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displayed.  lie  was  shunned  afterwards  by  the  entire  camp,  and 
the  indignation  against  him  was  great.  During  that  night  we  were 
on  the  cars,  after  many  were  convinced  the  signal  would  not  bo 
iriven,  they  jumped  from  the  cars  while  in  motion,  so  anxious  were 
they  to  get  free.  About  eighty  escaped  in  this  way,  but  after 
wandering  around  for  some  time  through  the  swamps  near  the 
co?.st  and  suffering  greatly,  they  were  most  all  recaptured.  I  don't 
think  many  succeeded  in  escaping  North,  and  no  doubt  many  lost 
their  lives  in  the  swamps.  We  were  put  into  the  Charleston  jail 
yard,  the  dirtiest,  filthiest  place  imaginable,  and  kept  here  for  some 
time,  when  we  were  sent  into  the  next  building,  Charleston  work- 
house. After  a  few  weeks  wre  were  removed  on  ^ivin£c  our 
parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape,  to  another  building  (Roper  hospi- 
tal), and  there  we  were  quite  comfortable.  The  guards  were 
lenient  and  quite  friendly.  Many  of  the  officers  obtained  money 
here  in  exchange  for  bills  of  exchange,  which  they  drew  on  friends 
of  the  North  and  negotiated  with  rebel  brokers.  We  bought  food 
from  hucksters  outside  the  prison  fence.  We  were  under  fire 
from  our  own  guns  on  Morris  Island  all  the  time  we  were  in  the 
city,  and  two  or  three  times  our  building  was  struck  with  fragments 
of  shell  that  did  no  serious  damage.  Alter  a  while  the  yellow  fever 
broke  out  in  Charleston  and  several  of  the  prisoners  died.  We 
were  all  removed  to  Columbia,  S.  C,  15th  Sept.  At  Columbia 
our  quarters  were  in  the  open  field,  without  shelter  of  any  kind  or 
description.  Many  of  the  officers  dug  holes  in  the  ground,  which 
they  used  as  huts.  Our  food  was  vile  and  scanty,  consisting  of 
one  pint  corn  meal  and  a  little  sorghum  syrup  each  day.  We  were 
obliged  to  carry  all  our  wood  one  quarter  of  a  mile  on  our  backs, 
and  were  allowed  to  go  out  under  guard  for  that  purpose.  Some 
of  the  officers  built  huts  from  pine  logs  split  into  boards.  The 
fall  rains  were  heavy  and  the  cold  was  severe  at  night.  We  were 
really  hard  up.  Attempts  to  escape  were  made  each  day  and 
great  numbers  did  escape.  I  escaped  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
of  November.  Took  a  westward  direction  and  traveled  the  main 
road  to  Augusta,  Ga.  I  sutTered  greatly  from  soreness  of  the  feet; 
traveled  always  on  foot  and  in  the  night,  laying  by  in  concealment 
during  the  day  time.  I  met  man}'  negroes,  and  always  depended 
on  them  for  food  and  information.  They  were  true  in  each  case. 
I  would  always  tell  them  who  I  was,  and  they  comprehended  the 
entire  situation  as  if  by  instinct.  I  met  great  numbers  of  them 
and  always  found  them  reliable  and  honorable,  understanding  in 
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a  greater  or  less  accurate  degree  the  object  of  the  war  and  secretly 
hating  their  masters.  Foot  sore  and  tired  out  I  entered  Augusta, 
Ga.,  but  was  soon  picked  up  by  a  parole  guard,  as  the  city  had 
been  garrisoned  by  Longstrcet's  troops  to  defend  it  against  Sher- 
man moving  south  from  Atlanta  I  was  discovered  to  be  a  Yan- 
kee and  confined  in  the  barracks  at  Augusta  for  five  days,  and  then 
sent  back  by  rail  to  the  old  prison  at  Columbia. 

On  the  9th  of  December  I  was  paroled,  and  started  that  night 
for  Charleston  by  train,  where  we  arrived  the  next  day,  and  in  the 
afternoon  was  transferred  to  our  own  United  States  steamer  St. 
John  or  New  York,  under  direction  of  Gen.  Mulford,  who  Avas 
conducting  the  exchange,  and  after  a  pleasant  sail  arrived  at 
parole  camp,  Annapolis,  McL,  on  15th  Dec,  1864,  after  suffering 
an  incarceration  of  over  eight  months.  During  my  sojourn  in 
prison,  I  saw  many  instances  of  shooting  by  rebel  guards,  not  less 
than  four  where  the  officers  were  killed,  but  cannot  remember 
names  and  dates  sufficiently  to  give  any  reliable  accounts. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  their  treatment  of  prisoners,  so  hor. 
rible  was  it  at  times,  and  it  will  ever  remain  as  a  curse  against  them. 


Extracts  from  Diary  of  Edward  E.  Sill,  Captain  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  New  lrORK  Volunteers. 

Col.  A.  J.  II.  Duganne,  Chief  Bureau  Military  Record  : 

Colonel — I  am  glad  to  comply  with  your  request  for  some  of 
the  incidents  of  my  experience  while  a  prisoner  with  our  late 
enemy,  and  during  my  escape  therefrom.  Personal  incidents  of 
this  character  may  now  (to  borrow  a  phrase  from  the  Admiralty 
lawyers)  be  termed  "  flotsam,"  and  unless  soon  gathered  in  will 
become  "jetsam"  and  be  lost  forever.  The  minor  incidents  and 
events  of  the  late  struggle  constitute  the  real  woof,  wherewith  to 
complete  the  historical  fabric.  We  may  indulge  a  high  feeling  of 
gratification  and  true  State  pride,  in  the  present  and  future  histori- 
cal record  of  our  State,  as  preserved  and  perpetuated  through 
the  instrumentality  of  your  bureau. 

*     *     *     My   regiment,    the    One   Hundred   and    Thirty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  formed  a  fractional  part  of  that  grand  army,, 
which  on  the  second  day  of  May,  1864,  moved  out  of  Chattanooga, 
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to  meet   the   enemy.     During  the   previous  winter  I   had  been 

detached  to  service  on  the  stall'  of  our  brigade  commander,  Gun. 
James  Wood,  jr. 

Before  the  movement  of  the  army  began,  I  received  an  order  to 
immediately  report  for  duty  as  A.  D.  C.  on  the  staff  of  Major 
General  Darnel  Butteriield,  commanding  our  division,  the  third, 
of  Hooker's  (Twentieth)  corps. 

I  will  not  speak  of  the  battles,  marches,  and  victories,  which 
ensued,  as  the  army  under  the  guiding  will  of  Sherman  hurled 
itself  against  the  enemy,  beating  him  back  from  his  entrenched 
mountain  fastnesses  in  Northern  Georgia,  until  at  last  the  portals 
of  the  "Gate  City,"  opened  to  its  victorious  tread.  One  after 
another  succeeded  the  actions  at  Buzzard  Roost  Gap,  and  Rocky- 
faced  Ridge,  at  Resaca,  where  on  that  bloody  Sunday,  the  Third 
division,  chosen  by  General  Hooker  for  the  work,  and  led  by 
General  Butteriield  in  person,  who  as  usual  in  action  was  at  the 
hottest  front,  stormed  the  rebel  centre,  broke  their  line,  and  planted 
the  Has;  on  their  boldest  work;   at  Cassville,  where  after  two  days 

O  7  x 

of  fighting,  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  retreat :  at  Burnt  Hickory 
and  New  Hope  Church,  at  which  latter  place  I  was  taken  prisoner. 
At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  May  25th,  the  bugles  on  the  field 
of  Burnt  Hickory  sounded  the  march.  The  columns  were  soon  in 
motion  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe.  Reaching  Pumpkin  Vine 
creek  about  noon,  a  crossing  was  made  upon  a  bridge  hastily  con- 
structed from  the  timbers  of  an  old  mill  torn  down  for  the  pur- 
pose. Moving  on  through  a  heavy  timber  until  three  p.  m.,  we 
struck  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  forcing  them  back  we  dis- 
covered their  main  line  covered  by  rude  but  heavy  breastworks. 
The  troops  being  hastily  deployed  a  general  action  soon  began, 
and  continued  until  darkness  closed  upon  the  scene.  During  the 
action  I  was  as  usual  engaged  at  carrying  dispatches  to  different 
parts  of  the  field.  Toward  evening  I  was  sent  to  a  distant  point 
on  the  line.  Before  my  return  a  heavy  storm  of  rain  set  in,  fol- 
lowed by  pitchy  darkness.  From  the  nature  of  the  ground,  our 
line  like  the  enemv's  was  very  irregular.  A  dense  growth  of 
underbrush  obstructed  passage  through  the  woods  ;  this  with  the 
darkness   and  storm   rendered    travel   very   slow   and   difficult,  I 


amid  only  direct  my  course  by  the  light  of  the  vivid  and  con- 
stantly  recurring  flashes  of  lightning.  Reaching  a  forked  trail  1 
dismounted  and  tied  my  horse  to  a  tree,  in  order  to  go  a  short  dis- 
tance on  the  trails  on  foot,  and    learn  their   bearings,  I   had  gone 
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about  fifty  yards  on  one  of  the  forks,  when  suddenly  I  was  greeted 
with  the  command,  "halt!"  which  was  immediately  followed  by 
a  rush  from  the  bushes,  and  in  a  moment  I  was  surrounded  by 
bayonets  and  rebels. '"  Surrender"  came  next.  Escape  was 
impossible.  Resistance  was  useless.  My  sabre  was  taken  from 
me  and  I  was  threatened  with  instant  death  if  I  made  a  sound.  My 
captors  proved  to  be  a  party  of  the  Seventh  Mississippi  Infantry, 
consisting  of  a  lieutenant  and  twenty  men,  who  were  lying  in 
ambush  for  the  purpose  of  making  captures.  We  immediately 
started  (they  willingly,  but  I  quite  unwillingly)  for  their  line, 
which  proved  to  be  about  half  a  mile  distant.  Observing  that  my 
captors  had  not  discovered  my  revolver  which  hung  at  my  side,  I 
dropped  my  arm  to  cover  it,  hoping  to  have  an  opportunity  to  use 
it  and  effect  my  escape. 

While  crossing  a  low  piece  of  ground  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy's  lines,  the  chivalrous  lieutenant  of  the  capturing  party, 
suddenly  stepped  behind  me  on  the  path,  and  without  a  word  of 
provocation  or  warning  inflicted  a  severe  sabre  cut  upon  my  head- 
This  was  immediately  followed  by  a  thrust  in  the  side.  Partially 
stunned  by  my  blow,  and  faint  and  weak  from  loss  of  blood  which 
was  warmly  trickling  down  my  back,  I  staggered  forward  as  well 
as  able  until  I  again  received  a  severe  blow  upon  the  side  of  my 
head,  which  brought  me  to  the  Ground.    As  I  fell  one  of  the  soldiers 

s 

discovered  my  revolver,  of  which,  of  course,  I  was  promptly 
relieved.  With  threats  to  kill,  and  with  oaths  too  vile  for  print, 
the  brutal  officer  ordered  me  forward.  Two  of  the  soldiers  more 
humane  than  their  commander,  lifted  me  up  and  supported  me 
along.  Reaching  the  rebel  works  we  clambered  over,  and  were 
then  fully  within  the  rebel  lines.  There  all  was  bustle  and  move- 
ment, strengthening  and  preparing  for  the  fight  of  the  coming 
day.  I  was  taken  to  the  rear  of  an  old  log  house,  in  which  Gen- 
eral Hindman  had  located  his  headquarters,  and  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  provost  guard.  There  I  met  a  number  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  our  division,  who  had  been  captured  in  the  tight. 


*  *  *  My  diary  of  June  16th,  reads:  "To  day  had  the 
intense  satisfaction  of  hearing  that  Bishop  and  Lieutenant  General 
Leonid  as  Folk,  had  received  '  Southern  Rights  '  through  the  agency 
of  a  federal  shell,  at  Kenesaw,  Mountain." 


On   the  morning  of  July  29th,   we  reached  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Disembarking  from  the  cars  we  marched  to  the  jail  yard.     There 
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we  were  again  huddled  together  like  cattle  in  a  pen.  In  the  jail 
we  found  a  number  of  our-colorcd  soldiers  who  were  captured  at 
Battery  Wagner,  and  had  for  months  been  here  confined,  being 
denied  exchange  and  the  ordinary  treatment  of  prisoners.  Many 
of  them  had  lost  either  an  arm  or  leg,  but  the  brave  fellows  were 
patient  and  hopeful  of  the  future.  A  good  portion  of  them  had 
enlisted  from  New  York,  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts,  the 
balance  from  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts. 

Among  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  jail,  I  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  a  noble  son  of  New  York,  Mr.  H.  G.  Cole,  formerly  of 
Guilford,  Chenango  county.  He  had  resided  at  Marietta,  Georgia, 
for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the  war,  and  was  a  gentleman 
of  wealth  and  influence.  By  his  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  Union, 
he  had  incurred  the  hostility  of  the  rebels  and  had  been  confined 
for  a  number  of  months  here  and  elsewhere.  He  had  repeated 
oilers  of  release  and  freedom  from  military  duty,  if  he  would 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  "  Confederacy,"  but  his  loyalty  could  not 
be  shaken.  His  property  was  confiscated,  his  family  left  home- 
less, and  himself,  an  old  man,  compelled  to  dwell  among  the  thieves 
and  cut-throats  of  a  southern  jail, 

"  vVhat  has  the  gray-haired  prisoner  done  ? 
Has  murder  stained  his  hands  with  gore  ? 
Ah  !  no  bis  crime's  a  fouler  one —  " 

he  is  loyal  to  his  country,  and  for  that  he  suffers. 

#  *  #  #  '    *  # 

At  midday  of  Tuesday,  29th  November,  two  of  my  old  prison 
comrades,  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Lamson,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Sheltou,  First  New  York 
Artillery,  and  myself  made  our  escape  from  the  prison  at  Colum- 
bia, 8.  C,  by  means  of  a  forged  pass,  purporting  to  have  been 
issued  by  the  commandant  of  the  prison,  and  authorizing  my  com- 
rades and  myself  to  pass  outside  the  guard  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  wood.  Fictitious  names  were  inserted  in  the  body  of 
the  pass,  which  with  due  appearance  of  formality,  was  counter- 
signed with  the  signature  of  the  proper  rebel  official.  The  scheme 
was  thus  far  successful.  Hundreds  of  miles  of  skulking  travel 
through  the  enemy's  country  was  yet  before  us. 

Just  before  night  we  heard  the  sound  of  an  axe.  Leaving  my 
comrades,  I  crawled  through  the  pines  to  the  edge  of  the  thicket 
to  reconnoitre.     Across  a  cleared   opeuing  I   discovered  a  negro 
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engaged  at  burning  charcoal.  Another  with  a  team  was  crossing 
the  field  and  coining  toward  a  woodpile  near  where  I  stood.  As 
he  neared  the  spot  I  whistled,  thereby  attracting  his  attention, 
and  beckoned  him  toward  me.  On  his  approach  we  shook  hands 
and  I  then  told  him  of  our  circumstances  and  begged  some  food. 
He  having  never  before  seen  a  Yankee  was  somewhat  hesitating, 
but  finally  being  assured,  told  me  he  belonged  to  Mr.  Hicks,  of 
Lawrence  C.  H.,  three  miles  distant,  that  he  and  "  Andy"  his  fel- 
low were  burning  charcoal  for  their  master,  and  that  they  would 
return  to  town  soon,  when  they  would  procure  and  bring  us  some 
provisions.  I  now  returned  to  my  comrades  to  await  with  them 
the  result  of  the  interview.  About  midnight  they  returned,  bear- 
ing a  bag  containing  some  sweet  potatoes  and  corn  bread.  Roast- 
ing the  potatoes  in  the  lire  of  the  coal  pit,  we  made  a  scanty  sub- 
per,  reserving  the  balance  of  our  limited  supply  for  use  on  the 
coming  day. 

Though  a  slave,  Andy  had  managed  to  pick  up  many  odds  and 
ends  of  learning.  He  could  read  his  Bible,  which  ability  elevated 
him  to  a  high  dignity  among  his  fellows.  He  at  times  also  essayed 
preaching  among  his  fellow  slaves.  His  religion  was  of  that  ear- 
nest enthusiastic  nature  so  common  to  his  race.  Before  starting' 
anew  on  our  night  journey,  both  because  it  was  consonant  with 
our  own  feelings,  and  because  we  knew  it  would  gratify  the  faithful 
friends  who  had  succored  us,  we  requested  Andy  to  deliver  a 
prayer.  All  reverently  kneeling  on  the  ground  together,  the  pious 
and  simple-hearted  slave,  poured  forth  his  inmost  soul  to  the  Maker 
alike  of  white  and  black.  On  the  wings  of  faith  that  prayer  went 
direct  to  the  throne  of  the  Father.  First  reciting  our  Lord's 
prayer,  at  its  close  he  began  a  strain  of  original,  extemporaneous 
prayer,  which  for  fervor,  unction  and  beautiful  simplicity,  I  never 
heard  surpassed.  He  prayed  for  the  freedom  of  the  slave,  for 
God's  blessing  upon  the  Northern  arms,  and  for  our  deliverance 
from  the  perils  before  us.  Many  a  rhetorical  prayer  have  I  heard 
enunciated  over  the  velvet  upholstery  of  a  fashionable  pulpit,  yet, 
never  did  I  hear  a  prayer,  which  seemed  to  go  more  direct  to  the 
ear  of  Him  who  "heareth  in  secret.''  than  did  the  utterances  of 
this  faithful  Christian  slave.  The  moonbeams  as  they  glimmered 
through  the  pines  of  the  thicket,  cast  a  dim  and  holy  light  over 
the   kneeling   worshipers,  and,    save  by  the  words  of  prayer,  the 

silence  was  unbroken. 

#  #  #  *  #  # 
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Early  in  the  evening  we  started  for  Oconee  station.  Owing  to 
the  darkness  we  missed  our  road,  and  ere  aware,  found  ourselves 
in  the  outkirts  of  a  village.  While  debating  our  course,  we  heard 
shouts  and  the  approaching  tramp  of  horses.  We  had  barely  time 
to  drop  behind  a  bush,  when  a  squad  of  cavalry  rushed  past  us. 
Seeing  a  light  and  hearing  considerable  bustle  a  little  to  the  left, 
we  made  a  careful  reconnoissancc,  discovering  a  railroad  depot,  and 
some  men  engaged  at  unloading  a  freight  car.  The  thought  flashed 
across  our  miuds  that  we  were  in  the  place  we  most  dreaded — 
Walhalla.  Just  then  we  heard  a  cart  approaching  the  spot  where 
we  were  standing.  Stopping,  it  we  asked  the  name  of  the  place; 
"  Walhalla "  was  replied,  and  the  question  put  to  us,  "  Who  are 
you?"  An  evasive  answer  was  given,  and  we  rushed  away  through 
the  darkness.  Regaining  the  road  we  commenced  a  retreat.  On 
nearing  a  large  white  house  the  dogs  began  a  furious  barking. 
Moving  softly  along  the  road  we  had  nearly  passed  the  premises, 
when  suddenly  a  couple  of  figures  arose  from  behind  the  fence  at 
our  left.  Being  unchallenged  we  kept  on,  from  their  silence 
deeming  them  unhostiic.  Lieutenant  Shelton  fell  behind  the  others 
of  our  party,  when  immediately  from  the  fence  corner  rushed  a 
couple  of  wenches  exclaiming,  "  We  know  what  ye  is  ;  we'll  take 
3'e  to  a  good  place." 

From  them  we  learned  that  by  means  of  that  underground  tele- 
graphic communication  extending  from  plantation  to  plantation, 
among  the  slaves  generally,  they  had  learned  of  the  secret  presence 
of  some  runaway  Yankees  in  that  section,  and  that  hearing  the  dogs 
bark  at  us  when  we  parsed  the  house  an  hour  before,  they  came 
out  to  watch  for  and  succor  escaping  prisoners,  if  such  they  might 
chance  to  see. 

The  more  demonstrative  one  of  our  new  found  friends  told  us 
to  follow  them,  and  we  would  get  something  to  eat.  They  led  the 
way  across  a  field  to  a  rude  log  cabin.  Our  leader-in-chief 
44 Susannah,"  after  cautioning  us  to  lie  hid  outside,  went  within 
to  ascertain  the  situation.  Soon  a  white  man  came  out  of  the 
cabin,  passing  very  close  to  where  we  were  lying  but  without  dis- 
covering us.  Our  kind  friend  Susannah,  soon  came  out  telling  us 
that  the  coast  was  clear,  and  escorted  us  within  the  cabin.  The 
occupants  proved  to  be  a  family  of  4<  poor  white  trash." 

The  wife  and  mother  between  her  spasmodic  jerks  at  a  corn- 
cob pipe,  informed' us  that  her  husband,  who  rejoiced  in  the 
euphonious  name  of  Joe  Tow,  had  been  conscripted  in  the  rebel 
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army,  taken  prisoner,  and  was  now  a  government  boarder  in  the 
military  prison  at  Elmira,  New  York. 

The  opinions  she  ventured  to  express  were  not  at  all  compli- 
mentary to  the  "  Confederacy."  Susannah  now  went  back  to  the 
house  of  her  master,  an  old  Dutchman  by  name  of  "Schroder," 
but  soon  returned  accompanied  by  a  negro  to  act  as  our  pilot. 
She  also  brought  with  her  a  number  of  slices  of  bacon,  some 
matches,  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  all  of  which  she  had  procured  in 
her  master's  cellar.  Deeming  the  wine  "  too  good  to  keep,"  we 
drank  it  before  leaving  the  cabin. 

With  our  new  pilot  we  went  back  until  we  struck  the  road 
leading  to  " Oconee"  an  old  Indian  station  ground. 


The  original  plan  was,  when  assembled  to  make  a  midnight  raid 
upon  the  dwellings  of  the  prominent  rebels  in  the  vicinity,  con- 
fiscate their  firearms  and  a  quantity  of  provisions,  and  then  strike 
for  the  mountains,  hoping  before  daylight  to  place  a  number  of 
miles  between  us  and  any  pursuers.  As  says  old  Scotia's  gifted 
child  of  sorrow  and  of  mirth, 

"The  best  laid  schemes  o'  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  agley." 

And  so  did  ours.  As  Heddon's  cabin  was  in  a  secluded  place,  it 
was  thought  best  for  us  to  go  there  and  remain  until  the  time  of 
starting.  From  Hooper's  to  the  Georgia  line  was  but  a  few  miles 
and  there  Heddon  went  to  recruit  some  deserters  from  the  rebel 
army.  After  dark  guided  by  our  faithful  friend  old  Tom.  Han- 
cock, we  set  out  for  Heddon's  cabin,  which  we  reached  about  mid- 
night. After  a  little  parley  we  were  admitted.  Notwithstanding 
tho  lateness  of  the  hour,  Mrs.  Heddon  was  busily  engaged  at 
spinning.  She  was  a  withered,  gaunt,  and  attenuated  specimen, 
strongly  addicted  to  the  use  of  the  pipe,  and  when  under  sufficient 
provocation,  could  use  language  like  that  attributed  to  the  "army 
in  Flanders."  To  the  post  of  the  spinning  wheel,  hung  a  long 
strap  as  the  symbol  of  maternal  authority.  Hardly  an  hour  of  the 
day  passed  without  some  one  of  her  numerous  offsprings  receiving 
a  vigorous  application.  Even  now,  I  can  hear  that  melodious  voice 
screaming  to  her  tow-headed  eldest  boy,  "Manuel  !  Manuel !  come 
here  and  I'll  line  ye." 

Many  were  the  ludicrous  incidents  witnessed  during  our  four 
days  sojourn  in  that,  mountain  cabin.  If  my  pen  could  do  justice 
to  the  subject,  I  would  repeat   her  narrative  of  her  journey  to 
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Walhalla,  and  the  sale  of  a  steer  which  she  led  with  her  ;  and  her 
wrangle  with  the  purchaser  for  the  ownership  of  the  bell  which 
hung  at  the  steer's  neck. 

To  use  her  own  words  :  "  I  jest  walked  up  to  that  steer,  and 
tuk  the  bell,  I  told  that  ar'  feller  to  jest  keep  out  of  my  way.  Ye 
ought 'er  seen  me  then.  I  had  my  money  in  here  (placing  her 
hand  on  her  bosom)  and  I  went  and  got  some  apple  brandy,  and 
then  T  tuk  the  bell  in  my  hand  and  set  it  a  ringing,  and  then  I 
jest  went  up  and  down  them  are  streets  a  cussin'  and  swearin'. 
Ye  ought'er  seen  me  then." 

Experience  of  Angus  M.  Shoemaker. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  November  2,  1867. 
Col.  A.  J.  IT.  Duganne: 

Sir  :  In  response  to  your  circular,  asking  all  discharged  soldiers 
to  furnish  your  Bureau  with  a  full  statement  of  prison  experience, 
etc.,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  rebel  authorities,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following: 

I,  Angus  M.  Shoemaker,  twenty-three  years  of  age,  shoe-cutter, 
formerly  sergeant  E  Company,  Seventh  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
post-ollice  address,  care  of  Busley,  Myers  &  Co.,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
was  taken  prisoner  in  front  of  Petersburg,  June  16,  1864,  and  was 
released  April  28,  I860,  at  Baldwinsville,  Fla. 

Treatment  at  Petersburg. 
While  marching  through  the  streets  we  were  subjected  to  gross 
abuse — the  ladies  condescending  to  hoot  at  us  and  spit  in  our  faces. 
We  were  con  lined  one  night  in  a  tobacco  warehouse,  so  crowded 
that  it  was  impossible  to  sleep,  and  many  nearly  died  from  suffoca- 
tion. The  next  morning  we  were  robbed  of  all  valuables,  and 
part  of  our  clothing  was  taken.  We  were  then  put  on  the  cars 
for  Anderson ville,  Ga. 

Treatment  en  route  to  Andersonville. 
We  were  placed  in  filthy  cattle  cars,  crowded,  and  supplied  with 
food  barely  sufficient  to  sustain  life,  during  the  seven  days  of  the 
journey.     We  arrived  at  Andersonville  June  23,  1864. 

Treatment  at  Andersonville. 
When  I  entered  the  prison  enclosure,  such  a  scene  of  wretched- 
ness was  presented  to  me  as  I  had  associated  only  with  the  idea  of 
hell.     It  was  a  hell  on  earth — only  no  fire.     There,  were  twenty- 
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seven  thousand  men,  without  shelter,  day  or  night,  in  all  degrees 
of  emaciation,  with  hardly  a  vestige  of  clothing.  The  enclosure 
for  that  number  of  men  included  about  eleven  acres,  about  one 
and  a  half  acres  being  inside  the  dead-line,  leaving  nine  and  a 
half  acres  for  the  prisoners.  A  creek  and  swamp  still  further  les- 
ened  the  habitable  ground. 

Food. 
A  day's  ration  consisted  of  a  pint  of  corn  meal,  (raw  or  the 
amount  in  bread),  or  a  pint  of  mush,  or  one-half  pint  of  rice,  or 
one-half  pint  of  beans.  About  one-third  of  the  time,  three  ounces 
of  bacon  or  fresh  beef  in  addition  to  the  regular  ration.  The 
quality  of  all  these  articles  of  food  was  wretched.  The  meal  was 
of  corn  and  cobs  ground  together.  The  mush  always  abounded 
in  large  maggots.  The  bacon  and  beef  always  maggoty.  It  was 
a  usual  occurrence,  for  the  same  wagon  that  had  carried  away  a 
load  of  filthy,  naked  corpses  of  men,  who  had  died  of  djrsentery, 
etc.,  to  return  with  a  load  of  bread  or  beef  placed  on  theuncleansed 
floor.  The  above  is  an  imperfect  description  of  our  food  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  18(34.  The  ration  in  the  winter  averaged 
not  more  than  one-half  the  ration  above  described. 

Water. 
The  water  for  the  camp  was  supplied  by  a  small  creek,  about  six 
feet  in  width  and  six  inches  in  depth,  which  ran  through  swampy 
ground  dividing  the  enclosure.  The  swamp  was  used  as  a  sink  by 
the  prisoners.  The  creek  before  entering  the  enclosure  was  deiiled 
with  the  offal  from  the  cook  house,  and  also  with  the  tilth  of  the 
garrison.  Every  rain  storm  washed  immense  quantities  of  refuse 
matter,  excrement,  etc.,  from  the  enclosure  into  the  creek.  The 
nature  of  the  water  can,  under  such  circumstances,  be  better 
imagined  than  described. 

Shelter. 

No  shelter  was  provided  by  the  authorities.  A  few  of  the  men 
dug  burrows;  but  the  greater  portion  slept  on  the  open  ground, 
winter  and  summer.  In  winter  many  froze  to  death.  Frozen 
limbs  were  common.  The  enclosure  was  in  a  pine  forest,  so  that 
material  for  shelter  was  convenient,  but  no  entreaty  could  obtain  it. 

The  Sick, 

The  effect  of  the  treatment  above  described  was  to  break  down 
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all  but  the  strongest  constitutions.  Diarrhoea,  scurvy,  chills  and 
fever,  and  gangrene  spread  rapidly.  The  sick  generally  lay  on 
the  ground  uncared  for.  I  have  seen  men  whose  feet  or  legs  or 
stomachs  burst  with  the  scurvy,  entirely  neglected.  A  small  pro- 
portion of  the  worst  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  fever  and  ague, 
and  wounds  were  taken  into  the  hospital. 

General  Treatment. 
The  guard,  from  Wirz  down,  were  cruel  in  the  extreme. 

Instances  of  Suffering. 

I  saw  a  man  of  my  company,  named  John  Wendell,  driven  by 
.famine  to  eat  excrement,  and  myself  pulled  him  from  it.  I  have 
seen  men,  who,  from  weakness,  fell  inside  the  dead  line,  shot  dead 
by  the  sentinels.  I  have  seen  sick  men,  unable  from  weakness  to 
care  for  themselves,  choked  by  veimin  crawling  down  their 
throats.  I  have  seen  men,  crazed  by  suffering,  deliberately  walk 
over  the  dead  line,  and  deliberately  shot  by  the  sentinels.  Such 
instances  as  these  could  be  multiplied. 

Times  and  Places  of  my  Imprisonment. 

Andersonville,  June  23,  1864,  to  October,  1864;  Milieu, 
October,  1864,  to  November,  1864;  Savannah  (two  days),  Novem- 
ber, 1864;  Blackshear,  Fla.  (two  weeks),  November,  1864;  Thom- 
asville,  November,  1864,  to  December  24,  1864;  Andersonville, 
December  24,  1864.  to  March,  1865;  Thomasville,  Ga.,  (one  night), 
March,  1865;  Andersonville,  to  April  7th,  1865;  Bakhvinsville, 
April  7th  to  April  28,  1865.  The  description  of  treatment  at 
Andersonville  applies  nearly  to  the  other  prisons. 

No  one,  who  witnessed  what!  did  during  nearly  eleven  months, 
could  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  rebel  authorities  deliberately 
murdered  thousands  of  helpless  prisoners  by  intentional,  system- 
atic starvation  and  exposure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANGUS  M.  SHOEMAKER. 
To  Colonel  A.  J.  II.  Duganne, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 
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F.    E.    WlIALEY. 

Amber,  New  York,  Nov.  lUh,  1867. 
Col.  A.  J.  II.  Duganxe, 

Cliief  of  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics,  Albany,  y.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Gov.  Fenton,  regard- 
ing information  of  prisoners  of  war,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  I  was  a 
sergeant  in  "D"  Company,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  New 
York  Vols.  Was  with  the  regiment  up  to  the  Wilderness  fight 
May  6th,  1864.  I  received  in  this  fight  four  wounds,  one  of  which 
disahled  me  for  life,  and  was  immediately  made  a  prisoner  by  the 
rebel  forces,  and  was  held  by  them  until  the  general  exchange, 
when  I  was  paroled  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  Nov.  25th,  1864,  mak- 
ing nearly  eight  months  of  prison  life.  To  give  the  details  of  my 
experience  would  require  much  time  and  some  patience  to  read. 
Language  is  too  feeble,  and  pen  cannot  portray  the  ghastly  record. 

I  was  held  respectively  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  Anderson,  Ga., 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Milieu,  called  Camp  Lawton,  and  know  some- 
thing of  prison  life. 

Our  treatment  was  cruel,  barbarous  and  inhuman.  To  accuse 
them  of  murder  is  mild  and  no  fit  way  to  mention  it. 

I  will  here  state,  without  reserve,  that  it  is  impossible  to  mag- 
nify the  horrors  of  prison  life  among  the  rebels  during  this  war. 
Imagine,  sir,  30,000  men  in  an  enclosure  of  25  acres;  without 
shelter,  stripped  of  clothing,  or  worn  out;  a  pint  of  poor  meal  and 
a  spoonful  of  rice,  the  average  day's  ration,  with  a  stick  of  green 
pine,  about  the  size  of  your  arm,  to  last  two  days,  with  which  to 
cook  it;  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather — dews  of  night  and  the 
scorching  sun;  disease  of  every  type  and  nature  among  them,  sick, 
helpless  and  forsaken;  hundreds  prostrate  with  a  loathsome  disease, 
vermin  by  the  quart  actually  writhing  and  crawling  in  scores  in 
their  eyes,  mouth  and  ears,  literally  covered,  powerless  to  pick 
them  off;  water  filthy,  sluggish,  insufiicient;  mind  harrowed,  fearing 
death  (such  a  death),  yet  almost  wishing  it;  many  praying  for  it 
to  end  their  miseries,  and  who  could  blame  them;  offal  of  all  the 
camp  deposited  in  a  narrow  space,  above  ground,  by  those  able 
to  walk,  and  in  places  most  convenient  for  the  sick;  maggots  by 
the  millions  breeding  in  this  filth,  in  every  part  of  the  camp  crawl- 
ing and  existing;  a  sickening  stench  of  malaria  constantly  arising, 
and  inhaled  at  every  breath  (rank  poison);  comrades  dead  and 
dying  on   every  hand,  inhumanly  loaded  like  logs  of  wood  into 
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wagons,  drawn  a  distance,  unloaded  and  interred  in  a  shallow  depth 
of  earth;  those  yet  alive  and  expecting  death,  agonizing  from 
thoughts  of  such  burial;  hunger  in  all  its  severity,  hundreds,  yes 
thousands,  actually  starving;  intellects  strong,  utterly  and  hope- 
lessly ruined  from  long  suffering,  and  you  have  a  very  faint  idea 
of  that  hell  upon  earth,  Andcrsonville  prison;  and  to  add  to  this 
long  train  of  miseries  a  fiend — a  devil  in  human  form  for  keeper — 
known  as  Capt.  Wirz. 

Such  men  of  known  severity  were  universally  given  commands 
over  prisoners  of  war  throught  the  South.  I  ask  your  attention 
particularly  to  this  fact. 

Whenever  Capt.  Wirz  came  among  us  he  was  brutal,  insulting 
and  cowardly  in  the  extreme,  often  committing  violence  upon 
some  poor,  weak,  starved,  sick  prisoner. 

Our  sufferings  might  have  been  much  less,  by  being  permitted 
to  go  out  in  squads  into  the  heavy  timber  close  at  hand,  and  col- 
lect fuel  to  warm  us,  and  brush  and  poles  to  shield  us  from  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun  and  pelting  storm,  but  no  such  permit  could 
be  obtained  from  any  of  the  keepers  we  were  ever  under.  When 
in  transit  the  majority  of  the  people  were  indifferent  to  our  forlorn 
appearance,  and  when  appealed  to  for  a  mite  to  eat,  they  refused 
indignantly  and  with  scorn.  Some  sympathized  and  administered 
secretly,  but  such  were  Union  people. 

Upon  whose  head  the  responsibility  rests,  it  is  mighty,  and 
investigation  ought  to  be  had.  I  know  not  for  what  purpose  we 
are  asked  to  give  information  of  prison  life,  but  if  it  goes  to  the 
world  we  ask  none  to  believe  us;  and  here  let  me  add,  but  a 
hasty,  incomplete  record  is  made,  and  which  will  fail  to  convey 
but  a  weak  idea  of  the  reality.  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Miss 
Clara  Barton,  printed  in  the  New  York  Tribune  and  other 
papers,  last  year.  The  few  miserable  survivors  of  those  dens  will 
testify  to  my  statements,  and  the  spirits  of  dead  comrades,  who 
miserably  perished  there,  call  out  to  me,  you  have  truthfully  given 
to  the  world  the  death  we  died. 

Respectfully  submitted  by, 

Yours  truly, 

F.  EMVHALEY, 

Amber,  N.  Y. 
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Fkancis  A.  Hopping. 
Havana,  Schuyler  Co.,  N.  Y.,  JSfov.  2d,  18G4. 

Col.  A.  J.  II.    DUGANNE, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics,  Albany/,  N.  Y.: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  the  circular  from  the 
Executive  Department  of  this  State,  to  mention  some  facts  in  con- 
nection with  my  prison  life.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Seventy-fifth 
regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry i  an^  ;lt  the  time  I  was 
taken  prisoner,  serving  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

1  was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  Va.,  19th  September,  1864, 
under  General  Sheridan.  The  most  of  the  men  and  officers  were 
robbed  of  their  money,  watches,  and  portions  of  their  clothing. 
We  were  sent  direct  to  Libby,  nothing  of  particular  or  unusual 
interest  occurring  on  the  line  of  march.  Many  of  the  men,  being 
robbed  of  their  shoes,  were  compelled  to  march  barefooted  over 
the  rocks  until  their  footsteps  could  be  traced  by  their  bleeding 
feet.  If  they  asked  for  the  privilege  of  riding,  the  usual  reply 
was,  "Close  up,  you  damned  'Yank,'  or  I  will  put  this  bayonet 
through  you."  We  remained  at  Richmond  a  few  weeks.  Our 
rations  while  there  were  about  one-half  the  bulk  of  our  army 
rations.  We  were  sent  from  Libby  to  Salisbury,  N.  C;  they 
only  traveled  by  day.  Stopped  the  first  night  out  on  the  Dan- 
ville railroad  at  Clover.  We  were  compelled  to  leave  the  cars  and 
occupy  as  small  a  space  as  possible  upon  the  bank  without  shelter 
of  any  kind  or  blankets.  The  last  of  October,  night  rainy,  and  all 
thinly  clad,  we  suffered  severely  from  cold.  The  next  day  arriv- 
ed at  Danville,  where  we  were  again  taken  from  the  cars  and 
herded  by  the  side  of  the  street,  and  compelled  to  stand  there  for 
several  hours  through  a  drenching  rain.  After  the  rain  ceased,  we 
were  packed  into  tight  box  cars,  fifty  or  sixty  in  a  car.  The  heat 
from  our  bodies  soon  generated  a  steam  from  our  wet  clothing, 
which  filled  the  cars  almost  to  suffocation.  The  officer  in  com- 
mand of  our  guard  seemed  determined  to  render  us  all  as  uncom- 
fortable as  possible.  The  next  day  we  arrived  at  Salisbury,  where 
we  remained  a  few  weeks.  While  there  we  suffered  greatly  for 
the  want  of  food.  Many  thousand  men  were  here  without  suf- 
ficient clothing  to  cover  their  nakedness,  no  blankets,  and  barely 
food  enough  issued  to  them  from  day  to  day  to  keep  them  alive; 
and  nearly  all  without  shelter,  exposed  to  chilling  winds  and 
rains.     Stout,    healthy   soldiers,  by  this  process,  were  reduced  to 
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skeletons  and  the  grave  in  a  short  time.  I  saw  here  Lieutenant 
Davis,  from  one  of  our  New  York  regiments,  murdered;  I  saw  the 
guard  deliberately  raise  his  gun  and  shoot  him  down.  They  had 
what  they  called  a  dead  line  ten  feet  from  the  stockade.  The 
guards  were  mounted  upon  a  platform  upon  the  outside.  Entirely 
outside  the  dead  line  stood  a  large  tree  from  two  to  three  feet  in 
diameter.  The  lieutenant  stood  several  feet  from  the  tree,  at 
least  six  feet  from  the  line.  The  occurrence  created  no  little 
excitement,  hut  we  were  powerless  in  their  hands  and  compelled 
to  submit.  From  Salisbury  we  were  sent  hack  to  Danville,  Va., 
where  Ave  were  put  in  close  quarters.  Here  we  suffered  beyond 
description  on  account  of  cold — naked  as  we  were,  and  almost  all 
without  blankets;  some  had  been  able  to  purcha.se  of  the  guards. 
Our  food  here  was  still  worse  than  at  either  of  the  other  places, 
always  limited  in  quantity,  not  more  than  one-third  the  bulk  of 
our  army  rations;  in  kind,  frequently  unhealthy.  Our  corn-bread 
was  made  of  musty  meal  (ground  cob  with  the  corn),  and  our  soup, 
called  beef  soup,  made  from  refuse  pieces  of  meat,  including  the 
head  without  being  skinned,  and  often  the  entrails  of  the  animal 
were  found  in  our  soup. 

Our  treatment  in  other  respects  were  inhuman,  besides  breaking 
our  constitutions  and  rendering  us  forever  unfit  for  the  arm}7 
again,  if  fortunate  enough  to  fret  north. 

We  were  placed  in  the  second  and  third  stories  of  the  building, 
and  at  night  only  two  persons  could  descend  at  a  time  to  the  privy, 
and  they  must  return  before  others  could  go.  Nearly  all  were 
afflicted  with  incontinence  of  urine,  caused  by  unhealthy  food  and 
inhuman  treatment.  Many  were  compelled  to  go  down  Qvcry 
hour.  The  consequence  was,  from  one  to  two  hundred  would  be 
in  line  at  a  time,  waiting  their  turn  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  nature. 
Our  officer  was  shot  while  pouring  some  water  in  his  canteen  for 
spilling  some  upon  the  window  sill  and  running  down  the  outside 
of  the  house.  This  continued  system  of  treatment  reduced  every 
one  in  flesh  who  survived.  I  consider  myself  a  fair  average  of 
what  their  treatment  accomplished.  I  was  reduced  in  a  few 
months  from  140  lbs.  (my  average  weight)  to  91  lbs.,  from  the 
best  of  health  when  I  was  captured.  I  am  a  specimen  of  poor 
health  and  a  broken  down  constitution.  The  above  is  but  a  faint 
description  of  rebel  barbarities  inflicted  upon  Union  prisoners. 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  A.  HOPPING. 
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The  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 
New  York,  Nov.  Uh,  1867.  \ 

Col.  A.  J.  II.  Duganne,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics  : 

Dear  Sir — I  learned  from  a  recent  number  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  that  you  have  issued  a  circular  calling  upon  soldiers  and 
citizens  generally  to  communicate  to  you  any  information  with 
reference  to  the  treatment  of  Union  prisoners  during  the  war. 

Of  my  own  knowledge  I  know  nothing;  but  I  have  a  friend  who 
was  an  orderly  sergeant  in  the  Eighty-fifth  regiment  of  New  York 
volunteers,  who  was  captured  by  the  rebels  at  Plymouth.  X.  C, 
was  taken  to  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  kept  there  as  a  prisoner 
about  a  year. 

For  the  first  four  or  five  months  of  his  imprisonment  he  was 
confined  within  the  stockade,  and  was  detailed  to  distribute  rations 
to  a  certain  number  of  the  prisoners.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
obtained  permission  to  visit  his  brother,  who  was  dying  from  star- 
vation in  the  hospital  outside  the  stockade.  He  was  then  detailed 
for  duty  as  a  clerk  for  a  rebel  surgeon,  which  position  he  held 
until  the  end  of  his  imprisonment. 

During  his  entire  imprisonment  he  kept  a  daily  journal,  and  his 
diary  contains  many  thrilling  accounts  of  cruelty  practised  upon 
our  soldiers.  While  he  was  in  the  hospital  department,  lie  had 
ready  access  to  all  of  the  records  of  the  prison,  and  when  he  left, 
which  was  near  the  close  of  the  war,  he  brought  away  with  him 
quite  a  quantity  of  the  prison  records. 

His  name  is  Edgar  W.  Irish,  and  P.  O.  address  is  Farina,  111. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Irish  kept  a  daily  journal  while  a  prisoner, 
and  brought  away  with  him  many  of  the  prison  records,  makes 
him  peculiarly  well  tittcd  to  give  information  on  that  subject,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  what,  if  you  request  it,  he  will  cheerfully 
give  you  information  upon  that  subject. 

Respectfully  yours, 

STEPHEN  BABCOCK, 
X.  Y.  List,  for  the  Blind,  3±th-st.  and  9th  av.<  A".  Y.  City. 
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BuilTON  B.  PORTER. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  December  12,  1867. 
A.  J.  II.  Duganne,  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I,  Burton  B.  Porter,  late 
captain  of  Company  G,  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry,  was  taken  pri- 
soner on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  St.  Mary's 
Church.  As  soon  as  I  was  taken  1  was  stripped  of  boots,  hat  and 
money, — in  fact  everything,  and  kept  on  the  skirmish  line  until 
one  of  my  guards  was  killed  and  another  wounded,  then  taken  to 
the  rear,  kept  over  night  with  a  number  of  other  officers  and  men, 
and  started  on  the  march  for  Richmond  barefoot;  the  bottoms  of 
my  feet  blistered  from  toe  to  heel,  the  sun  burning  my  head,  and 
occasionally  pricked  with  a  sabre  to  keep  along.  At  dark  we 
reached  Savage  station,  and  were  allowed  to  lie  on  the ff round  until 
morning,  when  we  were  put  on  board  of  the  cars,  and  reached 
Libby  prison  at  noon  the  second  day  after  wc  were  taken,  not 
having  had  a  single  mouthful  to  eat  since  we  were  taken.  My  case 
was  but  one  out  of  fifty  as  bad.  While  in  Libby  we  got  just 
enough  to  keep  from  starving.  After  five  days  we  were  moved  to 
Lynchburg,  Ya.,  and  from  there  1G00  of  us  were  marched  to  Dan- 
ville, Ya.,  seventy-two  miles,  in  less  than  four  days,  then  crowded 
into  box  cars,  fifty-five  prisoners  in  each,  and  not  allowed  aivv  water 
all  night  long,  though  the  weather  was  exceedingly  hot.  In  this 
way,  with  but  very  little  to  cat,  we  were  taken  to  Macon,  Ga.,  and 
the  enlisted  men  went  to  Andersonviile.  About  the  first  of  August 
we  were  moved,  600  of  us,  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  placed  under 
lire  in  the  city  jail  and  work  house.  Our  rations  were  very  small, 
but  better  than  they  were  at  Macon.  The  yellow  fever  broke  out 
in  our  prisons,  but  only  a  few  died.  The  first  week  in  October  we 
were  moved  to  Columbia  and  marched  into  an  open  field.  About 
1600  of  us  were  here  kept  with  a  strong  guard  about  us,  until,  on 
the  24th  of  November,  myself  and  Lieut.  Meyers,  of  the  Sovent\'- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  escaped,  and  after  eighteen  nights' 
travel  reached  Grahamsville,  S.  C,  near  Broad  river,  having 
traveled  about  200  miles,  and  passed  the  rebel  pickets  for  eight 
nights  in  succession,  and  experienced  many  hair  breadth  escapes, 
besides  being  almost  starved  a  portion  of  the  time.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th  of  December,  we  gave  ourselves  up  to  the  advanced 
outpost  of  the  rebels,  supposing  they  were  our  troops  ;  our  troops 
occupied  the  same  post  the  night  before.    We  were  taken  back  to 
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Charleston,  kept  in  jail  for  three  days  with  scarce  nothing  to  cat, 
and  then  sent  to  Columbia,  S.  C,  again.  The  prisoners  had  been 
moved  into  the  lunatic  asylum  yard.  We  were  kept  there  until 
the  14th  of  February,  with  but  a  small  quantity  of  wood  and  just 
rations  enough  to  keep  soul  and  body  together.  We  did  not  have 
a  single  ration  of  meat  issued  to  us  from  October  to  the  time  Ave 
Avere  moved.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  myself  with  five  others 
made  our  escape  from  the  cars,  and  after  dodging  the  rebel  army 
and  almost  starving  for  seven  days  and  nights,  reached  Sherman's 
army  on  the  morning  of  February  22d,  1865.  W'e  came  to  Fay- 
etteville  with  his  arm}-,  and  thence  to  Washington,  where  I  was 
mustered  out,  having  served  three  years  and  five  months.  I  was 
a  perfect  wreck  of  my  former  self,  and  am  not  well  yet,  and  never 
expect  to  be,  from  my  treatment  in  rebel  prisons.  This  is  but  a 
mere  outline.  My  present  address  is  Baltimore,  Md.,  corner  East- 
ern avenue  and  President  street;  my  age,  thirty -five;  rank  in 
service,  enlisted  as  a  private,  promoted  to  sergeant,  thence  to  lieu- 
tenant, then  to  captain  ;  all  in  the  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry. 
Yours  respectfully, 

BURTON  B.  PORTER. 

Nathan  Lanphear. 

Nile,  November  Uh,  1867. 

Colonel — I  learn  that  information  is  wanted  in  your  department 
in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Union  prisoners  in  the  late  rebellion. 
I  will  give  you  my  experience  as  a  prisoner  for  about  eight  months. 
I  was  commissary-sergeant  of  the  Eighty-fifth  N'ew  York  volun- 
teer regiment,  infantry  ;  was  captured  April  20th,  1865,  at  Ply- 
mouth, N.  C. ;  was  taken  to  Andersonvillc,  Ga.,  where  I  arrived 
about  the  first  of  May,  having  been  crowded  into  box  cars  all  the 
way,  without  any  chance  of  getting  rest.  We  were  marched  from 
the  depot  to  the  stockade,  about  one-half  mile,  by  the  detested 
Captain  Wirz.  He  was  a  very  abusive  man,  threatening  to  put  a 
ball  and  chain  on  every  man  if  they  did  not  stand  up  and  inarch 
in  four  ranks.  He  said  we  were  damned  pretty  soldiers,  and  he 
could  wdiip  a  regiment  of  us  with  a  broomstick,  and  all  this  time 
he  had  his  revolver  in  his  hand  cocked  and  ready  for  action.  We 
were  drove  through  the  gate  of  the  stockade  just  at  dark,  and 
told  to  take  care  of  ourselves.  We  asked  the  sergeant  where  we 
should  go,  as  avc  could  see  nothing  but  a  crowd  of  beings,  not 
looking  human,   black   with  smoke  and  dirt,  and  such  a  stench, 
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enough  to  take  a  man's  breath.  He,  loo,  told  us  to  go  where  we 
damned  pleased,  but  if  we  went  near  the  dead  line  we  would  be 
shot.  Where  the  said  line  was  we  knew  not,  so  we  lay  down 
on  the  ground  near  the  gate,  and  this  motley  crowd  came  around 
us  begging  for  something  to  eat,  but  we  had  nothing  to  give.  Thus 
passed  my  first  night  in  a  rebel  prison.  I  remained  there  until 
the  11th  of  September,  and  during  that  time  I  saw  more  buffering, 
misery,  degradation,  death,  starvation,  etc.,  than  I  ever  supposed 
it  was  possible  for  human  beings  to  endure.  We  got  a  small 
ration  of  coarse  corn  meal,  and  a  small  piece  of  bacon  at  first  ; 
but  this  was  soon  reduced  smaller  as  the  number  of  prisoners 
increased.  Frequently  days  without  anything  at  all.  I  never 
was  furnished  anything  to  cook  my  meal  in,  or  anything  to  pro- 
tect myself  in  any  way  from  the  elements,  and  I  never  knew  of 
any  that  were  furnished  anything  to  help  themselves  with.  Some 
eat  their  meal  raw.  others  mixed  it  up  with  stuff  called  water  and 
eat  it,  some  managed  to  get  wood  and  bake  it.  Under  this  treat- 
ment men  soon  became  diseased,  and  for  want  of  proper  food  died 
by  thousands.  After  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  about  this 
place,  the  facts  are  yet  a  secret — language  cannot  express  them. 
The  rules  of  the  prison  were  very  tyrannical  and  unjust;  men  were 
shot  down  in  cold  blood,  perfectly  innocent  of  any  crime,  by  the 
carelessness  of  the  guards  shooting  at  men  near  the  deadline,  but 
killing  men  a  number  of  rods  away.  A  man's  life  was  not  safe  in 
any  place  within  that  stockade,  aside  from  starvation  and  disease. 
On  the  11th  of  September  I  was  sent  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and 
placed  on  the  old  race  course  ground  under  guard  and  kept  about 
one  month.  The  ladies  of  the  city  were  disposed  to  give  us  some- 
thing in  the  line  of  clothing  and  provisions,  being  ashamed  of  our 
condition,  I  suppose.  But  the  officers  soon  stopped  them,  and 
would  not  allow  them  to  do  any  thing  for  us.  1  will  give  one 
day's  rations  that  we  received  here,  it  being  more  of  a  variety 
than  common,  but  the  quantity  about  the  usual  amount,  to  wit  : 
one-quarter  pound  of  bacon,  one-half  pint  of  meal,  one  gill  of  flour, 
two  spoonfuls  of  molasses,  two  spoonfuls  of  vinegar,  one  gill  of  rice. 
one  spoonful  of  lard,  one  spoonful  of  salt,  all  raw  and  no  wood 
to  cook  it  with  ;  but  we  managed  to  find  sticks  enough  to  make 
small  fires,  and,  by  great  economy,  to  cook  it  so  that  we  could 
devour  it.  We  had  the  best  quality  of  rations  here  of  any  place 
I  was,  in  the  confederacy  ;  but  our  camp  was  -a  low,  flat  piece  of 
ground,  and  in  wet  weather  was  completely  submerged  by  water, 
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so  that  a  man  could  not  lay  down  without  laying  in  water,  and  to 
stand  up  was  impossible  in  our  weak  state  long  at  a  time.  On 
the  6th  of  October  1  was  sent  to  Florence,  S.  C.  about  100  miles 
north  of  Charleston,  and  placed  in  a  stockade.  The  commander 
was  Colonel  Iverson,  and  the  stoekade  manager  was  a  lieutenant 
by  the  name  of  Barrett,  and  the  most  overbearing  and  abusive 
man  I  ever  saw;  he  could  not  say  or  do  anything  bad  enough  for 
the  Yankees.  At  one  time,  about  the  first  of  November,  he  allowed 
us  to  e;o  out  at  the  <xate  to  get  some  wood  that  was  outside  near 
by  under  guard.  He  stood  on  the  top  of  the  frame  over  the  gate,  and 
had  his  revolver  in  his  hand,  and  said  if  we  went  out  faster  than 
one  at  a  time  he  would  shoot  us.  There  was  a  large  crowd  waiting 
for  their  turn,  and  they  got  crowded  up  towards  the  gate  some- 
what, and  he  commenced  shooting  at  the  crowd,  one  ball  coming 
very  near  me,  striking  the  ground  in  front  and  throwing  mud  in 
my  face,  but  no  one  was  killed  at  that  time,  I  believe.  But  I  have 
known  at  that  place  poor,  weak  and  sick  men  to  be  shot  down 
dead  by  the  guard,  because  they  came  near  the  dead  line.  Our 
rations  here  were  the  smallest  of  any  place  I  was  wdiilc  a  prisoner. 
It  was  reduced  down  to  one-half  pint  of  meal  per  day  and  nothing 
else,  and  frequently  not  anything,  at  one  time  three  da}~s  in  suc- 
cession, I  believe.  There  was,  about  the  first  of  November,  cloth- 
ing come  there  from  our  government,  and  those  that  wrere  entirely 
destitute  got  one  garment  each,  but  those  that  had  anything  to 
cover  their  nakedness  could  not  get  any  thing.  It  was  getting 
cold  weather,  and  I  was  weak,  but  not  very  much  diseased,  but  I 
thought  I  could  not  stand  it  on  such  fare  through  the  winter  ;  and 
as  I  learned  that  they  wanted  carpenters  to  go  outside  to  work 
about  two  miles  away,  at  the  village  of  Florence,  I  offered  my 
services  and  was  received,  with  the  promise  of  better  rations  and 
clothing.  Accordingly  I  went  out  and  took  the  oath  not  to  run 
away,  etc.  But  they  told  me  I  could  not  have  any  blanket  or 
clothes  until  our  government  should  send  some  more,  as  there 
was  none  on  hand.  This  wTas  at  the  headquarters  of  Col.  Iverson, 
and  around  the  room  that  he  was  in  was  a  row  of  beds  for  the 
officials,  and  on  every  one  of  them  wTas  a  U.  S.  blanket,  but  none 
for  a  destitute  Union  soldier. 

This  is  but  a  little  of  my  experience,  but  if  it  will  be  any  benefit 
I  will  give  it  freely  and  more.,  My  residence  is  at  Nile,  Allegany 
county,  New  York.     I  am  42  y ears  old, 

Yours,  NATHAN  LANPHEAK. 
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J.  M.  Wilson. 

Shortsville,  Feb.  15th,  18G8. 
Col.  A.  J.  H.  Duganne  : 

Dear  Sir — As  I  picked  up  an  Albany  paper  to-day,  I  saw  the 
word  Andersonville.  The  word  looked  so  familiar,  I  stopped  to 
peruse  the  paragraph,  and  on  reading  it,  I  saw  a  request  to  those 
who  had  been  prisoners,  to  send  in  their  names,  and  a  statement 
of  their  treatment,  &c.  My  name  is  J.  M.  Wilson,  formerly  of 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Sixth  regiment,  N.  Y.  S. 
V.  Enlisted  July  28th,  1862.  First  our  whole  regiment,  with 
others,  were  captured  under  the  traitor  Miles  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
September  15th,  1862;  exchanged  December  4th,  1862;  was  at  the 
battle  of  Bristow  Station,  October  14th,  1863,  and  was  wounded 
three  times  in  that  engagement,  once  in  left  hand,  and  twice  in 
right  limb,  in  the  knee,  by  a  ball,  and  in  the  calf  of  the  same  leg 
by  buckshot;  was  captured  and  taken  to  Richmond,  Avhere  all  the 
prisoners,  including  myself,  were  searched.  I  secreted  twenty- 
dollars  in  my  cap,  and  hid  my  watch  in  a  loaf  of  bread,  said  loaf 
costing  me  a  dollar  in  silver.  This  was  on  the  ground  floor  of 
Libby;  Ave  were  removed  from  there  to  Scott's  building,  and 
thence  to  Belle  Isle,  where  we  had  some  hard  fare.  We  had 
two  and  a  half  inches  square  of  corn  bread,  hard  enough  to  knock  a 
beef  down,  with  six  pails  of  bean  soup — or  rather  one  quart  of 
beans  and  fill  the  pails  up  with  James  river  water — for  100  men's 
rations  per  day.  I  saw  upwards  of  forty  men  frozen  to  death 
during  the  winter,  on  account  of  being  robbed  of  their  clothing 
and  being  without  tents;  saw  four  men  shot  by  guards  for  getting 
too  near  the  breastworks  which  surrounded  the  prison.  Left 
Belle  Isle  Feb.  22d,  1864;  put  in  a  rude  building  one  day  and  night, 
and  then  sent  to  Andersonville,  Ga.;  arrived  at  the  latter  March  1st ; 
found  900  prisoners  here;  live  men  shot  while  trying  to  escape  on 
the  way;  prisoners  coming  in  all  the  time  until  I  left,  which  was 
the  8th  of  September ;  the  mortality  was  upwards  of  fifty,  as  near 
as  I  could  ascertain;  was  over  30,000  prisoners  there  some  of  the 
time;  counted  178  bodies,  July  29th,  at  dead  house;  saw  six  pris- 
oners hung,  July  11th:  one  was  Fairchilds,  from  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
)'  I  think  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  New  York.  Started 
for  Savannah,  Ga.,  September  8th,  and  arrived  there  on  the  9th; 
was  used  rather  better  here  than  at  Andersonville.  Left  Savan- 
nah October  12th  and  arrived  at  Camp  Lawton,  near  Milieu,  in  the 
evening;   fared  very  well  here  as  long  as  we  were  well,  but  had 
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no  medical  care  when  sick.  About  1,700  prisoners  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  enlisted  as  Johnnies,  out  of  this  prison.  During 
our  stay,  November  8th,  we  were  furnished  ballots  and  voted;  A. 
Lincoln  got  934  majority.  November  14th  and  15th  we  got  no 
rations;  16th  got  half  bushel  sweet  potatoes  to  the  100  men: 
November  21st  left  Lawton  for  Blockshirc,  Ga.;  was  five  days 
without  rations,  then  got  one  pint  of  shelled  corn;  I  bought  two 
chickens,  and  paid  $20  in  Confederate  money  for  them;  Novem- 
ber 26th,  paroled  for  Florence,  S.  C;  got  to  Florence  29th  of 
November;  30th,  Lieut.  Barrett  shot  in  amongst  the  boys,  and 
killed  one  and  wounded  two  more.  December  10th  and  12th, 
some  seventeen  or  eighteen  prisoners  sick;  froze  to  death.  Feb- 
ruary 15th,  left  Florence  for  Wilmington,  N.  C;  got  there  the 
17th;  19th,  went  to  Goldsboro7;  20th,  come  back  to  Wilmington; 
escaped  and  was  captured  again,  and  shackled  and  handcuffed: 
taken  back  to  Goldsboro;  27th,  was  paroled;  28th,  came  on  cars 
to  Wilmington;  March  4th,  got  on  board  propeller  California; 
laid  inland  until  the  8th,  got  to  Annapolis  the  10th;  got  clothing, 
commutation  for  rations  and  received  furlough  on  the  17th,  but 
was  five  days  getting  home,  on  account  of  the  freshet;  was  charged 
$9  in  the  city  of  Albany,  at  Farmers'  House,  for  four  meals  and 
two  night's  lodging.  I  was  confined  in  ten  prisons  south,  and 
escaped  twice,  but  was  captured  both  times;  the  last  time  I  was 
ironed,   for  doing  what  I  supposed  was  a  prisoner's   privilege. 

The  prison  keepers'  names,  that  I  can  remember,  are  as  follows: 
Keeper  of  buildings  in  Richmond,  Lieut.  Roos;  Belle  Isle,  inside, 
Sergeant  Marks;  Andersonville,  Captain  Wirz;  Savannah,  Lieu- 
tenant Davis,  afterwards  hung  as  a  spy;  Lawton,  Captain  Suth- 
erland; Blackshire,  Captain  Sperry;  Florence,  Lieutenant  Barrett. 

I  was  discharged  at  Elmira,  May  30,  1865,  but  did  not  get  my 
three  months'  extra  pay  for  being  a  prisoner.  The  War  Depart- 
ment says  I  am  not  entitled  to  it.  My  claim  has  been  pending 
over  twenty  months  for  $100  additional  bounty,  and  I  don't  know 
but  what  they  will  cheat  me  out  of  that  yet.  Major  C.  A.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Canandaigua,  is  my  attorney.  Now  if  you  can  help  me 
in  any  way,  if  you  have  any  authority  to  do  so,  I  wish  you 
would  please  do  so,  and  oblige, 

Your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  M.  WILSON. 

SlIQKTSVILLE,  ONTARIO  Co.,  N.  Y. 

N.  B.  I  could  write  ten   sheets  of  foolscap  and  not  inform  you 
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of  all  that  transpired  under  my.  own  observation;  but  I  think  I 
have  written  enough  at  present.  It  you  want  any  more  informa- 
tion, I  will  write  again,  on  receipt  of  a  letter  from  you.  Please 
direct  as  above.  , 

Lee  S.  B reese. 

Catox,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8th,  1SG8. 

Colonel  A.  J.  H.  Duganne,  • 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics,  Albany,  JST.  Y.: 

Colonel — I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  con- 
sideration, a  few  facts  concerning  the  capture  and  death  of  Niles 
I).  Breese,  a  member  of  Company  H.,  Third  regiment  New  York 
cavalry. 

Was  enlisted  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1864,  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  in  Captain  Wilson's  Company,  H,  Third  regiment  New 
York  Cavalry.  Was  captured  while  lighting  with  Sheridan  in 
front  of  Richmond,  October  7th  or  8th,  1864,  and  died  from 
exposure  and  want  of  food,  December  31st,  1864,  at  Salisbury, 
North  Carolina. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Frank  Griswold,  a  member  of  the 
Third  Cavalry,  who  was  confined  in  the  same  prison  with  Niles, 
and  was  acquainted  with  him,  and  a  witness  to  his  death,  th^t  "  he 
died  of  starvation  and  exposure." 

Mr.  Griswold's  address  was,  when  he  wrote  us  concerning  the 
death  of  N.  D.  Breese  (my  brother),  Middleport,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
New  York  Central  Railroad. 

Mr.  Griswold  tells  us  that  "  he  died  like  others,  insensible  of 
his  real  condition,"  reduced  so  low  that  he  was  rendered  incapable 
of  comprehending  his  real  stituation. 

I  should  be  glad  to  submit  any  information  concerning  the 
young  "martyr  to  his  country  "  at  any  time. 

Many  who  were  captured  with  him,  and  were  offered  "liberty," 
by  joining  the  confederate  army,  did  so;  but  Niles  refused,  with 
others,  saying  "let  us  die  for  our  country,  brothers,  if  die  we 
must,  but  never  lift  an  arm  against  her/'  He  was  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  age  when  he  enlisted — a  noble  boy,  weighing  165  lbs. — 
large  of  his  age,  but  not  strong  enough  to  endure  confederate 
barbarity. 

1  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Twenty-third  regiment.  N.  Y. 
Vols.,  serving  about  fifteen  months,  and  discharged  by  reason  of 
surgeon's  certificate  of  disability. 
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If  you  will  communicate  with   me   in   regard  to  the   kind  of 
information  that  you  desire,  I  shall  he  most  happy  to  comply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel, 

Most  respectfully,  <fec.,  yours, 

LEE  S.  BREESE. 

George  IT.  Casler. 

Camillus,  Nov.  8th,  1868. 
Col.  A.  J.  II.  Duoanxe  : 

Dear  Sir — I  noticed  your  circular  in  the  Tribune,  asking  for 
information  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  Union  soldiers  in  south- 
ern prisons.  I  would  say  that  I  was  formerly  a  member  of  Com- 
pany II,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 
My  name  is  Geo.  H.  Casler;  age  at  the  time  of  enlistment  twenty- 
one  years;  by  occupation  a  farmer.  Held  the  rank  of  a  sergeant 
in  the  army  ;  received  a  commission  as  lieutenant,  but  did  not 
muster  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  return  to  duty  until  near 
the  close  of  the  war.  Was  captured  the  6th  day  of  May,  1864, 
in  the  wilderness  ;  was  confined  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  until 
September  15th;  then  taken  to  Florence,  S.  C;  finally  paroled. 
on  or  abom  the  26th  day  of  February,  1865. 

Our  treatment  at  Andersonville  was  very  bad — scanty  rations,, 
hot  weather  and  a  swampy  camp,  with  no  medical  attendance,, 
made  the  ravages  of  scurvy,  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  terrible- 
Men  were  shot  without  cause  or  provocation.  I  was  witness  to 
the  shooting  of  two  men  on  June  21st,  1864;  one  shot  through, 
the  hip  and  another  through  the  head.  They  were  running,  along 
near  the  dead  line,  on  their  way  back  from  getting  some  water. 
When  they  were  wounded,  they  did  not  touch  the  dead  line  at 
any  time.  I  was  just  behind  them  in  the  same  path,  June  22d  ; 
saw  another  man  just  after  he  was  shot,  heard  the  report  of  a  gun, 
saw  the  man  wounded  in  the  hip  so  that  he  could  not  live,  saw 
several  others  after  they  were  shot,  but  did  not  witness  the  shoot- 
ing. Sometimes  we  suffered  very  much  with  hunger.  A  sanitary 
cup  full  of  cooked  rice,  bitter  with  pitch,  often  made  our  rations 
for  twenty-four  hours;  a  pint  of  meal  was  our  usual  rations. 

When  we  left  Andersonville,  we  received  a  piece  of  corn  bread 
about  four  inches  square,  and  a  piece  of  bacon,  to  last  us  until  we 
arrived  somewhere,  which  proved  to  be  Florence,.  S.  C,  four 
days  and  nights  on  the  road.  When  we  arrived  at  Florence,  we 
were  most  starved  to  death.     They  promised  us  something  to  eat, 


29G 


Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the 


but  it  came  in  so  small  quantities  as  to  not  appease  our  hunger  at 
all.  Tried  to  escape,  but  escape  was  impossible — could  not  run 
or  walk  fast  to  save  my  life.  Cold  weather  came  on  soon,  and 
then  we  suffered  for  want  of  something  to  keep  us  warm.  Cloth-" 
in«"  was  sent  us,  we  knew  by  our  guards  appearing  in  new  Yankee 
hats  and  caps;  we  received  a  few  shirts,  drawers  and  stockings  as 
our  share.  Express  boxes  came  with  nothing  in  them,  showing  the 
brutality  of  our  keepers.  Saw  a  man  shot  one  day  during  the 
winter,  and  the  sentry  would  not  allow  any  one  to  approach  the 
man  to  help  him.  When  the  guard  shot  a  man,  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it.  Col.  Iverson  was  commandant  of  the  post,  and  he 
deserves  hamrin^  as  much  as  Wirz  ever  did.  Heard  him  remark 
in  a  sneering  manner  as  some  sick  men  were  passing  by,  "They 
want  a  little  beef-tea,"  &c.  Men  were  frozen  to  death,  while 
others  had  their  limbs  frozen,  the  flesh  all  dropped  off  up  to  their 
knees — a  horrid  sight  to  behold.  Any  quantity  of  wood  near  by, 
but  they  would  not  let  us  get  it.  Men  were  taken  outside  and 
tied  up  by  the  thumbs,  to  make  them  give  up  their  greenbacks, 
aud  many  other  things  equally  brutal.  As  this  is  all  I  have  time 
to  write,  I  will  close.  Yours  truly. 

GEO.  H.  CASLER. 


James  R.  Langham.. 

Auburn,  N.  Y.,  November  Hh,  1867. 
Dear  Sir — In  answer  to  your  advertisement,  I  would  say  my 
son,  John  C.  Langham,  enlisted  in  the  Third  New  York  Vet- 
eran Artillery,  Battery  I.  Enrolled  29th  September,  1862,  as 
private;  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Kinston,  X.  C,  on  the 
8th  of  March,  18G5,  and  was  marched  to  Libby  prison,  Richmond, 
where  his  rations  was  one  pint  of  meal  per  day.  Arrived  in 
Richmond  on  the  23d  of  March,  1865.  Was  in  prison  a  few  days, 
and  fed  three  ounces  of  bread  and  the  same  of  rotten  ham,  dug 
out  of  the  ground  after  being  buried  a  spell  to  make  it  palatable, 
he  says;  but,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  poor  boy  was  paroled  and 
sent  to  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  Md.,  by  reason  ot  general  orders, 
and  was  discharged  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1864.  He  was  in 
his  fifteenth  year  when  he  enlisted.  He  was  a  driver,  and  had 
two  horses  shot  from  under  him.  They  took  all  his  clothes  off, 
and  he  marched  into  Richmond  with  nothing  on  but  shirt  and 
pants.     He  said   it  was  an  awful  sight  to  see  the  poor  soldiers  in 
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prison,  almost  starved   to  death.     He   thought  he  was  one  of  the 
lucky  ones,  and  I  think  so  too. 

JAMES  R  LANGHAM. 

P.  S. — He  has  gone  sperm   whaling  now  to  the  Indian   ocean, 
and   so  I  answered   the  advertisement  for  him,  knowing  the  cir- 
\ ,  cumstances.  J.  R.  L. 

v 

William  Johnson. 

/  .  - 

A.  J.  PL  Dug anne,  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau  : 

William  Johnson,  Montgomery,  O.  Co. — I  am  thirty-four  years 
of  age  ;  was  private  in  Co.  II.,  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  ; 
belonged  to  Sheridan's  army  ;  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  19th  of  October  1864  ;  was  taken  from 
there  to  Richmond  by  the  provost  guard  of  Early's  army  ;  was 
robbed  on  the  way  of  overcoats  and  blankets,  and  anything 
valuable  we  had.  If  a  man  hud  a  pair  of  boots  on  the  rebel 
officers  ordered  them  taken  off,  and  took  them  or  gave  them  to 
one  of  their  soldiers;  this  I  have  seen  them  do  in  the  streets  of 
Richmond  j  so  many  of  us  as  were  left  barefooted  were  turned  into 
the  Libby  prison ;  they  took  any  money,  watches,  knapsacks, 
haversacks  and  canteens  ;  anything  we  had  secreted  the  prison 
authorities  took  from  us.  We  got  about  one-third  of  a  ration  of 
corn  bread  and  black  pea  soup  daily.  About  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber we  were  taken  out  and  crowded  into  box  cars,  so  we  could 
not  sit  down  ;  several  of  our  men  died  on  the  way  ;  we  were  sent 
to  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

There  were  about  nine  thousand  men  in  the  prison  ;  all  the 
clothes  we  had  was  one  shirt,  one  pair  of  pants,  and  a  blouse  and 
a  piece  of  shelter  tent,  then  we  begun  to  feel  the  horrors  of  that 
place  ;  we  got  no  tents  ;  there  never  was  one  tent  to  the  hundred 
men  ;  we  got  railroad  spikes  and  dug  holes  in  the  ground  ;  there 
Ave  lived  all  winter;  the  bare  ground  to  lie  on,  no  blankets  to 
cover  us  ;  when  we  got  chilled  on  one  side  we  had  to  turn  over 
on  the  other,  and  so  freezing  by  night  and  starving  by  day,  we 
spent  miserable  weeks  and  months  too  horrible  to  tell,  in  a  civi- 
lized country  ;  the  mud  was  three  to  five  inches  deep  :  hundreds 
of  us  were  barefooted  ;  our  rations  were  one  pint  of  corn  meal,  or 
that  amount  baked  in  bread,  and  one  half  pint  of  rice  water; 
seldom  ever  got'  any  meat  ;  had  to  drink  muddy,  filthy  water 
*  out  of  holes  due  in  the  yard.     We  had  to  tear   our  shirts  or  some 
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other  clothing  into  strings,  to  draw  the  water  out  some  thirty 
feet,  although  there  was  a  large  stream  of  water  running  past  the 
stockade.  I  have  gone  seventy  hours  without  anything  to  rat, 
then  got  one  pint  of  corn  meal.  In  January  and  February,  1865, 
once  every  week,  we  would  not  get  anything  for  forty-eight  hours 
to  eat,  then  the  rebel  officers  would  come  in  when  they  thought 
we  were  starved  out,  and  ask  us  to  enlist  in  the  rebel  service,  but, 
to  the  honor  of  our  men,  death  was  preferred  to  such  dishonor. 
Then  I  have  seen  the  officers  on  the  stockade  order  the  guard  to 
shoot  amonir  us  to  gratify  their  fiendish  hate,  then  laugh  and  say 
"I  reckon  I  killed  a  Yank  that  time."  There  was  no  medicine, 
nor  more  than  two  doctors.  Men  ^ot  sick,  lav  on  the  ground,  and 
died  ;  would  be  thrown  on  a  mule  wagon,  about  twenty  at  once, 
taken  out  and  dumped  in  a  hole  ;  as  it  was  easy  carting  twenty  of 
■them,  they  were  reduced  to  skeletons.  We  were  paroled  on 
the  second  of  March,  1865. 

About  one-half  of  all  of  the  men  died  in  four  months.  This  is 
a  port  of  my  prison  experience  among  the  rebels;  none  but  those 
who  suilcred  can  realize  the  horrible  suffering  of  Union  soldiers 
in  the  winter  of  1861  and  18G5.  I  am  prepared  to  testify  to  all 
that  is  here  written. 

Address  WILLIAM  JOHNSOX. 

Montgomery,  Okange  County,  New  Yoiuc. 

Jonas  II.  Kochek. 

Hamlin,  Xov  ember  10i7it  1867. 
Col  on  el  Dug  ann  e  : 

Dear  Sir — In  accordance  with  your  order,  I write  you,  and.  will 
try  and  give  you  as  correct  a  statement  as  I  can. 

I  was  a  sharpshooter  in  the  Fifth  corps.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
at  the  time  of  my  capture.  It  was  on  the  19th  day  August,  18G4, 
at  the  capture  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  by  General  Warren.  I 
furnished  my  own  gun,  and  when  taken,  threw  it  under  a  brush 
heap;  it  was  a  telescope  rifle,  They  took  us  to  Petersburg,  and 
kept  us  all  night  on  a  small  island  in  the  river.  The  next  morn- 
ing wo  were  examined,  and  all  our  tents,  rubber  blankets  and 
extra  clothing  taken  from  us — canteens,  knapsacks  and  everything 
that  would  have  been  of  service  to  us.  Then  we  were  shipped  by 
rail  to  Richmond,  and  put  into  an  old  tobacco  warehouse  opposite 
Libby.  Here  we  were  stripped  of  our  clothing  and  again  searched, 
and  all  our  money  taken  from  us  with  the  promise  that  it  should 
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be  paid  back  when  exchanged,  but  we  never  saw  it  again.  After 
the  third  day  of  our  stay  in  Richmond,  we  got  some  rations  in  the 
shape  of  a  little  bacon  and  corn  bread.  Sunday,  August  21st,  we 
were  sent  to  Belle  Island.  Here,  I  will  mention,  my  bunkmate  was 
taken  with  me,  and  shared  all  my  hardships.  On  Belle  Island  we 
sometimes  had  wheat,  but  mostly  corn  bread,  about  one-fourth  the 
rations  in  our  own  lines,  with  a  little  stinking  bacon.  Every 
morning  we  were  marched  out  and  counted  back  one  by  one; 
there  were  about  2,000  of  us  at  that  time.  It  was  a  common  thing 
for  somebody  to  get  shot  by  the  guard  every  day  we  were  there, 
although  the  deaths  were  few,  for  the  men  had  not  got  reduced 
by  short  rations  yet.  Three  weeks  we  were  there  without  any 
shclter  whatever.  Then  we  got  some  old  tents  issued  to  us,  and 
on  the  fifth  day  of  October  we  were  marched  out  and  sent  by  rail 
to  Salisbury,  where  we  saw  hard  times.  Here  we  lay  six  long  weeks 
without  any  shelter  and  with  a  small  allowance  of  wood,  and  we 
had  some  very  cold  nights  of  it.  We  were  10,000  strong  when 
we  went  there,  but  death  soon  thinned  our  ranks.  At  last  we 
got  one  Sibley  tent  to  every  one  hundred  men,  and  into  these  we 
crowded  and  shivered.  By-and-by  we  got  more  tents.  Then 
we  had  a  gang  of  men  out  after  wood;  they  had  to  go  thirty  miles 
by  rail  after  it,  and  by  drawing  one  load  for  the  engine  house,  we 
had  the  rest  for  our  camp.  Then  each  hundred  men  were  allowed 
what  four  of  us  weak  men  could  bring  in  at  once  for  one  day, 
which  was  a  very  small  allowance.  On  the  25th  of  November  we 
tried  to  break  out,  but  failed  by  being  in  too  much  of  a  hurry;  we 
lost  sixteen  killed  and  fifty  wounded,  which  all  but  three  or  four 
died  before  we  left.  Our  camp  was  one  complete  mud-hole  of 
mire  and  filth.  The  men  became  like  so  many  dumb  brutes,  they 
were  so  badly  demoralized  by  hunger.  At  that  time  we  had  had 
no  rations  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  got  none  that  night.  Then 
commenced  the  scene  of  death  in  our  midst;  from  ten  to  twenty  at 
first,  but,  as  the  winter  advanced,  the  number  increased  to  sixty 
or  seventy,  until  the  22d  day  of  February,  when  we  were  less  than 
5,000  strong,  the  rest  having  died.  A  very  few  escaped,  and 
among  those  wsa  Richardson,  of  the  Tribune  correspondents,  and 
Davis,  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette.  We  left  on  the  22 d  of  February 
for  Richmond  by  rail,  and  was  three  days  in  going;  we  lost  some 
twenty  men  in  that  time  from  our  train.  After  we  got  to  Rich- 
mond we  were  sent  to  the  old  tobacco  house  again,  and  there  kept 
for  three  weeks  more,  where  we  lost  many  more  of  our  men,  and 
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I  have  seen  them  lay  around  in  the  dead  house  until  the  rats  would 
eat  their  faces  all  off*.  From  there  we  were  sent  down  the  James 
river  to  our  lines,  and  on  our  passage  to  Annapolis,  out  of  1,500 
we  lost  twenty-four  men.  I  arrived  home  in  March,  weighing 
124  lbs.,  and  when  captured  weighed  185  lbs. 

I  was  a  private  of  the  First  battalion,  New  York  State  Sharp- 
shooters, and  Sixth  company.  I  am  twenty-eight  years  old,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  JONAS  H.  KOCHER. 

My  present  post  office  address  is, 

Clarkson,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y. 

William  Huntley, 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  20,  18  G  7. 

A.  J.  H.    DUGANNE  : 

Dear  Sir — As  you  are  filing  a  record  of  the  brave  men  of  this 
State,  who  left  their  homes  to  tight  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  the 
freedom  of  those  held  in  bondage,  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
republican  form  of  government  and  the  "  Star  Spangled  Banner," 
I  send  you  a  short  account  of  one  of  our  brave  and  trite  Jieroes,  who 
deserves  to  be  classed  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 

In  May,  1801,  William  Huntley,  a  printer  and  engineer,  born 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  a  nephew  of  the  late  Mrs.  Lydia  II. 
Sigourney,  enlisted  in  the  Twentieth  regiment,  Ulster  Guard,  Col. 
Pratt,  at  Kingston.  N.  Y.,  and  went  to  work  in  the  surrounding 
towns  of  the  county  and  raited  seven  hundred  men  for  that  regi- 
ment;  but  a  part  of  them  were  placed  in  another  regiment.  On 
a  bright  Sunday  morning  in  May,  they  left  the  village  for  New 
York,  where  the  men  were  examined,  and  Mr.  Huntley,  not  being 
able  to  pass  the  examination  of  the  physicians,  was  thrown  out  ; 
but  Col.  Pratt  told  him  he  might  go,  and  when  the  regiment 
arrived  in  Washington  his  services  were  accepted,  and  he  remained 
in  the  army  acting  as  a  scout  till  February  14,  1863,  without  one 
cent  of  pay,  when  he  was  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  navy  on 
temporary  service.  Previous  to  this  appointment  he  had  been 
promoted  to  the  grade  or  rank  of  major,  and  had  been  twice 
taken  prisoner,  and  live  times  wounded,  slightly.  After  he 
entered  the  navy  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and 
was  conveyed  to  Richmond,  where  he  managed  to  escape,  and 
gave  some  most  important  information  to  our  officers  and  the  govern- 
ment, and  then  again  in  March  18G5,  he  was  taken  prisoner  on  the 
James  river  and  came  near  being  hung,  (as  he  was  suspected  of 
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being  a  spy),  the  rebels  who  captured  him  having  put  a  rope 
around  his  neck  for  the  purpose  of  hanging  him,  when  he  by  a 
sudden  spring  seized  a  revolver  from  a  rebel  officer  and  dashed  off 
at  full  speed,  shooting  several  of  the  rascals  as  he  ran,  who  stood 
in  his  way.  He  served  two  years  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  Gen. 
Scott  said  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Sigourncy  that  he  (Scott)  found  Mr. 
Huntley  one  of  his  "  bravest  and  most  trusty  men.11  Gen.  Wads- 
worth  said  there  was  "  no  soldier  like  him  in  the  field"  Col. 
Pratt  wrote  home  that  "Mr.  Huntley  was  the  most  reliable  man 
in  the  Twentieth  regiment,"  and  many  other  officers  have  also 
testified  to  his  bravery  and  daring  deeds.  He  is  now  about  thirty- 
eight  years  old  or  more.  lie  has  suffered  many  hardships  and 
i|  privations  since  he  was  discharged  on  October  28th,  1865.     lie 

has  a  wife,  and  last  winter,  in  New  York  city,  they  suffered  for 
the  most  common  necessaries  of  life,  while  he  lay  sick  with  lung 
disease.     On  the  first  of  May  last,  they  came  to  reside  in  this  city, 

!  where  he  has  had  work  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  ;   but  he 

is  now  out  of  employment,  and  is  running  in  debt  for  groceries, 
etc.  They  are  very  deserving  people  and  worthy  of  assistance, 
and  only  require  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated. 

Hoping  that  you  will  make  a  record  of  this  brave  man's  service 
in  your  military  record,  I  remain  yours  respectfully, 

LOUIS  ACTON,  AssL- Adj. -General 

Martin  Parker. 
Fultox,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  JStov.  20,  1867. 
My  name  is  Martin  Parker,  twenty-two  years  old  December 
22d  next;  farmer;  private  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Cavalry, 
Company  E.  My  post  office  address  is  Fulton,  Oswego  county, 
N.  Y.  I  was  taken  prisoner  June  2d,  1864,  at  Coal  Harbor;  taken 
from  thence  to  Richmond,  and  sent  to  Libby  prison.  I  remained 
there  two  weeks.  My  rations  were  a  piece  of  corn  bread  two 
inches  square  and  three  long,  one  tablespoonful  of  boiled  beans,  a 
piece  of  pork  two  inches  square  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
thick;  the  beans  were  sour.  The  above  was  my  allowance  each 
twenty-four  hours.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks  I  was  taken  to 
Andersonville.  On  arriving  at  Andersouville  all  of  our  clothing 
was  taken  from  us,  excepting  our  pants,  shirt  and  cap.  We  had 
no  shelter;  were  exposed  by  night  and  day  to  the  storm  and  sun- 
shine. It  rained  incessantly  the  first  twenty-two  days  I  was  there. 
Our  rations  were  about  the  same  as  in  Libby;  sometimes  instead 
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of  pork  we  had  beef;  sometimes  molasses.  Our  rations  for  twenty- 
four  hours  were  not  enough  for  one  meal.  Our  water  was  obtained 
from  the  stream  that  ran  through  the  stockade;  it  was  as  filthy 
as  it  could  be;  all  the  refuse  of  the  cook-house  were  thrown  into 
it.  I  was  there  when  the  prisoners  hung  six  of  their  number  for 
robbery.  J  think  I  remained  at  Andersonvillc  about  three  months, 
but  I  was  so  demented  by  starvation  that  I  cannot  tell  exactly 
how  long.  From  Anderionville  I  was  taken  to  Savannah.  Our 
treatment  at  Savannah  was  some  better.  My  appetite  was  so 
poor  that  I  could  not  eat  my  rations;  so  I  would  trade  two  days 
rations  for  a  loaf  of  wheat  bread,  suflicient  for  one  meal  I  think 
I  stayed  at  Savannah  about  four  weeks;  then  I  went  to  Milieu, 
Ga.  Our  treatment  about  the  same  as  at  Andersonvillc,  we  were 
kept  in  a  stockade.  The  water  was  better  than  at  Andersonvillc. 
I  remained  there  until  the  19th  of  November,  when  I  was  paroled 
and  sent  to  Savannah,  and  thence  to  Annapolis.  I  should  have 
been  perfectly  destitute  of  clothing  had  I  not  stripped  one  of  our 
soldiers  that  died  of  his  sufferings.  My  starvation  produced  a 
chronic  diarrhoea  that  still  follows  me. 

Your  humble  servant, 

MARTIN  PARKER. 

Hamilton  N.  Hewitt. 

Age,  twenty-nine  years  the  20th  day  of  last  February.  Occu- 
pation, iron  moulder.  Rank,  corporal,  D  Company,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-fifth  regiment,  New  York  State  Volunteers.  Taken 
prisoner,  October  14th,  1863,  at  Auburn,  Va.  Released,  April 
20th,  1865,  at  Baulden,  Fla. 

I  was  taken  prisoner  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the 
skirmish  line,  by  Stewart's  Cavalry.  They  charged  on  the  right 
of  our  line,  and  took  myself  and  one  more  Yank.  After  taking  us 
they  run  us  about  three  miles  through  the  fields  up  the  same  road, 
and  there  halted  long  enough  for  a  few  of  them  to  see  my  watch 
and  capture  that.  Then  they  started  again  double  quick  for  I 
should  say  nearly  two  miles  farther,  and  halted  again;  this  time 
they  went  through  me  for  my  money,  found  it  and  took  it,  about 
fifty-two  dollars.  1  supposed  then  they  had  got  through  with  me, 
but  we  find  it  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  be  mistaken,  they 
drove  us  on  about  a  mile  farther  and  halted  us  about  twenty  or. 
thirty  rods  from.  Gen.  Stewart's  headquarters.  Here  they  took 
my  boots  and  another  young  fellow's  that  belonged  to  a  cavalry 
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regiment  from  Good  Hope,  Fayette  county,  Ohio.  His  name  is 
Jacob  A.  Harper.  We  fust  made  some  noise  about  giving  them 
up,  and  the  officer  in  command  hearing  it,  road  up  and  inquired 
what  was  the  matter.  We  told  him,  and  he  said  they  should  not  take 
them  as  long  as  he  had  charge  of  us.  The  sergeant  that  was  with 
them  said  it  was  orders  from  Gen.  Stewart.  He  said  he  would  see 
Gen.  Stewart  then,  and  took  three  Yanks  with  him  to  see  how  it 
was.  He  asked  Gen.  Stewart  if  their  soldiers  was  agoing  to  be 
allowed  to  take  the  clothing  of  the  prisoners.  He  said  lie  gave 
them  orders  to  take  any  thing  we  had  that  they  wanted,  and  if 
they  could  not  get  it  an}r  other  way  to  shoot  us  and  take  it  away 
from  us.  They  got  our  boots.  They  gave  me  an  old  pair  of 
shoes,  and  Harper  an  old  boot  and  shoe  with  the  heels  out  of  both. 
Then  we  was  drove  on  to  Warrenton  and  there  put  in  jail  ; 
was  two  days  there  without  rations  ;  then  they  gave  us  one 
cracker  and  a-half  a  piece  ;  we  was  there  I  think  three  or  four 
days  ;  we  then  started  for  Culpepper  Court  House  ;  before  we 
started  they  gave  us  three  crackers  a  piece  ;  this  was  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  that  night  we  got  one  ear  of  hard  corn  a  piece  ;  this  was  our 
supper  ;  there  was  about  five  hundred  of  us  then  together  ;  in  the 
morning  we  got  a  half  pound  of  raw  beet*  without  salt  or  anything 
to  eat  with  it,  and  started  on  again  for  Culpepper  ;  there  we  was 
put  in  a  church,  and  was  crowded  so  that  we  could  not  lay  down. 
About  nine  o'clock  that  night  we  got  about  a-half  pound  of  bacon 
and  live  crackers  each.  The  next  day  I  think  it  was  we  started 
for  the  Rapidan  station;  got  there  that  night,  drawed  rations 
about  ten  o'clock,  left  for  Richmond  at  one,  and  did  not  get  any 
more  rations  until  the  next  day  after  we  got  there.  We  was  put 
in  I  think  what  was  called  Scott's  prison.  By  this  time  Yankee 
rations  had  about  run  out  of  us,  and  we  were  getting  very  hungry, 
and  rations  there  looked  very  slim.  Wc  were  in  this  prison  three 
or  four  days,  and  then  they  took  us  over  on  Belle  Island,  where  I 
think  there  was  about  as  much  suffering,  considering  the  number, 
as  there  was  in  any  prison  south.  What  I  saw  there  and  in  other 
prisons  during  the  time  I  was  a  prisoner  (eighteen  months  and 
fourteen  days),  would  take  me  a  month,  and  write  every  evening 
in  the  week.  I  will  say  I  work  for  my  living  and  do  not  have  a 
great  deal  of  spare  time.  I  will  name  the  different  prisons  I  was 
in  :  was  taken  1-lth  October,  1863  :  was  in  three  of  the  different 
prisons  in  Richmond  and  on  Belle  Island,  and  in  the  hospital,  until 
along  in  February,  18G4  ;   then  we  left  for  Andersonville  ;   arrived 


1 

304  -4  NNUA  L  R  EP  0  R  T  OF  THE 

there  the  1st  day  of  March,  1864,  and   got   in  our  lines   on   the 
20th  day  of  April,  1865. 

I  saw  your  notice  and  send  you  this. 

Yours,  &c,  » 

HAMILTON  N.  HEWITT. 
YYaterford,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 

R.  McCl/EKMONT. 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Star  Co.,  Texas,  Dec.  1th,  1867. 
Colonel  A.  J.  H.  Duganne: 

Sir — My  attention  was  attracted  towards  an  advertisement  in  a 
newspaper  (name  forgotten)  lately,  in  which  you  request  all  or 
any  late  New  York  soldiers,  who  may  have  been  prisoners  during 
the  late  rebellion,  to  send  you  an  account  of  their  captivity.  In 
compliance  with  this  request,  I  make  the  following  statement: 

I  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  quartermaster- 
sergeant,  Company  B,  Eleventh  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1861,  in  New  York  city.  In  March,  1864, 
the  Eleventh  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  left  Alexandria,  Ya., 
for  New  Orleans,  La.  In  September,  same  year,  we  moved  to  ^ 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  From  thence  we  often  went  on  scouting  and 
raiding  parties  into  Mississippi.  On  one  of  the  many  raids,  I  was 
captured  near  the  Louisiana  line.  On  the  14th  of  November, 
1861,  was  taken  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  kept  there  in  a  stockade 
prison.  At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks,  I  was  brought  to  Baton 
Rouge,  along  with  twenty  others,  for  speeial  exchange,  which 
could  not  be  effected  at  the  time;  but  we  were  paroled  and  sent 
to  New  Orleans.  I  was  exchanged  for  an  officer  of  my  rank, 
second  lieutenant,  in  Mobile,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1865.  During 
my  imprisonment  in  Mississippi,  I  was  treated  much  better  than  I 
expected  to  be.  I  drew  my  rations  regularly,  which  consisted  of 
a  certain  amount  of  corn  meal  and  fresh  beef — the  precise  allow- 
ance I  do  not  remember — and  one  ounce  of  salt  and  one  ounce  of 
tobacco  daily,  drawing  a  week's  rations  at  a  time.  I  can  also  state 
with  pleasure,  that  in  many  ways  I  was  treated  very  kindly.  Citi- 
zens visited  the  prison  and  made  us  presents  of  pickles  and  such 
other  edibles  as  were  allowed  to  the  confederate  prisoners;  there 
were  some  such  there.  The  guard  frequently  shared,  or  offered 
to  share  their  nick-nacks  of  eatables  with  me.  I  was  even  offered 
money  on  three  or  four  different  occasions.     And  such  of  us  as  had 
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I  money  were  permitted   to  go  into  the   town  and  purchase  such 

things  as  we  liked,  always  having  a  guard  with  us  at  the  time.  It 
is  possible  that  the  very  kind  treatment  I  received  as  a  prisoner, 
may  be  owing  to  the  met,  that  on  my  being  captured  I  had  a 
Master  Mason's  and  Knight  Templar's  diplomas  with  me,  which 
were  taken  from  me  on  entering  the  prison,  and  returned  to 
me  on  leaving,  along  with  my  watch  and  money,  &c.  I  am  happy 
to  state  that  during  the  short  time  I  was  a  prisoner  of  war,  I 
experienced  none  of  those  sufferings  or  cruelties  so  many  others  of 
my  unfortunate  countrymen  suffered  elsewhere.  If  this  slight 
record  can  be  of  any  use  to  you,  well;  if  not,  throw  it  aside. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obd't  serv't, 
§  E.  McCLERMONT, 

Captain  ComWg  Co.  A,  Forty -first  liegH,  U.  S.  Inf. 

J.  P.  Spoffohd. 
Brockett's  Bridge,  X.  Y.,  Nov,  4//*,  1867. 
Colonel  A.  J.  II.  Duganne  : 

Sir — At  3*our  request  I  send  the  following  statement :  I  was 
taken  prisoner  on  the  first  day  of  Juty,  1863,  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  I  was  then  lieut.-colonel  of  the  Ninety-seventh  New 
York  volunteers,  Second  brigade,  Second  Division,  First  army 
corps;  was  taken  to  Richmond;  entered  "  Libby  "July  18th;  I 
escaped  through  the  "  Tunnel, "  got  28  miles  from  Richmond,  and 
was  captured  near  New  Kent  C.  IL;  was  taken  back  and  confined 
in  a  dungeon  six  days  on  bread  and  water.  In  May  following  I 
was  sent  south  to  Macon,  Ga.;  stayed  there  until  about  the  10th  of 
June;  was  then  (as  one  of  the  fifty  officers  to  be  placed  under  fire 
by  order  of  the  rebel  government)  sent  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
placed  under  the  fire  of  our  own  guns,  and  remained  there  until 
the  3d  of  August,  when  we  were  exchanged. 

I  suppose  the  above  is  about  the  amount  of  information  you 
want  of  me.  My  experiences  during  the  thirteen  months  I  was  a 
prisoner,  were  very  varied,  and  if  properly  written  out  might  bo 
interesting  to  some,  but  I  have  not  the  faculty  of  doing  it  as  it 
should  be,  therefore  it  has  not  been  done. 

Any  information  I  can  give  you,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't, 

J.  P.  SPOFFOED, 
Late  Col  97th  A7.  Y.  V.y  and  Brvt  Brig.  Gen. 

[Assem.  No.  118.]  20 
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The  following  lines  were  .composed  by  Thomas  J.  Hyatt,  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  : 

Will  you  Leave  us  Here  to  Die. 

When  our  country  called  for  men,  wo  came  from  forge,  and  store  and  mill, 

From  workshops,  farm  and  factory,  the  broken  ranks  to  fill; 

"We  left  our  quiet,  happy  homes,  and  dear  ones  we  loved  so  well, 

To  vanquish  all  the  Union  foes,  or  fall  where  others  fell. 

Now  in  prison  drear  we  languish,  and  it  is  our  constant  cry: 

0 !  ye  who  yet  can  save  us,  will  you  leave  us  here  to  die  ? 

The  voice  of  slander  tells  you,  that  our  hearts  were  weak  with  fear, 

That  all,  or  nearly  all  of  us,  were  captured  in  tho  rear. 

The  scars,  upon  our  bodies,  from  musket  balls  and  shell, 

Tho  missing  logs  and  shattered  arms,  a  truer  tale  will  tell. 

We  have  tried  to  do  our  duty,  in  the  sight  of  God  on  high, 

0!  ye  who  yet  can  save  us,  will  you  leave  us  hero  to  die? 

There  are  hearts  with  hope  still  beating,  in  our  pleasant  northern  homes, 
Waiting,  watching,  for  the  footsteps  that  may  never,  never  come; 
In  southern  prisons  pining,  meager,  tattered,  pale  and  gaunt, 
Growing  weaker,  weaker  daily,  from  pinching  cold  and  want; 
Their  brothers,  sons  and  husbands,  poor,  hopeless  captives  lie, 
0!  ye  who  yet  can  save  us,  will  you  leave  Ud  here  to  die  ? 

From  out  our  prison  gate,  there's  a  graveyard  near  at  hand, 

Where  lie  twelve  thousand  Union  men  beneath  the  Georgia  sand ;  « 

Scores  on  scores  are  laid  beside  them,  as  day  succeeds  to  day, 
And  thus  it  will  be  ever,  'till  they  all  shall  pass  away, 
And  the  last  can  say,  when  dying,  with  upturned  and  gazing  eye  : 
Both  love  and  faith  are  dead  at  home — they  have  left  us  here  to  die ! 
Prison-  Hospital,  Camp  Simtek, 

ASDF.RSQN'VILLE,  GeOUGIA. 
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JOHN  JAMES  PECK. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Services  of  Major- General  John 
James;  Peck,  United  States  Volunteers. 

By  Hon.  James  M.  W'oolworth,  of  Omaha  City,  Nebraska,  for  the  Bureau  of  Military 

Statistics. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Manilas,  in  Onondaga 
county,  and  State  of  New  York,  January  4th,  1821.  His  father 
and  mother,  John  W.  and  Phcbe  Peek,  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  those  parts.  The  father  valued  high  education  the 
more,  because  he  felt  the  want  of  it  himself;  and  caused  his  son 
to  be  fitted  for  the  Sophomore  class  in  college.  A  vaeancy^pecur- 
red  at  this  time  in  the  West  Point  Academy,  and  the  Hon.  William 
Taylor,  as  the  representative  in  Congress  from  the  Onondaga  dis- 
trict, was  entitled  to  fill  it.  He  nominated  to  the  place,  John 
James  Peck.  Peck  entered  the  academy  in  1839,  and  graduated 
in  1843.  This  class  at  its  graduation,  contained  only  thirty-nine 
members.  It  has  furnished,  from  this  small  number,  more  general 
officers  to  the  armies,  North  and  South,  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion, than  any  other  class  graduated  at  the  academy.  Among 
them  may  be  mentioned,  Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant,  Major  Generals 
W.  B.  Franklin,  C.  C.  Augur,  F.  Steele,  J.  J.  Peck,  Rufus  Ingalls, 
C.  S.  Hamilton,  J.  J.  Reynolds;  P>rig.  Generals  IT.  N.  Judah,  J. 
F.  Quimby. 

At  his  graduation.  Peck  ranked  eighth  in  his  class.  Previously 
he  had  ranked  higher,  but  on  account  of  an  absence  from  illness, 
of  some  months  in  his  second  year,  he  fell  behind  some  of  his 
more  fortunate  classmates.  At  his  graduation,  he  was  appointed 
brevet  second  lieutenant  in  the  Second  regiment  of  United  States 
Artillery.  During  the  encampment;  he  served  as  assistant  instruc- 
tor of  tactics.     He  was  then  stationed  in  New  York  harbor.     His 
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duties  employing  but  a  small  portion  of  his  time,  lie  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  the  law,  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  II.  P.  and  A. 
Allen,  in  the  city.  lie  occupied  his  time  in  this  manner  until 
1845,  when  our  difficulties  with  Mexico,  assumed  a  warlike 
aspect. 

His  company  was  ordered  to  the  scat  of  difficulties;  but  his 
commander,  Col.  Bankhead,  thinking  there  would  not  be  any 
important  service  in  Mexico,  gave  him  his  option  of  remaining 
upon  a  leave  of  absence  which  he  already  had,  or  of  joining  his 
command.  He  preferred  not  to  forego  the  possibility  of  active 
service,  surrendered  his  leave,  and  followed  his  command.  He 
was  attached  to  Duncan's  battery,  and  accompanied  it  to  General 
Taylor's  arm}'  at  Corpus  Christi,  where  he  arrived  in  August, 
1845.  He  was  in  this  army  in  its  movement  across  the  country 
to  the  Itio  Grande,  participating  with  his  company  in  all  the 
operations.  He  was  in  the  severe  engagements  of  Palo  Alto  and 
Pesaea  de  la  Palma.  Duncan,  who  gave  the  name  to  the  renowned 
battery  to  which  Peck  was  attached,  says  in  his  report  to  General 
Taylor:  "It  affords  me  the  liveliest  gratification  and  pleasure,  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  coolness,  gallantry  and  judgment  with  which 
the  officers  associated  with  me,  First  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Poland,  Sec^ 
ond  Lieutenants  W.  Hays  and  J.  J.  Peck,  discharged  their  respec- 
tive duties  on  both  these  glorious  days  ;  the  steadiness  and  bravery 
of  my  men  is  beyond  all  praise  ;  their  work  was  done  in  the  presence 
of  the  whole  army,  and  they  may  with  pride  appeal  to  their  com- 
rades as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed."  This  gallant 
officer,  afterwards  Inspector-General,  writing  to  Mr.  Peck  from 
Matamoras,  uuder  date  June  10th,  1846,  says  :  "  It  shall  always 
be  my  pride,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  acknowledge  that  I  am  deeply 
indebted  to  your  cheerful  and  active  co-operation,  for  the  impor- 
tant part  our  little  battery  was  enabled  to  sustain,  in  the  recent 
battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma."  General  Belknap, 
at  that  time  lieut. -colonel  commanding  the  First  brigade,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Peck  written  from  the  same  place,  on  the  25th  of  May, 
1841),  says  :  ,{  It  affords  me  great  pleasure,  to  bear  willing  and 
cheerful  testimony  to  your  gallant  bearing  and  valuable  services, 
in  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma.  Being  fre- 
quently sent  to  me  by  your  gallant  commander  Captain  Duncan,  to 
communicate  information,  and  receive  orders,  your  conduct  under 
circumstances  of  great    exposure,  came    particularly  within    my 
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observation,  in  addition  to  the  stcad\r  and  effective  service  with 
the  guns  of  the  battery  to  which  you  were  attached." 

He  was  promoted  second  lieutenant,  April  lfi,  1846.  On  the 
27th  of  July  in  that  year,  General  Taylor,  commended  him  to  the 
President,  for  brevet  distinction  in  these  two  battles. 

He  was  now  promoted  to  the  company  of  Captain  C.  F.  Smith, 
(late  Maj.-Gen.  U.  S.  A.),  and  moved  under  General  Worth  to 
Monterey.  He  was  in  the  engagement  with  the  Guanahuato  cavalry 
at  daylight  on  the  20th  of  September,  at  Monterey.  He  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  storming  of  Federation  hill ;  and  when  our  troops 
had  secured  the  hill,  he  used  the  artillery  abandoned  by  the  enemy, 
with  great  eilect  upon  the  Palace  and  Independence  hill.  Gen. 
Child's  report  says  :  "  This  command,  aided  by  the  Texan  Rangers, 
commenced  their  ascent  under  a  heavy  fire  from  escopets  and 
musketry,  covering  the  side  of  the  mountains,  and  a  nine-pounder 
stationed  upon  the  crest;  apparently  disregarding  the  incessant 
fire,  the  troops  passed  gallantly  up  the  steep  ascent,  driving  the 
enemy  from  their  position  ;  and  a  field  battery  some  distance  down 
the  ridge  of  the  mountain  was  assaulted  soon  after,  in  connection 
with  troops  sent  to  reinforce  Captain  Smith,  and  was  carried  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  cannon  found  in  it  turned  $pon 
the  Palace  with  great  effect.  It  is  due  to  the  officers  of  the  above 
named  company,  that  their  names  should  be  recorded  in  this 
report ;  they  were  Lieutenants  Hill,  Peck,  Thomas,  and  Edwards." 
When  the  Palace  was  stormed,  the  Mexicans  crippled  such  of 
their  valuable  artillery  as  could  not  be  removed.  Some  was 
thrown  by  them  down  the  side  of  the  mountain.  Peck  succeeded  in 
repairing  an  cighteen-pounder,  and  a  thirty-two  pound  howitzer, 
and  in  getting  them  into  the  works  ;  and  joined  in  the  destructive 
fire  upon  the  city.  General  Worth  says  in  his  report  that  "to  the 
justness  of  the  commendations  of  Peck's  chief,  he  has  the  pleasure 
to  add  his  personal  observations."  He  was  attached  to  the  staff 
of  the  general  as  ordnance  officer  while  at  Monterey.  He  accom- 
panied Generals  Taylor  and  Worth  to  Saltillo  ;  and  on  the  advance 
was  appointed  acting  engineer  on  the  latter's  staff.  lie  superin- 
tended the  work  of  fortifying  the  city,  until  late  in  January.  He 
constructed  the  redoubt  on  the  heights.  It  was  our  heavy  artillery 
in  this  redoubt,  which  effectually  repulsed  the  attack  made  by 
the  Mexicans  on  General  IVyior's  rear,  at  Buena  Vista,  and  caused 
.the  delay  fatal  to  the  enemy,  which  saved  our  army.  Here  ho 
was  ordered  to  report  to  General   Scott,  which  he  did   at  Bnizos 
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on  lie  accompanied  the  commanding  general  on  head- 

quarters ship,  Massachusetts,  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  participated  in 
the  siege  of  that  place.  He  was  promoted  first  lieutenant,  March 
3,  1847. 

He  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  the  affair 
of  Amazoque,  near  Peubla,  between  General  Worth  and  Santa 
Anna.  He  received  the  brevet  of  captain,  for  gallantry  at  Con- 
treras  and  Cherubusco.  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  (spoken  of  above,  and 
distinguished  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  at  Fort  Donelson),  thus 
speaks  of  him  in  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Cherubusco  :  "  Captain 
Eeeve  and  Lieutenant  Peck,  although  very  weak  from  many  days 
indisposition,  struggled  manfully  forward,  almost  in  a  state  of 
exhaustion.  After  the  fatiguing  service  of  the  morning,  the  rapid 
advance  of  the  battalion,  under  a  severe  fire  of  grape  and  musketry, 
entitled  the  officers  and  men  to  the  highest  praise.  The  return  of 
the  casualties  already  rendered,  shows  that  very  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  number  who  went  into  action,  were  put  out  of  condition,  and 
thus  justifies  my  language." 

The  part  he  took  in  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Key,  will  be  seen 
in  the  following  extracts  : 

From  General  Scott's  report  : 

"  For  the  decisive  and  brilliant  results,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  immortal  commander,  Major  General  Worth  ; 
in  whose  commendations  of  the  gallant  officers  and  men — dead 
and  living — I  heartily  concur,  having  witnessed,  with  but  little 
interference,  their  noble  devotion  to  fame  and  to  the  country." 

From  General  Worth's  report : 

11  It  will  be  seen  that  subordinate  commanders  speak  in  warmest 
terms  of  the  conduct  of  their  officers  and  men,  to  which  I  bejr 
leave  to  add  mv  cordial  testimony.  There  can  be  no  higher  exhi- 
bition  of  courage,  constancy  and  devotion  to  duty  and  to  country. 

"Commending  the  gallant  dead,  the  wounded,  and  the  few 
unscathed,  to  the  respectful  memory  of  their  countrymen,  and  the 
rewards  due  to  valor  and  conduct,  I,  present  the  names  of  those 
especially  noticed  by  subordinate  commanders,  uniting  in  all  they 
have  said,  and  extending  the  same  to  those  not  named,  viz.: 
Cavalry  *  *  *  Light  battalion,  Captain  lleevcs,  Eighth  Infan- 
try ;  Lieutenants  Peck,  Second  Artillery,  and  Dent,  Fifth  Infan- 
try." 
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From  General  Garland's  report : 
"A  portion  of  the  brigade  moved  towards  a  strong  work  to  the 
left,  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  from  it  and  closely 
pursued  them  across  the  Held,  Lieutenant  Peck,  Light  battalion, 
being  opportunely  at  hand,  took  charge  of  the  captured  guns,  and 
rendered  good  service  at  several  points." 

From  Col.  Hugen,  to  General  Scott  : 
"I  found  on  the  ground,  two  six-pounders  without  limbers,  one 
of  which  had  been  used  against  the  enemy  by  Lieutenant  Peck,  of 
the  Second  Artillery." 

From  Col.  Bel  ton's  report  : 

"The  enemy  was  there  in  considerable  force  on  the  roads,  with 
an  eightecn-pounder,  rallied  with  the  determination  to  regain  their 
position.  Captain  Dunn,  Fourth  Artillery,  with  two  six-pounders 
was  ordered  b}T  me  to  this  point,  and  after  a  decisive  and  sharp 
fire,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Peck,  Second  Artillery,  with  a  six- 
pounder  of  the  enemy  turned  on  them  as  soon  as  possible, 
cleared  the  road  and  left  the  eightcen-pounder  in  our  hands. 

"I  beg  to  notice  with  commendation,  the  activity  and  gallantry 
of  *  *  *  *  and  the  vigor,  skill,  and  gallantry  of  Captain 
Dunn,  and  Lieutenant  Porter,  Fourth  Artillery,  with  the  section 
of  six-pounders,  and  of  Lieutenant  Peck,  Second  Artillery,  with 
the  six-pounder  captured  from  the  enemy." 

From  Major  Ripley's  "  War  with  Mexico,"  2  vol.,  pp.  377,8  : 
"  But  a  strong  Mexican  force,  having  been  rallied  by  General 
Pena  Y.  Banagan,  advanced  along  the  road,  north  of  the  inclosure 
of  Clmpultepec,  with  the  apparent  determination  of  re-taking 
Molino  del  Hey.  With  this  column  was  an  eightecn-pounder; 
but  before  it  opened.  Lieut.  Col.  Bclton,  the  senior  officer  near 
the  angle,  ordered  up  Dunn's  guns,  and  a  captured  six-pounder, 
served  by  Lieutenant  Peck  and  men  of  the  light  battalion.  These 
three  pieces  opened  so  rapid  and  well  directed  a  fire,  that  the 
Mexican  column  gave  way  before  it.  leaving  the  eightecn-pounder." 

From  Col.  Reeve's  report  : 
"When  the  battalion  was  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  line,  Lieutenant  Peek's  company,  K,  Second  Artillery, 
with  some  few  other  men,  took  shelter  under  a.  low  bank,  and  was 
immediately  engaged.  At  this  point  the  whole  battalion  was 
exposed  to  a  most  destructive  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  defenses 
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in  front,  and  from  the  tops  of  .houses  guarding  his  left.  *  *  • 
Just  at  this  time  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  made  an 
advance  upon  the  position  occupied  by  Lieutenant  Peck's  com- 
pany (which  had  in  the  meantime  been  joined  by  a  large  party 
of  other  men),  but  it  was  promptly  met  and  repulsed  hy  him, 
aided  by  the  fire  from  Captain  Dunn's  battery,  and  by  musketry 
from  the  position  of  the  captured  battery. 

11  Lieutenant  Peck  with  his  company,  immediately  manned  one 
of  the  captured  guns,  and  advanced  with  it  to  a  position  occupied 
by  the  First  brigade,  with  which  he  served  during  the  remainder 
of  the  action,  the  severest  portion  of  which  was  terminated  by  the 
capture  of  the  enemy's  battery.  The  battalion  was  the  first  in 
taking  possession  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  was  very  active  and 
immediately  instrumental  in  taking  and  securing  most  of  the 
prisoners,  and  captured  the  first  one  (an  officer)  taken  during  the 
action. 

"It  is  a  highly  pleasing  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  dis- 
tinguished bravery  and  activity  of  every  officer  in  the  battalion, 
all  leading  and  urging  their  men  forward,  under  a  fire  which  ren- 
dered success  almost  hopeless.  *  .  *  *  *  One  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  men  and  six  officers,  entered  the  charge,  of  which 
more  than  one-third  were  killed  and  wounded." 

From  Captain  Dunn's  report : 

tl My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Captain  Reeves  and  Lieutenant 
Marchant,  Eighth  Infantry,  Brevet  Captain  Nichols,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Anderson  and  Peck,  Second  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Thorn, 
Third  Dragoons,  and  Lieutenant  Shields,  Third  Artillery,  for  their 
assistance  whilst  working  my  guns  'by  hand  to  front;'  (this  is  a 
movement  where  the  guns  are  handled  by  the  men,  the  horses 
being  disabled  or  unmanageable).  These  officers,  seeing  my  men 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  seized  hold  of  my  guns,  and  performed 
the  duties  of  cannoniers." 

The  rank  of  major  was  conferred  upon  him  "for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  battle  of  El  Molino  del  Key." 

He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chapultepec,  at  the  causeway 
of  San  Cosine,  at  the  gate  of  San  Cosine,  and  the  city  of  Mexico. 
In  the  entry  into  the  city,  his  company  carried  the  flag  of  tha  old 
Second  Artillery,  which  was  struck  by' a  twelve-pound  shot  and 
lesser  missiles.  In  that  stern  march  of  General  Worth,  through 
the  city,  when  the  populace  and  noblesse  rose  on  our  troops,  his 
company  led  the  way. 
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The  esteem  in  which  Major  Peck  was  held  by  his  illustrious 
commander,  is  expressed  in  the  following  letter  : 

"City  of  Mexico,  Dec.  Silt,  1847. 
11  My  Dear  Sir — I  have  desired   my  young  and  gallant  friend, 
Lieutenant  Peck,  to  hand  you  this  :  and  I  beg  to  commend  him 
to  your  consideration  and  kind  attention. 

"  You  will  find  the  name  and  services  of  this  officer  in  an  official 
account  of  every  battle  save  one,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
war,  to  the  conquest  of  the  basin,*  as  the  associate  of  Duncan  or 
Smith.     He  is  of  our  State  and  worthy  of  it. 

44  Very  truly,  yours 
"(Signed.)  W.J.WORTH. 

44  To  Erastus  Corning,   Esq.,  John  Van  Buren,  Esq.,  E.  Citos- 
well,  Esq.,  James  Stevenson,  P^sq.,  Albany,  N.  Y.*' 


On  his  return  to  his  native  home,  acknowledged,  by  the  eminent 
commanders  under  whom  he  served  and  by  his  country,  to  be  one 
of  the  heroes  of  that  war,  he  was  tendered,  by  those  who  had 
watched  his  career  with  pride,  a  public  dinner,  and  presented  with 
a  very  beautiful  sword,  on  which  was  the  following  inscription : 

44  Presented  to  Major  J.  J.  Peck,  by  the  citizens  of  Maulius,*as 
a  testimonial  of  respect  for  his  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in 
the  battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Pesaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  Vera 
Cruz,  Cerro  Gordo,  Contrcras,  Cherubusco,  Molino  del  Key, 
Chapultepec,  Causeway  and  Gate  of  San  Cosine,  and  City  of 
Mexico." 
1  In   1849  and   1850,  he  served  in  New  Mexico  and  the  Indian 

Territory.  On  the  30th  of  August,  18-19,  he  was  engaged  with 
the  Navajocs  at  Tuncc  Chez,  in  Upper  California.  In  1850  he  was 
tendered  a  professorship  in  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  a 
position  which  he  declined,  and  which  was  afterwards  filled  by 
the  renowned  rebel,  Gen.  Jackson.  In  this  year,  he  married  Miss 
Phobic  II.  Loomis,  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

In  1853,  his  health  having  been  impaired  by  his  service  in 
Mexico,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army,  and  settled  at 
Svracuse.  lie  organized  the  Burnet  Bank  at  this  city,  and  con- 
tinned  its  manager  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war. 

In  1854  and  1855,  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  enterprise 
of  building  a  railroad  from  Syracuse  to  New  York,  via  Newburgh, 

*  The  "  basin  "  is  a  familiar  name  for  the  city  of  .Mexico. 
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in  Orange  county.  His  speeches  and  pamphlets  on  this  subject 
-were  extensive]}'  circulated  and  quoted.  Hamilton  College  con- 
ferred the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  on  Maj.  Pock  in  1855.  In 
politics  Maj.  Peck,  during  his  residence  at  Syracuse,  bus  been  a 
democrat  of  the  school  known  as  Hunker.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Cincinnati  Convention  in  185G  and  of  the  Charleston  and 
Baltimore  Conventions  in  18G0.  He  was  at  the  last  named  conven- 
tions a  supporter  of  the  claims  of  Judge  Douglass.  In  185G  he 
was  the  democratic  nominee  in  his  district  for  Member  of  Congress. 

In  1858,  1859,  1860  and  1861  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Syracuse,  and  three  years  as  its  president. 

As  soon  as  the  present  war  of  the  rebellion  broke  out,  he  ten- 
dered his  services  to  the  President  in  any  capacity  in  which  he 
could  serve  the  country.  He  was  very  active  in  calling  and  pre- 
paring for  a  great  union  meeting,  which  was,  at  this  juncture,  held 
at  Syracuse.  At  this  meeting  he  was  received  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens with  marks  of  distinguished  regard.  The  announcement 
that  he  had  tendered  his  services  to  the  President  created  the 
greatest  enthusiasm.  Many  influential  citizens,  irrespective  of 
party,  urged  him  to  consent  to  efforts  on  their  part,  to  secure  him 
a  general  commission  ;  but  he  declined  engaging  in  any  movement 
which  bore  a  personal  rather  than  a  patriotic  aspect.  A  project 
was  formed  for  raising,  equipping  and  officering  thirty  thousand 
troops,  by  the  State  authorities,  and  tendering  them  to 
the  government.  This  body  was  to  be  divided  into  four  divisions, 
the  major  generals,  two  democrats  and  two  republicans  to  be 
appointed  by  Governor  Morgan.  Two  divisions  were  raised  and 
Generals  Dix  and  Wadsworth  were  appointed  to  their  command. 
The  third,  designed  for  Major  Peck  was  being  raised,  when, 
Generals  Dix  and  Wadsworth  having  reported  to  the  government, 
objections  were  found  to  exist  against  their  State  commissions,  and 
the  organization  was  therefore  abandoned.  Meanwhile  the  name 
of  Major  Peck  was  pressed  upon  the  President  by  Secretary 
Seward,  Governor  Morgan,  Senator  Harris  and  other  gentleman, 
for  a  position  suitable  to  his  services  and  ability.  Mr.  Lincoln 
requested  the  congressional  delegation  from  New  York  to  present 
him  a  list  of  the  names  of  proper  persons,  for  commissions  as 
brigadier-generals.  More  than  eighty  names  were  before  the 
delegation.  They  selected  thirty  from  the  number,  and  arranged 
them  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  preferred  by  them.     Peck's 


name  was  at   the  head  of  the  list.     It  was  prescn; 
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request  tkat  the  nominees  should  be  appointed  in  their  order  on 
the  paper.  But  this  request  was  not  regarded  ;  and  the  rule  of 
the  army  obtained,  that  if  two  were  commissioned  to  the  same 
office  on  the  same  day,  they  should  take  rank  according  to  their 
previous  rank.  Peck's  was  major  in  the  regular  army.  Many  on 
the  list  had  been  colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  volunteer 
regiments  just  raised;  and  under  the  operation  of  this  rule  they 
went  above  him,  although  their  term  of  service  had  been  very  brief. 
On  the  9th  of  August,  1-861,  he  was  appointed  a  brigadier- 
general,  and  was  directed  to  await  orders  at  Syracuse.  Washing- 
ton being  menaced,  he  reported  immediately  to  the  President  and 
General  Scott.  His  reception  by  that  father  of  American  officers 
was  most  flattering.  He  was  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade, 
composed  of  the  following  regiments:  Fifty-fifth  and  Sixty-second 
New  York,  and  Ninety-third,  Ninety-eighth  and  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Pennsylvania,  and  Sixth  New  Jersey.  He  commanded  the 
district  extending  from  Washington  to  Great  Falls,  a  distance  of 
about  fourteen  miles,  with  headquarters  at  Tenallytown.  This 
district  embraced  the  following  foils:  Pennsylvania,  Gaines,  De 
Hussy,  Alexander,  Franklin  and  Eiplcy,  and  batteries  Martin, 
Scott,  Vermont  and  Cameron.  He  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
drilling,  disciplining  and  organizing  his  brigade.  General  McDowell 
applied  for  it,  to  complete  the  organization  of  his  model  division. 
Its  sanitary  condition  was  in  the  most  satisfactory  state.  It  was 
confessedly  one  of  the  finest  brigades  in  the  Armvof  the  Potomac. 
In  the  final  organization  of  that  army,  he  was  assigned  to  General 
Buell's,  afterwards  Couch's  division,  of  General  Keyes'  (the  Fourth) 
corps.  He  and  his  command  moved  with  the  army  into  Virginia, 
and  participated  in  the  operations  around  Manassas.  He  also  went 
with  the  army  to  the  Peninsula.  In  the  march  up  the  Peninsula, 
General  Keyes*  corps  formed  the  James  river  column.  The  march 
was  commenced  on  the  3d  of  April  by  the  James  river  road.  On 
the  4th,  the  division  was  ordered  on  to  Half-way  House,  and  unex- 
B  pectedly  encountered  the  enemy  at  Lee's  Mills,    where  the  road 

from  Newport  News  to  Williamsburg  crosses  the  Warwick.  In 
these  marches  the  column  was  retarded  by  very  heavy  rains,  which 
rendered  the  road  almost  impassable. 

During  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  Peck  commanded  several 
miles  of  defenses,  extending  along  from  the  Warwick  to  the 
James.  He  here  constructed  batteries  Ira  Harris,  Couch,  Keyes, 
Peck  and  others,  and   slashed    a    large    amount    of  timber.     By 
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invitation  he  made  a  rcconnoissanee  of  the  left  and  center  with 
General  McClcllan.  Afterwards  he  made  a  similar  one  with  Gen- 
eral Sumner. 

Peck's  march  on  Williamsburg  was  along  the  James,  by  the 
Lee's  Mills  road.  A  march  commenced  at  3  P.  m.  on  the  4th  of 
May,  in  a  few  hours  brought  him  to  Lee's  Mills,  which  was  a 
strong  and  skillfully  fortified  position.  Torpedoes,  concealed  in 
the  roads,  exploded  as  the  column  marched  over  them.  He  rested 
some  miles  beyond  this  point  for  the  night.  A  heavy  rain  fell 
during  the  night.  At  daylight  the  next  da}T,  before  the  commis- 
sary stores  had  arrived,  the  march  was  renewed;  and  the  men 
toiled  laboriously  through  the  deep  mud.  About  three  miles  from 
Williamsburg  he  overtook  Gen.  Casey's  division,  which  was  rest- 
ing, and  passed  it.  The  noise  of  the  conflict,  far  in  advance, 
became  now  distinctly  heard,  and  reanimated  the  weary,  exhausted 
command.  The  brigade  was  ur^ed  forward  with  irreat  eagerness. 
About  noon,  Peck  met  General  Heintzelman,  who  mentioned  that 
Hooker,  who  commanded  our  center  and  left,  was  severely  pressed. 
The  command  was  urged  "on  with  all  possible  speed.  On  reach- 
ins;  the  wood  in  which  our  forces  were  mainly  engaged,  he  met 
a  regiment  of  Grover's  brigade,  of  General  Hooker's  division, 
moving  back.     At  General  Hooker's  instance,   he   engaged  the 

O  'CO 

enemy  on  the  general's  right.  The  enemy  had  slashed  the  timber, 
and  beyond  it,  had  skillfully  plantel  Fort  Magruder.  Peck 
brought  his  troops  through  the  woods  to  the  slash,  where  he  was 
exposed  to  a  galling  fire.  He  in  turn  opened  on  the  woods  where 
his  wily  foe  was  covered.  With  all  that  dash  which  has  charac- 
terized the  Southern  arms,  through  the  war,  the  enemy  rushed 
upon  one  of  Hooker's  batteries;  the  men  wavered  before  the 
shock — they  fell  back.  Every  horse  was  killed;  the  guns  were 
abandoned;  they  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Our  line  was  broken. 
The  enemy  were  ready  to  pour  through.  Unless  defeated  in  his 
enterprise,  he  would  throw  our  army  into  utter  confusion;  and 
confusion  was  rout.  The  exultant  foe  rang  out  the  defiant  cry  of 
"Bull's  Run/'  Hooker  says  in  his  official  report:  " They  (the 
guns)  could  have  been  saved,  but  only  at  the  risk  of  losing  the 
day."  The  guns  were  lost,  and  the  day  fast  being  lost:  and  with 
the  day  our  army  was  lost.  It  was  the  crisis.  Peck's  command 
came  to  the  rescue.  They  closed  in  before  the  shaken  line  of 
Hooker.  They  stood  firm  against  the  enemy.  They,  in  their 
turn,  advanced,  and  pressed  him  back.     They  recovered  the  lost 
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battery.  They  stood  where  Hooker's  men  had  stood,  to  meet 
another,  a  frantic  assault.  The  foe  came  down  upon  their  front 
displaying  Union  colors.  At  first  the  line  fell  back.  Some  dis- 
order occurred  in  the  Fifty-fifth  New  York  and  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Pennsylvania.  The  General  dismounted,  and  with  his 
revolver  in  his  hand,  cried  to  his  men,  not  to  yield  an  inch.  He 
wheeled  to  the  front  his  last  regiment,  the  Ninty-eightb  Pennsyl- 
vania. Animated  by  his  daring  and  will,  the  men  stood  firm; 
they  repulsed  the  enemy  along  his  whole  line.  The  danger  was 
averted — the  day  was  saved.  Before  night,  Peck  received  seven 
newT  regiments,  with  six  of  which  he  relieved  his  exhausted  brigade, 
and  made  preparations  for  a  night  attack. 

General  Keyes,  in  his  report  of  this  battle,  thus  speaks  of  the 
part  which  Peck  took  in  it,  viz.: 

"  Considering  the  part  taken  by  the  brigades  of  Generals  Peck 
and  Hancock,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  Fourth  corps,  in  the  late 
action,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  bad  conduct  or  lack  of  vigor 
on  the  part  of  either,  might  have  lost  us  the  battle,  I  deem  it  my 
uuty  to  dwell  at  some  length  upon  this  portion  of  my  report. 

"  These  two  brigades,  as  well  as  the  divisions  of  Couch  and 
Smith,  to  which  they  respectively  belonged,  I  regard,  after  nearly 
six  months  of  daily  comparison,  and  after  witnessing  the  behavior 
of  both  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  as  equally  excellent.  The 
killed  in  Hancock's  brigade  were  just  half  the  number  killed  in 
Peck's  brigade,  and  the  wounded  less  by  nine;  but  Peck,  I  think, 
inflicted  less  damage  upon  the  enemy  than  Hancock  did.  Hancock 
took  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and  a  flag  from  the 
enemy,  and  Peck  recaptured  and  held  a  battery  which  Hooker  had 
lost.  Peck  met  the  enemy  when  he  was  flushed  with  his  success, 
in  the  repulse  of  a  portion  of  Hooker's  division,  and  Hancock 
broke  in  upon  his  left  flank  with  astonishing  audacity. 

"  If  Peck  had  given  away  the  enemy  would  have  broken  our 
centre;  if  Hancock  had  failed,  the  enemy  would  not  have  retreated. 
After  seeing  both  enter  upon  the  scenes  of  their  efforts,  after  hav- 
ing collected  all  the  facts  and  all  the  results,  I  am  convinced  that 
Brigadier-General  John  J.  Peck  and  Brigadier-General  Winfield 
S.  Hancock,  and  their  respective  brigades,  are  equally  deserving 
of  praise  and  reward  for  the  parts  they  took  in  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg; and  I  commend  these  words  to  the  memories  of  all 
those  who  cherish  our  cause  and  honor  its  defenders.'' 

General  McClcllan  thus  speaks  of  the  part  which  Peck's  brigade 
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took  in  tins  battle:  "Peck's  brigade  of  Couch's  division,  as  has 
been  mentioned  before,  was,  immediately  on  its  arrival,  ordered 
by  General  Sumner  to  deploy  on  Hooker's  right.  This  was 
promptly  done,  and  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  at  that  point  were 
repulsed.  General  Peck  held  his  position  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon, when  he  was  relieved  by  two  other  brigades  of  Couch's 
division;  and  they  were  in  quiet  possession  of  the  ground  when 
night  closed  the  contest.  The  vigorous  action  of  these  troops 
relieved  General  Hooker  considerably."  The  next  day  the  brig- 
ade advanced  to  the  ground  and  works  in  its  front,  which  the 
enemy  evacuated  the  preceding  night,  and  then  rested,  for  its 
ammunition  and  commissary  stores  to  come  up.  It  continued  in 
the  advance  of  the  army.  On  the  15th  it  lay  at  New  Kent  Court 
House,  and  on  the  21st  was  on  New  Kent  road  near  Bottom's 
bridge. 

General  McCIellan  was  apprehensive  that,  if  he  delayed  secur- 
ing the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  he  should  experience 
systematic  opposition  in  the  movement,  which  would  render  it 
difficult  and  hazardous.  He  therefore  ordered  the  advance  of  his 
left  across  the  river  at  Bottom's  bridge.  Peck  led  the  advance  of 
this  movement,  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  on  the  29th  took 
position  .near  tho  Soven  Pines.  He  was  engaged  in  making  ex- 
tensive reconnoissances  in  the  direction  of  White  Oak  Swamp  and 
the  Charles  City  road.  A  line  of  rifle-pits  had  been  established 
at  Savage's  Station,  extending  from  the  river  to  the  White  Oak 
Swamp  on  the  south. 

On  the  28th,  Casey's  division  was  advanced  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  up  the  Williamsburg  road  to  Fair  Oaks,  General  Couch's  divi- 
sion occupying  the  line  already  mentioned.  It  will  thus  be  per- 
ceived that  Peck  was  in  the  second  line.  His  brigade  was  on  the  left, 
Diven's  in  the  center,  and  Abercrombie's  on  the  riirht,  with  two 
regiments  and  a  battery  across  the  railroad,  near  Fair  Oaks.  On 
the  night  of  the  30th  a  heavy  rain  drenched  the  ground,  and 
threatened  to  raise  the  river  so  as  to  carry  away  the  bridges, 
by  which  the  two  parts  of  the  army  were  united,  and  thus  cut 
them  asunder.  The  object  of  General  Johnston,  in  the  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks,  was,  by  securing  this  advantage,  to  strike  our  line  on 
the  south  of  the  river,  overpower  it  by  heavy  masses  of  troops, 
cut  it  oil',- or  cut  it  to  pieces,  and  drive  it  into  the  river,  and  thus 
at  once  destroy  a  large  part  of  our  army,  deprive  us  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  we  had,   by  holding  both  sides  of  the  river,  and 
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produce  a  panic  in  the  main  body.  The  attack  was  made  on 
Casey  about  noon.  Peck  was  advanced  to  occupy  the  ground  upon 
the  left  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  to  support  Casey's  left,  where 
the  attack  was  most  severe.  He  held  the  principal  road  connect- 
ing the  Richmond  stage  road  with  the  Charles  City  road.  He 
now  sent  one  of  his  regiments  forward  to  support  Casey's  left, 
which  was  severely  pressed.  One  regiment  after  another,  and  his 
artillery,  were  successively  detached  to  support  the  first  line. 
The  position  which  he  held  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  it  being 
a  cross-road  on  our  left,  when  the  attack  was  made.  Accord- 
ingly, although  the  corps  commander  ordered  his  two  remaining 
regiments  elsewhere,  he  instantly  countermanded  it  on  being 
informed  of  the  circumstances.  Peck  received  directions  from 
General  Hcintzleman,  the  senior  in  command  on  the  field,  to  hold 
his  position  at  all  hazards.  The  enemy  being  but  partially  suc- 
cessful in  his  attack  on  our  left,  hurled  his  masses  on  our  right. 
General  Peck,  at  the  head  of  two  regiments,  and  under  a  heavy 
fire,  moved  at  double  quick  to  the  threatened  point.  He  here 
participated  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  that  day,  personally  heading 
a  charge  which  effectually  stayed  the  foe,  and  checked  his  efforts 
to  reach  the  main  road,  which  was  a  decisive  point.  His  lines 
swayed  backwards  and  forwards,  as  it  was  pressed  by  overpow- 
ering  numbers,  or  resisted  the  determined  masses  of  the  enemy. 
At  last  our  men  were  driven  back,  inch  by  inch.  They  withdrew 
towards  the  saw  mill.  Peck  coming  up  with  large  numbers  of  scat- 
tered troops,  rallied  and  re-formed  them,  and  was  about  leading 
them  into  the  contest,  when  he  was  ordered  by  General  Kearney 
back  to  the  entrenched  camp. 

The  next  morning,  being  the  first  of  June,  Peck  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  entrenchments,  previously  prepared  at  Savage's 
Station.  His  force  was  about  ten  thousand  with  a  large  artillery 
park.  He  returned  many  stra^lcrs  to  their  regiment,  and  de- 
voted  himself  to  extending  and  strengthening  the  works.  Heavy 
working  parties,  relieved  every  two  hours,  were  employed  until 
the  morning  of  the  second.  A  six-gun  battery  was  thrown  upon 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  covering  the  approaches  from  the 
Charles  City  road;  another  important  work  was  constructed  on 
the  front,  sweeping  the  depression  running  obliquely  towards  the 
timber,  nearest  the  system  of  works.  In  front  he  slashed  the  tim- 
ber and  he  obstructed  the  roads  from  White  Oak  Swamp.  IIo 
also  directed  a  heavy  reconnoissance  on  the  left. 
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General  Couch,  in  his  report  of  the  battle,  says  :  "  General 
Peck  fought  his  brigade  with  skill  and  daring  courage,  his  horse 
falling  under  him,  after  being  several  times  wounded.  His  com- 
mand added  new  laurels  to  those  won  at  Williamsburg.  The 
Ninety-third  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  McCarter,  aud  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Rowley,  behaved  with  great 
gallantry,  both  colonels  wounded.  The  Fifty-fifth  New  York, 
Lieut.-Colouel  Thouset,  was  early  in  the  action,  and  suffered 
severely."  Major-General  Heintzleman,  Keyes  and  Kearney, 
allude  in  warm  terms  to  the  conduct  of  General  Peck,  in  their 
reports.  Favorable  notices  are  found  in  the  report  of  General 
McClellan.* 

On  the  24th  of  June,  General  Peck  was  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  division,  composed  of  WesselFs  and  Xaglee's  brigades, 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery.  General 
Wessell's  brigade  was  at  White  Oak  Swamp;  General  Xaglee's 
was  guarding  *}le  entrenched  line  between  the  railroad  and  Bot- 
tom's  bridge.  General  Peck  first  turned  his  attention  to  the 
position  of  the  former;  an  extensive  examination  satisfied  him  that 
the  swamp  was  an  insufficient  protection  to  his  left.  He  placed 
a  large  force  of  choppers  at  work,  to  close  up  all  the  fords  and 
passages  with  trunks  of  trees,  slashed  a  large  amount  of  timber, 
connected  several  lanre  clearings,  so  as  to  brin^  them  under  the 
guns  of  his  batteries,  and  constructed  several  small  works  aud  a 
line  of  rifle  pits.  Cavalry  patrols  were  established  and  thoroughly 
covered  the  regions  beyond  the  swamp  toward  Richmond.  By 
means  of  these  precautions,  he  became  early  informed  of  the 
movements  of  General  Wise;  from  which  it  became  evident  that 
we  should  be  attacked  by  the  enemy  on  the  south  of  the  Chieka- 
hominy.  It  was  now  Peck's  duty  to  guard  the  line  from  Bottom's 
bridge  to  the  swamp.  In  aid  of  this  he  constructed  a  line  of  rifle- 
pits  on  a  line  of  high  bluffs,  which  commanded  the  approaches 
from  the  Chickahominy  swamp.  lie  received  at  this  time  the  order 
"  to  hold  the  road  to  James  River  over  the  White  Oak  Swamp  at 
all  hazards."  He  detailed  a  large  force  to  assist  General  Wood- 
bury in  the  construction  of  bridges  across  the  swamp,  and  another 
large  force  to  clear  obstructions  to  the  bridge.  At  daylight  on 
the  28th,  he  received  the  order  to  move  the  command  across  the 
swamp,  and  occupy  strong  positions,  so  as  tc  cover  the  passage  of 

•Peek  had  one  horse  killed  and  one  disabled. 
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other  troops.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  passable,  he  moved 
General  Palmer's  brigade  (which  had  joined  him)  a  squadron  of 
cavalry  and  Ragan's  and  Fitch's  batteries,  four  miles  in  advance 
towards  Richmond,  to  an  important  point,  commanding  the  Qua- 
ker, New  Market  and  Charles  City  road.  Having  placed  Wes- 
sell  with  a  battery  in  movement  to  support  Palmer,  he  pro- 
ceeded in  advance  and  then  placed  far  in  advance  of  Palmer's  line 
two  regiments  on  the  right,  and  a  third  far  to  the  right  towards 
the  swamp,  securing  thus  the  command  of  still  another  road.  lie 
then  despatched  a  force  to  Long  Bridge  and  another  to  Jones' 
bridge,  to  destroy  what  remained  of  them,  and  prevent  the 
enemy's  crossing  at  those  points.  He  stationed  a  regiment  on 
the  Charles  River  road  to  cover  the  debouch  of  the  crossing  of  the 
swamps  at  Bracket's  Ford.  These  movements  were  not  disturbed, 
precautions  having  been  taken  to  prevent  communications  of  citi- 
zens with  the  enemy. 

On  the  29th,  some  of  Wise's  cavalry  dashed  into  his  lines.  His 
forces  were  reinforced  and  awaited  the  attack  of  the  enemy  in 
anxious  suspense.  About  six  in  the  afternoon  his  command  was 
relieved  by  General  Slocum,  and  took  up  its  line  of  march  for  the 
James.  After  being  the  whole  night  on  the  road  without  sleep, 
and  expecting  every  moment  to  meet  the  enemy,  the  division 
reached  the  river  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th;  Peck 
placed*  WesselPs  brigade  in  position  not  far  from  Turkey  Creek. 
The  enemy  made  an  attack  on  the  column,  while  it  was  en  route.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  General  Keycs  placed  the  command  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  command  to  defend  the  reserve  artillery.  For  a  long 
time  it  was  the  only  command  on  the  ground.  Early  the  next 
morning  General  Slocum  was  placed  on  his  left,  and  aided  in 
preparations  to  defend  this  portion  of  the  line.  During  that  day 
he  was  joined  by  the  detachments  left  at  Turners,  Long  Bridge 
and  Jones'  Forcl.f 

At  midnight  on  the  first  of  July,  he  was  ordered  to  hold  his 
command  as  rear  guard  to  the  army  in  its  movements  to  Harrison's 
Landing.  In  this  service,  WesselPs  and  Xaglcc's  brigades,  aided 
by  the  necessary  artillery,  were  to  act  alternately.  He  accordingly 
formed  Gen.  WesselPs  troops  in  line  of  battle  on  the  heights,  a 
short  distance  below  General  McClellan's  headquarters.      All  the 


*  Nagleo-s  brigade  on  the  30th  was  in  the  battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp  under  Gen.  Franklin. 
\  Mai; ern  Hill,  July  1,  Peck's  division  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  battle.. 

[Assem.  Xo.  148.]  21 


•  Peck's  dirinon  was  the  rear  guard,  and  not  tho  Fourth  corps.     Couch's  division  took 
no  jurt  in  that  service. 
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principal  b}*-roads  were  picketed  with  cavalry.  Naglce's  brigade 
was  formed  in  a  commanding  position  about  a  mile  in  the  rear. 
The  duty  of  General  Peck  was  to  protect  and  save  the  vast  trains 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  rations,  quartermasters'  property,  ambu- 
lances,hospital  stores  and  baggage.  The  magnitude  of  the  respon- 
sibility will  be  perceived,  when  it  is  stated  that  in  one  continuous 
line,  the  train  would  extend  over  fifty  miles.  lie  was  vested  with 
discretionary  powers  in  case  the  enemy  endangered  its  safety,  but 
he  resolved  to  save  the  whole  train.  For  this  purpose  he  directed 
that  an  unbroken  line  of  troops  and  batteries  should  move  on  one 
side  of  the  road,  while  the  trains  should  move  in  the  same  manner 
on  the  other,  the  latter  only  moving  with  and  so  as  to  be  covered 
by  the  former.  When  the  last  wagon,  ambulance  and  straggler 
had  passed  the  rear  guard,*  he  directed  General  Wessell  to  draw 
in  his  pickets,  and  take  a  position  in  General  Xaglee's  rear.  At 
night,  he  placed  Wessell's  brigade  in  position  on  the  upper  side 
of  Kimmager's  creek,  with  a  battery  and  some  small  companies  of 
cavalry,  and  General  Naglce's  brigade  in  supporting  distance  on 
the  lowrer  side  of  the  creek.  The  enemy  now  opened  with  artillery 
upon  the  train,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  confusion  and  stam- 
peding the  cattle.  Wessell  was  reinforced  with  two  regiments, 
and  the  trains  thus  protected,  were  kept  moving  in  an  orderly 
manner  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  it  seemed  impossible 
to  cross  the  remaining  portion  of  the  trains  ;  the  fords  having 
become  almost  impassible  in  consequence  of  heavy  and  protracted 
rains,  and  the  men  and  animals  being  exhausted  from  exertion  and 
want  of  food.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  close  around  the  column, 
and  his  advance  not  far  distant.  It  became  necessary  to  cut  new 
roads  through  the  woods.  The  teams  were  doubled,  and  fresh 
animals  relieved  some  of  those  exhausted,  and  thus  the  slow  work 
proceeded  during  the  day.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  third,  the  last  vehicle  crossed  the  creek.  This  movement  is 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  military  operations,  regard  being 
had  to  the  magnitude  and  value  of  the  train,  the  trifling  loss  sus- 
tained, the  distance  traveled,  and  the  many  formidable  obstacles 
encountered,  Gen.  McClellan  appreciated  it,  when  he  told  the 
President  at  Harrison's  Landing,  that  to  Gen.  Peck  he  owed  the 
saving  of  the  trains. 
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The  passage  Laving  now  been  effected,  General  Peck  established 
his  line  of  battle  along  the  crest  of  the  creek,  with  his  left  on  the 
James.  On  the  4th,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief 
to  the  advantages  of  this  line,  and  it  was  afterwards  adopted.  By 
slashing  the  timber  on  the  opposite  side  down  to  the  James,  and 
up  the  ravine,  and  by  cutting  numerous  roads,  affording  fvco  com- 
munications between  the  reserves  and  the  front,  and  between  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  front,  he  prepared  this  ground  for  such  im- 
portant work  as  was  daily  expected.  On  the  6th  four  regiments, 
forming  General  Ferry's  brigade,  were  assigned  to  his  division. 

The  service  rendered  by  this  command  in  the  unparalleled 
movement  of  the  army  to  the  James,  was  not  so  brilliant  as  that 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  some  other  troops  to  perform;  but  it  will 
not  be  forgotten  hereafter  thai  Peck's  division  held  the  exultant 
troops  of  Jackson  at  bay  across  the  Chickahominy,  led  the  advance 
from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the  James,  and  safely  covered  the 
rear  during  the  strategic  movement  from  Turkey  Creek  to  Harri- 
son's Point. 

While  at  Harrison's,  General  Peck  received  his  promotion  as  a 
major-general,  to  date  from  4th  July,  1862.  It  was  conferred  for 
services  in  the  field.  Its  reception  was  the  first  knowledge  he  had 
of  the  action  of  the  President. 

Peck's  division  moved  with  the  arm}',  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
at  Burnett's  ferry,  on  the  pontoon  bridge,  on  the  17th  August,  and 
reach  Yorktown  the  20th. 

When  in  August,  1862,  General  McClellan  left  the  Peninsula, 
he  placed  General  Peck  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point,  with  a 
large  force  to  cover  the  embarkation  of  the  army,  and  to  place  the 
extensive  fortifications  in  a  state  of  defense.  He  was  directed  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  having  accomplished  this 
work.  Although  General  McClellan  three  times  telegraphed 
General  Hal  leek  for  Peck  and  his  command,  in  consequence  of 
some  mistake  at  Washington,  these  troops  were  not  sent  to  his 
relief  Suffolk  being  threatened  by  French  and  Pettigrew,  he 
applied  to  be  sent  there  until  the  danger  was  averted. 

On  the  22d  of  September  General  Peck  assumed  command  of 
all  the  troops  in  Virginia  south  of  the  James,  On  hearimr  of  his 
arrival  with  troops,  the  enemy  retired  to  the  Blackwater.  Suffolk 
was  the  outpost  of  our  army,  and  was  deemed  important.  At  this 
point  the  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  railroad  intersects  the  Seaboard 
and  Iioanoke  railroad    leading   to    Weidon,   in    North  ' Carolina. 
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Suffolk  is  also  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Nansexnond,  which 
empties  into  the  James  river  near  its  mouth;  ami  from  this  post 
our  forces  could  penetrate  the  interior  of  southern  Virginia,  and 
effectually  protect  Norfolk.  It  was  important  for  the  enemy  in 
every  point  of  view  to  recover  these  places.  By  doing  so,  they 
would  release  their  gunboats  now  effectually  penned  up  in  Eich- 
mond.  These  boats  could  then  come  down  and  easily  clear  the 
James;  and  that  river  once  secured,  could  be  effectually  prepare] 
against*  another  advance  on  its  line  upon  Richmond;  and  Norfolk 
would  become  an  open  port  which  could  be  again  closed  only  by 
a  powerful  fleet. 

General  Peck  being  impressed  with  the  permanent  importance 
of  this  post,  devoted  himself  with  earnestness  to  the  work  of  pre- 
paring it  for  the  events  which  he  foresaw  must  at  some  day  there 
transpire.  Ec  planned  and  constructed  a  system  of  defenses,  the 
development  of  which  during  the  siege,  was  over  seven  miles. 
Dix,  Halleck,  Union,  McClellan,  Nansemond,  South  Quay,  Bose- 
cranz,  Draw  Bridge,  Onondaga,  New  York,  Button,  Seward  and 
Jericho  were  the  principal  forts  and  batteries. 

Yvrhile  these  works  were  being  constructed,  collisions  favorable 
to  our  armies  were  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  On  the  3d  of 
October  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  Franklin.  December  3d  a 
rocket  battery  was  captured  from  Generals  Bauson  and  Pryor,  and 
they  driven  across  the  Blaekwater.  On  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
in  order  to  protect  General  Foster  from  interference  in  his  move- 
ment on  Goldsboro,  in  North  Carolina,  General  Terry  was  sent 
with  six  thousand  men  to  hold  the  enemy  at  Blaekwater.  In  an 
affair  of  the  30th  of  January,  1863,  Pryor  was  attacked  at  Deserted 
House  and  driven  across  the  Black  water  with  heavy  loss. 

In  the  spring  of  1863,  the  attention  of  the  rebel  authorities 
seems  to  have  been  drawn  to  the  importance  of  Suffolk.  The 
objects  of  reducing  that  city  were  manifold  and  great.  The  post 
!  .  itself,  with  its  thirteen  thousand  troops,  its  vast  commissary, 
quartermaster,  medical  and  ordnance  stores,  was  a  tempting  prize. 
But  the  enterprize  had  other  attractions.  The  recovery  of  the 
railroad  running  into  North  Carolina  would  widely  extend  the 
circuit,  from  which  the  supplies  of  the  confederate  armies  in  Vir- 
ginia were  drawn.  Above  all,  Suffolk  reduced,  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  must  instantly  fall.  Lieut.-Gcneral  Longstreet,  of 
whom  it  was  boasted  that  tha  word  "fa.il7'  was  not  in  his  vocabu- 
lary, with  forty  thousand  of  the  flower  of  the  Southern   armies, 
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was  assigned  to  the  task  of  securing  these  advantages.  Abundant 
time  was  taken  to  mature  the  plans  and  provide  the  materials  for 
the  campaign.  Expectation  at  the  south  was  at  its  height — suc- 
cess was  deemed  speedy  and  certain. 

Longstrect's  plans  were  laid  with  forethought,  completeness  and 
subtlety.  He  proposed  to  cut  the  Xansemond  river  about  six 
miles  below  the  city,  on  our  right  flank,  and  at  the  same  time 
throw  another  force  against  the  Norfolk  railroad  on  our  left  and 
rear.  Thus  surrounded,  General  Peck's  entire  army,  and  the  coun- 
try and  cities  it  defended,  were  to  fall  a  rich  and  .easy  prize  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  To  assure  the  success  of  the  enterprize, 
a  preliminary  movement  was  put  on  foot.  General  D.  H.  Hill  was 
sent  with  a  considerable  force  to  attack  General  Foster  at  Little 
Washington,  the  object  being  to  weaken  Peck,  by  withdrawing 
from  Suffolk  a  part  ot  his  forces,  and,  as  was  anticipated,  this 
movement  was  successful  in  inducing  an  order,  detaching  three 
thousand  of  Peck's  troops  to  the  aid  of  Foster.  Longstrect's  spies 
promptly  carried  him  information  of  these  orders,  and  he  imme- 
diately crossed  the  Blaekwater  on  the  pontoons  which  he  had  pre- 
viously prepared  and  held  in  readiness  for  instant  use.  He  marched 
his  army  in  three  columns,  and  arrived  in  a  few  hours  before  the 
Federal  lines. 

But  Peck,  put  on  the  alert  by  spies  and  a  captured  rebel  mail, 
fathomed  the  plan  of  his  wily  adversary,  and  was  in  readiness  to 
receive  him.  He  telegraphed  Admiral  Lee  for  gunboats  to  resist 
and  delay,  and,  if  possible,  prevent  Longstrect's  crossing  of  the 
Nansemond,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  was  the  first  step  in  Long- 
street's  programme.  Accordingly,  when  the  confederate  forces 
reached  the  river,  they  found  themselves  unexpectedly  forestalled. 
Six  armed  gunboats,  not  very  formidable,  it  is  true,,  but  capable  of 
delaying  him,  when  time  was  very  precious,  obstructed  his  pas- 
sage. The  rebel  general  suddenly  changed  his  plans,  arid  resolved 
to  carry  the  place  by  storm.  His  columns  advanced  on  our  works 
with  such  rapidity,  that  our  cavalry  pickets  were  surprised  and 
captured.  The  troops  ordered  to  General  Foster  were  in  the  cars 
and  just  leaving  for  Little  Washington.  Of  course,  they  were 
retained  by  General  Peek.  The  rapidity  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments had  defeated  the  subtlety  of  his  designs. 

When  Lon:r$treet  came  within  range  of  our  works,  he  found  them 
firmly  garrisoned  and  bristling  with  steel.  He  soon  discovered 
that  his  attempt  at  surprise  was  a  total  failure.     Leaving  a  consi- 
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derable  force  in  front  of  the  town,  to  divert  attention  from  his  real 
design,  he  returned  to  his  attempt  to  cross  the  Nansemond. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  it  was  first  necessary  to  clear  the 
river  of  the  gunboats.  During  the  night,  battery  after  battery 
was  constructed,  and  powerful  guns  were  placed  in  position,  at 
points  commanding  the  stream.  In  the  morning,  these  batteries 
were  suddenly  unmasked,  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  the  boats. 
But  the  river  fleet  was  commanded  by  officers  young  in  years,  but 
of  unconquerable  bravery,  skill  and  pertinacity.  The  frail  steamers 
were  riddled  with  countless  shot  holes.  The  Commodore  Barney 
showed  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  ball  and  bullet  holes  in  her 
hull  and  machinery.  The  Mount  Washington  was  riddled  yet 
worse.  This  vessel  grounded  directly  under  the  rebel  guns:  but 
her  gallant  officers  (Lamson  and  Gushing)  refused  to  abandon  her, 
but  maintained  the  unequal  and  desperate  contest  for  six  long 
hours,  and  until  the  rising  tide  floated  them  off.  General  Long- 
street  kept  up  an  incessant  series  of  attacks  of  the  most  harrassing 
and  vexatious  character  to  General  Peck's  troops.  He  rushed  his 
squadrons  of  cavalry  against  our  lines,  in  one  place,  and  establish- 
ed batteries  of  field  artillery  to  sweep  the  Nansemond  river  at 
others;  he  maneuvered  to  overwhelm  us  here,  and  to  flank  us  there; 
and  in  every  way  endeavored  to  penetrate  our  line;  but  he  was 
baffled  at  every  attempt. 

Brigadier-General  Getty,  with  five  thousand  men,  was  charged 
with  the  defenses  of  the  Nansemond,  which  formed  a  line  eight 
miles  long.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  officer,  with  this  inconsiderate 
force,  to  prevent  many  thousand  men  from  crossing  the  stream. 
To  this  end,  he  immediately  commenced  the  construction,  through 
swamps  and  creeks,  and  around  ravines,  of  a  road,  following  the 
general  course  of  the  river,  several  miles  long,  and  including  sev- 
eral bridges  and  long  spans  of  corduroy.  In  the  brief  period  of 
three  days  this  road,  by  the  very  greatest  exertion,  was  made 
passable  for  artillery.  This  division  continued  the  work  of  the 
pick  and  shovel  during  the  whole  three  weeks  of  the  siege.  Every 
able-bodied  man  in  it  was  every  day  employed  in  this  duty. 
Even  the  pickets  were  repeatedly  compelled  to  lend  a  helping 
hand.  The  line  of  forts,  rifle-pits,  batteries,  roads,  bridges  and 
timber  cutting  performed  by  this  command  during  this  period, 
attests  their  endurance  and  devotion  to  duty. 

And  thus  it  was  that  again  and  again,  and  through  many  days, 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy,   unmasked  one  morning,  and  pouring 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Militar  y  St  a  tistics.         327 

upon  our  little  army  a  terrific  fire,  were,  the  next  morning,  saluted 
in  their  turn  by  a  storm  of  rifled  shells,  fired  from  invisible  gun- 
ners. And  thus  it  was  that  day  after  day,  the  rebels  strained  every 
nerve  to  gain  a  permanent  foothold  on  some  point  of  the  shore, 
and  were  as  continually  baffled,  in  their  most  skillful,  heroic  and 
persistent  efforts.  « 

At  length,  on  the  18th  of  April,  their  object  seemed  to  be 
accomplished.  An  earthwork,  mounting  live  heavy  rifled  guns, 
'was  established  at  Hill's  Point,  about  six  miles  from  Suffolk,  of 
such  strong  profile  and  skillful  construction,  that  our  missiles 
could  only  bury  themselves  in  the  parapet:  while  from  his  pro- 
tected position,  the  enemy  maintained  a  destructive  fire  upon 
our  gun  boats.  Now  matters  wore  a  desperate  aspect.  At  this 
crisis  the  fertile  genius  of  Lieutenant  Lamson  devised  a  plan, 
which  was  approved  by  General  Peck.  He  proposed  to  General 
Getty  the  capture  of  the  HilPs  Point  battery.  The  following 
extract  from  the  statement  of  an  eye-witness  describes  this  bril- 
liant feat  : 

u  Shortly  before  sunset,  the  gunboats  on  the  river,  and  the  four 
rifled  guns  at  or  near  Battery  Stevens,  two  twenty-pound  Parrots, 
Captain  Morris,  and  two  three-inch  ordnance  guns,  Captain  Val- 
lee,  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  the  rebel  battery.  Meanwhile, 
detachments  from  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  volunteers,  Lieut.- 
Colonel  England,  and  the  Eighth  Connecticut,  Colonel  Ward,  in 
all  two  hundred  and  eight}*  men,  embarked  upon  the  gunboat 
Stepping  Stone,  Lieutenant  Lamson,  at  a  point  about  one  mile 
above  the  battery.  Protected  by  the  artillery  fire,  the  gunboat 
boldly  steamed  down  the  river,  and  ran  close  to  the  shore,  about 
two  hundred  yards  above  the  rebel  works,  the  shore  being  at  that 
point  an  abrupt  bluff.  Immediately  the  troops  disembarked, 
wading  to  their  waists  in  water,  ascended  the  blufT  and  with  loud 
cheers  charged  on  the  rear  of  the  fort.  Meantime,  the  gunboat's 
crew  had  landed  four  boat  howitzers,  placed  them  in  position,  and 
opened  upon  the  fort.  The  enemy,  taken  completely  by  surprise, 
were  able  to  discharge  but  two  or  three  volleys  of  musketry  and 
one  gun,  when  our  troops  entered  the  work  and  captured  the 
entire  party  of  seven  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
with  five  brass  guns  and  a  large  supply  of  amunition." 

The  capture  of  Hill's  Point  battery  alarmed  the  rebels:  and 
they  instantly  turned  their  attention  to  securing  their  own  posi. 
tion.     Defensive   lines  of  vast  length  and   considerable  strength 
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protected-  their  front  for  a  distance  of  several  miles.  Trees  were 
felled  and  abattis  planted  in  front,  and  every  measure  which  the 
resources  of  skillful  engineering  could  devise,  was  adopted  to 
resist  the  terrible  artillery  tire  of  our  batteries,  and  to  foil  sorties, 
should  any  be  made. 

It  was  now  our  time  to  harass  the  enemy  by  assaults,  General 
Peck,  vigilant  of  every  change  in  the  plans  and  maneuvers  of  his 
adversary,  repeatedly  sent  out  small  columns  to  attack  him.  On 
the  24th,  General  Corcoran  made  a  reconnoissance  on  Edenton,  and 
Colonel  Foster,  another  on  Summerton;  both  of  which  resulted  in 
lively  skirmishes,  in  which  the  enemy's  outposts  were  driven  back 
to  their  main  lines.  General  Hill  delaved  at  Little  Washington 
longer  than  was  intended;  but,  on  the  20fh  of  Anril,  reinforce- 
ments  had  begun  to  arrive,  and  bv  the  30th  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand  troops  had  reinforced  Longstreet.  Fortunately  reinforce- 
ments for  Peck  had  also  begun  to  arrive.  The  rebel  commander 
now  saw  that  the  golden  moment  had  been  lost.  The  position, 
which  at  first  had  seemed  so  weak,  now  had  become  impregna- 
ble; but  he  could  not  bring  his  pertinacious  spirit  to  submit  to  a 
failure.  He  put  forth  new  but  futile  efforts  for  success.  By  the 
3d  of  May  he  was  compelled  to  raise  the  seige.  Continually  on 
the  alert,  General  Peck  did  not  intend  that  his  enemy  should 
steal  off  secretly  and  unmolested;  and  no  sooner  had  the  retreat 
commenced,  then  he  resolved  to  test  its  reality.  On  the  3d  of 
May,  therefore,  a  column  about  seven  thousand  strong,  under 
Generals  Getty  and  Harland,  crossed  the  drawbridge,  and  ad- 
vanced  up  the  Providence  Church  road.  Simultaneously,  Col- 
onel Button  was  directed  to  cross  two  small  columns,  six  and  eight 
miles  lower  down,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  The  move- 
ment, like  every  other  during  the  progress  of  the  siege,  was  char- 
acterized by  great  energy  and  boldness,  but  unlike  them,  did  not, 
as  it  was  not  expected  to,  accomplish  more  than  seriously  to 
harass  the  baffled  and  retiring  foe.  About  midnight  of  the*  3d, 
our  troops  under  Corcoran,  Dodge  and  Foster,  started  in  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  foe,  but  only-  succeeded  in  capturing  a  few  hun- 
dred stragglers  before  the  enemy  crossed  the  Blackwater.  Thus 
ended  the  siege  of  Suffolk.  The  brilliancy  of  the  achievement 
has  been  obscured  iu  the  popular  view  by  the  engrossing  scenes  at 
Chancellorsville.  Injudicious  friends  of  General  Hooker  have 
sought  to  break  the  effect  upon  Lis  reputation  of  that  disaster,  by 
claiming  that  Longstreet  and  the  force  he  commanded  at  Suffolk 
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participated  in  that  conflict.  Lcc  says  in  his  report,  "that  Long. 
street  was  detached  for  service  south  of  the  James  river  in 
February,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  army  until  after  the  battle  of 
Chanccllorsville."  It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  of  crossing  the  Rap- 
pahannock, that  Peck  should  detain  Longstrcet  in  order  to  enable 
Hooker  to  destroy  Lee;  and  Peck's  whole  duty  was  performed.  So 
late  as  the  3d  day  of  May,  Hill  confronted  us  with  30,000  men  at 
Suffolk.  On  the  4th  of  May,  Longstreet's  horses  and  servants  fell 
into  Peck's  hands  near  Suffolk — a  circumstance  which  shows 
conclusively  that  Longstrcet  was  not  at  Chanccllorsville. 

For  days  General  Peck,  with  less  than  13,000  men,  held  at  bay 
General  Longstrcet  with  30,000.*  On  the  memorable  2d  and  3d 
of  May,  he  with  three  divisions  was  triumphantly  resisting  Long- 
street  and  Hill  writh  four  divisions.  At  the  same  time  Hooker 
with  159,300  men  fought  Lee  with  50,000  men.  The  proud  boasts 
which  heralded  the  movement  upon  Suffolk,  and  the  proud  boasts 
which  heralded  the  movement  at  Chanccllorsville,  were  alike 
brought  to  naught.  Even  the  Southern  papers  recognized  their 
utter  discomfiture  at  Suffolk  ;  for  when  Longstrcet  in  November, 
1863,  was  again  unsuccessful  in  his  enterprise  in  East  Tennessee, 
those  papers  mention  "  disagreeable  reminiscences  of  Suffolk,"  and 
44  the  parallel  campaign  of  Longstrcet  against  Suffolk." 

The  esteem  in  which  these  services  of  General  Peck  is  held  by 
eminent  commanders,  is  shown  by  the  following  letters  : 

Siege  of  Suffolk — Chancellorsville. 

New  York,  Sej)lember  '20th,  1864. 
The  truth  of  history  and  justice  to  the  little   army   of  Suffolk, 
demand  that  I  should  place  this  paper  before  the  reading  world. 

Campaign  of  1863. 
"The  Southern  History"  has  the  following  on  the  campaign  in 
April,   1863,  which  locates  the  position  of  Licut.-General  Long- 
street,  viz.: 

"Now  they  (the  rebels)  confronted  the  enemy  from  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  hovered  upon  his  flank,  within  striking  distance  to 
the  Potomac,  while  another  portion  of  our  forces  maneuvered 
almost  in  the  rear,  and  quite  upon  the  flank  of  Norfolk." 

Longstrcet  had  been  promised  sixty  thousand  men  for  his  spring 
work,  and  was  ready  about  the  last  of  March  to  open  the  campaign 

*  Hood,  Pickett,  Hill,  French,  Anderson,  and  other  prominent  West  Pointers  were  srith 
Lieutenant -General  Longstreet, 


.-v: 


3  3  Q  Fifth  A  nxua  l  Rep  or  t  of  the 

for  the  recovery  of  Southern  Virginia.  lie  ordered  Hill  and 
Fettigrew  to  make  a  series  of  demonstrations  at  Newbern,  Little 
Washington  and  other  points  in  North  Carolina,  with  the  design 
of  causing  troops  to  be  sent  from  Norfolk,  Fortress  Monroe  and 
other  localities.  In  consequence  I  was  ordered  on  the  10th  of 
April,  to  despatch  a  considerable  portion  of  my  force  to  General 
Foster.  Longstreet,  advised  of  the  order  and  success  of  his  feints, 
crossed  the  Blackwater,  and  on  the  same  day  advanced,  with  about 
twenty-eight  thousand  men,  upon  Suffolk.  Out  he  15th  of  April, 
Hill  discontinued  his  feints  upon  Little  Washington,  and  sent  those 
troops  to  Suffolk.  He  followed  soon  after  with  the  remainder  of 
his  command. 

The  rebel  force  in  North  Carolina  was  estimated  by  General 
Foster  as  very.large,  and  in  my  judgment  far  above  the  real  num- 
bers. If  his  'estimate  was  correct,  there  must  have  been  with 
Longstreet  after  the  concentration,  more  than  50,000  men.  Prob- 
ably 40,000  is  a  safe  estimate  ;  and  he  had  associated  with  him 
such  able  West  Pointers  as  Lieutenant-Gencrals  Hill,  Hood  and 
Anderson,  and  Major-Generals  Picket,  French  and  Garnett,  &o. 
The  Petersburg  Express  of  the  loth  of  April,  reflected  the  Con- 
federate expectations  in  regard  to  Longstreet's  army,  in  the 
following: 

11  Our  people  are  buoyant  and  hopeful,  as  they  ought  to  be. 
We  have  in  that  direction  as  gallant  an  army  as  was  ever  mustered 
under  an}'  sun,  and  commanded  by  an  officer  who  has  won  laurels 
in  every  engagement  from  the  first  Manassas  to  that  at  Fredericks- 
burg. Such  an  army  commanded  by  such  an  officer  as  Longstreet, 
may  be  defeated  ;  but  such  an  event  is  scarcely  within  the  range 
of  possibility." 

In  spite  of  the  high  hopes  of  the  South,  the  siege  was  raised 
during  the  night  of  the  3d  of  May  (twenty-four  days),  after  the 
construction  of  from  eight  to  ten  miles  of  covered  ways,  rifle-pits, 
field-works,  and  the  loss  of  the  celebrated  Fauquier  battery  and 
some  two  thousand  men. 

The  rebel  press,  with  few  exceptions,  admitted  the  failure  and 
censured  Longstreet.  The  Richmond  Examiner  of  November  27th, 
1803,  pronounced  his  Knoxville  and  Suffolk  campaigns  as  parallel 
failures,  and  said  : 

"It  was  during  the  parallel  campaign  of  Longstreet  against 
Suffolk  that  Hooker  made  his  coup  at  Chancellorsville  ;  but  he 
found  there  Jackson,  while  Grant  had  to  do  with  Brajrcf  alone." 
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The  effective  Federal  force  at  the  outset  was  nearly  14,000, 
with  three  small  wooden  gunboats.  This  was  distributed  on  lines 
about  twelve  miles  in  extent.  No  defeat  was  experienced  by  our 
arms. 

Rappahannock. 

During  the  presence  of  Longstrect's  wing  at  Suffolk,  Lee,  with 
Jackson's  wing,  was  confronted  by  the  army  of  Hooker.  Hooker 
was  advised  of  every  change  in  my  front,  and  assured  that  I  would 
hold  Longstreet  as  long  as  possible  in  order  that  he  might  detroy 
Lee.  He  was  urged  to  strike  before  aid  could  be  sent  to  the 
Rapidan. 

Perhaps  a  division  or  a  portion  of  one  joined  Lee  in  spite  of 
the  interruption  of  the  communications  by  Sloneman.  Longstreet 
did  not  ;  for  his  horses  and  servants  fell  into  our  hands  near 
Suffolk  on  the  4th  of  May.  No  mention  of  his  presence  is  made 
in  any  accounts  of  Chancellorsville,  nor  in  the  "  Southern  History." 
Jackson  contended  with  Hooker  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  May,  while 
Early  fought  Sedgwick,  near  Fredericksburg.  On  the  3d,  Stewart 
succeeded  Jackson. 

Hooker's  and  Lee's  Forces. 
Up  to  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Hooker  had  made  no  report  to 
General  Halleck,   and  official  data  is  out   of  the    question.     But 
information  is  at  hand  from  which  an  approximation  can  be  made. 

Lee's  Army. 

New  York  Tribune,  Ma\    18th,  1863,  estimates 50,000 

New  York  Tribune,  March  26th,  1864,  estimates «  49,700 

New  York  Herald,  March  26th,  1864,  estimates .„  64,000 

"Southern  History"  (Pollard's)  gives. 50,000 

Hooker's  Army. 

New  York  Times  gives  .„_ 159,300 

"Southern  History"  gives 100,000  to  150,000 

New  York  Tribune,  March  26th,  1864,  gives 123,000 

The  editor  of  the  Times  had  the  very  best  opportunity  for  get- 
ting reliable  data,  and  there  are  many  reasons  for  accepting  his 
figures  as  nearest  the  true  ones. 

This  paper  explodes  the  idea  that  any  material  portion  of  Long- 
street's  army  was  transferred  to  the  fields  of  Chancel lorsville.  No 
such  theory  is  entertained  in  any  quarter  now  ;  but  in  the  smoke 
of  that  disaster  it  was  mooted. 
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These  figures  show  where  the  rebel  pressure  really  was,  and 
attest  the  good  conduct  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  at  Suffolk,  under 
the  weightiest  responsibilities.  The  army  should  no  longer  be 
deprived  of  its  honors  and  rewards  because  of  the  unexpected 
reverse  on  the  Rapid;) n. 

Further  details  cannot  be  given  without  trenching  upon  the 
official  documents.  The  allusions  to  Hooker's  operations  are  made 
solely  to  shed  proper  light  upon  the  campaign,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  criticism. 

JOHN  J.  PECK,  Major-General 

May  21th,  1865. 

Army  of  Suffolk. — The  above  was  given  to  the  press  eight 
months  ago  through  the  Herald,  and  Congress,  officers  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  army  were  supplied.  Xo  adverse  reply  has 
appeared. 

Lee's  Evidence. — Lee  in  his  report  says  of  Longstrcet,  that  he 
"was  detached  for  service  south  of  the  James  river  in  February, 
and  did  not  rejoin  the  arm}'  until  after  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville." 

Longstrect's  Army.- — Hooker  telegraphed  2d  of  May — "  Long- 
street  ha?  three  divisions  at  Suffolk.  When  they  left  Lee  they 
were  each  eight  thousand  strong.  D.  H.  Hill  is  ordered  from 
"Washington  (X.  C.)  to  reinforce  Longstrect's  corps." 

May  2d — Hill  reported  by  letter  (in  my  hand)  to  Longstrcet 
the  arrival  of  an  u  entire  division." 

Four  divisions  are  accounted  for  independently  of  the  troops 
from  Washington  under  French,  Garnett,  &c.  They  commenced 
arriving  on  the  18th  April.  Foster  advised  the  Government  of 
the  movement. 

ClIANCELLORSTILLE. 

Hooker between  six  and  seven  army  corps. 

Lee seven  divisions. 

Suffolk. 

Peck,  2d  and  3d  May three  divisions. 

Longstrcet about  live  divisions. 

"  Oh!  sacred  Truth!  thy  triumph  ceased  awhile." 

JOHX  J.  PECK,  Major-General. 
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"Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag  Ship  Tempest,  ) 
Mound  City,  June  UUh,  18G5.      ] 

"General — Your  printed  slip  of  the  siege  of  Suffolk  is  re- 
ceived. Change  of  command  last  fall,  and  the  burning  of  my 
papers  on  the  flag  ship  Blackliawk  last  spring,  have  prevented 
my  acknowledgment  of  similar  statements  on  the  same  interest- 
ing subjects. 

"  The  opposing  force  is  shown  far  greater,  and  the  purposes  of 
the  enemy  more  serious,  than  was  then  generally  supposed;  and 
his  repulse  is  proportionally  more  creditable  to  our  combined 
forces. 

<;  I  have  not  the  papers  to  refer  to,  but  the  naval  force  was 
larger  than  you  state,  though  not  for  the  first  day  or  so,  perhaps. 
The  time  is  coming  when  the  truth  of  history  will  be  vindicated 
concerning  the  operations  of  the  war,  about  whieh  there  has  been 
misunderstanding. 

"Eegarding  your  expositions  of  our  operations  before  Norfolk, 
as  aiming  to  present  them  fairly,  the  officers  and  men  of  our  com- 
mand have  cause  to  thank  you. 

41 1  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

11  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"S.  P.  LEE,  A.  R.  Admiral 
"  Then  commanding  N".  Atlantic  Squadron. 
"  Major-General  J.  J.  Peck,  then  commanding  c7.  S.  troojjs  before 

Suffolk:'* 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,      ) 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  \ 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  6th9  18  Go.  j 


General  Orders 
No.  32. 


The  major-general  commanding  congratulates  Major-General 
Peck,  and  the  troops  under  his  command  at  Suffolk,  on  the  sud- 
den retreat  of  the  enemy  to  the  Blackwater,  after  a  close  invest- 
ment of  the  place  for  more  than  three  weeks  by  a  superior  force, 
led  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  generals  in  the  service  of 
the  insurgents.  The  enemy  has  sustained  a  loss  of  live  guns,  and 
not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  prisoners,  killed,  wounded 
and  deserters,  while  ours  is  limited  to  a  comparatively  small  m;m- 


*  ILijor-Gcneral  Dix  asked  tho  Government  to  give  General  Peck  an  independent  &c 
partiaent,  ut  tho  conclusion  of  the  compaigu  at  Suffolk. 
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ber  killed  and  wounded.  For  this  result  the  highest  praise  is 
due  to  Major-General  Peek,  through  whose  untiring  industry  and 
good  judgment  during  the  last  six  months,  the  place  has  been 
strongly  fortified,  and  through  whose  watchfulness  it  has  been  held 
during  the  investment.  The  same  high  praise  is  due  to  the  troops 
under  his  command,  and  to  their  officers.  Their  courage  and  vigi- 
lance, their  firmness  in  resisting  the  enemy's  attacks,  their  gal- 
lantly in  assaulting  him  in  his  works  on  repeated  occasions, 
deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks,  which  the  major-general  command- 
ing hereby  tenders  to  them. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dix, 
(Signed)  D.  T.  VAX  BUKEN,  A.  A.  Gen'l. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ) 
February  15th,  1865.       J 

Major-General  Jons  J.  Peck,  New  York: 

General — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  8th  hist.,  with  the  documents  enclosed  relating  to  the  defense 
of  Suffolk  in  1863.  The  testimony  and  evidence  which  you  have 
accumulated,  prove  most  conclusively  the  importance  and  value 
of  the  services  rendered  on  that  occasion  by  yourself  and  the  gal- 
lant army  under  your  command,  for  which  1  doubt  not  full  credit 
will  hereafter  be  awarded  you. 

Lee's  army  at  Gettysburg  was  from.  40,000  to  50,000  stronger 
than  at  Chancellorsville,  and  it  is  only  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
difference  was  in  front  of  you  at  Suffolk. 

That,  with  the  limited  force  under  your  command,  you  should 
have  held  in  check  and  defeated  the  designs  of  such  superior  num- 
bers, is  a  fact  of  which  you  may  well  be  proud,  and  is  the  most 
practical  proof  of  your  own  skill  and  the  gallantry  of  your 
troops. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
(Signed)  GEO."  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 

Commander-in-Chief  Hallcck  visited  Suffolk  during  the  siege. 
The  following  is  found  in  his  report,  viz.: 

"  The  rebel  General  Hill  marched  towards  the  Nansemond  to 
reinforce  Longstreet,  who  was  investing  Suffolk.  Failing  in  his 
direct  assaults  upon  this  place,  the  cnem}*  proceeded  to  establish 
batteries   for  its  reduction.     General  Peck  made  every  prepara- 
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*tion  for  defence  of.  which  the  place  was  capable,  and  retarded  the 
construction  of  his  works  till,  finally,  the  attempt  was  abandoned." 

In  August,  1863,  General  Peck  was  tendered  his  choice  of  the 
command  of  the  old  Department  of  Virginia,  and  the  Seventh  army 
corps,  or  of  the  old  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Eighteenth  army  corps.  He  preferred  the  latter,  and  assumed 
command  at  Newbern  on  the  14th  of  that  month.  On  the  3d  of 
September  following,  he  assumed  the  higher  command  of  an  army. 

No  one  of  the  numerous  affairs  which  occurred  while  General 
Peck  commanded  the  army  and  district  of  North  Carolina,  was, 
by  itself,  considered  of  great  magnitude;  but  together,  they  con- 
stitute a  series  of  collisions  almost  always  resulting  in  credit  to 
our  arms,  and  illustrative  of  the  continued  vigilance  of  the  com- 
mander. Nothing  more  will  he  attempted  here  than  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  more  important  of  them. 

Action  at  Greenville,  Nov.  25th  and  Dee.  7th,  18G3:  skirmish 
at  Bear  Inlet,  December  24th,  and  at  Greenville,  December  30th; 
affair  at  "Windsor,  January  29th,  and  in  February,  1864;  affair  at 
Fairfield,  February  16th;  buttles  at  Newborn,  Batcheldor's  Creek 
and  Newport,  February  1st:  affair  at  Black  Jack  Church,  March 
26th,  and  at  Hill's  Point,  April  2d;  at  Bong's  Inlet,  March  26th. 
In  April  heavy  demonstrations  were  made  on  Newbern,  Washing- 
ton and  Plymouth.     General  Peck  summed  up,  in  a  general  order, 


the  results  of  the  services  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  Army  asd  District  of  North  Carolina,  V 

Newbern,  N.  C,  March  §thy  1864.        \ 

General  Orders,  \ 
No.  23.  S 

The  moment  when  we  are  threatened  with  an  advance  by  the 
enemy  is  the  proper  time  to  remind  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  command  of  the  results  of  the  operations  in  North  Carolina. 
Besides  the  repulse  of  General  Pickett's  army  at  Newbern.  the  fol- 
lowing have  been  captured:  Six  officers,  281  prisoners  and  danger- 
ous rebels,  500  contrabands,  250  arms  and  accoutrements,  138 
horses  and  mules,  11  bales  of  cotton,  1  piece  of  artillery,  caisson 
complete,  1  flag,  many  saddles,  harnesses  and  wagons.  Much  pro- 
perty of  the  rebel  government  has  been  destroyed,  from  inability 
to  remove  it,  as  appears  by  a  partial  list,  250,000  pounds  of  pork, 
80  barrels  of  lard,  75  barrels  of  meat,  20,000  bushels  of  corn,  32 
barrels  of  beef,  5  hogsheads  of  sugar,  5,000  empty  sacks,  1  corn 
mill,  10  wagons,  1  ton  of  tobacco,  18  mules,  2  warehouses  of  salt 
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and  two  extensive  salt  manufactories.     Thousand  of  deserters  have  * 
entered  our  lines   and  resumed  their  allegiance  to  the   Federal 
Union  with  joy  and  gladness. 

These  valuable  services  will  he  appreciated  by  the  government 
and  the  people,  and  this  brief  allusion  to  them  should  stimulate 
all  to  renewed  energy  in  the  final  campaign  against  the  rebellion. 
In  August  and  September  he  advised  the  Government,  and  asked 
to  burn  the  ram  Albemarle. 


Of  the  fall  of  Plymouth,  the  only  disaster  to  our  arms  which 
occurred,  while  Peck  commanded  in  North  Carolina,  requires 
some  mention.  In  November  preceding  this  event,  General  Peck 
had  advised  General  Butler,  who  at  that  time  commanded  the 
department,  that  an  iron-clad  was  being  built  at  Halifax,  and  sug- 
gested a  cavalry  expedition  to  destroy  it.  It  was  very  evident 
that  this  vessel  was  being  constructed,  with  a  view  of  driving  us, 
at  an  early  day,  out  of  North  Carolina;  and  that  such  an  enter- 
prise, so  supported,  would  be  exceedingly  formidable  in  its 
character.  Success  in  such  an  attempt  would  necessarily  have 
important  bearings  on  the  general  progress  of  the  Federal  arms. 
It  would  greatly  extend  the  field  from  which  the  supplies  for  the 
rebel  armies  in  Virginia  were  drawn.  Above  all,  it  would  sub- 
ject to  untold  humiliation  and  oppression  the  population  of  North 
Carolina,  who,  upon  the  assurance  of  permanent  protection,  had 
returned  to  their  allegiance.  The  request  of  the  general  for  per- 
mission to  send  out  an  expediton  to  destroy  the  vessel,  and  thus 
avert  these  calamities,  was  declined.     His  apprehensions  of  serious 

difficulties  from  such  direction,   were  treated  with  ridicule.     The 

\ 

confederate  authorities  were  suffered  to  carry  forward,  unmolested, 
their  preparations  for  this  important  movement. 

On  Sunday,  the  17th  of  April,  a  rebel  force  of  fifteen  thousand 
men,  including  a  large  number  of  sharpshooters,  and  a  heavy  train 
of  artillery,  all  under  the  command  of  General  Howe,  appeared 
before.  Plymouth  and  commenced  a  vigorous  attack  upon  our  out- 
works. The  next  morning  they  opened  tire  on  Fort  Gray,  and 
made  a  desperate  but  unsuccessful  assault  on  the  Eighty-fifth  redoubt. 
They  planted  a  battery  of  heavy  rilled  guns  so  as  to  command  the 
river,  and  sunk  the  Bombshell.  On  the  next  day,  the  iron-clad 
Roanoke,  constructed  as  above  intimated,  steamed  down  the  river 
to  Plymouth,  and  thus  cut  off  all  communication.  On  Wednesday, 
the  enemy  prepared  to  storm  our  works.  They  massed  their 
£orco6  and  precipitated  them  successively  on  Forts  Wessells,  G^ay, 
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Worth  and  Williams,  carrying  them  in  detail  after  several  sanguin- 
arj  repulses.  General  Wessells  still  fought  the  rebels  through  the 
streets  of  Plymouth,  and  at  last  was  compelled  to  yield,  only  to 
the  force  of  overpowering  numbers. 


General  Peck's  Administration  in  North  Carolina. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  May  llth,  1864. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal: 

Gentlemen — Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  extended  to  my  official  career  of  about  three  years, 
during  which  time  I  have  been  continually  in  the  field,  battling 
for  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  the  Federal  Union,  Especially  I 
am  indebted  for  the  sentiments  expressed  in  your  editorial  of 
Wednesday,  respecting  my  withdrawal  from  North  Carolina.  The 
following  is  found  in  your  article: 

11  This  is  of  course  to  be  interpreted  as  a  censure  of  his  conduct 
in  connection  with  the  late  events  at  Plymouth  and  Little  Wash- 
ington. 

"  We  cannot  bring  our  mind  to  think  that  the  late  reverses  in 
North  Carolina  are  justly  chargeable  to  his  account." 

When  the  order  was  issued  the  events  at  Plymouth  were  unknown, 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  department  commander  did  not 
believe  that  any  demonstration  would  be  made  on  my  command, 
although  reinforcements  had  been  asked  for  temporarily  by  Gen. 
Wessells,  and  I  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  my  lines  would  be 
attacked  in  consequence  of  my  destitute  condition, 

A  copy  of  General  Butler's  letter  is  enclosed,  which  will  settle 
the  matter  so  far  as  my  military  administration  is  a  question, 

The  events  at  Little  Washington  have  all  transpired  since  I 
turned  over  the  command.  From  the  outset  I  have  opposed  the 
abandonment  of  North  Carolina. 

In  August  and  September,  18G3,  I  asked  authority  to  burn  the 
ram  Albemarle,  then  on  the  stocks  at  Edward's  Ferry,  twelve  miles 
below  Halifax.  A  regiment  of  cavalry  could  have  easily  destroyed 
the  boat.  Both  applications  were  refused  by  the  department  com- 
mander. In  September,  18G3,  I  asked  for  au  iron-clad  for  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina,  which  are  yet  without  one. 

[Assem.  No.  118.]  22 
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My  report  and  correspondence  on  the  fall  of  Plymouth  and 
rebel  iron-clads,  will  fully  vindicate  my  administration  of  nine 
months  in  North  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General, 

General  Butler's  Letter  to  General  Peck. 

Washington,  May  6/7*. 
The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  communication  addressed  by 
General  Butler  to  General  Peck,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
administration  of  affairs  in  his  department  was  nowise  disapproved 
by  General  Butler: 

Headquarters  18th  Army  Corps,      ? 
Fortress  Monroe,  May  3r7,  18G4.  J 
General — Your  note   of  the    24th  of  April  reached  my    hand 
to-day,  and  I  hasten  to  reply. 

Your  being  relieved  from  Newd>ern  by  me  in  no  manner  implies 
any  censure  upon  your  action  or  disapproval  of  your  administra- 
tion, and  was  determined  upon  many  days  before  the  order  was 
actually  sent,  and  before  it  was  known  or  believed  that  there 
would  be  any  demonstration  upon  your  command  by  the  enemy. 
That  order  was  delayed  by  the  necessities  of  the  service  in  other 
movements  of  the  department,  which  are  solely  subjects  of 
explanation. 

With  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  I 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 
To  Major-General  Peck. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fall  of  Plymouth  on  the 
20th  of  April  had  nothing  to  do  with  General  Peck's  change  from 
North  Carolina,  and  that  no  censure  is  imputed  to  that  officer. 

Shortly  after  this  disaster,  General  Peck  was  relieved  by  Gene- 
ral Butler.  This  action  should  not  be  construed  as  a  disapproval 
of  his  administration,  nor  as  an  intimation  that  he  was  held  res- 
ponsible for  the  fall  of  Plymouth.  So  General  Butler  expressly 
states  in  a  letter  to  General  Peek,  under  the  date  of  the  3d  of  May 
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Iii  fact  no  one  of  his  superiors,  from  his  entrance  upon  the  ardiiuus 
duties  he  was  charged  with  during  the  whole  war,  has  ever  east  a 
word  of  censure  upon  him  or  any  of  his  acts. 

From  the  time  General  Peck  assumed  command  at  Suffolk,  he 
not  only  occupied  an  important  military  command,  hut  discharged 
most  important  civil  functions.  He  was  the  sole  supreme  ruler 
over  the  district  entrusted  to  him,  He  was  the  source  of  justice 
and  of  municipal  regulations,  the  protector  of  private  rights  of 
person  and  property.  When  he  first  went  to  Suffolk,  he  issued 
an  order,  which  he  frequently  repeated  and  constantly  enforced, 
for  the  hetter  protection  of  private  rights,  against  private  inter- 
ference. In  general  orders,  he  called  on  Christian  men  of  the 
North  for  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  give  Christian  instruction  to 
the  living,  and  Christian  burial  to  the  dead  heroes  of  the  war.  He 
caused  to  be  selected,  and  prepared  proper  grounds  for  cemete- 
ries. He  nominated  proper  candidates  for  appointment  from 
North  Carolina  as  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy.  He  entrusted 
the  property  of  the  masonic  fraternity  to  trustees,  that  its  benevo- 
lent objects  might  be  subserved.  He  established  for  whites  and 
for  'blacks  a  system  of  free  schools.  He  co-operated  with  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  in  wisely  regulating  trade.  He  nursed  a 
colony  of  blacks  on  Roanoke  Island,  the  seat  of  the  colony  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  devised  and  carried  forward  to  execution  num- 
erous other  plans  contributing  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  all  classes  of  men  under  his  rule.  Of  the  last  mentioned 
of  these  plans,  a  single  word  may  be  said,  Roanoke  Island  was 
admirably  adopted  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was  applied;  a 
town  was  laid  out  with  ample  lots  and  wide  streets,  and  with 
grounds  for  culture  near  at  hand;  houses  for  shelter,  for  schools 
and  for  meeting  houses  were  provided;  the  adjacent  valuable 
fisheries  were  opened;  proper  employment  was  furnished  and  a 
reasonable  amount  of  labor  was  exacted;  vaccination  was  admin, 
istered  to  all;  and  the  health,  morals  and  good  habits  of  this  peo- 
ple were  guarded  to  the  extent  of  the  possibilities  of  the  situation. 
It  was  supposed  that  with  a  continuance  of  such  management,  the 
colony  after  one  year,  would  become  self-supporting. 

Retiring  from  this  Held  of  usefulness  to  his  country,  to  his 
soldiers,  and  to  those  of  all  classes  whom  he  governed,  General 
Peck  issued  the  following  order  : 
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Newbeen,  N.  C,  Ajpril  25th,  1864 


General  Orders, 


nil  Orders,  ) 
No.  70.         } 


Headquarters  Army  and  Distp.iot  of  North  Carolina,') 


By  virtue  of  Special  Orders,  No.  109,  part  VI  of  the  19th  inst., 
from  Department  Headquarters,  the  undersigned  is  relieved 
from  the  command  in  North  Carolina.  Since  the  order  was  issued 
prior  to  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  enemy's  operations  in 
the  State,  he  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  remain  so  loag  as  the 
present  danger  shall  continue. 

Many  of  the  troops  have  been  in  the  field  from  the  outbreak  of 
the  revolution,  and  were  with  Burnside  or  Foster  at  Roanoke, 
Newbern,  Macon,  and  Goldsboro;  others  were  with  the  command- 
ing General  at  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  in  Seven 
Days  before  Richmond,  on  the  Blackwater,  and  at  Suffolk.  During 
the  past  nine  months  the  command  has  been  small,  but  very 
active,  and  has  added  Newbern,  Batehelors  Creek,  Plymouth,  and 
many  other  names  of  lesser  note  to  that  list  already  inscribed  in 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  Of  such  officers  and  men,  the 
commanding  general  is  justly  proud,  and  he  separates  from  them 
with  deep  and  lasting  regret.  It  is  a  pleasing  reflection  that  the 
district  will  be  commanded  by  General  Palmer,  an  officer  of  dis- 
tinguished service,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  North  Carolina. 

The  occasion  is  embraced  to  thank  Commander  Davenport,  the 
officers  and  sailors  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  of  the  revenue  service, 
and  Colonel  Heaton  and  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
for  that  prompt,  cordial  and  patriotic  support  which  has  always 
been  entended  to  the  army. 

JOHN  J.  PECK,  Major-General, 

In  consequence  of  a  violent  injury  which  he  received  while  at 
Suffolk,  and  continued  and  severe  ill-health,  acting  upon  the 
urgent  advice  of  the  medical  director,  he  now  returned  to  his 
home.  He  remained  there  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  so  much 
needed  until  the  5th  of  July,  when  he  was  assigned  to  dut}'  as 
"  second  in  command  '}  of  the  Department  of  the  East.  He  was 
selected  for  this  position  by  General  Dix,  who  had  previously 
earnestly  desired  the  War  Department  to  relieve  him  from  duty 
in  North  Carolina,  that  he  might  be  assigned  to  this  post.  Ap- 
prehensions of  disturbance   in   the  execution  of  the   draft  were 
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entertained,  and  the  prudence  which  had  characterized  Peek's  pre- 
vious career,  commended  him  for  these  delicate  and  most  respon- 
sible duties.     No  disturbances,  however,  occurred. 

About  the  time  of  the  last  presidential  election,  fears  prevailed 
of  raids  from  Canada  upon  our  lake  towns.  General  Peck  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  defenses  of  the  frontier.  lie  made  a 
tour  of  inspection  of  the  towns  and  defenses  on  the  lakes.  At 
Buffalo  he  issued  the  following  order  : 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  the  Frontier,  ) 
Buffalo,  JSfov.  7th,  1864.      ) 

Genera!  Ordcre,  \ 
No.  1.  $ 

In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
Department  of  the  East,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the 
forces  on  this  frontier. 

The  government  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  exposed  condi- 
tion of  this  portion  of  its  territory,  now  menaced  by  piratical 
raiders.  The  authorities  have  been  slow  to  believe  that  any  con- 
siderable body  of  rebels  would  assemble  in  Canada  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  murdering  and  pillaging  in  undefended  towns  along 
the  border;  such,  however,  is  the  fact,  and  rumor  says  that  plans 
have  been  matured  for  the  commission  of  crimes  of  a  blacker 
character  than  have  marked  any  former  civilization. 

Major-General  Dix  has  made  the  most  ample  preparations  for 
any  emergency.  My  mission  is  to  insure  full  protection  to  the 
frontier,  and  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  maintaining  public 
order.     No  interference  with  the  elections  will  be  permitted. 

Communications  from  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  local- 
ities along  the  Central  railroad  and  on  Lake  Ontario  will  receive 
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attention.     All  orders  from  Department  Headquarters  will  remain 
in  force,  and  reports  will  be  made  as  heretofore. 

JOHN  J.  PECK,  Major-General 
Col.  II.  S.  Burton,  Chief  of  Staff;  Lieut.  J.  S.  MgVey,  Aid. 


No  difficulties  occurred.     In  November  he  issued  the  foil 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  the  Frontier, 
Syracuse ^JSTov.  loV/^,  1^64. 

General  Orders,  ) 
No.   3.  $ 

Early  in  November  the  undersigned  was  assigned  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  frontier  most  exposed  to  rebel  raiders  and  to  the  com- 
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niancl  of  which  the  greatest  responsibility  was  attached.  Having 
carried  out  his  instructions,  and  received  the  approbation  of  Major- 
General  Dix,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  East,  the  com- 
manding general  deems  his  presence  on  the  frontier  no  longer 
necessary. 

The  general  returns  his  thanks  for  the  earnest  support  which 
he  has  received  from  the  civil  and  military  authorities  and  all 
good  citizens.  The  officers  of  his  staff  have  been  unremitting  in 
their  duties  and  deserve  mention. 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  PECK,  Major-General 

At  the  time  of  the  assassination  of  the  President,  General  Peck 
was  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  East.  He  immediately 
issued  the  following  order  : 

IlEADQUAliTEKS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EAST, 

New  York  Cut,  April  loth,  1865. 

General  Orders,  ) 
No.  29.  S 

The  major-general  in  command,  with  the  deepest  sorrow,  an- 
nounces to  the  Department  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  armies  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
died  this  morning  at  7:20.  Commanding  officers  of  the  different 
posts  and  camps  in  this  department  will,  on  the  day  following  the 
receipt  of  this  order,  cause  a  gun  to  be  fired  at  every  half  hour, 
beginning  at  sunrise,  and  ending  at  sunset.  The  flags  will  be  kept 
at  half-staff,  from  sunrise  to  sunset  each  day,  until  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  funeral  obsequies  at  the  Capitol,  or  until  further 
instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Peck, 

1).  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 
Col.  and  Ass't.  Mfl.-General. 

He  addressed,  in  appropriate  terms,  the  great  meeting  in  Wall 
street,  and  otherwise,  as  seemed  proper,  paid  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Chief  Magistrate. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  18G5,  the  citizens  of  New  York  com- 
memorated, at  the  Academy  of  Music,  by  appropriate  exercises, 
the  raising,  by  General  Anderson,  of  the  flag  of  the  Union  over 
Fort  Sumter.  General  Peck  was  president  of  the  day,  and 
delivered  on  this  interesting  occasion  a  short  address. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  he  participated  in  the  celebration  in  New 
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!York,  in  honor  of  our  glorious  victories,  and  on  the  7th  of  June 
in  the  ovation  to  General  Grant.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  he  was 
the  guest  of  the  State,  and  in  company  with  Governor  Fenton, 
General  Grant,  and  other  distinguished  citizens  and  soldiers,  wit- 
nessed the  presentation  by  the  New  York  volunteers  to  their  State, 
of  nearly  three  hundred  battle-flags,  colors  and  guidons. 

During  the  war,  General  Peck  declined  repeated  and  urgent 
invitations  to  take  part  in  the  political  contests.  In  the  elections 
of  the  fall  of  1865,  he  declared  his  allegiance  to  the  Union  party, 
and  approved  the  reconstruction  plan  of  the  President. 


BREVET  BRIG.-GEX.  HENRY  BAGG  MORSE. 


lroung,  enthusiabtic,  fearless,  deeply  interested,  from  the  outset, 
in  the  motives,  measures  and  movements  of  the  great  rebellion, 
an  ardent  love  of  free  institutions  :  it  seemed  no  strange  thing 
for  Mr.  Morse,  early  to  respond  in  person  to  the  call  of  Govern- 
ment. Yielding  not  to  the  wooings  of  pleasure,  the  clajms  of 
business,  the  tears  of  friends — all  so  fully  felt — he,  in  July,  1862, 
decided  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  principles,  his  country, 
and  humanity.  He  resolved,  moreover,  not  to  "go  to  the  wars  " 
alone,  single-handed. 

Having  obtained  the  necessary  authority   from  Governor  Mor- 
gan,, he  at  once  began  to  recruit,  and,  with  characteristic  energy, 
rode  day  and  night  through  Madison  county,  soliciting,  begging, 
firing  men  to  enlist  in  the  good  cause.     In  less  than  a  fortnight, 
J  he  had  raised  one   hundred   and    forty   (140)  men.     With  these, 

after  receiving  a  silken  flag,  and  richly  mounted  sword,  and  the 
farewell  addresses,  benedictions  and  prayers  of  hundreds  assembled 
from  his  native  town  (Eaton)  and  neighboring  towns,  he  reported 
August  12th,  at  Norwich,  the  rendezvous  of  the  Madison,  Chenango 

!and  Otsego  regiment. 
Here  much  trouble  arose,  from  the  fact  of  his  men  being  in 
large  excess  of  the  maximum  company  number,  and  all  claiming 
and  demanding  to  be  mustered  into  his  company.  This  was  at 
length  adjusted.  On  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Smith,  Mr. 
Morse  was  promoted  almost  immediately  from  the  office  of  captain 
of  Company  "  D"  to  that  of  major  ;  thus  ranking  by  commission 
from  His  Excellency  Governor  Morgan,  dated  August  13th,  1862. 
It  is  due  to  him  to  say,  that  Captain  Morse  would  not  accept  such 
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promotion,  until   his  company,  who  clung  to  him  as  a  friend   and 
brother,  had  voted  their  reluctant  acquiesenee  to- the  step. 

On  September  6th,  the  rendezvous  at  Norwich  was  broken 
up,  and  the  regiment  proceeded  to  Binghamton,  where  they 
cnjo3'ed  a  reception,  with  speeches  by  Mr.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson, 
and  others,  etc.;  thence  via  Elmira  to  Baltimore.  Here  they 
went  into  encampment  at  Camp  Belger,  and  spent  two  months 
drilling,  doing  guard  duty  at  hospitals  in  and  about  the  city,  pre- 
serving the  peace  at  elections,  etc.  A  single  sentence  dated  at 
■this  place,  evinces  tlie  soldier,  the  patriot,  the  son.  The  regiment 
was  ordered  on  a  certain  occasion,  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a 
moments  notice,  with  five  days  rations,  it  was  supposed  for 
Chambersburg.  Major  Morse  writes  :  "If  we  meet  the  enemy, 
1  hope  to  do  my  duty,  as  I  know  my  mother  would  have  me,  and 
so  that  she  can  be  proud  of  her  soldier-boy."  Again,  when 
embarked,  November  6th,  on  steamship  Atlantic  of  General 
Bank's  southward  bound  fleet,  in  his  parting  letter  to  "  home, 
friends  and  everything  dear,"  he  says:  "It  requires  all  a  man's 
patriotism,  at  times,  to  reconcile  him  to  the  giving  up  of  all  these, 
and  we  have  to  remember  that  it  is  for  these  we  go  forth,  before 
we  can,  with  a  strong  heart,  say  good-by." 

Of  the  tempestuous  passage  of  the  expedition,  which  finally  left 
Fortress  Monroe,  December  4th;  of  the  wreck,  rescue,  and  deten- 
tion at  Port  Royal,  of  a  part  of  the  fleet,  including  a  portion  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  ;  of  the  arrival  of  the  Atlantic, 
on  board  of  which  was  Major  Morse  and  three  companies,  at  Ship 
island,  about  the  middle  of  December,  and  the  wearisome  lying 
off  and  on  that  barren  and  desolate  spot ;  and  of  his  final  arrival 
at  New  Orleans,  December  25th,  we  only  make  mention. 

A  break  in  the  file  of  letters,  from  which  we  are  gleaning,  pre- 
vents any  record  of  events,  personal  or  regimental,  for  a  few 
weeks.  He  was,  however,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  other  com- 
panies of  his  regiment,  and  the  remainder  of  the  expedition.  Early 
in  February,  Major  Morse  was  detailed  on  a  Board  of  Prison  Inspec- 
tion, whose  duties  are  described  as  below,  "I  came  to  the  city 
(New  Orleans)  last  Thursday,  the  12th  February,  and  have  since 
been  acting  in  my  new  place.  In  such  times  as  these,  when  mar- 
tial law  is  paramount,  many  persons  are  imprisoned  upon  slight 
accusations  and  often  without  having  any  hearing  in  their  case. 

';  It  has  been  so  in  this  department  and  there  are  now  a  lar^e 
number  confined  at  Fort  Pickens,  Ship  Island,  Baton  Pou^e,  and 
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in  the  prisons  in  this  city,  some  also  have  been  exiled  to  foreign 
countries.  The  object  of  the  prison  board  is  to  obtain  what  facts 
they  can  in  regard  to  these  persons,  their  alleged  crimes,  and  their 
imprisonment,  and  report  these  facts  to  General  Banks,  with  recom- 
mendation for  release  or  otherwise. 

"We  have  all  kinds  of  cases  before  us,  from  murder  down  to 
using  treasonable  language,  and  petty  acts  of  smuggling.  Many 
of  these  persons  have  been  confined  months,  and  we  are  beset 
daily  by  wives,  mothers,  and  friends,  to  investigate  their  cases, 
and  procure  their  release.  You  can  imagine  we  have  a  good  many 
hard  stories  in  the  course  of  a  day. 

"Many  are  foreign  subjects,  and  the  consuls  of  the  different  gov- 
ernments, making  demands  at  Washington  for  their  release,  brings 
a  pressure  from  that  direction,  Taking  all  together,  we  find  the 
duties  pretty  arduous.  The  board  is  expected  to  visit  all  the 
prisons  in  the  department,  and  make  a  report  upon  their  manage- 
ment and  condition.  It  certainly  is  different  business  from  what 
I  have  been  used  to,  and  one  that  I  am  not  really  fitted  for.  I 
think  I  shall  try  to  get  relieved  and  go  back  to  the  regiment.  I 
suppose  I  have  the  '  ropes  '  now,  so  that  I  might  permanently  bet- 
ter my  position,  if  I  thought  best,  but  I  feel  in  duty  bound  to 
stay  with  those  with  whom  I  started,  and  as  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  win  their  confidence,  I  wish  to  be  worthy  of  it."  He 
adds:  "You  write  me  from  home  that  you  have  'good  reports  of 
me.'  Nothing  could  be  more  pleasant  than  to  believe  that  those 
you  love,  think  you  have  done  well.  I  have  to  thank  you 
and  father,  and  those  who  made  my  home  so  pleasant,  for 
the  training  that  fitted  me  to  bear  my  part  with  credit.  I  hope 
my  life  may  always  be  a  tribute  of  thanks  to  you,  and  that  I  may 
in  a  measure  repay  you,  by  aiding  to  make  your  declining  years 
happy." 

Excursion   of  the   One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  N.  Y.  S.  V.}  to 
the  "  Teche"  region  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orleans,  April  19tf,  18 03. 

As  you  have  not  heard  from  me  in  quite  a  long  time,  and  may 
be  feeling  some  anxiety,  I  will  write  you  a  few  lines  to-day.  I 
should  have  written  you  sooner,  but  as  I  was  going  to  make  an 
excursion  into  the  country,  I  deferred  so  doing  until  my  return. 

The  rebels  have  had  a  force  of  from  five  to  twelve  thousand 
men.  at  a  place  called  "Camp  Bisland,"  about  sixteen  miles  above 


• 
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Brashear  city  on  the  li  Teche."  They  had  strongly  entrenched 
themselves  there,  and  caused  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  by  send- 
ing out  parties  to  attack  us,  wherever  we  had  a  weak  point. 

General  Banks  formed  a  plan  to  surround  them  and  capture  the 
whole  party,  by  sending  out  General  Graver  with  a  force  of  thir- 
teen regiments  above,  to  intercept  their  retreat,  while  General 
Weitzel's  brigade,  and  General  Emory's  division  were  to  drive 
them  from  their  fortifications. 

Wishing  to  share  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  expedition 
with  the  boys  of  our  regiment,  and  as  I  had  promised  to  be  with 
them  when  the  day  of  trial  came,  I  procured  leave  of  absence  for 
ten  days  from  my  duties  here,  (Major  Morse  has  been  for  several 
weeks  in  New  Orleans,  acting  on  a  commission  of  investigation, 
relative  to  General  Butler's  imprisonment  for  political  offences.) 
On  Tuesday  night  I  went  to  Brashear  city  and  joined  the  regi- 
ment. Wednesday  we  were  busy  making  preparations  to  leave. 
In  the  afternoon  General  Banks  came  up,  and  Ave  furuished  him  a 
company  from  our  regiment  as  a  guard.  Thursday  we  crossed 
the  bay,  five  regiments  of  General  Weitzel's  brigade,  with  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  and  two  batteries  of  six  guns  each,  also 
General  Emory's  division  of  twelve  regiments,  with  one  or  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  and  one  or  two  batteries.  Friday  we  waited 
all  day  for  General  G  rover  to  get  his  division  aboard  the  boats, 
and  started  around  the  lake.  Our  cavalry  were  engaged  all  day 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  in  plain  sight. 
Saturday  about  noon  we  got  in  motion,  General  Weitzel's  brigade 
took  the  advance,  and  held  it  every  day,  and  we  being  the  second 
regiment  in  the  brigade,  were  always  among  the  foremost  when 
there  was  any  fun.  It  was  hard  for  one  brigade,  as  we  had  all 
the  skirmishing  to  do,  but  General  Weitzers  knowledge  of  the 
country  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  take  the  lead,  and  as  it  was 
the  post  of  honor,  we  wore  glad  to  be  there.  Our  position  as  a 
regiment,  was  to  support  one  of  the  batteries.  We  marched  about 
eleven  miles  this  day,  the  enemy  occasionally  throwing  shot  and 
shell  to  retard  our  progress.  Sunday  our  progress  was  slow, 
marching  in  line  of  battle  all  the  way,  and  doing  a  good  deal  of 
skirmishing.  We  had  made  only  about  five  miles  at  live  o'clock 
r.  m.j  we  were  then  marching  with  a  part  of  three  regiments,  the 
Seventy-fifth  New  York  on  our  right,  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixtieth  on  our  left  ;  the  battery  which  we  supported,  being  right 
behind  our  regiment.     At  this  hour  a  shell  passed  over  our  heads 
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bitting  two  of  the  battery  horses,  and  then  followed  a  perfect 
shower  of  shot  and  shell.  We  found  we  were  right  under  the 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  who  also  had  a  gun-boat  in  the  bayou  near. 
from  which  they  did  some  capital  firing.  As  good  luck,  or  as  I 
should  have  said,  a  kind  Providence  would  have  it,  we  came  to  a 
ditch  about  three  feet  deep,  into  which  we  plunged  in  double 
quick  order  ;  there  we  lay  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  shot  and 
shell  raining  around  us,  while  our  own  battery  behind,  hand- 
somely responded  over  our  heads,  and  so  near  that  at  every  dis- 
charge the  smoke  blew  down  into  our  "last  ditch." 

But  presently  ammunition  for  our  batteries  failed,  and  we  were 
forced  to  retire  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  where  we  lay 
down  supperless,  as  no  fire  could  be  allowed  for  coffee.  Monday 
morning  we  got  our  coffee  and  hard  bread,  made  an  early  start, 
and  by  ten  o'clock  had  driven  the  enemy  to  their  earthworks.  We 
then  secured  a  position  in  a  cane  field,  next  to  a  pieee  of  woods, 
where  our  battery  could  work  to  advantage  ;  here  we  staid  all 
the  afternoon,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Toward  night  they 
attacked  us  in  strong  force,  trying  to  drive  us  back,  sending  the 
bullets  among  us  like  hailstones,  but  we  lay  in  the  rows  between 
the  cane,  firing  as  we  had  opportunity  and  held  our  own. 

Several  of  our  boys  were  wounded  here  ;  one  of  them  lying  in  the 
row  right  next  to  me,  was  shot  through  the  brain,  killing  him 
instantly.  We  held  our  position  until  dark,  and  were  then  ordered 
to  retire  about  half  a  mile,  and  other  regiments  were  put  in  the 
advance,  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  rest.  Without  any  supper 
we  lay  down  in  the  cane  and  slept  well. 

Tuesday  morning  we  were  called  at  four  and  a-half  o'clock,  and 
were  told  we  might  have  a  few  moments  to  make  our  coffee  and 
cat  our  hard  tack.  Then  we  were  to  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
works  and  take  them  by  storm.  We  had  hardly  started  our  lines, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  fled  during  the  night. 
We  were  ordered  immediately  to  the  advance,  to  give  them  chase. 
We  followed  them  twelve  miles  that  day,  expecting  Geu.  Grover 
would  stop  them  at  Franklin,  but  they  were  too  smart  for  him,  fight- 
ing him  with  a  part  of  their  force  on  one  road,  while  the  main  body 
escaped  by  another.  We  were  very  much  disappointed,  but  it 
was  decided  to  give  chase,  and  we  stopped  for  the  night  about  a 
mile  beyond  Franklin  to  arrange  a  new  plan.  "We  captured  some 
four  or  five  hundred  prisoners  this  day,  and  forced  the  enemy  to 
blow    up    their    gunboat  Diana.     Our   men  were,  however,  so 
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exhausted  by  hanger  and  fatigue,  that  they  stopped  all  along  the 
road,  and  when  we  reached  Franklin,  we  had  only  about  three 
hundred  men  in  our  regiment,  but  most  of  them  came  up  that 
night,  and  we  fed  them  on  chickens,  turkeys,  geese,  beef,  mutton, 
&c. 

Wednesday  morning  we  started  early  and  marched  eighteen 
miles,  Giover's  division  falling  in  the  rear,  and  made  a  column  of 
about  five  miles  long,  as  we  had  to  march  much  of  the  time  through 
woods,  cornfields,  &c.,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could 
get  them  along.  We  came  so  close  to  the  rebels  that  night,  that 
on  the  plantation  where  we  stopped,  we  found  a  dinnei\prepared 
for  about  fifty  officers,  which  in  their  hurry  they  had  forgotten  to 
eat ;  as  it  was  yet  warm  our  boys  appropriated  it.  The  next  day, 
Thursda}',  we  made  another  early  start,  and  marched  about  twenty 
miles.  The  rebels  made  a  short  stand  at  Newr  Iberia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  property,  but  our  cavalry  charged  upon  them 
and  they  left  in  a  hurry.  We  found  the  streets  lined  with  cotton 
and  cotton  burning.  These  two  days  we  took  a  good  many 
prisoners,  and  some  guns.  We  were  so  near  the  enemy,  all  the 
while,  as  to  exchange  shot  and  shell  with  them  every  little  while. 

Friday  the  army  started  on  again  about  6  a.  m.,  but  as  my  fur- 
lough had  expired,  and  there  was  no  prospect  of  the  enemy  stop- 
ping to  give  battle,  I  turned  my  face  toward  New  Orleans.  After 
a  hot  and  dusty  ride  of  sixty  good  long  miles,  I  reached  Brashear 
city  about  dark  that  night.  I  will  only  add  that  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fourteenth  did  itself  credit;  a  good  many  told  me  that,  for  a 
regiment  that  had  never  been  under  fire,  it  stood  splendidly. 

April  20 — The  country  on  the  Teche  is  the  most  beautiful  I 
have  seen  in  the  south.  The  land  lies  above  the  surface  of  the 
rivers  and  bayous,  so  that  there  is  no  need  of  building  levees. 
The  soil  is  very  rich,  and  all  the  plantations  show  wealth.  The 
country  reminds  me  of  that  about  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Franklin  and 
New  Iberia  have  each  from  two  to  three  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
look  much  like  northern  villages.  There  are  large  quantities  of 
sugar  and  molasses  all  through  that  country,  which  will  be  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Government;  also  mules  and  horses,  of  which 
we  were  in  much  need  in  this  department.  Cattle,  sheep  and  corn 
abound,  but  flour  was  worth  two  hundred  ($200)  dollars  per 
barrel,  and  only  rarely  a  few  pounds  to  be  found  in  a  family.  We 
found  a  foundry  near  Franklin,  where  the  rebels  had  left  quite  a 
quantity  of  cannon  balls,   and  another  near  Xew  Iberia,   where 
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there  was  a  large  quantity  of  ball  and  shell.  At  the  latter  place 
there  was  a  large  slaughter-house  owned  by  the  Confederate  gov- 
ment,  where  there  were  large  quantities  of  beef  and  pork  packed 
ready  for  shipment.  Here  too,  are  the  rebel  salt-works,  where  is 
manufactured  a  great  deal  of  salt.  We  did  not  visit  them,  but 
our  possession  of  the  country  cuts  them  off  from  Port  Hudson,  and 
gives  us  their  control.  Our  prisoners  report  that  the  rebels  all 
fled  from  them  at  our  approach. 

By  the  way  these  salt-works  are  a  great  curiosity.  They  are 
on  an  island  in  a  little  bay;  on  digging  a  few  feet  below  the  sur- 
face they  strike  a  salt  rock,  which  they  blast  or  quarry  out  as  we 
would  stone.  This  rock  is  very  saline,  and  resembles  exactly  our 
rock-salt. 

When  I  left  the  regiment,  last  Friday,  it  was  not  known  how 
far  the  army  would  go,  but  it  was  thought  they  would  go  to  the 
Red  River,  one  hundred  miles  from  New:  Iberia.  I  would  most 
gladly  have  gone  on,  but  as  my  furlough  was  more  than  up,  and 
there  was  no  prospect  of  lighting,  I  reluctantly  returned. 

The  boys  were  very  foot  sore,  but  traveled  full  as  easy  the  last 
day  I  was  with  them  as  any  before.  I  cannot  tell  how  many  of 
our  boys  were  wounded — only  two  of  my  knowledge  fatally,  both 
in  the  head.  One  was  from  the  Oxford  Co.,  the  other,  William 
Robert  from  Nelson  Flats.  The  latter  was  alive  the  last  I  knew 
of  him,  but  the  doctor  said  he  could  live  only  a  short  time.  He 
was  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals,  but  in  the  excitement  of  the  fight 
and  the  hurry  of  the  forced  march  afterward,  my  duties  were  such 
that,  very  much  to  my  regret,  I  lost  track  of  him.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  boys  had  narrow  escapes — bullet  holes  through  their 
blankets,  canteens,  etc.  As  for  myself,  I  do  not  think  any  bullets 
or  pieces  of  shell  came  within  six  inches  of  me. 

I  feel  proud  of  our  regiment;  almost  every  ono  showed  himself 
a  man  and  a  soldier.  There  will  always  be  some  in  every  regu 
merit  to  fall  in  the  rear  when  the  hour  of  trial  comes,  and  they 
are  almost  invariably  the  ones  from  whom  you  would  least  expect 
such  conduct. 

April  23d — I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Col.  Smith, 
saying  he  had  been  sent  from  the  front  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourteeth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, in  charge  of  property,  and  that  he  was  going  into  camp  at 
Brashcar  City  again. 

You  at  the  North,  iu  the  prosperity  of  business,  and  the  rcgu- 
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larity  with  which  everything  runs  along,  hardly  realize  that  there 
is  a  war,  except  when  some  home  is  made  sad  by  the  loss  of  a 
friend.  But  here  at  the  South  it  is  entirely  different.  War  with 
all  its  horrors  is  carried  right  to  the  hearthstones,  in  the  breaking 
up  of  homes,  the  destruction  of  property,  the  stopping  of  all  the 
wheels  of  civil  life,  which  give  peace,  safety,  and  prosperity. 
The  curse  falls  heavily  where  it  belongs,  but  the  innocent  must 
suffer  in  a  measure,  also,  and  after  these  days  of  bloodshed  are 
over,  we  must  have  a  time  of  financial  embarrassment.  But  there 
is  no  country  under  the  sun  that  will  recuperate  faster,  or  rise  to 
higher  honor  than  our  own,  when  we  establish  on  a  firm  basis,  the 
glorious  government  for  which  we  are  gladly  fighting. 

Letter  from  Major  Morse. 

Democratic  IxEruBLicAx,  ) 

Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  May  Uth,  1SG3.  J 

The  letter  we  publish  this  week  from  Major  Morse,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourteenth  regiment,  now  under  General  Banks  in 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  we  think  will  be  interesting  to  our 
readers.  It  was  by  no  means  intended  for  publication,  but  is  a 
private  letter  to  his  brother,  who  kindly  permitted  us  to  publish 
it. — \Ed.  Republican.] 

I  have  just  returned  to  this  city  (New  Orleans,  June  17th,  1SG3) 
from  before  Port  Hudson.  The  great  topic  of  interest  here  now 
is  the  movement  of  General  Banks  against  Port  Hudson.  There 
was  a  heavy  battle  there  on  the  27th  of  May,  when  our  troops 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  into  their  works,  and  surrounding 
them  completely.  Our  loss  that  day  was  heavy,  and  many  of  my 
friends,  made  at  Baltimore  and  since  coming  here,  were  killed. 

Our  (One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth)  regiment  was  then  on  the 
way  to  Port  Hudson,  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  this  battle,  and  that 
there  must  be  more  severe  fighting  before  the  place  could  be  taken, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  join  our  boys  and  share  their  fortunes.  So  I 
left  my  duties  (Board  of  Prison  Inspection)  here  and  went  on  with 
them.  "We  joined  our  old  brigade  (Weitzel's)  on  Sunday,  the 
31st  alt.,  and  were  put  to  work  sharpshooting  from  rifle-pits, 
within  speaking  distance  of  the  enemy's  works.  Here  we  lay  for 
two  weeks,  busy  shooting  as  many  of  the  rebels  as  possible,  dig- 
ging ditches  and  cutting  roads  through  the  woods  up  to  the 
works.  Rather  lively  and  difficult  business,  as  you  may  well 
imagine,  under  a  constant  fire   of  shells  and  bullets.     Meanwhile 
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the  whole  army  were  engaged  in  planting  large  guns  and  mortars, 
and  trying  to  see  how  much  lead  and  iron  they  could  scatter 
among  the  enemy,  in  return  of  compliment.  Such  another  two 
weeks  I  hope  never  to  see  again. 

During  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  last  (loth  inst.),  our  gunboats 
on  the  river,  and  all  of  our  guns  and  mortars  on  land,  opened  in 
full  fire,  making  one  of  the  most  imposing  sights  I  ever  beheld, 
or  ever  expect  to  behold.  In  the  afternoon,  Gen.  Banks  sent  in  a 
flag  of  truce,  demanding  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  place. 
But  Gen.  Gardner,  the  commandant,  sent  reply  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  defend  the  place. 

Our  army  immediately  commenced  making  preparations  for  an 
assault, 

I  can  only  relate  the  part  that  our  brigade  acted  in  this  movement. 
Gen.  "VYeitzeljWho  formerly  commanded  our  brigade,  now  commands 
our  division,  and  Col.  E.  B.  Smith  (who  after  a  few  weeks'  illness, 
reported  for  duty  that  day)  of  our  regiment,  as  senior  colonel  was 
put  in  command  of  the  brigade.  Five  companies  of  our  regiment 
were  to  remain  and  keep  possession  of  our  rifle-pits,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  Colonel  For.  Lee,  and  I  had  my  choice  of  live  companies 
from  the  regiment  to  go  with  the  brigade  as  assaulting  party. 
[We  may  here  note,  what  Major  Morse  never  mentioned,  the 
manner  of  his  assignment  to  and  acceptance  of  the  post  of  honor 
and  danger.  Before  the  action,  the  acting  colonel  of  the  rcgi- 
ment  said,  as  we  are  informed,  something  as  follows  :  "  Major, 
these  pits  are  to  be  defended,  and  those  works  are  to  be  assaulted, 
you  may  take  your  choice. "  A  moment's  thought,  and  the  reply 
was,  "  Give  me  my  choice  of  men,  and  I  will  lead  the  assault."] 

V\re  started  about  twelve  o'clock  Saturday  night  and  went  to  a 
ravine,  where  we  had  previously  cut  a  road,  and  about  day  light 
commenced  an  advance,  up  the  raviue,  in  the  following  order  : 
The  Seventy-fifth  New  York  and  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volunteers 
wrere  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  drive  in  the  enem\-'s  pickets. 
Next  came  the  Ninety-first  New  York  Volunteers,  with  hand-gren- 
ades to  throw  over  the  breastworks  and  start  the  enemy  up  where 
we  could  see  them.  Then  a  Maine  regiment,  with  cotton  bags 
to  fill  up  the  ditch  before  their  works,  so  that  we  could  pass 
over.  Then  came  the  Eighth  Vermont,  the  five  companies  under 
my  command,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, to  do  the  heavy  work.  The  skirmishers  did  their  part 
well,  but  the  regiments  with  the  hand-grenades  and  cotton  bags 
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found  the  fire  too  hot  for  them,  and  failed  to  accomplish  their  part 
of  the  programme.  Now  came  our  storming  party,  and  we  tried 
to  make  amends  for  what  the  others  failed  to  do.  As  we  came 
up  out  of  the  ravine,  we  had  to  charge  some  two  or  three  rods 
over  a  hank,  where  we  were  exposed  to  the  full  fire  of  the  enemy, 
into  a  ditch  about  eight  feet  wide  and  eight  deep,  through  which 
the  enemy  sent  their  fire  lengthwise,  and  in  every  direction  ;  and 
thx^n  to  climb  out  of  that  ditch  over  into  the  enemy's  works. 

We  charged  up  to  the  ditch  and  into  the  ditch,  but  farther  we 
could  not  get  Three  times  we  charged,  but  it  was  no  use — the 
same  sweeping  fire  met  us,  cutting  the  men  down  as  a  hail- 
storm cuts  the  sprouting  corn.  We  were  engaged  but  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  and  eighty  of  the  men  I  led  up  lay  killed  and 
wounded  about  me.  Those  not  engaged  in  carrying  off  the 
wounded  crawled  into  the  ravine  and  behind  stumps,  and  held 
our  position  until  night,  when  they  were  withdrawn.  I  was 
wounded  at  the  first  charge  with  a  buck  shot  in  my  ankle,  which 
soon  became  so  weak  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field.  Had 
the  cotton  bags  been  thrown  into  the  ditch,  as  was  intended,  I 
think  we  should  have  gone  over  the  works,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
tell.  Five  companies  of  nobler,  braver  men  were  never  led  into 
battle.  Every  time  that  I  asked  them  if  they  were  ready,  the  cry 
was  "yesl"  and  when  I  gave  the  word  they  started.  On  the  last 
charge,  when  my  ankle  failed  me,  some  of  them  rushed  past  me 
and  into  the  ditch  ;   but  it  was  no  use. 

Colonel  Smith,  who  led  the  brigade  in,  was  wounded  just  as 
we  made  the  first  charge.  His  wound  is,  I  think,  mortal,  and 
he  will  probably  survive  but  a  few  days.  He  will  be  brought  to 
this  city  to-morrow.  He  proved  himself  a  brave  man,  and  his 
death  will  be  deeply  lamented  by  many  friends  in  this  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  by  the  large  circle  at  home.  I  will  send  you  a 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  which  I  would  like  published  for 
the  information  of  friends. 

June  20th, — Colonel  Smith  died  yesterday  morning  at  one 
o'clock,  five  days  after  he  was  wounded.  He  felt  from  the  first 
that  his  wound  was  mortal,  and  talked  very  freely  about  the 
change  that  must  come.  He  said  that  life  was  very  pleasant  to 
him,  and  that  he  always  thought  he  enjoyed  it  more  than  the  most 
of  men,  but  he  was  ready  to  die.  He  had  tried  hard  to  do  his 
duty  and  he  had  no  fears  for  the   future.     lie  only  felt  solicitudo 
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on  account  of  his  family,  upon  whom  the  blow  would  fall  so 
heavily. 

He  suffered  a  great  deal,  but  was  very  patient  and  pleasant  all 
the  time.  His  remains  were  brought  to  the  city  this  morning, 
and,  in  a  few  days,  when  suitably  prepared,  will  be  sent  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Pellet  to  Norwich,  the  residence  of  both. 

In  Colonel  Smith  I  lose  a  friend  whom  I  had  learned  to  love 
and  respect  very  much.  From  the  time  I  first  set  out  to  raise  my 
company,  onward,  he  has  always  shown  an  interest  in  and  warm 
friendship  towards  me.  He  made  me  a  confidant,  and  always 
assisted  and  counseled  me  as  far  as  he  could,  in  everything  and 
every  wa}r.     I  shall  miss  him  very  much." 

It  was  more  than  four  weeks  from  the  stirring  and  sorrowful 
events  above  recorded,  before  Major  Morse  was  able  to  report  for 
duty.  His  wound,  after  the  extracting  of  the  shot  from  near  the 
ankle-joint,  proved  painful  and  slow  in  healing.  But  the  tedium 
of  invalid  life  was  relieved  by  the  society  of  brother  officers,  alike 
invalided,  and  by  the  kind  and  delicate  courtesies  of  friends  from 
the  city.  July  14th  finds  him,  by  aid  of  slippers,  crutches  and 
carriage,  at  the  City  Hall,  essaying  once  again  the  duties  of  his 
prison  commission. 

These,  with  frequent  visits  to  the  camp,  and  the  labors  of  two 
court  martials — over  one  of  which  he  presided — fully  occupied 
his  time  and  strength  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  He  was  also 
present  on  the  ludicrously  unsuccessful  Sabine  Pass  expedition  of 
September.  In  command  of  the  regiment  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  he  issued  the  following  order  : 

Headquarters  114th  Pegbient  N.  Y.  V.,  Ix  the  Field, 
Near  New  Iberia,  La.,  Jan.  1st,  1864. 

General  Orders  \ 
No.  1.  ) 

Another  year  having  drawn  to  a  close,  it  is  deemed  proper  to 
review  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  around  us,  and  to 
mark  the  results,  as  well  as  note  the  impress  which  the  hand  of 
time  has  made.  A  little  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed  since  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  regiment  pledged  its  fortunes  under 
the  banner  of  the  gallant  Banks,  and  landed  on  the  shores  of 
Louisiana.  Since  that  time  the  history  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  has  been  its  history.  Since  April,  1863,  the  regiment  has 
been  on  one  unbroken  campaign,  and  has  invariably  been  where 

[Assem.  No.  148.]  23 


Total  casualties  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  . 

1863 21  299 


But  with  all  these  losses  there  has  been  much  gained.  In  this 
department,  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  stronghold,  Port  Hudson; 
the  occupancy  of  the  vast  tract  of  country  in  Western  Louisiana; 
the  opening  of  the  Mississippi:  and  last,  the  recent  victories  in 
Texas,  admonish  us  that  it  has  been  a  year  of  advancement  in  our 
cause,  and  of  the  prosperity  of  our  interests.     This  refers  not  only 
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the  duty  has  been  most  onerous.  In  its  three  expeditions  up  the 
Techc,  it  has  marched  over  nine  hundred  and  fifty  miles — much  of 
the  time  under  the  burning  sun  of  a  southern  summer. 

In  its  engagements,  the  battle  of  Bisland  and  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson  will  ever  be  memorable,  as  well  the  part  it  acted  alone  in 
checking  the  rebel  raid  at  Franklin,  in  May  last,  which  called 
upon  it  commendatory  orders  from  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
force  escorting  an  immense  and  valuable  train  to  Berwick's  Bay. 
It  has  borne  well  its  part,  and  never,  having  been  called,  was 
found  wanting. 

But,  in  its  victories,  it  has  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
those  who  were  prominent  in  its  interests,  who  gave  it  character 
and  standing,  but  who  have  gone  to  the  land  of  heroes. 

Soldiers  !  It  is  not  inappropriate  to  give  a  passing  tribute  to 
those  brave  officers  and  men  who  yielded  up  their  lives  on  the  14th 
of  June,  in  that  fatal  charge  at  Port  Hudson.  The  lamented 
Colonel  Smith,  whose  interest  in  his  regiment  was  akin  to  that  of 
himself;  the  youthful  Captain  Tucker,  just  entering  the  field  of 
usefulness  and  promise;  the  valiant  Corbin,  ever  ready  in  his 
duty,  and  those  others  of  our  comrades  who  fell  while  bearing  the 
banners  of  liberty  even  into  the  very  teeth  of  the  enemy,  shall 
always  have  a  place  in  our  hearts,  and  their  names  and  deeds  shall 
ever  remain  green  in  our  memories.  And  further,  the  following 
report  is  hereby  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  command: 

Casualties  in  tiie  Regdient. 

Offiocrs.  Men. 

Killed  in  battle 2  12 

Died  of  wounds  and  disease 3  150 

Discharged 15  100 

Deserted 5 

Transferred 1  32 
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to  our  immediate  department,  but  everywhere  has  victory  perched 
on  our  banners,  and  we  may  well  return  our  acclaim  of  thanks  to 
the  Ruler  of  all  things,  for  our  prosperity  at  home,  the  great  loyal 
results  throughout  the  north  in  October  and  November,  and  our 
successes  in  the  field. 

By  order  of, 

HENRY  B.  MORSE, 
LteuL-OoIonel  Commanding  Regiment. 
E.  P.  Pellet,  Adjutant* 

January,  1864,  Colonel  Morse,  Lieut-Colonel  ranking  from 
Port  Hudson,  was  in  command  of  the  brigade  (Weitzel's  old 
brigade,  now  the  Third),  until  relieved  by  Colonel  Dwight,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New  York.  Gen.  Dwight  now  com- 
manded the  division,  Gen.  Emory  the  corps,  Maj.-Gen.  Franklin 
the  army  in  the  field.  In  February  this  regiment  was  brigaded  in 
the  First  brigade,  First  division,  Nineteenth  army  corps. 

In  March  began  the  famous  Red  River  expedition,  not  soon  to 
be  forgotten  with  its  heavy  marches,  fearful  battles  and  disastrous 
issue.  At  the  close  of  the  march  from  Franklin  to  Alexandria — 
165  miles  in  11  days — Col.  Morse  issued  to  the  regiment  the  fol- 
lowing complimentary  order: 

"The  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  com- 
municating to  his  command  his  approval  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  late  march  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  regiment.  He  assures  them  that  by  strict  observance  of 
orders,  as  well  as  by  the  degree  of  punctuality  which  has  charac- 
terized the  command,  they  have  shown  themselves  worthy  of  the 
name  of  veterans;  and  he  is  proud  of  the  conduct  which  has 
placed  them  second  to  no  regiment  in  the  corps.  Officers  and 
men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth,  you  have  merited  the 
many  compliments  bestowed  upon  you." 

Soon  (April  8th)  came  the  terrible  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads, 
in  the  official  report  of  which  Gen.  Banks  says:  "The  First  divi- 
sion of  the  Nineteenth  corps,  by  its  great  bravery  in  this  action, 
saved  the  army  and  navy."  In  the  very  fiercest  of  the  fight,  Col. 
Morse  received  a  bullet  in  the  right  forearm,  which  shattered  the 
under  bone  and  lodged  in  the  elbow.  Fainting  from  loss  of 
blood,  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  relinquish  the  command  to 
Major  Curtis,  and  to  be  taken  from  the  field.  Again  we  accom- 
pany him  to  New  Orleans  and  confide  him  to  the  tender  care  of 
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the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  the  noble  skill  of 
some  of  the  best  surgeons  in  the  city. 

Advised  that  his  recovery  would  be  hastened  by  a  cooler  cli- 
mate, he  took  steamer  for  New  York,  and  returned  once  more  to 
the  paternal  roof  in  Eaton,  Madison  county,  in  June. 


Copy  of  Letter  from  a  Friend. 

Headquarters  114th  N.  Y.  S.  V.,       ) 
Alexandria,  La.,  April  27,  1864.  v 

My  Dear  Colonel — Enclosed  I  send  you  what  letters  I  have 
received  for  you  since  you  left.  I  will  not  attempt  to  tell  you, 
Colonel,  the  anxiety  I  experienced  after  you  left  us,  as  I  had  heard 
you  must  certainly  lose  your  arm,  and  perhaps  your  life;  and  I 
am  as  much  delighted  now  as  I  was  depressed  then,  to  learn  that 
you  are  doing  so  finely.  All  of  my  associations  with  you,  Colonel, 
have  been  of  the  pleasantest  nature,  and  I  have  enjoyed  many  an 
hour  in  your  congenial  society.  Havn't  we  had  some  good  times 
together?     God  grant  they  have  not  all  passed  yet  ! 

On  the  evening  of  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Eoads,  after  the 
firing  had  ceased,  I  tried  to  find  you,  but  failed  in  my  efforts. 
Colonel,  I  shall  never  forget  the  moment  that  bullet  pierced  your 
arm,  and  my  only  wonder  is,  why  you  were  not  killed,  as  you 
were  where  the  ram  of  lead  seemed  to  be  fiercest;  and  I  cannot  for- 
get how  you  addressed  the  men,  when  you  said  to  them,  "  Boys, 
when  you  have  fired  away  all  your  ammunition,  and  your  bayonets 
are  broken,  then  retire,  but  not  before  1" 

I  know  that  did  the  men  all  sorts  of  good.  They  saw  their 
commander  firm — they  saw  you  did  not  expect  more  of  them  than 
you  would  do  yourself — and,  Colonel,  the  men  think  you  a  very 
brave  man.  I  regret  that  you  cannot  be  with  us.  And  General 
Dwight  addressed  the  men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  at 
Grand  Ecore,  and  he  spoke  in  high  terms  of  your  conduct.  lWe 
all  remember  you  with  pleasure,  and  hope  after  a  pleasant  visit  at 
home,  you  will  return  to  us.  Major  just  received  your  note  asking 
a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  I  will  furnish  it  to-day,  addressed 
to  Eaton.  When  you  gat  able  to  write  I  hope  we  may  hear  from 
you,  and  before  you  are  able,  have  some  one  write  us  frequently, 
as  we  shall  be  glad  to  know  of  your  health.  Wishing  you  a 
speedy  recovery, 

I  am,  Colonel,  as  ever,  your  friend, 

E.  P.  P.,  Adjutant. 


. 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Mil  itar  y  St  a  tistics.         357 

Yet  unable  to  wield  either  the  sword  or  the  mightier  pen,  he 
returned  in  August  to  New  Orleans  to  forward  the  camp  and  garri- 
son  equipage  and  other  property  of  the  Nineteenth  corps,  which 
had  in  July  been  ordered  north.     Having  completed  this,  he  pro- 

(ceeded,  in  September,  to  Washington,  to  superintend  its  receipt 
and  to  adjust  all  accounts  at  the  departments.  "While  thus  engaged 
tidings  came  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  the  fierce  contests 
for  its  mastery  between  Sheridan  and  Early,  from  the  murderous 
Opequan  battle  field  and  the  gallant  Per  Lee  struck  down,  and  the 
old  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  decimated.  Chafing  under  the 
drudgeries  and  delays,  and  burning,  though  still  carrying  his 
arm  in  a  sling,  to  share  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  his  loved 
regiment,  he  at  length  broke  away  from  the  Capitol,  and  on  the 
28th  September,  near  Harrisonburg,  again  took  the  command.  It 
was  in  season  fit.  The  bloody  19th  of  October  dawned  on  Cedar 
Creek,  and  on  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  surprised  by  Earl}', 
driven  mile  by  mile,  hour  by  hour,  discomfited,  demoralized,  des- 
pairing. The  sun  went  down  and  the  colors  again  floated  at  Cedar 
Creek  as  at  dawn,  for  glorious  Sheridan  had,  from  Winchester, 
reached  the  field,  changed  despair  to  confidence,  disorder  to  dis- 
cipline, defeat  to  victory. 

"  Lost,  and  recovered  in  a  day  again! 
Yet,  heaven  have  glory  for  this  victory !  " 

Of  the  grand  part  borne  by  the  Nineteenth  corps  and  by  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  on  that  wonderful  day,  we  cannot, 
need  not  write.  We  cannot  describe  the  feelings  of  Colouel 
Morse  as  he  looked  upon  one  half  of  his  regiment,  wounded,  dying 
or  dead,  in  their  devotion  to  their  leader  and  their  cause. 

With  victory  and  nightfall  he  found  a  brief  hour  in  which  to 
seek  for  his 'brother,  a  young  student,  soldier  of  the  noble  Khowl- 
ton's  company,  in  the  early  morning  severely  wounded  and  in  a 
few  days  to  die.  A  brief  hour  !  and  then,  with  the  fragment  of 
his  worn  and  wasted  regiment,  to  hasten  to  the  guarding  of 
prisoners  and  property  of  the  flying  foe  captured  by  Custar's  swift 
avenging  cavalry.  But  the  Shenandoah  was  won  and  the  work  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  was  well  nigh  done.  Surgeon 
Beecher  icives  us  the  following,  page  460  :  "At  the  evening  dress 
parade  of  October  22d,  an  order  was  read,  which  being  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  ever  issued  from' the  regimental  headquarters, 
possesses  deep  significance  as  a  recognition  of  undoubted  gallan- 
try.    Its  importance  compels  us  to  publish  it  entire. 
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Headquarters,  114th  Regm't  N.  Y.  Vols,  } 

Near  Mibdletown,  Va.,  Oct.  23d,  1864.  \ 

Geueral  Orders,  \ 
No.  80.         \ 

The  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  announc- 
ing  to  the  men  of  his  command,  his  entire  approval  of  their  con- 
duct during  the  late  engagement  of  Cedar  Run,  on  the  19th  inst. 
The  regiment  was  among  the  first  engaged,  and  was  foremost  in 
the  final  charge  that  charged  the  works  that  had  been  gained  by 
the  enemy  in  his  first  attack. 

The  following  promotions  for  meritorious  conduct  on  that  day, 
are  hereby  announced,  and  will  rank  from  this  date  : 

Company  A,  Fourth  Sergeant  Elijah  Snell,  to  be  first  ser- 
geant, vice  Joseph  G.  Washburne,  killed;  Third  Sergeant  Charles 
W.  Slawson,  to  be  second  sergeant,  vice  Samuel  A.  Delevan,  dis- 
charged; Private  Elmore  Shary,  to  be  second  sergeant,  vice  Win. 
W.  Slawson,  promoted. 

Company  F,  Private  William  C.  Potter,  to  be  corporal,  vice- 
Lewis  E.  Tew,  killed. 

Company  G,  Private  William  Potter,  to  be  corporal  and  lance 
sergeant. 

Company  H,  Private  Alonzo  B.  Merchant,  to  be  sergeant. 

Company  I,  Private  Ernest  Johnson,  to  be  corporal. 

Company  K,  Corporal  Sylvanus  D.  House,  to  be  lance  ser- 
geant. 

Honorable  mention  is  also  made  of  Sergeant  John  C.  Stough- 
ton,  Co.  E,  and  Private  Stephen  Barber,  of  Co.  II,  for  gallant  con- 
duct during  the  battle.  The  lieutenant-colonel  wishes  it  to  be 
understood  that  these  men  have  fairly  earned  their  promotion  by 
courage  and  steadiness  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  would  hold  them 
up  as  an  example  to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment. 

While  we  rejoice  at  our  great  victory  gained,  we  are  called  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  many  of  our  gallant  comrades,  who  fell  while 
pressing  forward  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  The  memory  of 
such  heroes  as  Kuowlton,  Birch,  and  Thurber,  and  a  host  of 
others,  will  always  be  green  in  our  heart. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morse. 

C.  L.  BEOWN,  Acting  Adjutant. 

Thanksgiving  day  brought  the  sorrowful  intelligence  of  the 
beloved  brother  called  up  higher  from  Winchester  hospital.     As 
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illustrating  tbc  character  of  the  living  as  well  as  of  the  dead,  we 


caunot  forbear  the  insertion  of  the  following  letter: 


Headquarters  114th  New  York  Vols., 
Camf  Russell,  Va.,  Nov.  30tfr,  18 04. 

My  dear,  dear  Mother — I  know  that  you  will  want  to  hear  from 
ine — expect  to  hear  from  me — but  I  have  delayed  writing,  and 
kept  delaying,  because  I  did  not  know  how  to  begin  or  what  to 
say. 

Pen  and  paper  seem  such  a  poor  medium  of  communication  for 
a  full  heart.  I  think  of  you,  mother,  and  of  father,  and  of  each 
sister  and  brother,  and  know  what  a  weight  of  grief  rests  upon 
each  heart  at  the  loss  of  him  who  has  left  us.  I  feel,  mother, 
that  it  would  be  pleasant  to  be  with  you  in  this  hour  of  affliction — 
to  mingle  my  tears  with  yours — to  exchange  words  of  sympathy; 
but  it  is  ordered  otherwise.  I  have  regretted,  and  do  regret  so 
much,  my  inability  to  see  him  more,  and  to  do  for  him  after  he 
was  wounded.  I  am  so  glad  that  the  doctor  came  on  to  see  him;  and 
I  am  thankful  that  Walter  came  and  remained  to  the  last,  a  com- 
fort to  him,  and  able  to  tell  you  so  much  that  you  will  wish  to 
know.  I  did  so  much  think  and  hope  that  he  would  recover  to 
return  home,  to  be  a  comfort  to  you,  and  a  man  of  usefulness  in 
the  profession  [ministry]  he  had  chosen,  but  it  seems  that  his 
work  was  done — nobly  done — and  he  has  gone  to  enter  into  his 
rest — he  offered  himself  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country,  and 
God  saw  fit  to  accept  the  oileriug. 

I  can  remember  once  or  twice  since  he  was  wounded—when  the 
regiment  was  called  upon  for  some  unusually  arduous  duty,  of 
being  almost  glad  that  he  was  relieved  of  further  hardships  in  the 
field,  even  at  the  cost  of  a  limb.  You  believe,  mother,  that  God 
doeth  all  things  well.  It  was  probably  for  the  best  that  he  has 
relieved  him  from  further  duty  upon  earth.  Upon  us  falls  the 
loss;  we  shall  miss  him  so  much,  so  often. 

I  received  Walter's  note  Thursday  (Thanksgiving)  noon.  I  was 
told  that  there  was  a  train  going  to  the  railroad  the  next  morning, 
and  could  not  get  a  leave  in  time  to  see  him.  I  learned  afterward 
that  he  did  not  go  until  Sunday  noon,  but  too  late  for  me  to  get 
to  Winchester  before  he  would  start. 

Mother,  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  very  soon,  and  hope  the  rest 
will  write. 

Your  loviug  son, 

H.  B.  MORSE. 


~ r 
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To  the  dreary  winter  quartering,  the  glad  breaking  camp  in 
April,  and  the  march  of  the  regiment  to  Washington,  we  can  only 
allude.  Colonel  Morse,  detained  in  the  valley  as  acting  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  corps,  failed  to  participate  with  the  regiment 
on  that  grandest  of  grand  reviews  at  Washington,  reaching  the 
city  only  on  the  second  day.     On  the  5th  of  June  was  issued  to 


Headquahtees  Dwight's  Division 


June  blh,  1865.  ( 
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3.  In  parting  with  these  gallant  regiments,  after  so  long  a  period 
of  service,  the  general  commanding  feels  regret,  mingled  with 
^ridc,  when  he  recalls  how  patiently  they  endured,  how  bravely 
they  have  fought,  and  how  nobly  they  have  won.  Fort  Bisland, 
Port  Hudson,  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Cedar  Grove 
bear  witness  to  this.  To  all  these  regiments,  the  general  com- 
manding renders  his  heartfelt  thanks. 

To  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth,  the  general  commanding 
tenders  his  acknowledgments,  especially  for  the  manner  in  which, 
under  his  eye,  at  the  battle  of  Opeqnan,  they  fixed  the  limit  of  the 
enemy's  advance  on  that  day,  and  by  obstinate  fighting,  did  such 
signal,  conspicuous  service. 

The  memory  of  the  fallen  will  ever  be  cherished  by  the  division, 
They  sacrificed  themselves  to  its  glory. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Dwight. 

J.  G.  LEEFE,  A.  A.  A.  General. 

June  8th,  18G5,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth,  no  lon- 
ger officers  and  soldiers,  marched  from  Bladensburg  to  Washington, 
"  homeward  bound."     None  with  richer,  more  joyful  consciousness 


the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth, 
and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third,  that  most  welcome  of  general 
orders,  muster  out. 


General  Orders, 
No.  13. 

1.  Pursuant  to  general  order,  No.  94,  War  Department,  Adjutant 
General's  office,  current  series,  and  general  order,  No.  58,  Head- 
quarters Middle  Military  Division,  current  series,  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourteenth,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty -third  New  York  State  Volunteers,  are  herein- 
ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
#  #  #  *  #  #  #*#  *         # 


I 

- 


V 


if 


Chief  of  the  B  urea  u  of  Milita  r  y  St  a  ttstics.         pt  (5  ] 

of  having  done,  dared  and  endured  for  his  redeemed  country,  than 

the  subject  of  this  sketch,  to  which  it  only  remains  to  add  the 
following: 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  \ 

Executive  Department,  \ 

Albany,  Aug.  4M,  1866.  J 
Brevt.-Brig.-General  II.  B.  Morse: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  brevet  com- 
mission (of  brevet-brigadier  of  volunteers,  from  March  13th, 
ISG^),  conferred  by  the  President  in  recognition  of  your  faithful 
and  distinguished  services  in  the  late  war. 

In  behalf  of  the  State,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  gallantry 
and  devotion  which  induced  this  conspicuous  mention  by  the  gen- 
eral government. 

I  feel  a  lively  solicitude  in  all  that  relates  to  the  honor  and  pros- 
perity of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  Army,  and  especially  those 
from  our  own  State  who  advanced  its  renown  while  defending;  the 
cause  of  our  common  country. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Copy.)  R.  E.  FENTON. 

A  Well  Merited  Compliment. 

In  the  trying  times  of  the  late  war,  when  the  strong  arms  and 
brave  hearts  of  the  North  were  needed  to  preserve  the  govern- 
ment, Henry  B.  Morse,  of  Madison  county,  went  out  as  Captain  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New  York,  unambitious,  save  to 
serve  faithfully  his  country.  In  the  Red  River  campaign,  under 
General  Banks,  he  received  a  severe  wound  ;  was  at  Port  Hudson, 
at  Cedar  Creek,  always  with  his  regiment,  always  manfully  doing 
his  duty,  winning  promotion  first  as  major,  then  as  lieutenant-colo- 
nel. Colonel  Per  Lee  having  been  severely  wounded  at  Opequan, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Morse  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  under  Little  Phil.  Sheridan,  and  part  of  the 
time  acting  brigadier-general.  On  the  day  when  Little  Phil. 
turned  disaster  into  victory,  Lieut. -Colonel  Morse  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  second  line,  and  his  tact  in  holding  his  men  and 
bravery,  checked  a  total  rout  when  the  first  line  had  given 
way  so  disastrously.  Unsought,  he  was  complimented  with  a 
brevet  colonelcy,  and  a  short  time  since  we  noticed  by  the  New 
York  papers  that  a  further  acknowledgement  of  his  services  was 
made  by  the  conferment  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet,  which 
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was  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  General  Morse  is  now  a  resident 
of  our  city,  a  student  in  the  law  oflice  of  Messrs.  Pratt,  Mitchell 
&,  Brown. — [Syracuse  Standard,  Jane  18  GC] 

COL.  WM.  K.  LOGIE,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-FIRST 
REGIMENT,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 

Shot  through  the  left  breast  before  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  the  after- 
noon of  July  20th,  1864,  William  K.  Logie,  Colonel  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-first  regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  aged  26  years. 

Young,  accomplished  and  indefatigable,  passed  away  in  the 
morning  of  his  life  one  whom  Geneva  shall  cherish  among  the 
brightest  jewels  in  her  crown  of  honor  in  the  fair,  peaceful  days 
to  come;  days  won  for  us  by  the  life-blood  of  such  as  he  to  whom 
this  little  tribute  is  gratefully  offered.  Can  life  be  sweetf  *■  to  any 
than  it  was  to  him?  With  the  ability  and  energy  that  in  our 
favored  land  can  always  win  distinction;  with  the  warm  Celtic 
and  southern  blood  which  extracts  so  much  of  delight  from  mere 
existence;  with  the  morning  light  of  his  youth  still  upon  him, 
William  K.  Logie  hesitated  not  to  lay  all  these  upon  the  altar  of 
his  country. 
####*#■### 

Once  only  did  he  return  for  a  few  days  to  the  scenes  where  his 
boyhood  was  passed,  to  the  pleasant  shades  of  his  alma  mater,  to 
greet  their  old  familiar  look  for  the  last  time.  Then  away  to  the 
march,  the  skirmish,  the  battle,  to  die  with  his  armor  on,  his  duty 
done,  his  glorious  record  written  where  the  boys  of  after  genera- 
tions shall  learn  froin  it  that  "it  is  not  all  of  life  to  live;"  that 
death  like  his  is  better,  grander,  more  to  be  desired  than  an 
ignoble  dragging  through  years  of  self-indulgent  ease  to  an 
unhonored  grave.  As  was  written  of  another  young,  ardent, 
generous  like  himself: 

One  hero  more 
In  the  long  list  of  those  who  are  not  dead, 
But  with  triumphant  and  exultant  tread, 

Are  gone  before. 

Gone  with  the  crown 
Of  noble  deeds  circling  his  youthful  brow, 
The  tears  of  kindred  heroes  brightening  r<ow 

llis  young  renown. 

God  keep  his  memory  green  1  God  give  our  country,  for  each 
son  whose  life  is  given  for  hers,  an  added  cycle  of  peace,  liberty 
and  righteousness,  wherein  everyone  shall  rejoice  "  under  his  own 
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vine  and  fi^  tree,  with  none  to  molest  or  make  him  afraid."  So 
shall  the  ages  wreathe  a  crown  of  immortelles  for  our  braves  who 
died  that  humanity  might  live.  M.  E.  N. 

Col.  W.  K.  Logie. 

This  gallant  young  officer  was  endeared  to  those  who  knew  him 
by  his  amiable  character,  his  great  abilities,  and  his  quiet  unob- 
trusive piety.  We  would  it  were  in  our  power  fitly  to  record  his 
deeds  ;  but  the  pressing  duties  of  the  present,  and  the  desire  to 
have  his  memory  all  our  own,  combine  to  restrict  our  notice  to 
such  brief  remarks  as  shall  serve  to  recall  to  the  minds  of  those 
who  loved  him  once,  the  slight  form  and  cheerful  face,  the  ready 
hand  and  loving  heart. 

His  father,  Dr.  William  Leslie  Logie,  was  a  promir  ?nt  physi- 
cian near  Donaldsonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  where  this  son 
was  born  on  the  7th  of  October,  1837. 

Of  the  childhood  of  our  friend  but  little  need  be  said.  From 
his  delicate  appearance  and  weak  constitution  no  one  would  have 
thought  that  he  would  live  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's 
life  and  discharge  the  stern  duties  of  war.  He  never  was  robust, 
but  still  he  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  better  health  than  ordinarily 
falls  to  the  lot  of  man.  His  early  years,  however,  promised 
differently,  and  they  were  passed  in  his  quiet  home  where  he  was 
watched  over  with  tender  solicitude  by  his  parents.  He  was 
always  a  bright,  intelligent  boy,  and  seemed  to  learn  by  intuition. 
But  he  had  none  of  that  shyness  and  timidity  which  generally 
belong  to  such  minds.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  free,  fearless  and 
trusting.  He  believed  himself  capable  of  doing  as  well  as  his 
companions,  and  never  hesitated  to  give  or  accept  a  challenge  from 
those  much  his  superior  in  years  and  strength.  Nay,  he  aspired 
to  stand  above  his  fellows,  and  spared  no  pains  to  excel  in  what  ho 
undertook.  Whatever  enterprise  he  engaged  in  absorbed,  for  the 
time,  his  whole  being,  and  more  care  was  required  to  keep  him 
from,  than  at  his  studies.  This  ambition  grew  and  expanded  as  he 
grew  older,  and  his  impulsive,  nervous  energy,  led  him  to  aim  early 
at  distinction,  as  the  means  of  advancing  to  the  high  places  of 
honor  and  trust  among  men,  and  he  eagerly  anticipated  the  time 
when  he  should  be  acknowledged  worthy  to  fill  them.  As  years 
increased,  his  health  became  established,  and  it  was  judged  advis- 
able to  send  him  to  some  school,  where  he  would  have  advantages 
of  climate  and  instruction  better  fitted  for  the  development  of  his 
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physical  and  mental  strength  than  could  be  found  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home.  Accordingly  in  the  summer  of  1849,  he  was  sent 
north  to  school,  and  two  years  afterwards  rejoined  his  family  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.  As  his  father  determined  to  reside  there,  young 
Logic  was  put  in  charge  of  Dr.  Prentice,  under  whose  tuition  he 
remained  until  October,  1853,  when  he  entered  Hobart  College. 

In  after  years,  Mr.  Logic  used  to  refer  with  gratitude  to  the 
happy  judgment  which  sent  him  north  for  education  instead  of 
committing  him  to  the  fostering  care  of  those  southern  schools. 
•which  had  been  established  for  purposes  now  too  evident.  He 
asserted  that  those  schools  were  established  for  the  purpose,  prim- 
arily, of  rearing  a  generation  holding  the  views  of  the  extremists 
of  the  slave  States,  and  so  of  making  ready  a  people  prepared  for  ? 

secession  and  rebellion.  He  maintained  that  it  was  impossible  to 
educate  children  properly,  in  the  midst  of  a  servile  n  ie,  where 
the  passions  of  youth  cannot  be  restrained,  and  only  an  ill  defined 
"code  of  honor"  can  be  relied  on  to  enforce  justice  and  righteous 
dealing  ;  and  he  held  that  in  nothing  did  the  wisdom  which 
characterized  the  men  of  the  south  in  the  earlier  days  of  the 
republic,  appear  more  evidently  than  in  their  practice  of  having 
their  children  educated  at  the  north,  where  restraint  is  common 
and  a  thousand  influences  curb  the  passions.  To  this  he  attributed 
the  fact,  that  the  southern  States  held  power  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation  for  half*  a  century  after  that;  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events,  it  would  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  gigantic  north. 
Only  men  of  fiery  energy  and  cool  judgment  combined,  could  have 
done  this. 

His  judgment  has  been  vindicated  by  the  result.  Those  southern 
schools  have  sent  forth  their  fiery  youth  to  do  the  bloody  work  of 
rebellion,  and  the  home  of  him  who  understood  them  so  well,  is 
draped  in  mourning,  a  sad  monument  of  the  correctness  of  his 
views.  Veritable  dragons  teeth  have  they  proved,  each  of  which 
produced  its  iron  harvest  of  armed  men. 

The  following  may  serve  to  illustrate  this  point.  It  is  an  inci- 
dent that  transpired  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Barnard,  now  President 
of  the  Columbia  College,  New  York,  but  at  the  time  of  which  we 
speak,  President  of  the  University  of  Mississippi,  that  "  darling'' 
of  Jeff.  Davis.     It  was  told  by  a  person  present  at  the  time: 

It  happened,  one  day,  that  the  professor  in  this  institution, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  lecture  to  the  students  on  law,  called  at  the 
doctor's  house  as  he  came  from  lecture,  and  was  prevailed  upon  to 
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read  the  legal  discourse  just  delivered,  to  a  company  of  ladies 
there  assembled.  To  the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  the 
president's  wife,  the  lecture  had  not  for  its  object  the  discussion 
of  any  of  those  questions  which  would  naturally  be  thought  proper 
for  such  an  occasion,  but  was  devoted  wholly  to  showing  the  feasi- 
bility of  secession,  the  advantages  which  the  south  would  have  in 
a  war  for  "  independence, "  and  the  best  means  of  bringing  it  about. 
The  doctor's  good  lady,  unable  to  restrain  her  indignation, 
exclaimed  against  teaching  such  pernicious  doctrine,  and  quite 
took  the  gentleman  aback,  who  felt  inclined  to  plume  himself  on 
the  ability  he  had  displayed.  After  an  awkward  pause,  during 
which  his  embarrassment  was  constantly  increasing,  the  professor 
broke  the  silence  by  saying,  "  Why,  madam,  I  am  put  here  to 
teach  these  things."  He  was  a  northern  man,  it  is  said,  and  did 
his  duty  so  well,  that,  as  the  result  of  "these  things/'  Dr.  Barnard 
had  afterward  the  melancholy  duty  to  perform  of  bidding  the 
students  good-bye  as  they  marched  off,  with  muskets  on  their 
shoulders,  to  join  the  rebel  army. 

To  return  to  our  friend  at  college.  Here  his  amiable  disposi- 
tion and  varied  accomplishments  secured  him  many  friends.  His 
was  a  yevy  loveable  character.  "Warm,  impulsive  and  generous, 
he  attached  people  to  him  with  a  triple  chain.  Ever  ready  to 
screen  others  by  bearing  blame  himself,  sharing  freely  all  he  had 
with  his  companions,  willing,  frank  and  open-hearted,  he  was  the 
centre  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers,  who  mourn  his 
untimely  fall.  With  "wonderful  facility  of  talent,"  as  the  presi- 
dent, Dr.  Hale,  expressed  it,  he  soon  found  that  he  could  easily 
master  the  studies  of  the  college  course,  He  found  tune  to  con- 
tinue the  study  of  music,  of  which  he  was  passionately  fond,  and 
he  became  an  accomplished  performer  on  the  piano,  violin  and 
guitar.  He  spoke  French  with  considerable  fluency,  and  was  an 
adept  with  his  pencil.  He  engaged  in  the  athlelic  exercises  of 
the  gymnasium,  and  games  requiring  physical  strength  and  skill 
were  seldom  undertaken  without  his  participation,  and  though 
his  muscular  inferiority  was  evident,  his  zeal  never  flagged.  All 
know  the  temptations  of  college  life  to  a  noble,  impetuous  spirit 
like  his,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  he  was  sometimes  suspected  of 
engaging  in  enterprises  which  sorely  try  the  patience  of  an  aca- 
demic board.  But  all  who  knew  him  acquitted  him  of  every 
undertaking  which  was  conceived  in  malice  or  involved  dishonor. 
Many  a  time,  however,   the  president's  face  wore  a  perplexed 
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expression  of  admiration  and  reproof  at  some  daring  broach  of 
regulations,  which  baffled  the  most  skillful  efforts  to  discover  the 
perpetrators;  and  it  very  often  happened  that  young  Logic  was 
thought  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Dr.  Hale  always  expressed  a 
great  regard  for  him.  and  a  high  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and  was, 
from  first  to  last,  a  true  friend  to  him,  as  he  was  to  hundreds 
more  who  lament  the  doctor's  untimely  death — if  death  can  be 
untimely,  to  one  whose  work  is  done,  and  done  well,  and  whom 
hundreds  have  risen  up  to  call  blessed.  Under  the  guidance  and 
instruction  of  this  Christian  pastor  and  teacher,  Mr.  Logic  was 
brought  to  bow  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  confess  the  faith  of 
Christ  crucified.  He  received  the  rite  of  confirmation  at  the 
hands  of  Bishop  DeLancey,  in  the  college  chapel,  in  the  presence 
of  his  fellow  students,  and  remained  ever  after  a  communicant  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

In  January,  1657,  being  a  member  of  the  senior  'lass,  he  ap- 
plied for  and  obtained  a  dismissal  in  good  standing,  and  proceeded 
to  Schenectady,  where  he  entered  the  senior  class  of  Union  col- 
lege, of  which  he  continued  a  member  until  its  graduation  in  the 

following  summer. 

...  .  r 

It  had  always  been  his  intention  to  study  law,  but  he  deliber- 
ated some  time  whether  it  would  be  better  to  begin  his  studies  in 
a  lawyer's  office,  or  go  at  once  to  a  law  school.  He  found  him- 
self, however,  obliged  to  devote  several  months  to  business  of  an- 
other nature,  and  when  that  was  done,  he  went  to  visit  a  friend  in 
Bladcnsburg,  M<L  Delighted  with  the  climate  and  charmed  with 
the  noble  character  and  Christian  hospitality  of  the  people,  he  lin- 
gered  long,  unwilling  to  leave  a  place  that  had  become  endeared 
to  him,  as  on!}*  one  place  on  all  this  broad  earth,  ever  becomes 
endeared  to  any  man  or  woman.  Engaged  in  a  pursuit  more  ab- 
sorbing than  any  he  had  ever  followed,  he  accepted  the  position 
of  assistant  teacher  in  the  Academy  at  that  place  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  academic  year,  Many  there  remember  the  free,  open 
countenance,  cheerful  smile  and  kind  heart  of  our  friend.  Gifted 
beyond  most  men,  accomplished  as  few  at  his  age  are  accomplish 
ed,  straight-forward  and  impetuous,  bearing  down  on  his  object 
with  a  determination  not  to  be  withstood,  it  is  not  strange  that  he 
succeeded  where  most  men  would  have  failed  ;  and  when,  one 
evening  returning  home  from  a  walk,  he  stammered  out  to  his 
companion  that  his  addresses  had  been  accepted  by  the  object  of 
his  affections,  and  that  he  humbly  trusted  that  the  tenderest  ties 
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of  life  were  formed,  no  surprise  was  excited,  and  only  a  "  God 
bless  you  to  each  other,"  was  the  reply.  The  lady,  worthy  in 
every  way  of  his  love,  exercised  an  influence  over  him  which  sup- 
plied whatever  might  have  been  lacking  to  his  devclopement  to  the 
full  stature  of  manhood,  and  as  she  mourns  the  loved  and  lost,  she 
has  the  sweet  consolation  of  knowing  that  if  he  died  in  the  full 
assurance  of  faith,  it  was  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  fact  that 
fcbe  contributed  much  to  iix  his  wavering  gaze  upward. 

Among  the  friends  made  at  Bladensburg,  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Pinkney,  than  whom  none  could  be  a  better  guide  for  the  young. 
Retaining  in  his  prime  all  the  ardent  sympathies  of  youth,  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  an  eloquence  so  touching 
that  many  hardened  hearts  have  been  softened  to  repentance  by 
its  persuasive  tones,  it  seemed  to  our  friend  that  no  service  could 
be  so  noble  as  that  of  the  ministry  of  Christ's  church.  To 
this  was  added  the  feeling  of  devout  thankfulness  that  he  had  been 
accounted  worthy  of  the  love  of  one,  in  his  eyes,  so  far  superior 
to  himself.  It  ma}-  seem  an  anomaly  that  while  he  felt  that  there 
must  hereafter  be  no  wavering,  no  uncertainty  ;  that  whatever  he 
had  to  do  must  be  done  well,  because  he  had  now  some  object  for 
which  to  labor.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  should  seriously  medi- 
tate a  change  of  all  the  aims  of  life,  and  surrender  those  aspira- 
tions for  distinction  that  had  become  a  part  of  his  very  nature. 
Probably  he  felt  as  many  another  has  felt  at  times,  that  such 
service  should  render  men  better  and  more  worthy  of  blessing, 
and  that  his  life  would  be  at  best  but  a  poor  acknowledgement  for 
blessings  already  bestowed.  But  if  there  be  a  question  here  dif- 
ficult of  solution  in  philosophy,  there  is  certainly  none  in  expe- 
rience, as  every  Christian  teacher  will  testify.  In  this  frame  of 
mind,  he  had  much  serious  consideration  with  Dr.  Pinkney  and 
other  friends,  and  being  persuaded  to  postpone  a  decision  until  he 
should  have  returned  to  his  home  and  the  influences  of  his  previ- 
ous life,  he  ultimately  concluded  to  carry  out  his  original  deter- 
mination to  study  law,  and  accordingly,  in  October,  1858,  he  en- 
tered the  law  school  at  Pougkcepsie,  N.  Y. 

During  the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
begun  the  practice  of  law  at  Canandaigua,  X.  Y.,  but  in  a  short 
time  he  removed  to  Corning,  where  he  established  himself  in  a 
lucrative  and  increasing  practice,  by  his  diligent  study  and  his 
rare  skill  in  argument,   before  the  courts.     Here  the  war  found 
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him,  and  here  he  buckled  on  his.  armor  to  go  forth  and  fight  and 
die  in  his  country'  s  service. 

As  serving  in  some  sort  to  show  the  process  of  mind  by  which 
he  was  transformed  into  an  upholder  of  the  National  Government, 
when  all  his  early  sympathies  were  with  the  South,  a  few  words 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

While  at  college,  during  the  political  campaign  of  1856,  he  was 
known  as  an  ardent  supporter  of  Millard  Fillmore  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  conceived  it  necessary  to  have  a  man  that  had  been 
tried,  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation,  which  even  then 
seemed  to  him  trembling  on  the  verge  of  the  abyss  of  disunion. 
His  classmates  will  remember  his  vigorous  declamation  against 
"  sectional  candidates"  whose  views,  he  contended,  were  too  nar- 
row to  admit  of  a  national  policy,  and  none  other  would  long  be 
acceptable  to  either  North  or  South.  His  second  choice  was 
James  Buchanan,  who,  although  avowedly  the  candidate  of  the 
South,  seemed  to  be  a  better  representative  of  the  spirit  under 
whose  influence  our  government  was  established  than  General 
Fremont,  and  as  he  had  a  large  number  of  supporters  in  the  free 
States,  while  the  latter  had  scarcely  any  in  the  slaves  States,  he 
was  satisfied  that  the  choice  of  the  Democratic  candidate  would 
be  acquiesced  in  by  both  sides,  while  the  election  of  the  Republi- 
can candidate  would  be  the  signal  for  attempted  secession.  Events 
have  gone  far  to  prove  the  correctness  of  his  views. 

During  the  presidential  campaign  of  1860,  he  long  wavered 
between  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Bell,  but  inclined  to  the  latter  as 
occupying  the  position  of  Mr.  Fillmore  four  years  before.  But  he 
was  gradually  convinced  that  the  issue,  so  long  dreaded,  had  come. 
No  attempt  to  ignore  the  vital  question  of  the  day  or  to  post- 
pone their  settlement,  could  longer  be  successful.  A  struggle  was 
inevitable,  and  it  was  a  question  narrowed  down,  so  that  it  could' 
not  be  decided  by  preference — it  had  become  a  matter  of  duty  to 
take  one  side  or  the  other  in  the  impending  conflict.  What  fin- 
ally determined  his  course  of  action,  was  the  abortive  attempt  to 
"  fuse"  the  Douglas,  Breckinridge  and  Bell  parties  in  New  York, 
in  the  hope  of  carrying  the  State  against  the  Republicans.  Proba- 
bly he,  for  the  first  time,  began  to  look  behind  the  scenes  and  to 
discover  the  hollowness  of  the  professions  of  the  party  leaders. 
His  disgust  at  the  selfishness  too  openly  manifested,  drove  to  those 
who  seemed  to  hold  their  views  in  greater  sincerity.  He  wrote 
at  the  time,  UI  would  be  required   to  yield  my  convictions  of 
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right  on  many  points,  and  support  those  which  T  conceive  to  be 
wrong,  merely  for  the  sake  of  inducing  others  to  yield  what  they 
believe  to  be  right,  and  vote  for  what  they  profess  to  consider 
dangerous.  \£  the  'fusion7  should  be  effected,  I  would,  after 
making  tiie  necessary  sacrifice,  find  that  I  had  nothing  left  for 
which  I  would  care  to  contend,  and  really  the  Republican  plat- 
form is  nearer  my  ideas  of  right  than  would  be  the  thing  of  shreds 
and  patches  which  is  to  take  the  place  of  my  former  banner.  At 
,  all  events,  lean  feel  assured  that  I  shall  find  honest}'  of  purpose 
among  my  new  associates,  and  I  would  not  feel  so  certain  of  that 

Inow,  if  I  were  to  remain  where  I  was."  That  this  young  aspirant 
for  distinction  had  failed  to  discover  which  was  likely  to  be  the 
"  winning  side."  and  was  insensible  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  going  with  the  majority,  is  not  said.  But  if  he  had  not  persuaded 
himself  that  it  was  right  to  cast  his  lot  with  them,  he  would  never 
have  done  it,  if  the  advantages  to  be  gained  were  ten  fold  greater; 
and  that  there  was  no  man  who  joined  them  with  sincerer  convic- 
tions that  he  was  doing  right,  is  evident  to  all  who  knew  him 
well. 

As  has  been  said  before,  he  would  never  "  do  things  by  halves.'7 
The  very  yielding  of  his  former  convictions  on  some  minor  points, 
soon  came  to  be  regarded  with  satisfaction,  and  contributed  to 
make  him  more  earnest  in  his  advocacy  of  those  things  for  which 
he  had  made  the  sacrifice.  What  wonder,  then,  that  having  ranged 
himself  already  on  the  side  of  the  incoming  administration,  lie 
should,  when  he  saw  civil  war  follow,  bear  his  part  manfully  in 
the  bloody  fray?  During  the  dark  days  of  April,  1861,  lie  went 
to  Washington  to  try  and  obtain  some  assurance  that  a  regiment, 
in  course  of  formation,  would  be  accepted  by  the  War  Department. 

At  this  time  he  last  saw  her  whom  he  loved  so  well,  and  who 
would  have  been  his  wife,  had  it  not  been  otherwise  ordered.  It 
was  a  bitter  trial  to  them  to  part,  although  it  then  seemed  for  but 
a  short  time.  She  to  go  South  with  her  father  and  brothers,  who 
had  determined,  after  many  misgivings,  to  draw  the  sword  against 
their  country — he  to  do  the  same  in  its  behalf.  He  never  saw 
her  again,  but  letters  occasionally  came  and  went  by  flag  of  truce, 
and  Ids  diary  was  undertaken  for  her  sake,  and  continued  to  the 
last  da}-  of  his  life.  But  the  hope  of  one  day  reading  it  to  her,  by 
their  peaceful  fireside,  when  peace  had  returned  to  their  native 
land,  was  destined  never  to  be  realized. 
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He  felt  the  parting  deeply — rdeeply  as  men  of  his  acute  sensi- 
bilities alone  can  feel;  but  when  asked  by  a  lady  friend  how  he 
could  remain  North  and  take  up  arms  in  "  its  cause,"  when  by- 
going  where  his  sympathies  would  lead  him,  he  would  be  with  her 
who  was  dearest  to  him  on  earth,  he  answered  that  it  was  true  his 
sympathies  had  been  with  the  South,  and  it  was  the  wish  of  his 
heart  to  be  with  her  he  loved  best,  but  this  was  a  question  not  to 
be  decided  by  sentiment  or  sympathy,  it  was  a  matter  of  duty,  and 
doing  that  he  would  be  safe,  while  he  had  found  too  often  that 
feeling  alone  had  led  him  astray. 

The  project  which  had  taken  him  to  Washington  was  abandoned 
for  the  following  reason:  One  evening  he  met  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  army,  one  of  General  Scott's  staff  and  the  object  of  ids 
journey  was  mentioned.  This  officer,  who  is  acknowledged  to 
have  few  superiors  in  his  profession  in  this  country,  remarked  that 
few  thin irs  gave  him  more  concern  than  the  readiness  of  unfit  men 
to  assume  the  gravest  responsibilities,  and  it  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pened that  their  unfitness  could  best  be  estimated  from  the  eager- 
ness they  displayed  to  obtain  command.  As  a  professional  mili- 
tary man,  he  considered  an  incompetent  officer  guilty  of  the  blood 
of  every  man  lost  through  his  eagerness,  and  every  man  unneces- 
sarily maimed,  a  living  reproach  to  the  spirit  that  preferred 
partizan  prejudice  to  eternal  principle.  Mr.  Logic  confessed  that 
zeal  without  knowledge  was  insufficient  to  qualify  a  man  for  com- 
mand, and  though  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  be  himself  was 
not  inferior  in  military  attainments  to  others  who  had  no  scruples 
about  accepting  high  positions  in  our  army,  he  resolved  to  return 
and  prepare  himself  still  farther  for  the  position  he  intended  to 
occupy.  Going  back  to  Corning,  he  devoted  his  time  mainly  to 
military  studies,  excepting  the  time  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
war  should  make  necessary  another  call  for  volunteers.       K 

The  call  was  made  in  the  summer  of  18G2,  and  being  authorized 
to  raise  a  company  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  regiment 
N.  Y.  Vols.,  he  set  himself  to  the  work  of  recruiting  with  his 
accustomed  energy,  and  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  as  captain  of  as  tine  a  body  of 
men  as  the  Empire  State  has  sent  to  the  field.  The  company 
which  he  commanded  was  Company  E,  and  his  commission  is 
dated  September  11,  1862. 

Soon  after  being  mustered  into  service,  his  regiment  was  sent 
to  Maryland,  and  first  encamped  at  Laurel  Station,  on  the  Baltimore 
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and  Ohio  railroad,  four  miles  below  Annapolis  Junction.  Here  it 
remained  for  several  weeks,  engaged  in  the  work  of  watching  the 
rebel  sympathizers  in  lower  Maryland.  Atone  time,  Capt.  Logic 
was  sent  with  a  detachment  from  his  company  into  the  region 
bordering  on  the  Potomac,  to  break  up  the  contraband  trade 
carried  on  with  the  rebels  across  the  river.  It  was  knewn  that 
mails  were  constantly  sent  through  the  lines,  giving  valuable 
information  to  the  enemy,  and  he  was  ordered  especially  to 
endeavor  to  capture  one  Walter  Bowie,  who  boasted  of  his  success, 
and  had  thus  far  eluded  all  pursuers.  Capt.  Logic's  knowledge  of 
the  neighborhood,  obtained  during  his  visit  mentioned  before,  gave 
him  an  advantage  over  others  sent  out  on  the  same  errand,  and 
hearing  that  Bowie  was  at  that  time  in  the  vicinity,  he  proceeded 
to  a  house  in  which  he  supposed  him  to  be  secreted,  and  notwith- 
standing the  velieminent  protestations  of  the  family,  ladies  and  all, 
that  Bowie  was  not  there,  he  proceeded  to  search  the  house  and 
finally  had  the  satisfaction  of  discovering,  under  a  heap  of  old 
clothes  in  the  garret,  the  objVct  of  his  search. 

Shortly  after  this  successful  expedition,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Miner's  Hill,  near  Washington,  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  Potomac,  and  a  few  weeks  later  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of 
acting  Brig.-General  Couden,  whose  command  formed  part  of 
General  Abercrombic's  division,  and  in  consequence  broke 
camp  and  moved  down  a  few  miles,  and  was  stationed  at  Hunter's 
Chapel.  While  at  this  place,  Col.  Hathaway  resigned,  and  soon 
after  Lieut. -Colonel  Beecher  did  the  same.  The  regiment,  now 
commanded  by  the  major,  was  ordered  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  and  engaged 
actively  in  the  defence  of  that  place  while  it  was  besieged  by 
General  Longstreet.  After  the  siege  was  raised,  they  went  to  the 
Peninsula  and  took  part  in  the  feint  on  Richmond,  while  the  cam- 
paign that  resulted  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  was  taking  place 
elsewhere.  The  Peninsula  afforded  them  much  hard  work  and 
little  glory.  Rebels  securely  posted  in  woods  and  inaccessible 
positions  made  known  their  whereabouts  occasionally,  by  firing 
shells,  but  seldom  ventured  within  rifle  shot.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  the  tire  was  so  hot  that  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down, 
and  nothing  could  be  been,  for  a  time,  in  the  light  of  the  full 
moon,  of  all  that  vast  body,  but  the  erect  form  of  its  young  com- 
mander standing  undismayed  amidst  the  iron  hail.  When  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  this  region,  our  friend's  regiment  was  sent 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  attached  to  the  Eleventh  corps. 
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While  these  events  were  transpiring,  Capt.  Logie  had  been  pro- 
moted successively  to  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  and  colonelcy  of 
his  regiment :  his  commission  as  former,  being  dated  March  7th, 
1863,  and  as  latter,  June  1st,  of  the  same  year. 

After  the  disastrous  battle  of  Chickamauga,  his  corps  was  sent 
to  the  relief  of  Chattanooga,  then  hard  pressed  by  the  victorious 
army  of  General  Bragg.  l>ut  the  severe  service  of  the  last  few 
months  proved  too  much  for  Colonel  Logic,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  accept  a  short  leave  to  recover  his  strength.  So  great,  however, 
was  his  reluctance  to  be  absent  from  his  command,  that  only  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  those  who  valued  his  services  more  highly 
than  himself,  and  would  on  no  account  run  any  risk  of  their  being 
lost  to  his  country,  could  induce  him  to  go.  Looking  at  the  splen- 
did body  of  men  which  his  care  had  converted  into  a  disciplined 
regiment,  that  laid  no  superior  in  that  vast  army,  they  did  well  to 
care  for  his  health.  This  short  sick  leave  in  October,  and  a  few 
days'  furlough  in  March  of  the  same  year,  make  up  the  total  of 
his  absence  while  in  the  service.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  on 
the  7th  of  November.  The  part  he  took  in  the  glorious  battles 
before  Chattanooga  and  the  campaign  that  followed,  shall  be  told 
by  himself. 

Headquarters  141st  N.  Y.  Vols.,      ) 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  Jan  VJlh,  18G4.  $ 

#  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Since  I  rejoined  the  regiment,  November  7th,  I  have  had  but 
little  time  for  writing.  On  the  10th  I  \\;as  out  on  a  foraging  expe- 
dition with  my  regiment,  got  into  a  skirmish  with  Miner's  rebel 
brigade,  and  had  two  men  wounded.  The  reports,  &c,  about 
this  affair,  took  up  the  time  until  we  were  ordered  to  leave  camp, 
November  2*2d,  in  liirht  marching  order,  with  three  days'  rations 
and  one  hundred  rounds  per  man.  For  days  we  had  seen  Sher- 
man's men  passing  towards  Chattanooga,  and  we  knew  there  were 
hard  knocks  ahead  for  us.  That  night,  just  after  dark,  we  bivou- 
acked in  front  of  Chattanooga,  nearly  opposite  Orchard  Knob, 
that  faaned  portion  of  Mission  Ridge.  It  was  a  bright  starlight 
night,  and  many  of  us  strolled  around,  looking  over  the  battle- 
field of  the  next  day,  and  speculating  curiously  as  to  coining 
events.  At  last  we  wrapped  ourselves  in  our  blankets,  and  lay 
on  the  ground,  sleeping  soundly  until  daylight  the  next  morning. 
By  the  way,  I  must  relate  here  a  laughable  occurrence.     Tommy, 
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a  genuine  son  of  Erin,  was  cooking  for  the  field  and  staff  mess, 
con  posed  of  myself,  lieut.-colonel,  major  and  adjutant.  As  soon  as 
We  bivouacked,  he  started  for  water  to  make  some  coffee.  Pretty 
soon  lie  returned  with  his  pail  full.  The  major,  who  is  very  par- 
ticular, asked  him  where  he  procured  it.  "  Oh  !  close  by,  sir;  it's 
good,  clear,  cool  wather,  to  be  sure."  But  the  major,  still  doubt- 
ing, proceeded  to  inspect  the  fluid;  all  of  us  tasting  in  turn,  pro- 
nounced the  article  good  water,  and  so  of  it  our  coffee  was  made, 
of  which  we  all  drank  heartily — the  major,  though,  thought  it  had 
a  peculiar  twang.  So,  early  the  next  morning,  he  made  Tommy 
show  him  where  he  got  the  water — oh!  horror!  a  stagnant  pool,  hun- 
dreds of  soldiers  washing  in  it,  and  in  the  centre  an  old  dead  mule  ! 
Back  to  ns  came  the  major  with  the  harrowing  announcement; 
but  we  coolly  told  him  soldiers  could  stand  any  thing.  ''It  may 
be,"  said  the  major,  "but  I  won't  drink  anymore  of  Tommy's 
coffee,  if  he  fetches  the  water  after  dark.77 

All  Monday  morning  we  lay  quiet  watching  Mission  Ridge,  see- 
ing the  columns  of  the  enemy  moving  about.  As  it  waxed  toward 
noon,  the  preparations  on  our  side  grew  more  and  more  porten- 
tous, until  about  one  o'clock  a  long  column  of  infantry  filed  by, 
and  moved  slowly  to  our  front.  It  was  Palmer's  division.  Reach- 
ing the  picket  lines,  they  deployed  and  began  advancing — now 
and  then  a  shot  was  fired — then  many,  faster  and  faster  yet,  until 
at  last  it  breaks  out  in  a  steady  roll.  To  our  right  and  rear 
another  lon^  column  has  filed  out  and  likewise  be^un.  Now  the 
heavy  batteries  in  position  begin  to  open  tire  faster  and  faster, 
till  they  drown  the  musketry — the  battle  of  Chattanooga  is 
opened  in  earnest. 

Two  hours  have  passed — long,  anxious  hours  of  waiting  to  us, 
expecting  to  be  called  in  every  moment.  At  last  the  Second 
division  begins  to  move,  and  now  the  Third  (ours)  is  called  to 
attention,  "forward  !77  and  steadily  we  march  down  under  the  guns 
of  Fort  Wood,  straight  toward  Orchard  Knob — the  tiring  there  is 
very  heavy.  Nov,-  an  aid  comes  dashing  back  to  me  (my  regi- 
ment is  the  head  of  tha  column) — "Colonel  the  order  is  double- 
quick.'7  "  Yes,  sir;  battalion,  double-quick,  march!"  and  we  are 
dashing  down  toward  the  line  of  tire.  Now  aid  after  aid  comes 
dashing  up,  and  the  orders  come  quick  and  fast.  "  File  your  col- 
umn left."  "Have  the  first  ten  files  from  head  of  column  tear 
down  that  fence  " — down  it  goes.  '*  Form  double  column,  closed 
in  mass;"  it  is  done.     Then   we  all  stand    looking  to  the  front, 
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where,  ten  rods  ahead  of  us,  the  front  line  is  letting  the  "rebs" 
have  "leaden  rain  and  iron  hail"  at  a  vapid  rate.  The  enemy's 
bullets  are  Hying  round  us  now  pretty  lively.  "Biz  "  one  goes  by 
my  head.  I  think  my  horse  most  too  elevating  an  institution,  and 
wonder  if  I  had  better  not  dismount.  "  Biz'' — another.  I  think 
seriously  of  dismounting.  But  here  is  our  brigadier.  He  says, 
•'Colonel,  move  your  regiment  a  few  feet  to  the  front,  and  about 
two  rods  to  the  right,  just  by  that  house — it  is  a  better  position 
there  if  they  charge."  I  obey  the  order  promptly,  and  the  regi- 
ment is  scarcely  fairly  in  its  new  position  when  a  shell  from  a 
rebel  twenty-four  pounder  passes  over  the  regiment  diagonally 
from  right  to  left,  strikes  and  bursts  just  where  the  center  of  my 
column  stood  but  five  minutes  before.  Had  it  come  that  much 
earlier,  many  of  us  would  have  gone  to  the  long  home.  Now  two 
or  three  shells  strike  a  little  to  our  right,  now  behind,  now  in 
front,  but  we  hardly  mind  them.  The  angry  "biz  "  increases  in 
frequency,  one  cuts  the  branch  of  that  tree  just  over  my  head,  so 
I  dismount  and  send  my  horse  to  the  rear;  nearly  all  the  o  facers 
do  the  same.  Now  a  "  whew-w-w  "  of  a  shell  and  a  tremendous 
explosion  just  over  our  heads — still  another  and  another.  At  first 
we  don't  know  what  to  make  of  it,  but  soon  discover  that  our 
sixty-eight  pounders  in  Fort  Wood  are  playing  over  us.  One  of 
their  shells  bursts  short,  and  its  fragments  strike  a  little  in  our 
rear.  Even  our  friends'  firing  is  sometimes  a  little  dangerous. 
And  thus  we  lay  all  that  afternoon  and  night,  under  lire  but  not 
returning  a  shot,  for  we  are  the  second  line  of  battle,  and  the  first 
was  never  broken. 

Tuesday  morning  early,  we  still  lay  in  the  same  place.  I  was 
taking  a  cup  of  coffee,  when  "  biz  "  a  bullet  went  over  my  shoulder, 
wounding  and  knocking  down  one  of  my  men  right  behind  me. 
Quite  a  close  call  for  me.  There  we  lay  till  noon,  when  our  bri- 
gade was  ordered  to  the  extreme  left  to  open  communication  with 
Sherman.  Thus  engaged,  we  hear  Hooker  opening  on  Lookout, 
and  the  cheers  of  his  advancing  columns  arc  echoed  down  to  us 
along  the  line.  A  cold,  raw,  rainy  afternoon,  but  we  arc  busy  and 
mean  to  do  our  part  well.  All  that  night  we  are  making  rifle-pits. 
Next  morning  early,  we  march  back  to  Orchard  Knob,  lay  in  the 
rifle-pits  there  a  short  time,  and  then  the  whole  corps  marches  to 
the  extreme  left,  Tunuell  Hill,  where  Sherman  is  at  work.  At 
one  o'clock,  after  a  toilsome  tramp,  the  last  part  of  it  at  double- 
quick,  we  are  on  Sherman's  extreme  left,  and  working  like  bees 
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throwing  up  breastworks,  quickened  hy  that  unpleasant  {:biz" 
that  will  pursue  us.  But  you  know  the  rest,  *  *  *  from  the 
papers,- — that  on  that  afternoon  was  the  magnificent  charge  of 
Mission  Ridge,  that  ended  the  fight. 

Next  morning  early,  we  left  our  hasty  works  and  started  after 
the  great  runner  Bragg.  Our  corps  followed  him  three  days,  as 
far  as  Parker's  Gap,  below  Ringgold,  then  turned  and  marched  to 
Buruside's  aid.  After  leaving  Parker's  Gap,  we  subsisted  on  the 
country  till  we  got  back  here.  When  we  reached  Knoxville, 
Longstreet  had  wagged  for  parts  unknown,  and  we  turned  about 
for  our  old  camp  in  Lookout  Valley,  where  we  arrived  December 
10th,  having  been  absent  twenty-seven  days,  in  which  time  we 
had  been  in  a  three  days'  light,  and  had  marched  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  the  last  nine  days  of  it,  most  of  my  men  were  bare- 
foot. One  day  after  marching  twenty  miles  we  camped,  or  rather 
bivouacked,  at  nightfall,  built  fires  and  got  supper.  The  rain 
began  to  pour  down,  when  at  8  o'clock  r.  m.,  the  order  came  to 
inarch.  Until  2  the  next  morning,  we  marched  in  that  blinding 
storm,  over  the  worst  road  I  ever  traveled,  knee  deep  with  mud 
and  water.  At  2  a.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  turn  from  the  road 
and  stay  till  morning.  From  the  stalks  I  felt  (for  it  was  too 
pitchy  dark  to  see)  that  we  were  in  a  corn-field.  No  wood  for  fire 
could  be  found,  and  there  in  the  mud,  and  chilly  rain,  we  stood 
till  morning.     Rough  campaigning,   was'nt  it  ?     But  here   I  sit 
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to-night  by  a  cheerful  fire  in  my  tent,  smoking  my  meerschaum, 
and  telling  you  of  these  events,  and  I  really  enjoy  the  experience: 
but,  entre  nous,     *  *  I  rejoice  that  it  is  past  experience. 

We  came  back  here  to  good  winter  quarters,  and  have  been 
taking  it  quietly  on  half  and  three-quarter  rations,  till  a  few  days 
ago,  when  we  had  our  corduroy  road  finished — and  now  we  have 
the  cars  running  through  to  Chattanooga,  we  expect  to  get  regu- 
lar rations  and  mail  (no  less  necessary)  till  the  mud  will  allow  us 
to  start  on  our  spring  campaign.  We  have  done  good  work  for 
the  old  flag  and  will  do  much  more.  What  matter  hardships 
while  the  rebellion  last?  My  regiment  had  only  one  killed,  two 
wounded,  one   died   on  the  road — four  in  all.     Light  loss,  thank 

Heaven. 

#######  *  * 

From  the  time  when  this  letter  was  written,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  arduous  labors  of  preparation  and  the  more  stir- 
ring duties  of  march,  and  skirmish   and   battle.     On   the  l"(th  of 
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May,  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle  near  Eesaca,  Ga.,  and  it  the 
action  that  occurred  near  Dalton  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month. 
From  this  date  to  the  25th  of  June,  we  have  his  own  account  of 
the  events  which  transpired,  and  in  which  he  took  part,  written 
for  publication,  and  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  for  the  period  which  it  covers;  it  serves  to  bring  out  the 
interest  which  he  always  felt  in  the  anxieties  of  those  whose 
friends  were  under  his  command,  and  shows  the  care  he  took  that 
the  deeds  of  his  soldiers  should  not  be  unrecorded.  Few  there 
are  who  have  not  shared  the  relief  felt  when  such  accounts  have 
been  published,  and  rejoiced  that  materials  for  the  history  of  this 
momentous  struggle  have  been  so  carefully  furnished  by  the 
actors  in  the  great  drama. 

The  letter  that  follows,  written  as  it  was  in  the  midst  of  pre- 
paration for  the  successive  movements  that  finally  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  Atlanta,  may  serve  to  show  his  quick  insight  into  the 
plan  of  the  campaign,  and  his  unswerving  devotion  to  the  cause 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  while  it  will  furnish  a  fair  specimen  of 
his  style,  and  his  forgetfulness  of  self,  in  the  accounts  he  furnished 
for  the  eyes  of  the  world  : 

Headquarters  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  "j 
First  Brigade,  Fiust  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Conrs,  I 

Near  Marietta,  Ga.,  June  2otk,  1864.  J 
Friend  Journal — As  we  are  in  a  semi-quiescent  state  to-day,  and 
taking  it  about  as  coolly  as  we  can,  while  the  thermometer 
(figuratively  speaking,  of  course,  as  that  article  is  not  included  in 
the  list  of  quartermaster's  issue)  stands  at  about  90°  in  the  shade, 
I  have  concluded  that  the  best  use  I  can  make  of  the  spare  time 
on  hand  will  be  to  write  and  send  you  a  resume  of  the  doings  and 
migrations  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  since  the  battle  of 
Dalton,  on  the  25th  of  last  month. 

From  that  day  till  the  1st  of  June,  our  division  lay  in  support 
of  ahe  other  two  corps,  not  exactly  "  uudcr  fire,"  yet  enough  so 
for  the  division  to  lose  several  men  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  being  relieved  by  a  division  of  the  First 
corps,  our  division  marched  to  the  left  (that  is  eastward)  some 
four  miles,  and  took  position  in  support  of  the  left  of  the  Fourth 
corps,  and  the  next  day  moved  against  the  extreme  left  (at  that 
time)  of  the  army,  the  general  line  of  battle  there  facing  south- 
ward. Here  we  lay  till  the  5th;  our  regiment  acting  as  skirmishers 
on  the  4th  and  5th,  losing  one  man  killed.     Relieved  on  the  5th 
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by  a  division  of  the  Fourteenth  corps,  our  division  moved  still 
further  to  the  left,  taking  position  on  the  Gth  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  north  of  Lost  Mountain,  where  we  lay  till  the  10th,  when 
again  we  moved  to  the  left,  nearly  in  front  of  Pine  Mountain, 
which  lies  between  the  Lost  and  Kenesaw  Mountains.  Here  the 
general  line  of  battle  began  to  be  changed,  swinging  round  so 
as  to  face  eastward. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  our  division  advanced  southward,  between 
Pine  and  Lost  Mountains — our  brigade  being  sent  to  the  right  of 
Geary's  division,  to  fill  a  gap  between  that  and  Butterfield's  divi- 
sion, while  our  other  two  brigades  were  sent  to  Geary's  left.  Our 
brigade  pushed  boldly  forward  in  two  lines,  and  getting  under 
fire,  found  that  the  gap  we  were  called  on  to  fill  would  require  a 
front  of  nearly  three  brigades,  instead  of  one.  But  there  was  no 
time  for  hesitation,  and  deploying  half  of  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers  .as  skirmishers  in  one  front,  while  the  regular 
detail  protected  our  flanks,  Gen.  Knipe  pushed  the  brigade  on  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  save  Gearv's  right  from  being-  turned.  The 
enemy's  fire  was  very  sharp,  but  the  Forty-sixth  skirmishers  in  our 
front  stood  up  to  their  work  so  well  as  to  save  the  necessity  of 
engaging  our  lines  of  battle,  so  that  although  under  sharp  fire,  we 
did  not  return  it.  Here  we  lost  three  men  wounded — one  mor- 
tally. If  the  enemy  had  only  fully  understood  our  position  as 
we,  they  might;  have  used  up  our  brigade,  for  they  had  a  battery 
that  completely  enfiladed  us,  as  we  saw  from  the  shells  they  dis- 
tributed among  us.  At  "daybreak  the  next  morning  Butterfield 
relieved  us  from  our  hazardous  position,  and  we  rejoined  our  divi- 
sion. All  day  long  we  worked  hard  throwing  up  breastworks 
within  easy  rifle  range  of  those  of  the  rebs;  apparently  this  was  not 
to  their  liking,  for  in  the  afternoon  they  opened  upon  us  with 
artillery,  giving  us  a  pretty  lively  4th  of  July  for  some  time, 
when  our  batteries  finally  silenced  them,  to  our  great  relief;  for 
performing  a  pas  stid,  or  double  shuffle  in  the  woods,  on  a  hot 
day,  to  the  music  of  bursting  shell,  though  possibly  poetic  in 
the  abstract,  is,  as  matter  of  fact,  somewhat  exhaustive  of  the  system. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  discovered  that  the  rebs,  probably 
doubtful  as  to  the  benefit  of  closer  acquaintance,  had  left,  and 
forthwith  we  started  after  them.  AVe  passed  through  their  works, 
which  looked  strong  enough  to  defy  the  attack  of  any  force,  if 
well  defended,  and  after  advancing  a  little  more  than  a  mile, 
found  our  skirmishers  engaged  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard  ;   so 
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we  stacked  arms  for  a  few  moments'  rest.     General  Hooker  soon 

rode  up  and  ordered  a  section  of  Woodbury's  battery  which  was 
close  by  us,  to  take  position  on  a  knoll  in  front  and  open  on  the 
enemy,  then  tinning  around  asked  for  General  Knipe.  I  replied 
that  he  had  ridden  back  a  little  way.  "  Well,"  said  he,  "all  I 
want,  Colonel,  is  a  regiment  to  support  that  section."  Of  course, 
at  so  pointed  a  remark,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  at  that 
time  in  advance  fell  in  and  went  to  the  support  of  that  section. 
Just  as  it  and  we  were  getting  into  position,  the  rebs  opened  a 
battery  on  us,  but  though  their  shells  came  unpleasantly  near, 
they  did  us  no  harm.  The  rebel  battery  finally  silenced,  our  divi- 
sion went  into  position  and  threw  up  works.  Here  for  the  first 
time  we  got  out  of  the  wilderness,  into  a  somewhat  open  country, 
where  we  could  see  something  of  what  was  going  on.  Up  to  this 
time  we  had  been  groping  about,  blindly  as  it  were,  in  a  thickly 
wooded  country,  fighting  an  enemy  almost  unseen,  and  of  whose 
position  we  could  test  only  by  feeling. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  was 
again  falling  back;  our  skirmish  lines  were  ordered  to  advance, 
and  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  was  called  on  to  send  out  four 
companies  on  a  reconnoissance,  which  went  under  command  of  the 
lieut. -colonel,  and  advanced  on  two  miles  before  they  found  the 
enemy  in  any  force.  Our  skirmish  line,  under  charge  of  Colonel 
Crane,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  New  York,  as  "general 
officer  of  the  day,"  was  excellently  managed  ;  pressing  steadily 
forward,  he  followed  the  enemy  with  conrmendable  diligence,  and 
developed  their  lines  in  a  most  handsome  manner.  In  this  the 
colonel  was  ably  seconded  by  Major  Clanharty,  of  our  regiment, 
as  "field  officer  of  the  day/'  who  handled  his  brigade  detail  in 
his  customary  prompt  and  soldier-like  style. 

The  skirmish  line  suMiciently  advanced,  our  division  started, 
passed  through  two  strong  lines  of  works  that  the  enemy  had  left, 
and  at  eleven,  a.  M.,  halted,  as  we  had  reached  and  developed 
the  enemy's  new  line.  Winncgan's  rifle  battery  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first,  to  support  it,  follow- 
ed before  long  by  the  rest  of  iha  brigade.  As  soon  as  the  battery 
got  into  position  it  opened  lire,  but  being  badly  troubled  by  mus- 
ketry from  a  high  wooded  hill  in  front  and  a  little  to  the  right, 
General  Williams  ordered  it  to  be  taken  and  held;  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-first  to  occupy  it  and  build  breastworks  on  the 
crest.     Of  course  it  was  done  !      Under  a  sharp  tire  the  crest  was 


«*! 


Chief  of  tue  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics. 


379 


>l 


r 


gained,  one  prisoner  being  taken  in  the  charge.  Then  came  the 
task  of  throwing  up  works,  no  easy  one  considering  the  loose  man- 
ner in  which  the  rebels  kept  issuing  ammunition  to  us.  But  Yan- 
kee ingenuity  is  great  to  overcome  difficulties.  The  axe-men 
were  ordered  to  fall  large  trees,  far  enough  down  the  hiil  to  be 
protected  from  the  enemy's  lire;  these  were  cut  into  lengths  from 
six  to  ten  feet  apart,  and  then  the  boys  rolled  them  up  to  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  pushing  the  logs  before  them,  and  piling  one  on 
another,  soon  had  a  barricade  high  enough  to  afford  cover  while 
earth  was  thrown  from  behind  over  in  front. 

After  some  hours  hard  work,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first 
had  defenses  that  they  felt  able  to  hold,  and  worn  out  with  toil, 
and  wet  through  with  the  drenching  rain  that  had  been  pouring 
down  all  day,  the  boys  lay  on  the  ground  and  slept  as  soundly 
with  the  enemy's  balls  whistling  round,  as  they7  probably  ever 
did  at  home.  The  next  morning  we  were  relieved  by  Wood's  di- 
vision of  the  Fourth  corps,  and  again  the  gallant  "red  star  divi- 
sion" moved  to  pilot  out  new  positions,  this  time  to  the  right,  our 
line  now  facing  eastward.  A  fatiguing  march  brought  us,  kite  in 
the  evening,  to  the  right,  and  more  nearly  advanced  to  Marietta 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  army.  Temporary  breastworks 
were  thrown  up,  and  wet  through  with  the  day's  heavy  rain,  we 
lay  down  on  the  wet  ground  at  about  ten  p.  jr.,  for  sleep.  The 
next  day  we  advanced  our  lines  slightly,  and  threw  up  additional 
works;  the  next,  the  order  came  to  advance.  Tins  was  June  22d. 
Our  brigade  led  the  way,  got  soon  in  a  thick  woods  and  funned 
in  two  lines,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  New  York  and 
Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  in  the  first  line,  and  the  Fifth  Connecti- 
cut and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  New  York  in  the  second 
line.  Winnegan's  battery  was  put  in  position  on  a  knoll  in  our 
left  front,  then  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  New  York 
was  ordered  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  in  our  front  ;  we  could 
readily  see  that  work  was  being  cut  out  for  us.  The  skirmishers 
kept  pressing  forward.  We  went  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and 
formed  just  below  the  crest  of  a  high  wooded  hill  or  knoll,  in  two 
lines,  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-tiist  on  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
the  Forty-sixth  on  our  right,  and  the  Fifth  Connecticut  in  our 
rear;  our  line  facing  due  east,  Marietta  two  miles  due  east  of  us 
hidden  by  woody;  hilly  country  :  the  high  peaks  of  the  Kenne- 
saw  in  plain  sight  on  our  left,  three  and  a  half  miles  north.  Just 
ui  our  front  and  to  the  left  the  country  opened  out  into  tine  culti- 
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voted  fields,  though  the  ground  was  hilly  and  broken,  ns  it  is  all 
through  this  country.  About  a  hundred  yards  before  us  was  the 
crest  of  another  knoll  as  high  as  thai  we  were  on,  being  a  portion 
of  a  fine  wheat  field  ;  on  this  and  in  front  of  the  Forty-sixth, 
Woodbury's  battery  was  placed,  and  one  piece  put  in  position, 
which  opened  on  the  rebel  skirmishers.  From  the  battery  the 
hill  sloped  rapidly  down  in  an  easterly  direction,  forming  with 
the  ascent  of  the  hill  beyond,  a  ravine  filled  with  scrubby  timber; 
on  the  crest  of  this  next  hill  were  heavy  woods,  from  which  to 
the  battery  was  a  distance  of  about  live  hundred  yards.  In  these 
woods  was  our  skirmish  line,  and  just  beyond  them  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  both  lines  keeping  up  a  pretty  lively  fire. 

It  presently  became  evident,  by  the  rapidly  increasing  fire,  that 
the  rebs  were  trying  to  press  our  skirmishers  and  to  get  the 
battery,  so  that  the  Forty-sixth  and  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first 
were  ordered  forward  to  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  they  stacked 
arms  near  the  crest  of  the  knoll  on  which  it  was.  The  six  pieces 
were  placed  in  line  on  the  crest,  and  in  the  Forty-sixth's  front, 
while  Ruger's  brigade  (the  second  of  our  division)  formed  in  line 
to  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  then  put  up  a  rail  barricade,  their 
right  resting  on  the  "  Dallas  and  Marietta  Pike  "  near  Kolb's  plan- 
tation house.  Our  Third  brigade  was  formed  on  a  knoll  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  our  left  and  rear.  Gradually  the  firing  died 
away  till  it  was  almost  a  perfect  lull.  At  near  4  p.  m.,  Knipe  rode 
up  in  haste,  ordering  us  to  get  up  rail  breastworks  as  quickly  as 
possible,  for  that  the  rebs  were  massing  heavily  in  our  front  and 
we  would  soon  be  attacked  in  force.  In  an  instant  the  men 
swarmed  like  bees,  with  their  burdens  of  rails  passing  to  and  fro 
in  an  incessant  stream,  working  with  that  energy  that  only  the 
knowledge  of  a  quickly  coming  attack  can  inspire. 

Now,  1  must  digress  a  moment.  Our  lieutenant-colonel  was 
"field  officer  of  the  day,"  and,  of  course,  in  charge  of  the  regular 
picket  detail  from  the  brigade,  which  customarily  is  used  for  a 
skirmish  line  in  case  of  an  advance.  This  detail  was  on  the  right 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  New  York,  which  latter 
was  deployed  across  the  pike  spoken  of.  Here  the  rebs  first  came 
in  force,  but  met  witii  a  most  determined  opposition,  our  boys 
having  put  up  some  slight  barricades,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel 
holding  them  up  to  their  work,  the  rebs  finally  had  to  come  in 
line  of  battle  to  drive  :hem  As  an  instance  of  the  determined 
opposition  on  the  part  of  our  pickets,  they  actually  waited  behind 
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their  barricades,  firing  away,  till  the  rebs  line  began  to  come  over, 
and  as  the  first  "Johnny"  got  over,  one  of  our  boys  "  grabbed" 
him  by  the  collar  and  jerked  him  along  to  the  rear  making  him 

1/  U  CD  O 

prisoner  before  the  "Johnny"  appreciated  the  situation.  Even  in 
retreating  the  boys  halted  three  times,  slightly  checking  the  rebs 
each  time. 

Meanwhile  the  men  of  our  regiment  had  carried  about  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  rails,  and  had  began  to  put  up  barricades  on  the 
line  pointed  out  to  them,  following  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  the 
lull  was  broken  by  the  lire  springing  up  on  the  skirmish  line, 
which  rapidly  increasing  in  intensity,  and  rolling  down  from  the 
pike  on  our  right,  to  our  immediate  front,  warned  us  that  the 
expected  attack  was  at  hand.  "Fall  in  by  your  stacks,"  and  like 
magic  the  men  sprang  to  their  guns,  unfixed  bayonets  and  stood  in 
line  behind  the  frail  barricade,  scarce  two  feet  high,  that  they  had 
just  began  to  erect.  "  Keep  at  work,  men,  throw  up  rails  till  you 
get  the  order  to  fire  V  Nearer,  clearer  and  more  rapid  grows  the 
lire;  our  skirmishers  come  streaming  out  of  the  woods  in  front,  in 
retreat  on  the  double  quick  ;  now  a  long  dusky  gray  line  is  seen 
just  within  the  q^q  of  the  woods  on  the  double  quick  ;  now  it 
emerges  into  plain  sight  ;  behind  it  another  line,  and  still  a  third 
behind  that  ;  and  that  peculiar  yell  that  the  rebs  make  in  charg- 
ing strikes  one's  ear. 

Now  the  battery  opens  gun  after  gun,  in  rapid  succession,  and 

musketry  begins  on  our  right.     "Work  yet  boys,  up  with  more 

rails  !"  and   with   desperate   energy  still  the   rails  are  flung  on: 

■JL  now  both  those  dusky  gray  lines  are  in  plain  sight,  clashing  down 

the  slope,  veiling  like  madmen,  the  third   still   in  the  eclo-c  of  the 

...  . 

woods;  avoiding  the  line  on  the  right,  they  make  directly  for  the 

battery  and  our   line;   it  is  the  whole   of  Stevenson's   division  of 

Hood's   corps   coining   on   us;  there  can  be  no  longer  waiting — 

"commence tiring  !"  and  the  sharp  tenor  of  musketry  mingles  with 

the  rapid  bass  notes  of  the  cannon,  that,  double-shotted,  are  fling- 

fa  ing  shell  and  canister,  and  the  united  roar  swells  in  volume  until 

the  sound  of  shell  hurling  close  over  us  from  a  battery  the  enemy 
has  opened,  and  bursting  over  us  and  in  our  rear,  cannot  be  heard. 
Even  one  rebel  shell  bursting  close  in  front  of  our  battle-flag,  tears 
great  holes  in  it;  yet  few  are  aware  of  the  fact,  and  it  is  hard  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  enemy  is  using  artillery;  and  yet  it 
seems  as  if  the  men  do  not  tire  half  fast  enough.     The  officers  are 

£~  amongst  them  opening  cartridges,  helping  them  to  load  and  urg- 
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ing  them  up — "faster,  boys,  fire  faster" — as  if  they  needed  that 
stimulus. 

Those  dusky  gray  lines  begin  to  melt  and  grow  ragged;  yet, 
still  they  keep  on;  greatly  disordered,  they  gain  the  shelter  of  the 
lavine.  Now  they  are  massing  in  a  thick  cluster  of  woods  close 
under  the  left  front  of  our  regiment;  they  are  lapping  us  !  they 
will  turn  our  left  !  Not  yet;  down  from  the  hill  in  our  rear  has 
come  the  sturdy  Fifth  Connecticut,  and  formed  on  our  left,  swell- 
ing the  fire.  Now  Yvinnogan's  battery,  far  in  the  left  rear,  opens, 
enfilading  them.  They  falter;  their  lines  waver;  their  charge  is 
broken,  and  they  halt  in  the  ravine  seeking  cove]-;  a  wild  cheer 
rings  along  our  line,  and  at  it  with  increased  energy  we  go.  They 
are  evidently  preparing  for  a  second  attempt. 

Our  ammunition  is  now  nearly  out;  a  part  of  the  sixty  rounds 
the  men  cany  having  gotten  damp,  the  cartridge  boxes  Laving  got- 
ten wet  through  in  the  heavy  rains  that  have  been  almost  con- 
stantly pouring  down  for  the  past  month.  Hastily  the  non-com- 
batants, stretcher-bearers,  &c,  are  despatched  on  the  run  for 
cartridges.  "Fire  slowly  men;  slacken  fire  till  the  ammunition 
comes  up  !"  The  cartridges  left  are  divided  up,  and  we  find  we 
have  three  rounds  per  man  left.  That  will  not  last  long  in  repel- 
ling a  charge,  and  the  bovs  begin  to  hitch  their  bayonets  round  to 
the  front  to  have  them  handy.  They  know  as  well  as  their  officers 
of  what  vital  importance  it  is  to  hold  that  hill,  and  they  propose 
to  keep  it,  no  matter  how. 

Defiantly  they  call  out,  "come  on  Johnnies,  we've  only  three 
rounds  left;  now  is  your  time  to  charge  on  us;  why  don't  you 
come?"  But  the  rebs  are  somewhat  skeptical  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  assertion;  they  do  not  stir;  and,  yet,  it  cannot  be  possible  that 
they  will  wait  long.  Oh  !  for  more  ammunition  !  Ah  !  here  it 
comes  at  last — first  of  all  Postmaster  Bailey,  with  a  box  on  his 
shoulders.  Having  gone  back  for  a  mail  before  the  fight  began,  he 
heard  the  firing  break  out,  and  wisely  judging  what  we  would 
most  require,  rushed  for  the  ammunition  train,  more  than  a  mile 
in  the  rear,  and  lugged  a  box  of  1,000  rounds  on  his  shoulders  as 
fast  as  possible  to  the  regiment.  Breathless  with  haste  and  exer-' 
tion.  he  delivered  it  saying,  "  Colonel,  I  thought  tiiis  would  be 
preferable  to  mail  just  at  this  time,"  and  taking  up  a  gun,  began  to 
distribute  it.     Now,  again,  others  came  up  with  more. 

The  bovs  greet  the  fresh  issues  with  a  ringing  cheer,  and  again 
pour  in  a  rapid  ^fire  singing  "Rally   round   the  flags  boys,   rally 
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once  again,"  face  expanded  with  a  smile  of  delight  to  think  that 
the  "  Johnnies"  are  so  green  as  to  try  and  drive  the  red  star.  The 
rebs  can  no  longer  stand  that  fire,  even  under  the  cover  of  the 
ravine,  and  begin  to  go  back,  stringing  along  in  little  groups  of 
two  or  three  at  a  time.  But  few  of  them  escape  unharmed. 
Every  head  that  shows  itself  gets  the  fire  of  the  line,  and  is  almost 
sure  to  go  down.  The  blood  of  the  men  is  up,  and  it  is  hard  to 
restrain  them.  Two  men  were  seen  bearing  back  a  wounded  com- 
rade— a  hundred  fire  at  them  and  down  they  go.  "  Oh  !  boys 
that's  too  bad  exclaims  Postmaster  Bailey — and  hardly  have  the 
words  escaped  when  he  sings  out  "  there  goes  another,"  and  tiring 
at  him  brought  him  down,  and  so  the  work  of  death  is  kept  up 
**  till  dark,  when  the  men  dropped  the  musket  for  the  spade,  and 

began  to  throw  up  works  that  would  stand  artillery.  Several 
rebs  came  into  our  lines  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  that  night 
and  the  next  morning  we  got  many  more. 

From  them  we  learned  it  was  Stevenson's  division  that  had  charg- 
ed us,  and  that  their  loss  had  been  excessively  heavy.  For  instance, 
the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  consolidated  from  five  regiments,  went 
into  the  light  300  strong.  They  lost  their  colonel,  major,  adju- 
tant and  surgeon,  together  with  all  their  line  officers,  and  a  great 
number  of  men — to  use  the  expression  of  a  prisoner,  they  were 
"  wiped  out."  They  actually  left  their  colors  on  the  field,  and  the 
Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers  picked  them  up  that  night  and 
brought  them  in.  I  have  heard  various  estimates  of  the  rebel  loss 
that  day,  varying  from  800  to  2,100  killed  and  wounded,  and 
have  heard  officers  say  that  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  pris- 
oners and  deserters,  cannot  be  less  than  4,000 — for  myself  I  place 
it  at  about  1,200  killed  and  wounded. 

The  rebs  kept  at  work  all  night  carrying  their  dead  and 
wounded  off.  and  yet  the  next  morning  we  found  the  ground  cov- 
ered with  dead.  The  loss  of  our  brigade  was  70  killed  and 
wounded.  Of  our  work  you  may  judge,  from  the  fact  that  Gen. 
^»  Hooker  had  feared  that  we  would  be   driven   back  and  made  pre- 

parations accordingly.  It  has  been  a  heavy  blow  for  the  rebs,  and 
has  depressed  them  very  much,  while  our  men  feel  exultant  over 
their  victory.  To  our  men  and  their  officers  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given.  The  enemy  fired  close,  our  Hag  being  torn  by  a 
shell,  and  the  stall"  pierced  by  a  bullet. 

L>o  not  you,  our  friends,  get  impatient  at  Sherman's  progress. 
If  you  could  only  seethe   difficulties  we  have  to   overcome,  you 
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would  think  it  remarkable.  Slowly  but  surely,  Sherman  keeps 
pushing  the  enemy  buck  from  entrenchment  to  entrenchment — from 
one  range  of  mountains  to  another.  To  use  his  own  expression, 
11  corkscrewing"  out  of  one  position  after  another,  till  by  and  by 
we  will  be  in  Atlanta  and  Sherman  be  ranked  the  leading  military 
chieftain  of  the  age. 

For  those  who  are  impatient  and  chafe  at  our  delay,  I  will  re- 
late a  conversation  overheard,  between  two  privates  of  our  brigade 
just  before  the  battle  of  Kesaea.  One  was  complaining  about 
Sherman's  slowness,  the  others  claiming  that  he  was  moving  fast 
enough,  "Why/'  said  the  first,  "just  think  of  how  Napoleon 
would  move  if  he  were  alive  and  here  now,  how  he  would  mass 
and  dash  on  them  and  break  through  their  lines,  crushing  them 
utterly."  "  Napoleon  !  "  exclaimed  the  other  in  a  tone  of  derision. 
"  What  would  or  could  he  do  in  these  tangled  woods  and  swamps? 
Why,  if  old  Nap.  were  here  and  commenced  looking  round  for 
the  line  in  this  wilderness,  he'd  just  sit  down  on  a  stump,  put  his 
elbow  on  his  knee,  his  forehead  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and 
wouldn't  know  what  the  d — 1  to  do.  No,  comrade,  you  just  let 
old  Shermy  corkscrew  them  awhile,  and  see  if  Joe  Johnson  don't 
dig  out  of  this." 

The  result  has  vindicated  his  confidence. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  K.  LOGIE, 
Col.  com'g  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  JST.  Y.  V. 

From  the  time  this  letter  was  written  to  the  day  of  his  death 
he  continued  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  leading  them  through 
dangers,  encouraging  the  weak,  inciting  the  faint-hearted,  en- 
forcing discipline,  and  keeping  his  command  in  the  highest  state 
of  efficiency,  and  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  repel  or  make  a 
charge,  to  lead  the* advance  or  cover  a  temporary  retreat;  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places  the  courteous  Christian  gentleman  as  well 
as  soldier.  He  never  avoided  duty,  however  arduous;  he  never 
declined  an  enterprise,  no  matter  how  dangerous;  prompt  in 
undertaking,  vigorous  in  execution,  he  won  for  himself  and  his 
regiment  a  foremost  place  in  an  army  of  heroes,  and  maintained 
it  to  the  last,  Thoroughly  reliable,  he  had  the  confidence  of  his 
superiors;  brave  to  a  fault,  he  was  almost  idolized  by  his  soldiers. 
Living,  he  maintained  his  country's  cause,  and  dying,  he  willingly 
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gave  his  life  for  her.     No  nobler  example  of  heroic  life  and  heroic 
death  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  war. 

Wc  subjoin  the  following  account  of  his  death,  furnished  to  his 
sister  hy  Quartermaster  Belding,  of  his  regiment: 

'  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  tilt,  1SG4-. 

The  questions  concerning  the  last  hours  of  your  brother  to 
which  you  request  answer,  I  will  take  pains  to  reply  to,  so  far  as 
I  am  familiar  with  them,  and  as  definitely  as  possible.  In  answer 
to  your  first  question,  "  were  you  with  him  from  the  time  he  was 
wounded,"  &c. 

I  very  much  regret  to  say  that  I  was  not  granted  that  last  priv- 
ilege On  the  ltith  of  the  month  (July)  the  colonel  sent  me  to 
Chattanooga  for  his  desk  and  some  papers  which  he  left  there  in 
the  spring.  I  returned  on  the  50th,  and  found  my  train  six  miles 
from  where  the  regiment  was  then  lying.  I  sent  an  orderly  to 
the  colonel  on  my  return,  and  in  about  two  hours  he  came  back 
and  said  that  our  brigade  was  engaged  in  a  dreadful  battle,  and 
he  could  not  go  to  the  regiment.  As  soon  as  the  colonel  fell, 
he  sent  his  orderly  for  me,  but  unfortunately  the  orderly  lost 
his  way,  thus  causing  a  delay  of  nearly  two  hours.  As  soon  as  I 
received  the  sad  intelligence,  li  If  you  would  see  our  colonel  alive, 
hasten  to  the  hospital,"  I  hurried  to  the  front,  but  my  haste  was 
in  vain,  for  when  I  reached  the  spot  our  beloved  colonel  was  no 
more;  he  had  breathed  his  last  a  few  moments  previous  to  my 
arrival.  I  found  his  remains  on  a  cot  in  the  division  hospital, 
where  he  had  received  all  the  care  and  attention  possible.  One 
of  our  surgeons  was  with  him  all  the  time,  besides  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  regiment  who  could  set  where  he  was.  I  cannot 
describe  to  you  the  sceue  that  met  my  sight  when  I  entered  the 
hospital. 

When  the  men  were  told  that  their  colonel  was  dead,  there  was 
scarcely  a  dry  eye  among  them  ;  strong,  rough  men,  that  had 
followed  him  over  many  a  hard  fouMit  battle  field,  were  not 
ashamed  to  shed  tears  of  sorrow — the  last  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  their  fallen  commander.  He  said  but  little  to  any 
one  after  he  was  wounded.  He  asked  the  surgeon  several  times 
it  he  thought  the  wound  was  mortal.  The  surgeon  did  not  like  to 
tell  him  the  truth,  but  finally  said  that  he  would  live  but  a  short 
time.     The  colonel,  made  no  reply  for  a  few  minutes,  when  he 
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asked  Captain Townsend  if  there  was  a  chaplain  there.  The  captain 
said  there  was.  "Tell  him  to  come  here,"  said  he,  The  chaplain 
came  into  the  tent  and  the  colonel  asked  him  to  pray  with  him. 
He  repeated  the  prayer  after  the  chaplain,  and  said,  "That  is  all." 
lie  died  like  one  going  to  sleep;  without  a  struggle.  Before  he  died, 
he  took  his  jewelry  off  and  handed  it  to  one  of  the  men,  saying  : 
"Give  this  to  Bclding,  he  will  know  what  to  do  with  it." 

Perhaps  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  estimation  in  wThich  your 
brother  and  our  colonel  was  held  by  those  associated  with  him, 
would  be  interesting  to  you. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  I  entered  the  service  with 
Colonel  Logic  as  one  of  his  lieutenants,  and  probably  shared  as 
much  of  his  confidence  as  any  man  in  the  regiment.  As  a  captain 
he  was  prompt  and  decisive  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  yet  kind 
and  considerate  to  his  men  ;  ever  on  the  alert  to  promote  their 
welfare.  By  this  course  he  won  their  confidence  and  'esteem,  and 
when  he  left  his  company  to  assume  command  of  the  regiment, 
they  all  regretted  the  change.  At  the  time  of  his  promotion,  he 
found  the  regiment  rather  inferior  in  drill  and  discipline,  but  by 
a  thorough  course,  carried  out  by  untiring  efforts,  he  succeeded  in 
making  his  regiment  second  to  none  in  the  volunteer  service. 

Many  a  well  deserved  compliment  has  he  received  from  his 
commanding  generals,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  had  he  sur- 
vived this  campaign,  he  would  have  been  promoted  to  be  brigadier- 
general.  One  of  General  Hooker's  staff  officers  told  me,  that  the 
general  said  to  him,  that  Colonel  Logic  should  be  promoted,  and 
well  worthy  would  he  have  been  of  the  promotion. 

The  colonel  started  out  in  this  campaign  hoping  to  lead  his 
reo-iment  into  Atlanta:  but  after  leading  it  through  many  a  hard 
fought  battle,  in  which  he  won  with  it  unfading  laurels,  he  fell 
pierced  by  three  bullets,  in  the  midst  of  the  few  that  were  left  of 
his  regiment,  and  in  sight  of  that  city  which  he  had  hoped  to 
enter  in  triumph.  Even  after  he  fell,  his  thoughts  were  still  with 
his  men  ;  for  as  they  were  bearing  him  from  the  field,  he  asked  : 
"Are  we  driving  them,  boys?"  When  told  that  they  were,  he 
said  :   "I  wish  I  could  go  with  them." 

Long  will  the  memory  of  Colonel  Logic  remain  fresh  in  the 
hearts  of  his  men,  and  it  will  be  cherished  by  them  as  the  name  of 
one  whom  they  knew  to  be  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  a  true  soldier 
and  a  gallant  leader. 


■ 
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Tu  conclusion  allow  me  again  to  express  my  heartfelt  sympathy 
for  you  and  your  friends  in  your  affliction. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

EMERSON  BELDIXG, 
Quartermaster  14:1st  JV.  Y.  Vols. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  speak  what  shall  appear  to  others  words 
of  just  praise  or  censure  concerning  one  whom  we  have  loved  and 
lost.  The  career  of  our  friend  is  open  to  the  examination  of  all 
who  desire  it.  At  an  early  age,  in  the  freshness  of  manhood, 
while  the  pulses  beat  healthfully,  and  the  eye  kindled  with  ardor, 
and  the  smooth  brow  told  of  other  things  than  disappointment  and 
corroding  care,  he  has  been  stricken  down — stricken  down  for  our 
sakes,  in  our  cause:  nor  ours  alone,  but  the  cause  of  all  who  love 
freedom  and  their  native  land.  Tiiat  eye  of  sympathy  is  now  closed; 
those  lips  that  were  wont  to  part  with  words  of  kindly  cheer,  shall 
part  no  more  forever.  We  shall  never  grasp  his  hand  again,  nor 
walk  with  him  on  earth.  We  shall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not 
return  to  us. 

Whatever  may  seem  to  different  minds  the  important  question 
while  the  man  is  alive,  there  is,  by  the  consent  of  all,  but  one  after 
the  man  is  dead.  How  is  it  with  him  now?  Momentous  question  ! 
which  so  deeply  concerns  us  all.  That  is  the  question  that  arises 
in  the  mind  when  we  think  of  this  one  of  whom  Ave  speak.  How 
is  it  with  him  now?  It  is  not  permitted  to  mortal  hand  to  raise 
the  veil  that  hides  from  us  the  real  world,  of  which  this  is  but 
a  shadow.  But  there  is  enough  already  known  to  satisfy  the 
Christian  mind  in  the  thought  of  the  ineffable  love  of  God.  Look- 
mg  at  it  :\ny  way  we  will,  there  is  abundance  of  consolation  as  we 
study  the  career  of  Colonel  Lo^ie. 

When  he  attained  years  of  discretion,  he  held  serious  conversa- 
tion with  the  minister  of  his  church,  concerning  the  validity  of 
his  baptism  in  infancy  by  one  not  regularly  ordained  to  that  work, 
and,  having  doubts  about  the  matter,  he  received  hypothetical 
baptism,  and  soon  after  made  an  open  profession  of  faith,  by 
receiving  the  rite  of  confirmation  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
remained  a  communicant  to  the  day  of  his  death.  It  has  also  been 
stated  that  he  at  one  time  seriously  meditated  devoting  himself  to 
the  sacred  ministry  of  the  word,  but  that  he  was  dissuaded  from 
it-     He  often  referred  to  it  afterward, — referred  to  it  tenderly,  as 
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something  that  had  been  very  dear  to  him,  but  was  past  and  gone. 
and  only  to  be  recalled  to  strengthen  good  resolutions  in  his  heart, 
which  had  once  realized  so  awfully  his  own  unworthiness  to  draw 
so  near  to  God.  He  made  a  grand  soldier,— he  would  have  made 
a  grand  preacher. 

His  diary,  continued  to  the  day  of  his  death,  gives  abundant 
evidence  that  he  was  mindful  of  God  amid  all  the  changes  and 
turmoil  and- strife  of  an  active  military  career,  which  ordinarily 
hardens  men  and  renders  them  forgetful  of  God  and  the  life  to 
come. 

On  the  28th  of  May  preceding  his  death,  he  writes:  "  If  I  fall 
in  battle,  I  wish  it  to  be  remembered  that  I  die  a  Christian." 
Again  on  the  31st  of  May:  "This  is  the  end  of  the  month.  I 
wonder  where  I  will  be  at  the  end  of  next  month!  Well,  my 
trust  is  in  'Him  who  doeth  all  things  well.'  If  it  is  His  will  that 
I  fall,  it  is  well;  if  I  am  preserved,  I  will  return  thanks  for  His 
mercy,  and,  relying  on  Him,  try  to  live  to  praise  Him." 

June  loth. — "  Slight  engagement.  God,  in  his  wise  providence, 
has  been  pleased  to  keep  me  unhurt  again  to-day.  Oh  !  how  un- 
worthy I  am  of  His  mercy  !  But  I  pray  Him  to  protect  me  to  the 
end,  having  entire  faitli  in  His  goodness  and  loving  mercy." 

June  22d. — After  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  engagement,  he 

O  O  DC?7 

adds:   "Thank  God  for  my  preservation  this  day." 

July  19th. — "Moved  at  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.  Brigade  order  of 
march;  my  regiment  in  advance;  moved  across  a  creek,  the  '  Peach 
Tree,'  I  think,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  a  ridge  in  the 
woods.  To-morrow  I  think  we  will  certainly  fight.  Well,  my 
trust  is  in  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well  !  I  pray  God  to  protect 
me,  and  keep  me  under  the  shadow  of  His  wing." 

This  was  his  last  day  on  earth.  On  the  morrow  he  died  the 
Christian  soldier's  death.  He  died  the  death  of  the  righteous;  he 
died  doing  his  duty. 

This  closes  the  record  of  his  life.  Young  in  years  but  high  in 
honor,  he  has  finished  his  earthly  course.  With  a  name  untar- 
nished, he  lives  in  the  memory  of  those  who  were  drawn  to  him 
with  all  the  cords  of  a  man.  Others  may  have  lived  as  irreproach- 
ably and  died  as  nobly  ;  others  may  have  possessed  equal  talent 
and  given  as  much  promise  of  a  glorious  career  as  our  friend. 
Many  warm  hearts  have  ceased  to  beat  because  their  country 
required  the  sacrifice;  many  noble  forms  lie  low  in  the  earth,  and 
weeds  of  mourning  cover  many  bleeding  hearts  that  mourn  the 
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loved  and  lost;  but  to  us  who  knew  him  well,  none  of  these  were 
so  dear  as  our  companion  and  familiar  friend.  To  us  his  was  the 
warmest  heart,  his  the  most  promising  future,  his  the  noblest  death. 
None  other  among  the  living  can  take  his  place  to  us.  Forming 
part  of  our  very  being,  we  arc  ever  conscious  of  the  loss  we  have 
sustained.  As  life  consists  in  its  ties,  so  when  the  tie  that  bound 
us  to  him  was  broken  by  the  rude  hand  of  death,  we  felt  that  our 
life  had  been  deprived  of  part  of  its  vitality.  We  wander  in  the 
places  where  we  once  walked  with  him,  and  they  are  changed. 
A  presence  is  wanting — they  shall  know  him  no  more  forever. 
But  he  shall  never  be  to  us  other  than  he  was.  His  memory  is 
evergreen.  "The  cares  of  this  world  and  the  deccitfulness  of 
riches  ;'  have  no  power  to  produce  coldness  between  us  now,  nor 
will  other  ties  formed  by  him  in  after  years  ever  separate  us  from 
him.     He  is  all  our  own  forever,  here  and  hereafter. 

CAPTAIN  WM.  B.  AVERY,  132d  BEGIMENT,  X.  Y.  S.  Y. 

William  Boardman  Avery,  late  captain  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  regiment  of  New  York  State  Volunteers,  was  born 
at  Verona,  in  the  county  of  Oneida  in  this  State,  in  November, 
1838.  Both  branches  of  his  family  are  from  Massachusetts,  and 
lie  is  of  unmixed  Puritan  stock.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  an 
English  education  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town,  attend- 
ing afterward  the  academy  at  Lisbon,  Illinois,  where  his  father, 
Mr.  Samuel  K.  Avery,  now  resides.  Having  become  of  a^e,  Wil- 
liam  determined  to  return  to  his  native  State  to  go  into  business, 
and  after  a  temporary  residence  in  Oswego,  he  fixed  upon  the 
city  of  New  York,  for  the  scene  of  his  future  efforts. 

At  this  period,  the  civil  war  was  began  at  Charleston,  by  the 
capture  of  Fort  Sumter;  and  young  Avery  was  immediately 
seized  with  the  enthusiasm  which  prevaded  the  community,  and 
led  so  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  young  men  to  enter 
the  army  of  the  Republic.  An  organization  was  then  forming  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  under  the  name  of  the  First  New  York 
Lincoln  Cavalry,  in  which  he  enlisted.  He  had  nearly  perfected 
his  arrangements  to  accompany  the  regiment  to  the  field,  when  a 
notice  was  received  from  Mr.  Cameron,  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
the  services  of  the  regiment  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  The  employment  of  cavalry  at  that  time,  formed 
no  part  of   the  plan  of   the  lieutenant-general ;  and  accordingly 
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cavalry  organizations  were  compelled  to  disband.  Young  Avery 
supposed  this  notice  to  be  a  finality,  and  accepted  a  situation  as 
the  clerk  of  the  collector  of  tolls  on  the  Oneida  Lake  canal  at 
Higginsville,  in  his  native  town,  where  he  remained  until  18G2. 

In  the  early  part  of  summer,  before  the  call  of  President  Lin- 
coln for  "  three  hundred  thousand  more,"  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  enter  the  service  in  an  organization  known  as  the 
"  Thurlow  Weed  Guards."  He  was  engaged  till  the  middle  of 
July  in  recruiting,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  receive 
the  commission  of  second  lieutenant.  The  organization  was  con- 
solidated, however,  and  formed  the  New  York  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second,  one  of  the  four  regiments  of  the  Empire  Brigade, 
under  command  of  Brigadier-General  F.  B.  Spinola.  Making  an 
efficient  officer,  his  case  was  favorably  considered  by  General 
Thomas  Hillhouse,  the  Adjutant-General,  through  whose  good 
offices  he  received  from  Governor  Morgan,  a  commission  as  first 
lieutenant. 

While  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  was  stationed  at 
East  New  York,  there  were  several  encounters  between  the  soldiers 
and  inhabitants.  There  were  many  liquor  houses  in  the  vicinity, 
and  every  artifice  was  employed  to  evade  the  orders  and  sell  to 
the  men.  Once  there  was  a  riot ;  the  soldiers  broke  from  their 
quarters  and  assaulted  several  of  the  inhabitants,  tearing  down  a 
building,  and  killing  one  individual.  The  principal  blame,  how- 
ever, rested  upon  the  murdered  man,  and  there  was  no  prosecu- 
tion. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second, 
Colonel  Classen  commanding,  left  New  York  for  Washington, 
taking  the  route  by  way  of  Harrisburg,  and  arriving  at  Balti- 
more on  the  evening  of  the  30th.  Here  it  remained  two  days, 
waiting  to  obtain  means  of  transportation.  Those  two  days  young 
x\veiy  declared  he  could  never  forget.  "Our  men  had  plenty  of 
money,  and  were  very  willing  to  spend  it  for  whiskey,  which  the 
inhabitants  would  furnish  them,  in  spite  ot  the  guards  and  officers. 
Many  of  the  men,  as  a  consequence,  became  drunk  and  quarrelsome, 
making  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  was  the  officer  of  the  guard,  a 
place  that  1  was  very  commonly  called  upon  to  fill  ;  and  on  this 
occasion  had  all  that  I  could  do  to  preserve  order.  I  never  spent 
two  more  disagreeable  days  in  my  life." 

On  the  2d  of  October,  in  the  evening,  the  necessary  means  of 
transportation  had  been  procured.     The  regiment  was  placed  on 
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board  of  the  cars,  and  arrived  at  Washington  at  midnight.  The 
government  was  now  paying  the  "  advance  money  "  to  new  recruits, 
and  so  for  two  days  the  officers  were  busy  in  preparing  the  muster 
rolls.  The  men  were  paid  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and  imme- 
diately went  on  board  of  the  transport  for  Fortress  Monroe. 

On  their  arrival  on  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  Colonel  Classen 
immediately  reported  to  Major-General  Dix,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  Eastern  Virginia,  and  had  his 
headquarters  at  Fortress  Monroe.  He  ordered  the  regiment  to 
proceed  directly  to  Suffolk,  in  Virginia.  The  transport  accord- 
ingly proceeded  to  Norfolk,  where  the  men  debarked  and  took 
the  cars,  arriving  at  their  place  of  destination  at  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  subsequent  pages  of  this  narrative,  are  given 
from  Captain  Avery's  journal.  "Here  we  were  obliged  to  bivouac 
for  the  night,  as  it  was  too  late  for  pitching  tents.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  many  of  us  had  ever  slept  without  a  cover  of  some 
kind.  But  there  was  no  grumbling,  and  very  soon  all  but  a  fewT 
were  fast  asleep,  without  other  protection  than  a  single  blanket. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark,  that  before  our  term  of  service 
was  over,  Ave  were  frequently  glad  to  have  a  chance  to  sleep,  even 
without  a  covering. 

"On  the  7th  we  laid  out  our  camp  and  pitched  our  tents.  In 
a  few  days  our  streets  were  all  graded,  and  we  had  effectually 
secured  ourselves  against  all  inconvenience  from  rain,  except  in 
the  matter  of  preparing  our  food.  Soon  afterward  wre  proceeded 
to  build  log  houses.  My  quarters  consisted  of  a  main  building 
sixteen  feet  by  twenty  in  extent,  with  an  addition  on  one  side  for 
a  bedroom.  I  had  windows,  and  a  shingled  roof,  having  pur- 
chased the  shingles  of  a  negro  for  the  purpose  :  so  that  I  was  very 
comfortable. 

"Our  first  experience  in  the  active  duties  of  military  life,  was 
had  during  the  last  week  in  October.  General  Spiuola  was  in 
command.  We  received  orders  to  be  ready  for  marching  in  an 
hour,  and  to  take  rations  for  three  days  in  our  haversacks.  There 
was  a  universal  bustle.  We  were  promptly  on  the  march — two 
brigades  ;  and  I  soon  learned  that  the  purpose  was  to  surprise  a 
fort  of  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  river.  General  Spiuola  was 
very  apprehensive  that  the  rebels  would  be  apprised  that  we  were 
coming  to  attack  them.  Accordingly  we  were  required,  a  larire 
part  of  the  day,  to  march  at  double-quick  ;  and  as  the  road  was 
very  sandy  this  was  hard  work.  A  short  time  before  daylight 
i 


] 


392  Fifth  A  xxua  l  Be  for  t  of  the 

we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Franklin,  where  we  halted,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  were  permitted  to  take  rest.  Wrapping  my 
overcoat  about  me  I  laid  down  between  two  rows  of  corn,  and  soon 
was  fast  asleep.  About  daybreak,  the  bursting-  of  shells  awoke 
me,  but  I  was  too  fatigued  to  rise,  even  with  such  a  reveille.  It 
was,  however,  of  little  moment;  the  order  to  fall  in  soon  came, 
and  we  could  repose  no  longer.  We  were  expecting  to  advance 
and  drive  the  rebels  from  their  position,  but  another  detachment 
did  this.  The  enemy  were  dislodged  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
and  their  works  destroyed  in  a  very  brief  space  of  time.  We  had 
now  done  all  that  we  had  been  sent  to  do,  and  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning  were  ready  for  our  return  to  Suffolk.  This  expedi- 
tion did  not  cost  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  the  loss  of 
a  single  man. 

"For  two  months  afterwards,  nothing  occurred  of  particular 
interest.  We  were  employed  at  work  upon  fortifications,  and  in 
cutting  away  the  woods  that  stood  within  the  range  of  our  guns, 
at  the  front  of  our  works.  It  was  very  hard  work  ;  but  we  found 
out  its  importance,  when  General  Longstrcet  made  his  celebrated 
attack  on  Suffolk,  in  January,  1883. 

"  The  intelligence  reached  us  the  latter  part  of  December,  that 
the  rebels  had  again  occupied  the  eastern  side  of  the  Black  water, 
at  Zuni,  and  were  again  thowing  up  entrenchments.  An  expedi- 
tion was  immediately  sent  out  to  dislodge  them.  The  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-second  accompanied.  We  had  to  make  another 
night  march,  but  it  was  neither  so  rapid  nor  fatiguing  as  the  former 
one.  We  had  more  to  do,  however,  this  time.  It  was  daylight 
when  we  arrived  at  Zuni.  The  driving  of  the  rebels  from  our 
side  of  the  river,  was  easily  accomplished  in  a  very  few  minutes; 
but  they  contended  obstinately  for  the  possession  of  the  other 
side,  and  annoyed  us  greatly  by  thing  shell.  The  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-second  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  (now 
Major-General)  It.  S.  Foster,  was  ordered  to  ford  the  river  and 
engage  them.  Accordingly  our  artillery  poured  a  heavy  tire  upon 
them,  and  soon  silenced  their  guns.  The  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  plunged  into  the  water,  hastened  to  the  opposite 
bank,  and  soon  drove  the  rebels  from  their  works,  taking  several 
prisoners.  This  was  the  first  charge  that  I  had  ever  seen.  Such 
shouting  I  had  never  heard  before.  Every  man  appeared  to  do 
his  utmost,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  all  had  good  lungs.  A 
sanguine  hurrah  on  a  charge,  does   much  to  dishearten  an  enemy, 
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although  the  "Old  Guard"  of  Napoleon,  used  to  impress  their 
foe   with  ihc   sense  of  their  superiority,   by  maintaining  a  stem 

(silence. 
♦'Having  destroyed  the  work  of  the  rebels,  we  returned  to  our 
camp  at  Suffolk.     So  much  of  the  day,  however,  had  been  con- 
sumed already,  that  we  were  obliged  to  bivouac  on  the  road.      We 

•.we  "  ° 

were  glad  enough  to  be  again  housed  comfortably,  the  ensuing 
day. 

"My  company  (I)  were  all  quartered  in  log  houses.  I  after- 
ward noticed,  whenever  we  encamped  at  any  place,  with  the  pro- 
spect of  remaining  any  considerable  time,  that  our  men  would 
begin,  unbidden,  to  log  up  their  tents,  whether  in  summer  or  win- 

•■  ter.     My  own  quarters,  as  I  had    abundant   occasion  subsequently 

to  learn,  were  both  commodious  and  luxurious  for  a  soldier.  I 
had  purchased  a  stove,  so  that  in  the  damp  cold  weather,  the  house 
was  very  comfortable.  But  let  no  one  suppose  that  I  enjoyed  it 
alone.  I  was  overrun  with  applications  for  lodgings,  from  others 
besides  the  officers  of  Company  I.  One  of  them  had  his  wife  and 
daughter  with  him,  and  we  built  an  addition  to  my  house  for 
their  accommodation.  The  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment,  the 
adjutant,  the  quartermaster  and  our  post  surgeon,  were  also 
occupants  of  my  mansion,  making  a  very  pleasant  party.  But  we 
were  speedily  compelled  to  vacate,  and  the  Irish  brigade  suc- 
ceeded to  our  abodes. 

"On  the  2f>th  of  December,  General  Spinola  came  riding  into 
camp  on  a  gallop,  evidently  somewhat  excited,  and  immediately 

jL  commanded  the  long  roll  to  be  beaten.     This  was  not  done,  how- 

ever, as  it  was  unusual  to  beat  the  long  roll  at  middav,  except  in 
practice.  After  a  little  discussion,  the  order  was  finally  given  to 
prepare  rations  for  three  days.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we 
made  ready  for  removing.  Our  destination  was  the  Chowan  river. 
We  began  our  march  at  eleven  o'clock.  For  the  last  four  days  it 
had  rained  steadily,  and  the  road  was  very  muddy.     This  was  the 

r  first  march  in  heavy  order   that   our  men   had  ever   made,  and  it 

was  very  hard  work  to  keep  them  in  their  places.  We  reached 
the  Chowan  river  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  having  marched  a 
distance  of  sixty-six  miles.  All  things  considered,  this  was  the 
hardest  march  that  I  ever  made.  If  the  roads  had  been  good,  and 
our  men  in  light  order,  it  would  have  been  good  marching.  As 
near  as  I  can  ascertain,  our  general  was  ambitious  to  earn  the  dis- 
tinction  of  having  a  marching  brigade,  and  most  assuredly   he 
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accomplished  that  purpose,  for  he  always  hurried  us.  During  the 
campaign  of  the  next  spring,  our  regiment  bore  the  epithet  of 
"Flvinir  Artillery,"  from  the  celerity  of  our  marches,  and  because 
we  carried  heavy  Vinoennes  rifles  of  sixty-nine  calibre. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Chowan,  transports  were  in  waiting  to 
carry  us  to  Newbern.  We  embarked  immediately,  and  upon 
the  morning  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  we  had  reached 
our  place  of  destination.  We  were  not  able  to  ascertain  the  rea- 
son for  having  been  compelled  to  make  a  forced  march,  as  there 
had  been  no  fighting  and  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  any. 
Finally  we  settled  down  in  the  conclusion  that  Newbern  was  sup- 
posed to  be  in  imminent  danger  of  falling  into  the  possession  of  the 
enemy.  We  remained  here  inactive  for  six  weeks,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  drills. 

The  spring  campaign  opened  in  the  Department  of  North  Caro- 
lina about  the  middle  of  February.  Our  regiment  was  kept  al- 
most constantly  moving,  attacking  the  rebels  in  one  place  and 
another,  dislodjnno;  them  at  various  points  and  feeling  their 
strength.  In  this  manner  we  kept  them  employed,  so  that  they 
were  restrained  from  sending  reinforcements  to  General  Lee. 
One  of  our  expeditions  was  to  Trenton,  where  we  had  a  skir- 
mish and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  town  in  a  few  minutes.  At 
another  time  we  were  sent,  to  Onslow,  The  rebels  had  destroyed 
the  bridge  at  White  Oak  Creek,  and  attempted  to  check  our  pro- 
gres.  Our  regiment  was  sent  a  little  way  down  the  stream,  where 
a  tree  was  felled  across,  and  two  companies,  A  and  I,  were  de- 
tailed to  be  the  first  to  p-o  oyer.  The  lire  was  hot  and  the  cross- 
ing  very  difficult :  nevertheless,  it  did  not  take  us  long  to  have  a 
skirmish  line  on  the  opposite  bank,  thus  flanking  the  enemy  and 
driving  him  from  his  position. 

About  tin's  time  I  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  receiv- 
ing from  Governor  Seymour  a  commission  bearing  date  March  1, 
18 03.  I  remained  in  this  grade,  as  will  be  seen,  till  the  close  of 
the  war. 

The  rebels  boasted  that  we  would  only  be  permitted  to  hold 
Newbern  for  one  year.  The  city  had  been  taken  from  them 
by  Major-General  Burnside,  March  14,  1862.  They  accord- 
ingly made  their  arrangements  to  recover  it  on  the  anniversary  of 
that  day.  The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  participated  in 
defending  it  on  that  occasion.  We  were  employed  to  suppport 
one    front  and  then  another,  as  the  several   attacks  were  made, 
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and  found   ourselves  kept  busy  for  the  entire  day.     The  enemy 
finally  yielded  and  gave  up  the  attempt. 

Our  next  expedition  was  to  the  relief  of  Little  Washington, 
where  General  Foster  was  in  command,  and  closely  besieged.  lie 
made  his  eseape  by  running  past  the  lines  of  the  enemy  in  his 
steamer  the  Escort,  in  the  midst  of  a  raking  fire.  Our  regiment  was 
sent  over  land  to  raise  the  siege.  We  found  the  rebels  entrench- 
ed at  Blownt's  Mills,  on  Swift  Creek. about  thirty  miles  from  New- 
born, and  attacked  them  at  once.  The  engagement  lasted  about 
three  hours,  when  we  retired.  Every  attempt  to  force  a  passage 
had  failed,  and  we  suffered  a  considerable  loss.  Nevertheless, 
many  of  us  were  of  the  opinion  that  a  more  vigorous  assault  would 
have  accomplished  the  object.  I  ascertained  afterward  that  the 
rebels  had  not  entertained  any  idea  of  opposing  as  successfully  at 
that  point,  but  that  they  had  stationed  a  heavy  force  at  a  distance 
beyond,  so  that  we  might  have  been  cut  in  pieces  or  made  prison- 
ers. However  this  may  have  been,  we  fell  back  ten  miles  in  two 
hours,  giving  the  appearance  of  having  been  badly  whipped,  and 
failing  of  the  object  which  we  had  sought. 

Our  next  expedition  was  undertaken  on  the  24th  day  of  May. 
The  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Jones  commanding,  had 
been  stationed  for  some  time  on  picket  duty  at  Bachelor's  Creek, 
nine  miles  from  Newbern.  He  also  made  frequent  raids  in  the 
direction  of  Kinston,  and  harrassed  the  rebels  severely.  On  the 
night  of  the  23d,  he  had,  with  the  co-operation  of  a  Massachusetts 
regiment,  forced  a  way  through  a  swamp,  which  had  been  consi- 
dered impassable,  and  surprised  the  enemy's  camp  at  Gum  Swamp, 
capturing  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  Such  an  act 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kinston  was  regarded  as  too  audacious  to  be 
passed  over  unpunished.  Accordingly,  when  Colonel  Jones  set 
out  on  his  return,  the  rebels  were  in  pursuit  with  a  force  number- 
ing three  times  his  own.  So  closely  did  they  follow,  that  his  rear 
guard  were  engaged  in  skirmishing  all  the  way  to  Bachelor's 
Creek. 

Upon  his  arrival  he  turned  at  bay.  The  New  York  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-second  reached  the  place  in  a  short  time  afterward, 
having  been  previously  ordered  thither  to  his  support.  He  had 
formed  behind  the  creek,  and  the  enemy,  not  being  familiar  with 
the  ground,  did  not  venture  upon  an  immediate  attack.  Colonel 
Jones  rode  forward  to  a  piece  of  rising  ground  to  reconnoitre  the 
position,  when  he  engaged  the  attention  of  a   rebel  sharpshooter, 


305  Fifth  Annual  Be  port  of  the 

who  fired  upon  him,  inflicting  a  .mortal  wound.  He  died  in  about 
an  hour,  leaving  behind  the  reputation  of  having  been  one  of  the 
most  efficient  officers  in  the  service. 

The  rebels  found  it  impossible  to  force  our  position,  and  retired 
during  the  night,  leaving  us  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  field. 
The  next  day,  the  New  York  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second 
returned  to  Newbern.  Colonel  Classen  received  orders  that 
same  evening  to  return  and  relieve  the  Pennsylvania  regiment, 
and  set  out  accordingly  on  the  morning  of  the  2Gth.  Here  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-second  remained  till  the  2d  day  of  March, 
1865.  During  this  time  it  was  busily  employed,  sustaining  itself 
bravely  in  several  severe  engagements.  The  principal  one  of 
these  took  place  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1864,  when  it  was 
attacked  by  the  rebels  under  General  Pricket,  with  three  brigades. 
Our  regiment  held  its  ground  obstinately  for  six  hours,  and  only 
fell  back  when  the  enemy  had  effected  a  flank  movement.  But 
this  fortitude  was  of  invaluable  results,  by  preventing  the  rebels 
from  an  attack  upon  Newbern  till  sufficient  reinforcements  had 
been  obtained. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  of  June,  Colonel  Classen  surprised  a 
rebel  regiment  at  Jackson's  Mills,  passing  between  the  pickets, 
and  making  prisoners  almost  as  many  as  his  own  force  numbered. 
Among  them  was  Colonel  Folk,  then  commandant  of  Kinston,  and 
his  adjutant.  The  battle  of  Kinston  was  fought  on  this  spot,  in 
the  ensuing  March. 

But  I  was  not  permitted  long  to  participate  in  the  labors  and 
exploits  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  while  it  was 
stationed  at  Bachelor's  Creek.  On  the  25th  of  July,  1863,  Major 
Houstain  and  myself  were  riding  along  the  picket  line,  the  posts  of 
which  were  at  a  considerable  distance  from  each  other.  We  were 
not  apprehending  danger.  The  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy  were 
twenty  miles  distant.  We  were  riding  in  a  rather  careless  manner, 
and  had  penetrated  to  the  middle  of  a  swamp,  generally  considered 
to  be  impassable  except  to  a  person  acquainted  with  all  its  intrica- 
cies. We  were  completely  out  of  sight  of  our  own  men,  when 
suddenly  there  arose  from  the  bushes  on  each  side,  a  company  of 
rebels,  every  man  of  them  holding  a  navy  revolver  or  double-bar- 
relled shot  gun,  cocked  and  pointed  toward  us.  I  was  about  to 
draw  my  own  pistol  from  the  holster,  but  the  captain  of  the  com- 
pany commanded  me  to  desist,  enforcing  his  order  by  levelling  his 
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own  weapon  about  four  feet  from  my  head.     We  could  not  escape, 
and  had  no  alternative  but  to  surrender. 

Our  captors  were  of  the  company  of  the  notorious  John  Con- 
nors, lie  was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  and  possessed  great  courage 
and  love  of  adventure.  This  was  his  first  achievement.  We  were 
captured  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  A  guard  was  set  over 
us,  each  man  with  a  cocked  pistol  ;  and  in  this  plight  we  were 
taken  to  Kinston,  arriving  there  the  next  day  at  noon.  Connors 
himself  accompanied  us,  and  we  were  treated  kindly.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  deprive  us  of  our  valuables.  On  our  arrival,  the 
major  was  taken  sick,  and  General  Martin,  who  was  in  command 
at  the  time,  ordered  that  he  should  be  convej~ed  to  the  hospital. 
There  were  no  beds  there  to  be  had  ;  but  a  woman  occupying  the- 
house  next  to  the  hospital  offered  to  supply  him  if  he  would  pay 
for  it.  Connors  was  still  with  us,  and  promised  to  pay  her  him- 
self. We  were  then  paroled  till  the  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
This  did  away  with  the  necessity  of  having  a  guard  in  the  room. 
We  then  went  to  the  house  adjoining  the  hospital,  and  were 
accommodated  with  a  room.  In  a  few  minutes  a  son  of  the 
woman,  a  lad  about  twelve  years  of  age,  came  up  the  stairs  to 
talk  with  us.  He  assured  us  that  his  parents  were  Unionists,  and 
that  his  older  brother  was  serving  in  the  Second  regiment  of 
North  Carolina  Union  Infantry.  He  added  that  it  was  necessary 
for  his  family  to  be  very  quiet  about  expressing  their  sentiments. 
When  we  left  the  house  the  next  morning  we  tendered  payment 
for  our  accommodations,  which  was  refused,  although  they  were 
manifestly  very  poor. 

When  our  regiment  was  stationed  at  Kinston,  in  March,  18G5, 
I  visited  them  again,  and  exerted  myself  to  the  extent  of  my 
power  to  assist  them.  The  mistress  of  the  house,  our  benefactress, 
had  been  sick  for  two  years  with  pulmonary  consumption.  They 
were  in  extremely  reduced  circumstances,  and  what  little  they 
possessed  was  of  no  value.  She  expressed  warm  gratification  at 
the  renewal  of  our  acquaintance,  remarking  that  she  knew,  when 
she  was  befriending  us,  that  she  should  be  benefited  by  it  at  some 
time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  were  placed  on  the  cars  and 
taken  to  Goldsboro'.  On  our  arrival  the  provost  marshal  ordered 
us  to  be  confined  in  a  cell  in  the  prison,  where  we  remained  till 
night  without  food.  He  then  permitted  us  to  procure  our  supper 
at  the  hotel,  which  cost  us  two  dollars,  and  was  very  poor  at  that. 
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The  young  men  of  (he  place  gathered  around  us  and  treated  us  to 
an  unlimited  amount  of  abuse  and  ribaldrous  names.  They 
declared  that  they  would,  in  a  short  time,  annihilate  the  Yankees. 
I  observed,  however,  that  none  of  our  tormentors  wore  uniforms. 

We  were  conveyed  North  that  same  evening  by  the  Weldon 
railroad.  Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  till  we  arrived  at 
Richmond.  The  whole  route  I  was  on  the  watch  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  escape,  but  none  was  presented.  Our  guards,  who  were 
very  kind  to  us,  seemed  to  be  conscious  of  what  we  were  think- 
ing, and  kept  on  the  alert. 

We  arrived  at  Richmond  on  the  28th  of  July,  and  immediately 
were  conducted  to  the  office  of  the  provost  marshal,  who  sent  us 
without  an}T  delay  to  Libby  prison.  Upon  our  approach  to  this 
place  of  confinement,  we  heard  the  cry  of  "fresh  fish."  I  after- 
ward ascertained  that  all  fresh  arrivals  of  prisoners  were  greeted 
in  this  manner.  Dick  Turner,  the  inspector  of  the  prison,  caused 
us  to  be  searched  in  his  office  for  money  and  other  valuables.  I 
had  fortunately  taken  the  precaution  of  secreting  my  money, 
except  two  dollars,  which,  being  too  small  an  amount  to  gratify 
his  cupidity,  I  was  permitted  to  retain.  But  the  avarice  of  the 
rebel  prison-keepers  would  not  sutler  them  to  believe  that  a  Union 
officer  had  so  little  upon  his  person.  Accordingly,  on  the  30th, 
I  was  summoned  below  to  undergo  another  search.  Suspecting 
this,  I  took  the  precaution  to  leave  my  money  with  a  fellow- 
prisoner.  This  search  was  very  close,  but,  of  course,  was  of  no 
more  avail  than  before. 

The  curiosity  of  the  prisoners  at  Libby,  to  learn  the  news  from 
the  outside  world  was  most  intense.  We  were  surrounded  ten 
deep,  all  eager  to  hear  from  "God's  country,"  as  they  denominat- 
ed the  loyal  States,  as  distinguished  from  the  barbarous  region  in 
which  they  were  languishing.  I  was  compelled  for  two  hours,  to 
my  great  annoyance,  to  undergo  their  anxious  questioning  for  every 
glint  of  information  which  I  had  power  to  communicate.  But  it 
"svas  not  long  after  this  when  I  had  become  as  impatient  as  any 
one  of  them  to  receive  news  from  that  same  source. 

The  prisoners  at  Libby  were  organized  under  military  regula- 
tions. The  room  in  which  I  was  placed  was  under  the  charge  of 
Colonel  Tilden,  of  the  Eleventh  Maine  Infantry.  It  was  his  duty 
to  apportion  and  distribute  the  provisions,  and  to  assign  the  new- 
comers to  their  respective  messes.  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  re- 
port to  the  commissary  of  mess  number  7.     The  rations   for  the 
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entire  mess  were  cooked  together  and  served  in  tin  plates  upon  a 
rouirh  table.  There  were  neither  dishes  nor  room  for*  single  indi- 
viduals or  even  messes  few  in  number  to  prepare  their  food  sepa- 
rately. Indeed,  as  the  matter  was  managed,  it  was  frequently 
very  difficult  to  do  the  cooking.  Some  days  our  jailors  would 
not.  supply  us  with  wood,  and  at  other  times  the  wood  which  had 
been  furnished  would  be  so  green  as  to  make  it  no  easy  matter  to 
keep  the  file  burning. 

After  a  while  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  necessary  articles 
were  received  by  many  of  us  from  our  friends  at  home.  At  first, 
these  boxes  were  examined  by  Dick  Turner,  and  were  not  opened 
except  in  our  presence.  Presently  they  arrived  in  larger  quanti- 
ties and  the  function  of  inspecting  them  was  taken  from  him,  and 
devolved  upon  a  quartermaster,  upon  the  staff  of  General  Winder. 
He  was  an  Irishman.  It  wras  his  practice  to  rob  the  boxes  of  their 
most  valuable  contents,  so  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  favor- 
ed individuals,  none  of  us  received  our  boxes  till  a  large  part  of 
the  articles  contained  in  them  had  been  thus  pilfered.  To  be  sure, 
it  was  declared  that  nothing  was  taken  out  but  liquor  or  money, 
but  we  were  not  a  long  time  in  ascertaining  that  this  statement 
was  not  true.  In  a  very  few  days  after  beginning  to  inspect  the 
contents  of  our  boxes,  the  quartermaster  became  the  owner  of  a 
horse  that  cost  him  about  five  thousand  dollars. 

Many  books  and  papers  were  sent  to  us  and  were  seldom  dis- 
turbed. Indeed,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  did  us  more  good 
than  all  the  edibles  which  had  been  enclosed  with  them.  On  my 
first  arrival,  a  book  was  impossible  to  procure.  Somehow,  about 
two  months  afterward  the  book  entitled  "Bculah,  by  Miss  Evans" 
came  into  the  prison,  and  I  perused  it  with  great  eagerness,  con- 
sidering it  one  of  the  best  that  I  had  ever  read.  Books  were 
plenty,  however,  before  we  left,  and  classes  were  formed  for  pros- 
ecution of  various  studies.  Chaplain  Bowdray,  of  Albany,  estab- 
lished one  in  French,  which  was  continued  after  he  was  exchanged, 
by  Captain  Chailier  of  the  New  York  One  Hundred  and  Ffty-seventh, 
a  brother  of  Mr.  Eli  Chailer,  of  the  Chailier's  Institute,  of  New  York. 
A  class  in  Spanish  was  formed  by  Lieut. -Colonel  F.  F.  Cavada,  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Zouaves,  who  is 
a  Cuban  exile.  A  class  in  military  science  was  organized  by  Col- 
onel L.  P.  Do  Cesnola,  of  the  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry.  He  is 
an  Italian,  and  President  Johnson,  a  short  time  after  coming  into 
office,  appointed    him  Consul   to  Cyprus.      German  was  taught, 
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also  Latin,  Greek,  and  in  short  about  everything  that  can  easily 
be  imagined: 

We  likewise  ployed  all  sorts  of  games.  Cards  were  used  until 
they  had  become  so  dirty  as  to  require  a  strong  light  to  discern 
the  spots.  Chess  and  draughts  of  course  received  their  share  of 
favor.  We  had  several  splendid  chess-players  in  our  number. 
The  best  one  was  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
New  York  Infantry,  who  was  able  blindfolded  to  beat  almost  all 
the  other  players.  Another  of  our  amusements  was  the  manufac- 
turing of  ornamental  and  useful  articles  from  bones.  We  made 
paper-folders,  napkin  rings,  finger  rings,  crosses,  in  short,  every- 
thing conceivable  that  a  Yankee  brain  could  devise.  The  rings, 
in  particular,  were  carved  very  elegantly.  Captain  Coffin,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  New  York,  excelled  in  this  line. 
On  one  of  his  rings  was  a  picture  of  the  workhouse  at  Charles- 
ton. It  was  a  beautiful  carving,  and  the  correctness  of  the  repre- 
sentation would  be  perceived  at  once  by  any  person  familiar  with 
that  building. 

For  a  short  time  after  my  arrival  at  Libby,  I  found  a  still  more 
agreeable  method  of  diversion.  A  young  woman  of  agreeable 
appearance,  a  Miss  Abbie  Green,  was  passing  by  our  prison,  when 
something  prompted  me  to  attempt  a  flirtation  with  her.  I  accord- 
ingly signalled  her  with  my  handkerchief,  to  which  she  made  a 
signal  in  reply.  The  same  evening  she  took  occasion  to  come 
back  with  a  female  companion,  drawing  as  near  the  windows  as 
she  was  able.  Several  of  us  were  not  backward  in  forming  her 
acquaintance,  and  as  we  soon  ascertained  that  she  was  a  warm 
sympathizer  with  the  Union  cause,  the  result  was  very  agreeable. 
She  took  frequent  opportunities  to  communicate  with  us,  render- 
ing us  whatever  kind  offices  she  was  able.  After  awhile  several 
prisoners  were  aided  by  her  in  making  their  escape.  She  showed 
them  places  of  concealment,  where  they  might  remain  until  the 
search  for  them  was  over,  and  then  directed  them  to  the  Union 
lines.  But  the  indiscretion  of  one  of  them  soon  cut  off  this 
avenue.  Having  made  his  way  to  the  north,  he  caused  the  matter 
to  be  published.  It  was  not  long  in  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
our  jailors.  Belle  Boyd  heard  of  it  when  she  was  at  the  north, 
and  informed  them.  Our  fair  sympathizer  was  arrested  and 
placed  under  the  surveillance  of  the  police.  But  she  had  been 
shrewd  in  her  operations,  and  nothing  could  be  shown  to  warrant 
punishing  her.     I  saw  her  afterwards  at  Washington,  where  she 
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was  employed  in  one  of  the  departments.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
stale  that  vigilance  was  exercised  to  prevent  any  other  person 
sympathizing  with  the  prisoners  from  rendering  similar  kind 
offices.  Indeed,  it  often  happened  during  the  war,  that  men  escap- 
ing from  rebel  prisons  or  from  death,  by  an  injudicious  publica- 
tion of  the  means  of  their  delivcrence,  effectually  precluded  others 
in  similar  strait  from  availing  themselves  of  like  agencies. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn,  little  provision  was  made  for 
our  comfort.  Even  blankets  were  very  scarce.  I  had  but  half  of 
one,  which  was  old  and  much  worn,  and  was  obliged  to  use  my 
coat  for  a  covering.  When  the  winter  season  had  come,  however, 
the  authorities  having  charge  of  the  prison  appeared  to  be  less 
particular  than  they  had  been  about  the  increasing  of  the  number 
of  seats  ;  so  we  made  tables  out  of  the  boxes  which  had  been  sent 
to  us,  and  chairs  from  barrels  cut  down  about  half  way  and  the  sides 
taken  out.  Several  of  these  chairs  were  framed  and  were  very 
nice.  At  bed-time  we  were  obliged  to  pile  up,  in  a  heap,  all  our 
furniture  to  make  room  to  lie  down.  These  heaps  of  chairs  and 
tables  would  often  reach  as  high  as  the  ceiling.  One  stove  only 
was  put  into  the  room  which  I  occupied.  About  twenty  persons 
were  able  to  get  near  it  at  a  time,  while  the  remainder  of  us  were 
compelled  to  walk  constantly,  in  order  to  keep  warm.  There 
were  about  two  hundred  persons  in  all,  so  that  we  were  required 
to  keep  the  windows  open  for  air.  At  night,  particularly  when 
the  weather  happened  to  be  stormy,  the  windows  would  be  closed, 
and  then  the  atmosphere  of  the  room  was  stilling. 

During  the  winter,  General  Winder,  Commissioner  Ould,  or 
some  other  person  in  authority,  gave  consent  that  the  prisoners 
should  have  some  of  the  money  of  which  they  had  been  robbed 
at  their  first  arrival.  It  was  paid  in  installments  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  Confederate  currency,  the  United  States  notes  having  been 
exchanged  for  the  confederate  paper  at  the  rate  of  seven  dollars 
for  one.  Those  of  us,  however,  who  had  the  greenbacks  in  our 
possession  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  ten  dollars  for  every  one. 
Many  of  our  guards,  either  believing  that  the  Confederacy  was 
sure  to  be  overthrown  at  no  distant  period,  or  at  least  that  there 
would  be  a  collapse  in  its  finances,  were  hoarding  the  United 
States  currency  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  and  were  glad  to 
exchange  money  with  us.  But  this  condition  of  things  lasted  only 
about  three  months,  and  I  was  allowed  no  advantage  from  the 
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arrangement.  My  friends  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  in  Illinois, 
sent  money  to  me  which  I  was  not  permitted  to  receive.  On  one 
occasion,  a  Captain  Buckner,  who  was  paroled  and  sent  south, 
brought  to  the  prison  for  me  a  twenty  dollar  note,  which  had  been 
sent  to  me  from  New  York,  by  my  uncle,  Alexander  Wilder.  He 
sent  for  me  to  come  to  the  office  of  the  prison,  and  taking  the 
money  from  his  pocket  was  about  to  deliver  it  to  me,  when 
Lieutenant  Latouche  interposed  and  forbade  him,  declaring  that 
it  must  be  deposited  to  my  credit  with  Captain  Moffatt,  the  post 
quartermaster  at  Richmond.  That  was  the  last  of  the  matter,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Many  of  us  were  constantly  occupied  with  planning  to  escape. 
I  had  myself  perfected  several  plans  which  it  did  seem  must  be 
successful,  but  they  all  failed  meat  the  critical  moment.  It  almost 
appeared  as  though  my  fate  was  determined,  that  I  should  not  leave  • 
the  detestable  prison  in  any  other  way  than  the  regular  way.  On 
the  9th  of  February,  18(34,  when  we  had  succeeded  in  making  a 
tunnel,  and  many  escaped  through  it  before  it  was  discovered,  I 
was  sick  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  We  had  almost  completed 
another  tunnel,  and  I  was  very  sanguine  of  being  able  to  get  away, 
when  my  hopes  were  annihilated  by  our  removal  to  the  remoter 
south. 

Shooting  at  the  prisoners  was  a  favorite  pastime  of  the  guards. 
During  the  autumn  of  1863,  they  had  generally  permitted  us  to 
look  out  of  the  windows  at  pleasure.  But  in  the  ensuing  winter 
and  spring  they  were  as  severe  in  that  respect  as  they  had  been 
lenient  before.  Several  prisoners  were  shot  at  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Forsyth,  of  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Infantry,  was 
killed.  The  rebels  declared  that  the  murder  was  accidental.  I 
cannot,  of  course,  state  possitively  whether  it  was  or  not.  Every 
person  that  was  so  shot  at  was  standing  back  from  the  window,  and 
was  not  persistently  looking  out, as  was  alleged.  Lieutenant  Morgan 
Copp  was  wounded  by  a  ball  striking  the  bars  of  the  window  and 
glancing.  Lieutenant  Hammond,  who  was  better  known  in  the 
prison  as  "Old  Imbodeii,"  was  wounded  in  the  ear.  He  was  not 
looking  out  at  all.  The  sentinel  could  only  have  seen  the  brim  of 
his  hat.  The  bail  was  shot  through  a  board,  and  the  first  intima- 
tion which  the  lieutenant  had  of  being  in  an  improper  place  was 
the  Cutting  of  his  ear  by  the  ball. 

In  April,  1 8 G I ,  we  began  to  anticipate  that  we  would  either  be 
all  of  us  exchanged,  or  speedily  removed  farther  south.     A  few 
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had  been  liberated  at  intervals  during  the  spring,  enough  to  run 
up  what  we  had  denominated  "  exchange  stoek"  pretty  high.  Men 
would  be  sent  from  the  Union  lines  for  whom  the  rebels  were  to 
furnish  an  equivalent.  Our  first  information  was  derived  from  the 
papers  reporting  the  arrival  of  a  flag  of  truce  boat,  and  the  num- 
ber of  Confederate  prisoners  on  board.  Every  body  was  then 
anxious  to  ascertain  who  would  be  set  free.  It  was  the  practice 
to  bring  the  list  in  the  rooms,  a  little  while  before  it  was  time  to 
leave.  Indeed,  several  times,  the  officers  to  be  exchanged  did  not 
learn  the  fact  till  it  was  almost  too  late  to  start.  I  remember  sev- 
eral instances  in  which  they  remained  ignorant  till  their  comrades 
had  began  to  go  down  the  stairs;  when  they  would  hurry  away 
after  them,  leaving  behind  them  whatever  property  they  possessed 
except  the  clothing  upon  their  persons. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  we  left  the  Libby  prison  forever.  The 
night  before,  we  were  notified  by  our  jailors  that  in  two  hours  we 
must  be  ready  to  go.  Our  place  of  destination,  wTe  were  informed, 
was  Petersburg.  We  accordingly  packed  up  such  articles  as  we 
could  carry,  leaving  behind  much  provision  and  other  articles  that 
had  been  sent  to  us  from  home.  Our  tin  and  cooking  utensils 
were  abandoned.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  officer  of 
the  prison  began  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and  each  one  of  us  as  his 
name  was  called,  passed  out  into  the  street.  Before  wre  had  all 
left  the  prison,  it  was  daylight.  We  wrere  then  marched  across 
the  James  River  to  Manchester,  where  we  remained  till  noon.  We 
were  then  put  on  board  of  the  cars  and  carried  to  Danville.  About 
fifty  officers  were  placed  in  each  car,  with  six  guards.  The  cars 
were  filthy  and  uncomfortable.  During  the  night,  several  made 
their  escape  by  cutting  holes  through  the  bottom  of  the  cars  in 
which  they  had  been  placed.  The  guard  fired  upon  them  as  they 
were  running,  hitting  no  one,  I  think,  but  Lieutenant  Barse,  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  received  a  slight  wround  in  the  leg. 
He  was  afterward  recaptured.  No  one  succeeded  in  making  his 
escape  from  the  car  in  which  I  was  seated.  In  fact,  during  all  my 
jourueyings  on  the  railroads  of  the  south,  no  body  wras  fortunate 
enough  to  get  away,  in  the  car  which  I  occupied.  We  often 
attempted  it,  but  always  failed.  Once,  thinking  the  guards  were 
too  sleepy  to  notice  me,  I  tried  to  pass  through  the  door  and 
jump  off  while  the  car  was  in  motion.  But  a  musket  was  inter- 
posed, and  unless  it  should  have  missed  fire  accidentally,  it  would 
have  been  sure  death  for  me  to  persist. 
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Wo  arrived  at  Danville  on  the  8th  day  of  May.  Here  we  were 
confined  in  two  buildings,  and  were  in  so  close  quarters  that  there 
was  scarcely  room  for  us  all  to  lie  down  at  one  time.  Our  fare 
consisted  of  rice  soup,  made  with  bacon.  We  were  soon  through 
with  it,  however,  as  we  remained  here  but  about  a  week. 

From  Danville  we  were  sent  to  Macon  in  Georgia.  We  arrived  at 
that  place  I  think,  about  the  16th  of  May;  here  we  found  Major 
Turner  ready  to  receive  us  again;  he  counted  us  as  we  left  the 
cars  and  passed  into  the  stockade,  ascertaining  that  our  number  fell 
short  about  a  hundred  from  what  it  was  when  we  came  out  of 
Libby  prison.  Captain  Tabb  who  had  charge  of  us  while  on  our 
journey,  was  greatly  chagrined  at  having  let  so  many  escape. 

This  Captain  Tabb,  before  the  war,  had  been  a  resident  of  Nor- 
folk, and  was  accustomed  to  say  a  great  deal  about  the  valuable 
property  which  he  had  abandoned  when  he  joined  the  rebel  army. 
He  often  asserted  that  if  he  had  remained  loyal  to  the  Union 
cause,  he  might  have  been  a  brigadier-general.  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  had  capacity  enough  for  a  corporal.  While  on  the  jour- 
ney to  Macon,  he  would  at  times  get  perfectly  beside  himself  with 
rage,  and  command  the  guards  to  shoot  the  first  man  that  stirred. 
Several  prisoners  had  succeeded  in  escaping  from  one  of  the  cars. 
The  captain  visited  eaeh  car,  and  placed  there  guards  at  every 
door,  and  one  in  each  end  of  the  car,  ordering  them  to  shoot  when- 
ever they  heard  any  stir.  It  was  too  dark  at  the  time  to  discern 
any  one,  and  impossible  to  tell  whether  a  noise  proceed  from  the 
attempt  of  some  one  to  escape,  or  from  some  man  who  was 
cramped  and  changing  his  position.  The  guards  called  the  captain 
a  fool. 

We  found  but  two  buildings  for  our  accommodation  inside  of  the 
stockade,  at  Macon.  One  of  them  had  been  used  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  articles  at  the  State  Fair,  and  the  other  for  sheds  for  horses 
on  that  occasion.  The  two  buildings  were  two  small  to  permit  but 
a  very  few  of  us  to  enter.  The  others  were  obliged  to  find  accom- 
modations on  the  ground  under  the  open  sky.  After  a  while  poles 
and  boards  were  furnished  to  us,  with  which  we  constructed  sheds 
that  answered  to  keep  oil'  the  sun  and  some  of  the  rain.  The 
sides  we  were  obliged  to  leave  entirely  open,  and  we  slept  on  the 
ground.  I  procured  a  couple  of  poles  and  split  them,  making 
a  hard  and  disagreeable  couch,  but  it  was  much  better  than  to  lie 
upon  the  ground  for  any  considerable  space  of  time. 

We  were  furnished  with  rations  consisting  principally  of  unbolted 
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corn  meal,  a  small  quantity  of  rico,  bacon,  vinegar,  sorghum  molas- 
ses, and  very  little  salt.  I  made  a  sieve  by  punching  holes  through 
a  tin  plate,  which  removed  the  bran  from  the  meal,  taking  about  a 
quarter  of  the  bulk.  Dutch  ovens  were  furnished  us  for  cooking,  a 
single  one  for  every  ten  men.  The  number  was  insufficient,  and  we 
were  often  compelled  to  wait  for  hours  for  our  turn.  At  length 
we  procured  brick  and  erected  several  ovens  which  aided  matters 
wvy  much,  and  baked  our  bread  much  better. 

Our  opportunities  for  exercise  were  far  better  than  they  had 
been  during  our  incarceration  at  Libby  prison,  and  we  employed 
them  to  the  utmost.  We  played  ball  and  cricket  on  every 
pleasant  day.  We  began  at  an  early  hour  every  morning,  break- 
•■  ing  off  as   the  day  grew   hot,  and  resumed  every  afternoon,  not 

leaving  off  so  long  as  it  was  possible  to  see  a  ball.  Every  night 
the  "  streets  "  between  the  sheds  would  be  thronged  with  prome- 
nadcrs  till  about  eleven  o'clock.  During  the  middle  of  the  day  we 
were  obliged  to  keep  very  quiet,  on  account  of  the  intense  heat. 
The  sheds  afforded  to  us  a  shade,  but  the  sun  heated  the  roof  to 
such  a  degree  that  one  could  scarcely  bear  it  to  place  his  hands  on 
the  lower  surface,  which  indeed  resembled  the  glowing  walls  of 
an  oven. 

Captain  Tabb,  who  still  acted  as  our  jailor,  was  an  arbitrary 
despot.  He  displayed  an  utter  want  of  manliness.  One  day  I  saw 
him  throw  a  brick  at  a  man  who  had  not  taken  his  place  in  the 
rank  to  be  counted  just  exactly  to  suit  him.  At  another  time  he 
struck  Major  Pascol,  of  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut,  with  a  musket 
over  the  head,  for  not  getting  out  of  his  bunk  quickly  enough  to 
please  him.  He  then  commanded  the  guard  to  shoot  the  major, 
but  not  one  of  them  would  obey. 

On  another  occasion  Captain  Tabb  perpetrated  a  piece  of  petty 
swindling  upon  Captain  Ursh,  of  the  Forty-fifth  New  York.  He 
took  the  watch  of  Captain  Ursh  to  sell,  the  captain  charging  him 
very  particularly  not  to  dispose  of  it  for  less  than  one  hundred 
#  dollars  Confederate   currency.     After   a  few  days,  Captain   Ursh 

enquired  of  him  whether  he  had  sold  the  watch.  Tabb  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  and  handed  him  thirty  dollars.  Captain  Ursh 
demanded  why  he  had  sold  it  for  so  small  an  amount.  Tabb  inso- 
lently told  him  that  it  was  all  he  would  be  able  to  get,  and  assured 
him  further  that  he  ought  to  consider  himself  lucky  for  having 
received  even  that.  Captain  Ursh  immediately  pointed  to  Tabb's 
vest,  where  could  be  seen  the  guard  belonging  to  the  watch,  and 
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remarked  that  when  he  had  let  the  watch  go  into  his  possession 
he  had  supposed  that  Tabb  was  a  gentleman.  Tabb  immediately 
became  enraged  beyond  all  bounds  at  this  exposure  and  rebuke. 
He  caused  Captain  Ursh  to  be  taken  outside  of  the  stockade  and 
there  kept  him  "  bucked  "  and  gagged  for  several  hours.  We 
witnessed  many  similar  instances  of  his  malice  and  cruelty  ;  but 
these  that  I  have  related  fairly  set  forth  the  conduct  and  character 
of  the  man. 

One  prisoner  was  assassinated  during  our  stay  at  Macon.  I  could 
not  ascertain  his  name.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  New  York 
Forty-fifth.  He  was  shot  while  standing  near  the  spring.  The 
guard  that  perpetrated  this  murder  alleged  that  the  lieutenant  had 
put  his  hand  on  the  "  dead  line,"  a  picket  fence  standing  near  the 
spot.  This  story  was  evidently  a  sheer  falsehood.  Several  offi- 
cers who  were  near  by  at  the  time  united  in  declaring  that  the 
murdered  man  was  not  at  the  time  within  ten  feet  of  the  "dead 
line."  I  took  pains  to  examine  the  spot,  and  know  that  the  place 
where  he  fell  was  at  a  considerably  greater  distance.  The  bullet 
entered  his  right  shoulder,  passed  through  his  body,  and  came  out 
under  the  left  arm.  A  man  wounded  in  that  manner  could  not  go 
the  distance  from  the  "  dead  line  "  to  the  spot  where  he  fell.  The 
assassination  was  committed  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  wounded  man  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  and  died  about 
four  hours  afterward.  We  were  informed  by  several  of  the  guards 
that  the  murderer  had  been  promoted  for  it  to  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant, and  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days. 

In  August  (I  do  not  remember  the  precise  date),  six  hundred  of 
our  number  were  removed  to  Savannah.  The  next  day  six  hun- 
dred more  were  conveyed  to  Charleston.  On  the  morning  of  the 
third  day  we  were  placed  on  the  cars  for  removal,  but  just  at  day. 
light  we  were  taken  back  to  the  stockade.  We  were  at  an  utter 
loss  to  account  for  this  latter  movement.  About  nine  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  however,  we  heard  the  tiring  of  artillery.  We  were 
not  long  in  learning  that  Gen.  Stoneman  had  destroyed  the  rail- 
road east  of  Macon  and  was  now  making  an  attempt  to  cross  the 
Oconee  river.  The  guards  were  kept  under  arms  all  that  day. 
The  artillery  was  turned  upon  us  and  men  kept  constantly  ready 
to  fire  upon  us.  Our  hope  ran  high  that  the  time  of  our  deliver- 
ance had  come,  but  we  were  doomed  again  to  be  disappointed. 
Our  feelings  may  easily  be  imagined  as  the  sound  of  the  tiring 
died  away  in  the  distance. 
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Two  days  afterward  Gen.  Stonoman  and  his  officers  were  added 
to  our  company.  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  the  reason 
for  his  failure.  It  has  been  asserted,  however,  that  McCook  failed 
of  forming  a  junction  writh  him,  as  he  had  been  ordered. 

A  few  days  later  in  the  month,  we  set  out  again.  The  effects  of 
the  raid  were  yet  visible.  The  bridge  across  the  Oconee  river  was 
undergoing  repair,  and  we  were  carried  over  on  a  flat-boat.  Our 
place  of  destination  was  Charleston.  On  our  arrival,  I  was  first 
incarcerated  in  the  workhouse  for  three  days ;  after  which  I  was 
sent,  with  others,  to  the  jail  yard.  The  soil  of  this  yard  is  sandy, 
and  the  slightest  breeze  was  sufficient  to  raise  a  cloud  of  dust, 
which  we  found  it  impossible  to  keep  from  our  food.  The  prison- 
|  ers  that  were  confined  in  the  jail  for  different  offences  had  full  lib- 

erty to  mingle  with  us  during  the  daytime.  Several  of  them  were 
guilty  of  aggravated  crimes  and  should  have  been  prohibited  from 
coming  among  us. 

Our  entire  shelter  consisted  of  A  tents,  of  which,  even  with  five 
men  under  each  of  them,  there  were  not  enough  for  all  of  us. 
Food  was  furnished  in  a  very  insufficient  quantity;  and  some  days 
we  had  nothing  but  a  little  rice.  We  remained  there  about  two- 
weeks,  and  were  then  sent  back  to  the  workhouse.  Here  we  were 
much  better  supplied;  indeed,  the  provisions  which  we  received 
at  this  place  wTere  better  in  quality,  and  larger  in  quantity,  than  I 
had  received  during  my  long  imprisonment.  The  workhouse 
afforded  us  very  comfortable  accommodations.  The  roof  was 
tight,  and  we  had  more  room  than  we  had  previously  enjoyed.  It 
was  divided  into  cells  about  four  feet  ,by  six,  and  as  but  two  per- 
sons could  get  into  them,  we  wrere  not  greatly  crowded. 

The  water  wTith  which  we  were  supplied  was  very  bad.  It  was 
cistern  water,  and  had  a  very  brackish  taste.  When  this  was 
exhausted  wre  were  furnished  from  an  artesian  well.  This  water 
had  the  flavor  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  I  observed  similar 
eflrcts  from  its  use  as  when  I  had  used  the  bicarbonate  of  soda. 
Beans  were  cooked  in  it  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  in  common 
water. 

About  six  hundred  of  our  number  were  paroled  and  accommo- 
dated in  the  Marine  and  Riper  hospitals.  They  enjoyed  more 
liberty  than  we,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  very  considerable. 

We  were  all  of  us  within  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  Union 
batteries  on  Morris  Island.  The  shells  used  to  explode  all  around 
us,  but  none  of  them  ever  came  whole  into  any  of  the  buildings 
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while  we  were  in  them.     Fragments  of  exploding  shells,  however, 
would  sometimes  strike  inside,  but  fortunately  never  hit  any  of  us. 

The  yellow  fever  presently  broke  out  among  us,  and  several 
died.  My  messmate  was  one  of  the  victims,  and  remained  in  the 
cell  with  me  till  the  day  before  his  death.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  breaking  out  of  this  pestilence  hastened,  if  it  did  not  actually 
occasion,  our  removal  from  Charleston.  We  departed  from  that 
city  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1864,  and  arrived  at  Columbia  at 
midnight.  We  were  kept  at  the  railway  station  till  the  morning 
of  the  8th.  It  rained  very  hard  on  the  7th,  both  in  the  afternoon 
and  evening,  and  we  were  huddled  together  in  a  hollow  spot,  the 
water  often  being  four  inches  deep.  I  continued  in  the  standing 
posture  all  night  long.  My  blanket  was  laid  over  my  shoulders; 
but  although  it  was  made  of  heavy  material,  it  did  not  keep  off 
the  rain,  and  I  was  drenched  to  the  skin.  The  next  morning  we 
were  marched  to  an  open  field,  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  near 
the  place  where  the  bridge  crosses  the  Saluda  river.  On  the  field 
a  few  pines  of  the  second  growth  were  standing,  and  a  stream  of 
water  ilowed  at  the  side.  It  was  a  very  good  location  for  a  camp. 
We  were  permitted  free  access  to  the  stream  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  but  at  night  the  guards  were  drawn  up  so  as  to  cut  us  off. 
A  guard  was  placed  around  the  camp  at  about  forty  feet  distance. 
A  row  of  stakes  constituted  the  famous  "dead  line;"  and  woe  to 
the  unfortunate  prisoner  who  unwittingly,  or  on  purpose,  crossed 
over  it. 

We  were  not  furnished  with  any  kind  of  shelter.  Eight  axes 
were  given  us,  making  one  for  every  two  hundred  men;  and  thus 
supplied,  we  were  required  to  cut  wood  for  cooking  our  food  and 
to  make  some  kind  of  a  habitation.  For  about  an  hour  each  day 
it  was  the  practice  to  set  a  guard  around  a  piece  of  wood-land,  and 
permit  a  hundred  men  to  go  and  cut  trees.  Of  course,  as  every 
one  will  perceive,  it  would  require  about  that  time  to  fell  a 
medium  sized  tree.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  cut  wood  for 
the  wants  of  the  camp.  Wre  had  to  carry  the  principal  part  of  it 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  waited  several  days  for  my  turn  to  use  the 
axe,  hoping  to  be  able  to  accomplish  the  building  of  a  barrack  or 
shed  to  protect  us  from  the  rain.  But  I  was  compelled  to  relin- 
quish that  idea,  but  succeeded  in  purchasing  from  one  of  the 
guards  an  old  axe  for  forty-five  dollars  in  Confederate  currency, 
with  which  I  soon  constructed  a  cabin.  The  sides  were  of  poles, 
and  the  roof,  which  I  made  very  steep,  was  heavily  thatched  with 
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twigs,  and  shed  the  rain  very  well  except  at  the  top.  I  then 
built  a  fire-place  at  the  front,  so  that  it  was  a  very  comfortable 
dwelling. 

For  the  first  two  -weeks  after  our  arrival  at  Columbia,  the  rain 
was  both  severe  and  continual.  Having  no  shelter,  I  was  obliged 
to  do  what  I  had  done  the  first  night  at  the  railway  station. 
But  I  had  a  block  of  wood  to  sit  upon,  which  was  better  than 
keeping  on  one's  feet  the  entire  night.  The  rain  was  so  hard  that 
it  was  impossible  to  keep  a  fire  burning. 

When  I  had  finished  my  house,  it  may  weH  be  supposed  that  I 
felt  rich.  By  putting  a  blanket  over  the  hole  in  the  top  whenever 
it  rained,  it  was  easy  enough  to  keep  dry.  The  sides  were  banked 
up  about  four  feet  high  with  earth,  partly  as  a  protection  from 
cold,  and  partly  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  off  the  stray  bullets 
that  were  every  night  flying  round  the  camp.  The  reason  of  this 
was  the  constant  efforts  of  the  piisoners  to  escape.  Every  night 
several  of  them  would  attempt  to  get  away  by  silently  creeping 
along  the  ground  between  the  guards,  or  running  by  them  boldly. 
The  guards  on  these  occasions  never  took  any  pains  whatever  to 
aim  their  guns  away  from  our  camp.  A  person  quietly  sleeping 
on  the  ground  or  sitting  down  anywhere  inside  of  our  line,  was  as 
likely  to  be  hit  as  the  prisoner  who  was  endeavoring  to  make  £ood 
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his  escape.  Indeed,  all  the  time  that  I  remained  at  Columbia, 
but  two  of  these  offenders  were  hit  by  the  soldiers  at  all,  while 
several  were  wounded  by  their  wanton  recklessness  who  had 
not  attempted  any  such  thing,  and  one  was  kilted  outright — Major 
Young,  who  belonged  to  a  Pennsylvania  cavalry  regiment. 

One  night,  two  men  of  the  guard  were  killed  themselves,  and 
several  wounded,  by  their  own  comrades,  who  were  firing  thus 
carelessly  at  prisoners  in  the  act  of  escaping. 

Our  rations  were  very  scanty,  except  in  the  matter  of  sorghum 
molasses,  which  was  served  to  us  so  liberally,  that  in  a  short  time 
the  camp  was  known  by  the  name  of  "Camp  Sorghum."  No 
I  fresh  meat  was  furnished  us  at  all.   nor  a  single  cooking  utensil. 

Our  Yankee  ingenuity  was  busily  employed  to  devise  methods  to 
supply  the  deficiency.  We  made  ovens  out  of  clay;  fiat  stones 
were  set  over  furnaces,  and  old  tins  were  fabricated  into  such 
dishes  as  our  graving  tools  would  allow.  Mush  or  sepawn  was 
our  staple  article  of  food. 

Repeatedly  before  my  arrival  at  Columbia  had  I  endeavored  to 
make  my  escape,  always  failing  from  one  cause  or  another.     I  now 
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resolved  upon  another  attempt.  My  first  step  was  to  procure 
shoes.  I  made  frequent  endeavors,  but  could  not  raise  the  amount 
of  eighty  dollars,  Confederate  currency,  which  was  their  price,  so 
I  gave  up  that  idea  and  concluded  to  go  with  my  old  ones,  trust- 
ing to  luck  for  a  better  pair.  They  were  accordingly  repaired  by 
a  fellow  prisoner,  so  that  they  were  made  to  answer  for  a  time. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  I  had  resolved  to  make  the  attempt 
to  escape.  There  were  four  of  us  engaged  in  the  plan.  We  had 
bribed  one  of  the  guards,  and  every  thing  thus  far  appeared  pro- 
pitious. In  the  afternoon  I  observed  that  several  of  the  convales- 
cent prisoners  from  the  hospital  had  been  permitted  to  come  into 
the  camp.  The  hospital  was  situated  at  a  distance  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  all  the  prisoners  who  were  sent  there  were 
paroled.  At  this  time  several  of  them  had  come  to  the  camp  to 
visit  their  acquaintances  and  make  purchases  of  the  sutler,  and 
were  passed  back  through  the  guard  by  higher  officers.  The  idea 
flashed  upon  my  mind  that  I  would  assume  the  character  of  a  conva- 
lescent prisoner.  Accordingly  I  threw  my  blanket  over  my 
shoulder,  purchased  a  piece  of  meat,  and  taking  a  cane  to  aid  my 
steps,  I  limped  along  to  the  place  where  guard  number  one  was 
standing,  and  requested  him  to  call  the  corporal,  as  I  desired  to 
return  to  the  hospital.  At  the  moment  the  sergeant  came  along, 
and  inquired  of  the  guard  about  this  matter  of  paroling  the  prison- 
ers at  the  hospital.  My  situation,  it  will  readily  enough  be  per- 
ceived, was  one  that  required  an  unlimited  amount  of  assurance. 
While  the  guard  was  explaining  the  matter  for  the  sergeant,  I 
limped  forward  to  the  guard  line,  and  continued  on,  without  ask- 
ing or  being  asked  any  questions.  My  comrades  were  watching 
my  movements  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  spectacle  of  my  assumed 
lameness. 

I  remained  at  the  hospital  till  about  eight  o'clock  that  evening, 
taking  good  care  to  miss  the  surgeon  as  he  made  his  rounds.  Just 
at  dark,  Lieutenant  Hallett,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
joined  me,  having  succeeded  in  eluding  the  guard  in  the  same 
manner.  We  had  now  to  prepare  for  departure.  Our  fellow- 
prisoners  at  the  hospital  aided  us  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  A 
supply  of  provisions  was  furnished  us,  and  the  superintendent, 
Captain  Powell,  of  a  New  York  zouave  regiment,  presented  me 
with  a  bottle  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  with  which  to  prepare  my 
feet  in  case  that  we  should  be  pursued  by  bloodhounds. 

At  8  o'clock  we  set  out  upon  our  journey.     Proceeding  to  a 
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spot  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  camp  wo  waited  till  10 
o'clock.  Lieutenants  Leith  and  Bath,  of  my  regiment,  had  bribed 
a  sentinel  to  let  them  escape.  Another  guard  saw  them  and  fired 
upon  them.  Lieutenant  Leith  fell  down  behind  a  stump  to  avoid 
being  hit.  While  we  were  waiting  for  them,  two  other  prisoners 
passed  us  who  had  also  succeeded  in  escaping.  At  10  o'clock  the 
guards  were  relieved  ;  and  supposing  that  the  two  lieutenants 
could  not  now  join  us,  I  resolved  to  go  on.  A  rain  storm  now 
begun,  and  continued  all  night  and  the  day  following.  I  endea- 
vored  to  reach  the  Saluda  river  ;  but,  although  I  could  hear  the 
water  flowing  over  the  dam,  I  could  find  no  path  leading  to  it. 
The  only  way  that  I  could  tell  the  road  was  by  its  greater  smooth- 
i|  ness.     In  this  way  we  spent  the  night,  several  times  retracing  our 

steps  for  miles.  Just  before  daybreak,  November  21st,  we  came 
to  an  old  mule  stable  in  the  woods,  and,  being  very  tired,  went  in 
to  rest.  At  daylight  a  man  entered,  and  remained  a  few  minutes, 
but  did  not  see  us.  Looking  out,  we  observed  a  house  at  a  little 
distance,  and  a  plowed  field.  Just  then  a  little  boy  came  to  the 
stable.  He  saw  us  and  was  frightened  almost  out  of  his  senses. 
Hurrying  from  the  place  a  perfect  picture  of  terror,  he  ran  scream- 
ing to  the  house.  Of  course,  we  also  left  the  place,  running  across 
the  plowed  field  at  the  top  of  our  speed.  We  reached  the  woods, 
and  came"  to  a  brook,  into  which  we  went  and  waded  a  considera- 
ble distance,  that  we  might  not  be  discovered  by  dogs.     Having 

secreted  ourselves  for  several  hours,  and  hearing  nothing,  we  con- 

... 
eluded  to  risk  an  endeavor  by  daylight  to  find  the  river,  relying 

b  upon   the   rain,  that  continued  to  pour  down,  to  keep  every  body 

at  home.  Our  temerity  can  well  be  imagined,  when  it  shall  have 
become  known  that  the  stable  was  so  near  the  camp  that  we  could 
hear  our  fellow-prisoners  talking.  We  soon  reached  the  river, 
and  walked  along  its  bank  for  about  two  miles  in  hope  to  find 
material  for  a  raft.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  dam  we 
discovered  a  flat  boat,  which  was  used  to  bring  forage  from  an 
island  in  the  river.  But  even  then  our  fortune  seemed  to  be 
adverse.  The  excessive  rain  had  caused  a  freshet ;  there  were 
rocks  in  the  river ;  and  the  existence  of  the  island  made  it  neces- 
sary that  we  should  drift  down  close  to  the  dam  before  we 
attempted  to  get  across.  Waiting  for  night,  we  unchained  the 
boat  at  dark,  each  one  taking  a  bit  of  broken  board  for  a  paddle. 
1  took  my  position  at  the  upper  end  and  drove  the  boat  across  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  current  struck  the  long  side  at  an  angle, 
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enabling  us  to  roach  the  island  without  any  paddling.  On  arriving 
at  the  lower  extremity  we  found  the  current  to  be  very  strong; 
but  employing  the  same  method  as  before,  and  rowing  our  best, 
we  succeeded  in  effecting  a  crossing,  just  escaping  the  dam.  We 
chained  the  boat  to  a  tree,  that  no  suspicion  might  arise  of  its 
employment  by  escaping  prisoners. 

We  were  now  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Saluda,  and  had  no 
more  large  rivers  to  cross  before  reaching  the  mountains.  Our 
next  purpose  was  to  find  the  main  road  which  leads  to  Greenville. 
We  reached  it  at  10  o'clock  at  ni^ht,  after  a  walk  of  two  miles. 
The  rain  had  now  ceasod  to  fall,  and  the  ground  was  freezing  fast. 
We  had  gone  about  five  miles  when  hunger  began  to  assail  us;  our 
scanty  supply  of  provisions  had  given  out,  and  it  was  time  to  cast 
about  us  for  more.  We  soou  arrived  at  a  plantation,  and  per- 
ceived that  all  the  negroes  had  not  gone  to  bed.  I  scrambled  over 
the  fence  surrounding  their  quarters,  too  hungry  to  regard  the 
barking  of  the  dogs.     Presently  a  man  came  out  aud  spoke  to  him. 

He  exhibited  signs  of  pleasure  when  he  learned  that  1  was  a 
Union  soldier,  and  on  my  demand  fcr  food,  promised  to  see  what 
he  could  do,  cautioning  me  not  let  any  -body  else  see  me,  as  some 
of  the  children  might  tell  of  me  unwittingly. 

He  then  called  an  old  woman  out  of  the  hut  and  enquired 
whether  she  could  make  some  corn  bread.  She  stared  at  me  for 
a  moment,  and  then  set  about  the  task.  Meanwhile  our  hospita- 
ble entertainer  took  us  to  a  building  across  the  road,  in  which  was 
a  large  pile  of  corn  husks.  Here  we  waited  till  he  came  with 
bread  enough  for  a  light  repast,  all  that  he  could  spare.  After 
eating,  we  set  out  again  upon  our  journey. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  22d,  we  looked  about  us 
for  a  place  to  hide  in  during  the  day.  We  came  to  a  plantation 
with  a  negro  house  on  it,  standing  across  the  road  from  the  main 
building;  I  observed  a  colored  man  attending  to  some  matter  out- 
side, and  holding  a  pine  torch.  He  presently  entered  the  house; 
after  which  I  went  up,  and  peeping  in  saw  only  a  man  and  a 
woman.  I  knocked  and  he  came  to  the  door.  "  I  am  a  Union 
soldier  escaping  from  prison,''  I  answered  to  his  look  of  inquiry. 
"  I  tell  you,  massa,"  he  eagerly  exclaimed,  "you  have  struck  the 
right  man  this  time." 

He  was  a  preacher,  and  informed  me  that  although  escaping 
prisoners  had  gone  every  side,  no  one  had  ever  before  called  at 
his  house.     He  presented  us  with  some  cake,  and  directed  us  to  a 
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place  of  concealment  during  the  clay.  It  would  be  safe  for  us  to  build 
a  fire,  he  assured  us,  as  we  could  not  be  seen.  He  promised  to  come  to 
us  in  a  few  hours  and  bring  us  something  to  take  with  us.  As,  however, 
he  did  not  keep  his  appointment,  we  returned  to  his  house  about  9 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  His  wife  informed  us  that  he  had  been  sent 
away  in  the  morning  upon  an  errand,  and  had  not  returned.  She  gave 
us  some  provisions  to  carry  with  us,  and  we  resumed  our  journey. 

The  next  day,  the  23d,  we  lay  concealed  in  a  piece  of  woodland 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  road.  Nobody  passed  us  as 
we  could  ascertain.  We  had  to  pass  that  night  a  little  place  called 
Frog  Level.  Notwithstanding  our  caution,  we  found  that  we  had 
entered  the  town  before  we  were  aware  of  it.  This  was  not  a 
pleasant  circumstance,  for  there  were  guards  stationed  there.  Ob- 
serving a  fire  at  a  short  distance  from  the  road,  we  were  careful 
to  give  it  a  wide  berth.  Our  apprehensions  were  correct;  as  we 
passed  by  it,  we  could  see  the  guards  near  it,  asleep.  We  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  through  without  being  seen  or  molested.  About 
ten  miles  on  we  found  a  number  of  negro  houses.  I  went  stealthily 
from  one  to  another,  finding  no  light  till  I  reached  the  last.  There 
were  two  women  here,  the  house  servants,  and  very  fair  in  com- 
plcxion.  They  welcomed  us  with  much  cordiality,  and  hastened 
to  prepare  us  a  warm  meal.  As  they  were  allowed  provisions 
from  the  house,  the  repast  was  \ery  nice,  consisting  in  part  of 
wheat  bread  and  sweetmeats,  which  luxuries  we  had  not  tasted 
for  many  months.  They  also  furnished  us  with  food  sufficient 
to  last  us  the  next  two  days. 

The  24th  of  November  we  spent  in  a  pine  wood  of  second 
growth.  Being  but  a  short  distance  from  the  railroad,  we  saw 
trains  of  cars  pass.  We  resumed  our  journey  at  night  and  reached 
a  place  about  ten  miles  from  Lawrence.  We  had  consumed  our 
provisions,  and  were  obliged  to  look  about  for  a  fresh  supply. 
Passing  by  a  plantation,  we  found  the  negro  quarters  near  the 
woods,  which  were  close  to  the  road.  A  negro  soon  came  out  to 
l£  feed    a  pair   of  mules.     We   accosted    him    and    were   cordially 

received.  He  informed  us  that  there  were  no  white  persons  on 
the  plantation,  every  man  being  in  the  rebel  army.  The  negroes 
had  the  entire  charge  of  the  place,  except  that  a  brother  of  the 
owner  came  occasionally  to  ascertain  how  matters  were  going  on- 

We  were  treated  to  a  generous  breakfast  and  invited  to  sleep 

on  their  beds  during  the  day.     Although  they  assured  us  that  we 

i  would  incur  no   danger  by  so  doing,   we  could  not  dismiss  the 
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apprehension  that  the  brother  might  come  that  very  day,  and  so 
repaired  to  the  woods  to  sleep,  in  spite  of  the  cold.  They  brought 
our  dinner  to  us  at  noon  ;  after  which  they  slaughtered  a  pig, 
roasted  a  part  of  it,  and  baked  bread,  that  they  might  fill  our 
haversacks.     We  had  an  abundance  when  we  set  out  that  night. 

We  had  the  difficult  task  to  perform  of  going  around  Lawrence. 
We  walked  ten  miles  and  then  took  to  the  fields.  Several  packs 
of  bloodhounds  were  kept  in  that  place,  besides  an  abundance  of 
dogs  of  other  breeds.  Our  route  was  through  bars,  corn  fields 
and  swamps  ;  besides,  there  were  several  streams  to  cross,  the 
water  of  which  was  very  cold.  Finally  we  succeeded  in  making 
the  circuit  of  the  town  and  struck  a  road  leading  northward,  which 
we  followed  till  morning.  We  were  aware,  however,  that  it  was 
not  the  road  to  Greenville,  which  was  our  direct  route.  We  made 
about  sixteen  miles  that  night.  Lieut.  Hallett  was  sick  from  over- 
eating on  the  day  before.  We  remained  in  a  pine  wood  all 
that  day.  At  night  we  espied  a  colored  man,  who  gave  us  direc- 
tions by  which  to  r<\aeh  the  Greenville  road.  We  had  to  make  a 
long  tramp  through  the  bushes,  following  a  mere  path  for  a  dis- 
tance of  five  miles.     Fortunately  we  did  not  lose  our  way. 

We  had  an  adventure,  however,  not  destitute  of  peril,  which  a 
little  tact  and  adroitness  enabled  us  to  escape.  A  man  was  fol. 
lowing  us  on  horseback,  and,  the  road  being  saiuly,  we  did  not 
hear  him  till  he  had  come  close  upon  us.  As  we  stepped  aside  to 
a  comer  of  the  fence,  as  was  our  practice,  he  discovered  us,  and 
demanded  who  was  there.  We  made  no  answer ;  upon  which  he 
turned  his  horse  and  rode  toward  us.  I  arose  from  the  ground 
and  started  alon^,  that  he  mifidit  not  come  too  near  and  so  ascertain 
what  we  were.  At  the  same  time  I  remarked  that  I  had  supposed 
that  it  was  the  patrol,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  be  bothered  with 
them.  To  this  he  replied  :  "All  right;  go  ahead."  We  did"  so  ; 
and,  coming  to  a  piece  of  woods,  turned  aside  into  a  little  wagon 
road  and  moistened  our  feet  with  turpentine.  We  then  returned 
to  the  high  road  and  hastened  forward  at  a  rapid  pace.  It  was 
our  purpose  to  mislead  pursuers  in  case  that  dogs  should  be  set 
upon  our  track,  as  they  would  follow  us  to  the  wagon  road  and 
there  lose  the  scent.  No  dogs  appeared,  however,  and  I  don't 
know  whether  any  pursuit  was  attempted.  We  made  twenty 
miles  this  night ;  but  were  compelled  to  stop,  as  Lieut.  Hallett 
became  too  much  exhausted  to  go  farther. 

We  hid  two  adventures  the  next  night.     We  were  careful  to 
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make  little  noise  in  walking;  but  nevertheless  two  men  came  close 
upon  us  before  we  could  perceive  them  and  hide.  We  hurried 
about  two  rods  away  from  the  road,  and  laid  down  in  the  tall 
grass.  Our  blankets  appeared  of  about  the  same  color  as  the 
grass,  so  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  approach  very  close  to  de- 
tect us,  although  the  moon  shone  very  brightly.  The  men  stopped 
at  the  point  where  we  had  left  the  road,  and  called  to  us  to  come 
out  to  them,  as  we  were  seen.  AVe  did  not  obey.  After  calling 
two  or  three  times,  one  of  them  declared  to  the  other  that  he  was 
sure  that  he  saw  some  one.  The  other  answered  that  he  could 
almost  swear  that  he  did.  After  a  few  moments,  however,  to  our 
great  relief,  they  walked  on. 
J  Our  provisions  by  this  time  had  given  out,  which  annoyed  me 

very  much.  Lieutenant  Hallett,  like  most  cavalrymen,  would  eat 
all  that  he  wanted  whenever  he  obtained  it,  and  would  take  no 
care  for  getting  more.  I  used  to  divide  with  him  whatever  stores 
we  received;  but  although  I  repeatedly  assured  him  that  he  must 
not  expect  to  have  any  more  from  me,  he  would  not  be  thought- 
ful, but  persisted  in  eating  as  he  walked.  He  would  presently 
become  so  hungry  that  he  would  not  keep  up  with  me,  and  I 
would  again  divide  my  stock  with  him.  But  all  ray  remon- 
strances did  not  make  him  provident. 

We  had  traveled  about  two  miles  after  the  two  men  had  left  us, 
when  we  came  to  a  plantation.  As  usual  I  made  my  way  to  the 
negro  quarters  in  quest  of  food.  They  were  situated  close  to  the 
road,  and  there  was  a  dog  to  each  hut,  that  set  up  an  incessant 
barking.  As  I  was  waiting  impatiently  for  them  to  stop,  the 
two    men  whom   we  had   seen  a^ain   passed   by  alon£  the  road. 

OX  v  CD 

They  were  talking  about  us,  each  of  them  declaring  that  he  was 
positive  that  he  had  seen  somebody.  After  waiting  two  hours,  I 
got  past  the  dogs  and  obtained  a  scanty  supply  of  bread. 

We  had  gone  on  about  two  miles  farther,  when  we  heard  a 
horse  coining  towards  us  from  a  side  road.  We  hastened  to  get 
out  of  the  way,  and  lay  down  in  front  of  a  pair  of  bars.  The 
place  was  a  station,  and  the  man  riding  on  the  horse  was  the 
guard.  He  stopped  here  about  an  hour.  The  horse  perceived 
us,  and  would  keep  moving  about,  greatly  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  rider.  I  lay  there  in  perfect  torture.  My  position,  lying 
upon  my  face,  might  answer  very  well  for  a  brief  time;. but  my 
hands  were  under  me,  and  I  dare  not  move  lest  I  should  attract 
his  attention.     As  the  horse  would  not  keep  still,  the  guard  finally 
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moved  about  ten  rods  up  the  road,     We  lost  no  time  in  crawling 
away  and  leaving  him  to  his  loncty  duty. 

At  morning  we  arrived  at  a  little  river,  which  seemed  to  be  a 
formidable  obstacle  at  first,  as  it  flowed  among  the  rocks.  It  had 
no  bridge,  but  as  the  road  passed  through  it,  we  resolved  to  ford 
it  at  once,  and  so  have  the  entire  day  for  drying  our  clothes.  We 
then  secreted  ourselves  in  the  woods  about  forty  rods  distant. 
Our  place  of  concealment  was  at  the  side  of  a  log.  We  always 
sought  that  protection  whenever  we  could,  unless  we  found  a  tree- 
top  that  would  serve  our  purpose  better.  Several  times  we  hid 
ourselves  so  effectually  that  we  could  not  be  seen,  except  a  persou 
should  come  within  a  few  feet.  On  this  occasion,  though  our 
position  was  not  easy  of  access,  we  could  see  the  inhabitants  on 
their  way  to  the  ford. 

We  were  now  about  six  miles  from  Greenville,  S.  C.  Our  pre- 
dicament was  far  from  safe,  as  the  district  was  more  thickly  set- 
tled than  we  had  heretofore  found  to  be  the  case.  But  we  had 
no  alternative.  There  was  but  one  road  leading  northward  from 
that  town.  We  must  find  it,  as  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  go 
through  the  Saluda  Gap  to  Ashville,  in  North  Carolina.  We  ac- 
cordingly set  out  for  Greenville  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening; 
but  owing  to  various  delays,  did  not  arrive  till  midnight.  Disregard- 
ing the  risk  we  determined  to  follow  the  streets,  near  the  suburbs, 
and  so  go  through  the  town  instead  of  making  a  circuit  of  several 
miles.  Fortunately  we  encountered  no  one,  and  escaped  all  un- 
toward accidents.  Arriving  on  the  northern  side  of  town,  we  turned 
to  the  right,  and  after  passing  several  streets,  came  to  a  broad 
macadamized  road.  We  presumed  it  to  be  the  one  for  which  we 
were  seeking,  but  could  not  venture  to  make  inquiries  before  set- 
ting out.  The  wagon  trains  which  we  saw  tended,  however,  to 
mitigate  our  suspense   long  before  we  became  positively  assured. 

About  two  miles  from  Greenville  the  road  became  very  muddy. 
The  ground  was  low,  and  our  mode  of  getting  along  was  by  keep- 
ing close  to  the  fence.  In  the  worst  spots  rails  had  been  laid 
down  for  foot  passengers.  Morning  finally  drew  on,  and  we  be- 
gaii  to  look  about  for  food,  having  fasted  for  thirty-four  hours. 
Approaching  a  plantation,  we  heard  the  crowing  of  chicken.-,  and 
resolved  we  would  secure  several  of  them.  After  waiting  several 
minutes  one  crowed  from  his  perch,  near  the  house,  and  was  ans- 
wered from  a  wagon  barn,  by  the  road.  We  hastened  to  the 
latter  building  as  being  the  safer  place   for  operation.     Making 
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our  way  past  two  vehicles  we  found  an  open  space,  and  heard  the 
noise  of  the  poultry  overhead.  I  climbed  up  to  their  perch  and 
was  just  ready  to  seize  one  when  our  depredations  were  speedily 
arrested.  A  party  of  dogs  occupying  the  floor  now  set  up  the 
loudest  harking  that  I  had  ever  heard.  Fearful,  not  of  the  doge, 
but  lest  somebody  should  come  from  the  house  and  discover  us, 
we  hurried  out  of  the  barn,  scaled  a  fence  ten  feet  high  and  ran 
for  the  woods.  There  were  no  blood-hounds  north  of  Greenville, 
so  that  having  once  got  away,  we  were  comparatively  safe,  as  we 
supposed. 

We  had  gone  but  a  short  distance,  however,  when  we  per- 
ceived camp  fires.  We  had  great  difficulty  in  making  a  circuit 
around,  as  the  undergrowth  was  very  thick,  and  the  cracking  of 
the  leaves  and  dry  sticks  under  our  feet  made  much  noise.  Hav- 
ing finally  succeeded  in  getting  again  into  the  road,  we  had  not 
advanced  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  when' we  found  ourselves  in 
the  midst  of  another  train.  This  time  there  were  no  camp  tires, 
which  occasioned  our  mistake.  Believing  it  to  be  as  perilous  to 
retreat  as  to  push  forward,  we  went  on  and  encountered  nobody. 
We  had  not  passed  the  last  wagon,  however,  but  a  short  way,  when 
we  heard  the  order  given  to  the  teamsters  to  turn  out  and  feed 
their  teams.  About  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  we  came  to  a 
mountain;  and  daylight  having  come  on,  we  ascended  and  lay 
down  by  the  side  of  a  log.  We  could  see  teams  passing  all  day. 
Our  journey  that  night  was  more  than  usually  difficult.  Every- 
body  seemed  to  be  astir,  and  we  had  to  avoid  the  houses,  not 
daring  to  go  to  any  of  them,  although  we  had  fasted  forty-eight 
hours. 

We  had  walked  nine  miles,  when  we  came  to  a  plantation. 
Guided  by  the  noise  we  approached  a  spot  where  was  a  company 
of  negroes  husking  corn  and  singing.  We  waited  till  they  had 
stopped  work  for  the  night,  and  then  watched  our  opportunity  to 
speak  to  one  of  them.  He  conducted  us  into  a  corn  held,  and 
there  left  us  with  a  promise  to  bring  us  food.  After  a  long  delay 
we  heard  the  noise  of  several  persons  approaching,  and  were  ap- 
prehensive that  he  had  betrayed  us.  We  had  already  taken  the 
precaution  to  remove  a  little  distance.  The  party  consisted  of 
colored  men,  and  they  had  brought  us  our  food  on  a  platter.  It 
was  all  that  they  had,  and  we  soon  learned  that  for  their  liberality 
they  must  go  without  their  breakfast.  At  this  we  offered  to  take 
up  with  some  parched  corn  ;  but  they  insisted  that  we  should  eat 
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it  all,  remarking  that  they  often  eked  out  their  food  with  corn,  a.s 
their  rations  which  were  issued  to  them  daily  were  often  insuffi- 
cient. They  also  informed  us  that  we  were  upon  the  right  road, 
and  were  now  twenty-five  miles  from  Greenville.  We  told  them 
of  our  stopping  place  of  the  previous  day,  and  learned  that  it  was 
nine  miles  distant.  They  could  give  us  no  food  to  carry  with  us, 
and  we  supplied  ourselves  with  corn  for  parching. 

We  were  now  at  the  foot  of  the  Saluda  mountains.  We  could  not 
expect  to  obtain  any  more  provisions,-  till  we  could  reach  the 
northern  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Resuming  our  journey  we 
arrived  at  a  mountain,  and  climbing  up,  lay  down  for  the  clay 
in  a  little  hollow.  At  night  we  built  a  fire  and  parched  a  part  of 
our  corn.  We  had  observed  army  wagons  passing  all  day,  and 
knew  that  at  night  they  would  stop  at  any  point  where  there  was 
room.  The  road  had  been  cut  through  the  mountains,  and  is  often 
so  narrow  thai:  two  wagons  can  barely  pass.  Wherever  there  was 
a  level  piece  of  ground  there  would  be  several  wagons  stopped 
for  the  night. 

We  set  out  at  dark,  and  generally  had  but  little  difficulty  in 
crawling  around  these  camps.  But  in  a  few  instances,  the  team- 
sters had  stopped  in  the  narrow  cuts,  where  there  was  but  just 
room  for  a  team  to  pass  them.  It  was  impossible  for  us  to  climb 
the  mountain,  as  the  side  was  perpendicular  for  many  feet.  We 
were  obliged  to  get  by  several  wagons,  going  So  close  that  we 
could  touch  them. 

Once  when  we  had  come  to  such  a  place,  there  was  a  small 
house,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  chance  to  get  past,  except  by 
o-oimr  close  to  the  watjon.  At  this  moment  a  do^  began  to  bark, 
and  roused  the  inmates  of  the  house.  About  an  hour  afterward 
we  made  a  second  attempt  with  a  like  result.  We  went  back  some 
distance,  and  discovered  a  place  where  we  could  ascend.  The 
mountain  was  so  steep  that  it  was  diriicult  to  keep  from  slipping 
down  into  the  road.  As  we  passed  the  house,  although  we  were 
many  feet  above,  it  seemed  as  though  a  single  leap  would  bring 
us  down  to  the  roof.  When  we  attempted  to  descend,  we  encoun- 
tered a  new  perplexity.  There  was  a  distance  of  about  thirty  idQl 
almost  perpendicular.  We  must  go  back  or  go  down.  I  seized 
a,  small  tree  by  the  top,  which  grew  close  to  the  margin  of  the 
precipice,  and  swung  myself  down  as  far  as  it  would  go  ;  then 
letting  loose  slided  the  remainder  of  the  way  safely  to  the  road. 
Lieutenant  Hal  let  followed  my  example. 
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Having  crossed  the  Saluda  mountains,  we  reached  Green  river 
which  divides  them  from  the  Blue  Ridge.  We  found  the  water 
very  cold  when  we  were  fording.  Our  limbs  became  perfectly 
numb,  and  as  we  emerged  from  the  water,  our  clothes  were  frozen 
stiff.  It  was  now  almost  morning,  and  we  had  to  look  for  a  hiding 
place.  We  were  very  tired,  as  well  as  cold,  wet,  and  hungry, 
and  soon  were  sleeping  soundly. 

The  next  night  we  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge.  No  incident  of 
interest  occurred.  We  had  now  entered  North  Carolina,  the 
boundary  line  running  along  the  top  of  this  range  of  mountains. 
The  road  is  very  dangerous,  being  very  narrow  in  many  places. 
On  one  side  the  rush  of  water  can  be  heard,  resounding  as  though 
it  was  several  hundred  feet  below  ;  on  the  other  side  the  mountain 
stood  so  high,  that  the  top  could  not  be  seen.  At  times  we  had 
to  pass  back  and  forth  on  the  side  of  one,  in  order  to  accomplish 
the  ascent.  After  leaving  the  mountain  seven  miles  behind,  we 
found  daylight  approaching.  We  could  only  lie  down  in  an 
indifferent  place  of  concealment.  In  a  short  time  an  ambulance 
came  along  filled  with  rebel  soldiers.  We  had  nothing  to  protect 
us  from  their  sight,  yet  they  passed  within  two  rods  without  dis- 
covering us.  As  soon  as  they  had  got  away;  we  looked  around 
and  perceived  a  wood  road  which  had  escaped  our  observation. 
We  changed  our  quarters,  and  were  not  again  molested. 

That  night  we  were  destined  again  to  meet  with  an  adventure. 
A  short  distance  from  the  Blue  Ridge  is  the  town  of  Henderson. 
Passing  a  place  the  previous  evening,  we  supposed  it  to  be  that 
town,  and  made  no  further  calculation.  We  set  out  about  nine 
o'clock,  and  came  to  a  pike  which  crossed  a  marsh  about  one  mile 
wide.  A  small  river  flowed  through  the  middle.  On  the  further 
side  were  buildings  which  we  conjectured  to  belong  to  a  planta- 
tion, and  attempted  to  pass  in  our  usual  way.  But  we  immedi- 
ately found  that  we  had  entered  a  large  village.  About  a  block 
ahead  a  procession  of  boys  and  men,  of  all  colors,  were  approach- 
ing us.  Their  torches  prevented  them  from  discovering  us.  We 
immediately  climbed  the  fence  and  lay  down  by  a  vacant  building 
till  the  procession  had  passed  ;  after  which  we  hurried  by  a  cross 
•street  to  the  outskirts  of  the  village.  We  met  several  persons, 
but  were  not  noticed.  Arriving  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  we 
took  the  main  road  again  for  Ashville. 

Between  Henderson  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  was  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  handsome  country  seats  that  I  had  witnessed    in  the   same 
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space,  either  north  or  south.  They  were  tastefully  fitted  up,  both 
in  regard  to  the  houses  and  the  grounds.  They  were  the  summer 
residences  of  Charleston  merchants. 

Having  left  Henderson  a  few  miles  behind,  we  bethought  our- 
selves of  obtaining  a  fresh  supply  of  food.  Our  corn  had  been 
consumed,  and  we  were  very  hungry.  Arriving  at  a  plantation, 
we  ascertained  that  the  main  building  was  unoccupied.  We 
attempted  to  obtain  provisions  from  the  negroes,  but  they  refused 
us,  saying  that  their  master  belonged  to  the  other  side.  Appre- 
hending treachery,  I  interrogated  them  about  the  direction  of 
several  roads  which  we  did  not  mean  to  take.  As  we  left  the 
yard,  I  discovered  a  Hock  of  geese,  and  succeeded  in  killing  two 
of  them.  Coming  to  a  piece  of  dense  woodland  we  turned  aside, 
and  soon  found  a  secluded  nook  beyond  a  little  hill,  where  we 
ventured  to  build  a  fire,  fixing  our  blankets  around  it  so  as  to  shield 
it  from  observation.  Our  cooking  occupied  about  two  hours, 
We  roasted  our  geese  with  the  feathers  on;  and  they  came  off 
with  the  skin,  leaving  the  carcasses  unburned.  Although  the  fiesh 
was  not  thoroughly  roasted,  and  was  very  tough,  it  was  as  savory 
to  me  as  any  food  that  I  had  ever  eaten.  Fortunately  I  had  taken 
the  precaution  to  bring  some  salt  along.  Finally  having  extin- 
guished our  fire,  and  put  up  what  remained  of  our  repast,  we 
resumed  our  journey  and  walked  all  night. 

We  could  find  no  woods  suitable  for  a  hiding  place  the  next 
morning,  but  finally  about  sunrise  reached  a  mountain  covered 
with  second  growth  pine.  During  the  day  we  observed  a  brigade 
of  rebel  troops  passing.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Henderson 
to  perform  guarding  duty.  If  we  had  been  a  single  night  later 
in  our  journey,  we  would  have  been  obliged  to  make  our  way 
through  them  with  every  peril  of  being  recaptured. 

We  were  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ashville,  and  there  was 
a  division  of  troops  stationed  there,  so  that  we  had  to  be  very 
cautious.  The  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  houses  along  the 
road  that  night,  apprised  us  of  this.  After  traveling  ten  miles  we 
reached  a  plantation,  and  made  our  way  at  once  to  the  negro 
quarters.  Knocking  at  the  door  of  one  of  the  houses,  I  was 
immediately  admitted,  and  they  treated  us  with  the  greatest 
deference.  They  were  all  fed  from  a  common  table,  so  that  the 
cook  who  attempted  to  serve  us,  had  to  be  very  careful  not  to  be 
seen  by  any  member  of  the  family.  After  some  delay,  however, 
she  succeeded  in  getting  for  us  an   excellent   meal.     They   had 
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plenty  of  apples,  and  gave   us  all  that   we  could  carry.     One  of 
them  undertook  to  be  our  guide. 

This  was  a  necessary  precaution.  The  rebel  pickets  were  but 
a  mile  distant,  and  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  pass 
them  unobserved,  without  knowing  thoroughly  the  district.  Our 
guide  conducted  us  by  a  by-road  around  them,  and  went  on  several 
miles  with   us.     He   then   gave  us  directions   for  finding  another 

(plantation  on  the  bank  of  the  Suananoah  river,  five  miles  beyond 
Ashville,  where  four  Union  officers  were  concealed. 
Upon  approaching  within  about  half  a  mile,  we  heard  somebody 
coming,  and  immediately  lay  down  in  our  usual  manner,  covered 
by  our  blankets.  It  proved  to  be  a  negro,  and  we  accosted  him. 
He  told  us  the  way,  but  when  we  enquired  whether  their  were 
Union  officers  there,  he  declared  that  he  did  not  know  of  any, 
although  he  belonged  on  the  plantation.  We  presumed  at  once 
that  his  ignorance  was  a  mask  put  on  under  the  apprehension  that 
we  might  be  rebel  spies. 

On  our  arrival,  we  repaired  at  once  to  the  negro  quarters,  and 
were  admitted  at  once  into  a  room  where  were  twelve  grown  men. 
We  at  once  explained  that  we  were  Union  officers  escaping  from 
Columbia,  and  informed  them  who  had  sent  us  to  them.  They 
recognized  him  at  once.  Upon  our  inquiry  for  the  four  Union 
officers,  they  answered  us  that  the  men  were  hidden  in  the  barn, 
and  would  come  in  before  long.  In  a  few  moments  we  were 
joined  by  Captain  Bowers,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Penn- 
sylvania; Lieutenant  Randall,  of  the  Eightieth  Illinois;  Lieutenant 
Kelly,  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Carroll,  of 
theEleventh  Tennessee  Cavalry.  I  had  known  them  slightly  in  camp. 
They  had  escaped  from  Columbia  on  the  3d  of  November,  and  so 
had  been  out  seventeen  days  before  we  started.  They  had  been 
here  a  week  waiting  for  the  moon  to  come  up. 

None  of  the  family  were  living  on  the  plantation.     The  owner 

was  a  member  of  the  senate  of  North  Carolina,  then  in  session  at 

m  Raleigh.     I  cannot  remember  his   name.     His  wife  and  children 

lived  in  Ashville.     It  was  their  practice  to  visit  the  plantation  once 

or  twice  a  week. 

The  negroes  were  abundantly  supplied  with  meal  and  potatoes, 
as  well  as  pork.  They  now  put  a  bushel  of  potatoes  into  the  ashes 
of  the  huge  Dutch  lire-place,  and  when  they  were  thoroughly 
roasted,  put  in  a  fresh  supply.  We  had  our  fill  of  potatoes  and 
bread,  after  which  we  sat  up  the  whole  night  conversing  and  plan- 
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ning  our  journey.  At  daybreak  the  negroes  conducted  us  to  a 
cornfield,  and  secreted  us  in  a  shed  which  was  full  of  husks.  This 
structure  was,  indeed,  primitive.  Posts  had  been  set  in  the 
ground,  and  a  pole  laid  on  the  top  against  which  rails  were  placed 
in  a  leaning  position.  These  were  covered  with  straw  to  keepv 
out  the  rain.  We  crawled  in  atop  of  the  husks,  and  the  negroes 
threw  them  up  at  the  end  so  that  no  one  could  look  in  and  dis- 
cover us.  I  did  not  sleep,  however,  for  somebody  would  be  ■ 
stirring  every  moment,  and  the  noise  roused  me  effectually. 

During  the  day  the  mistress  of  the  plantation  came  out  from 
Ashville  with  her  two  sons,  lads  of  about  twelve  and  fourteen 
years.  The  boys  went  out  to  hunt,  and  came  to  the  cornfield 
where  several  of  the  men  were  at  work.  One  of  them  going  to 
the  shed,  was  about  to  crawl  in  where  we  were,  but  one  of  the 
men  directed  him  to  come  away,  as  he  would  spoil  the  husks  by 
trampling  on  them.  We  could  look  out  through  holes  in  the 
straw  and  see  them. 

Just  before  dark  we  returned  to  the  house  and  took  supper. 
Preparations  were  now  made  to  cross  the  Alleghanies.  We  obtained 
from  our  generous  entertainers  what  bread  we  could,  about  two 
pounds  apiece,  and  filled  up  our  haversacks  with  roasted  potatoes. 
They  conducted  us  to  the  French  Broad  river,  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant, and  conveyed  us  over  in  a  canoe.  We  then  bade  them  fare- 
well, and  set  out  for  the  west. 

We  had  traveled  two  hundred  miles  since  leaving  Columbia, 
and  it  was  still  one  hundred  miles  farther  to  Kuoxville.  As 
Lieutenant  Carroll  had  professed  to  know  this  region  thoroughly, 
and  the  different  places,  I  was  indulging  confidently  the  hope  that 
a  man  more  competent  than  myself  would  lead  the  party.  But 
1 1\  this  hope   was  dashed  suddenly  to  the  ground.     We  had  not  got 

forty  rods  from  the  house,  when  he  addressed  me:  "You  had  bet- 
ter go  ahead  at  first;  Lieutenant  Ilallet  says  that  you  are  splendid 
at  keeping  a  course."  There  was  no  escape  for  me;  I  must  accept 
the  position. 

Before  we  had  gone  far,  we  encountered  a  cavalryman  armed 
with  a  sabre  and  carbine,  who  demanded  our  business.  I  replied 
that  we  were  going  into  the  town;  that  we  were  strangers  in  that 
region,  and  had  been  looking  about;  concluding  by  asking  of  him 
the  right  road.  He  replied  that  we  were  on  it  now,  and  then 
passing  us,  put  his  horse  on  a  fast  gallop.  This  made  us  appre- 
hensive that  he  suspected  us,  and,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  he  dis- 
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appeared,  wc  sprang  over  the  fence  and  fled  to  the  mountain.  By 
unanimous  voice  I  was  now  required  to  lead  the  party  through  the 
thick  undergrowth  of  bushes.  J  chose  a  western  course;  and  as 
the  valleys  ran  north  and  south,  we  had  to  climb  and  descend  con- 
tinually. Everything  conspired  to  make  our  progress  wearisome 
and  disagreeable.  Sometimes  our  way  was  obstructed  by  almost 
impenetrable  iields  of  laurel,  and  then  were  rocks.  After  about 
an  hour  I  yielded  my  place  to  Captain  Bowers,  who  conducted  our 
party  very  successfully.  When  he  became  tired,  the  others 
attempted  it,  but  it  seemed  as  though  they  could  not  keep  a  course 
straight  ahead  fifteen  rods.  Finally,  out  of  sheer  desperation,  I 
resumed  the  lead,  preferring  to  take  the  first  blows  from  the 
bushes,  to  the  prosecution  of  routes  that  were  not  likely  to  lead 
to  any  desirable  place  of  destination. 

On  the  third  night  Lieutenant  Randall  was  taken  sick,  I  think 
with  an  affection  of  the  liver.  The  pain  in  his  side  was  so  violent 
as  to  disable  him.  We  could  not  leave  him,  and  did  not  know 
who,t  to  do.  The  others  climbed  up  a  declivity  and  lay  down.  I 
built  a  fire,  heated  a  stone,  and  wrapping  it  in  his  blanket  applied 
it  to  the  place  affected.     It  relieved  him,  but  not  permanently. 

We  had  now  traveled  three  nights,  only  advancing  nine  miles. 
Our  provisions  were  exhausted,  and  there  were  no  negroes  to 
relieve  us.     Desperate  action  was  necessary  and  without  delay.    We 

Ihad  observed  several  woman  going  along  in  the  valley  below  us,  and 
conjectured  that  there  must  be  a  path  leading  to  human  dwellings. 
We  knew  also  that  there  were  Unionists  living  in  the  mountains, 
and  now  turned  our  hopes  to  them.  Accordingly  one  party  des- 
cended to  the  path,  and  as  Lieutenant  Kelly  wore  the  butternut 
uniform  and  was  an  East  Tennesseean,  it  was  determined  to  let 
him  enter  the  first  that  we  found,  in  quest  of  whatever  aid  he 
could  obtain.  We  had  walked  about  a  mile,  when  we  descried  a 
woman,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  coming  slowly  toward  us.  We 
immediately  retired  from  sight  among  the  rocks,  leaving  the  lieu- 
tenant to  await  her  arrival.  As  she  approached  the  spot  where  he 
was  sitting,  he  inquired  of  her  the  distance  to  Warm  Springs,  the 
route,  etc.  She  gave  him  the  information  with  some  hesitancy, 
and  then,  eyeing  him  steadily,  added  :  "After  you  get  there,  you 
will  be  almost  safe." 

This  remark  showed  that  she  was  a  LTnionist,  and  supposed  him 
to  be  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  army.  A  fcwr  questions  on  each 
side  determined  the  matter.     She  desired  to  be  introduced  to  us 
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and  exhibited  much  pleasure  at  our  appearance.  She  presented  us 
with  some  apples,  expressing  sorrow  for  having  no  more  with  her, 
and  told  us  to  go  back  about  two  miles,  where  a  man  resided  who 
would  put  us  on  the  right  way.  She  was  very  particular  in  her 
directions,  and  cautioned  us  to  wait  till  night,  before  approaching 
the  house.  We  obeyed  her  directions  literally.  Lieutenant 
Kelly  found  the  man  chopping  wood  near  the  house,  and  was 
cordially  received.  I  have  not  been  able  to  remember  his  name. 
The  man  came  with  the  lieutenant  to  our  place  of  concealment. 
After  congratulating  us  upon  our  escape,  he  said  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  accompany  us  that  night.  His  brother-in- 
law,  an  arrant  rebel,  was  at  his  house,  but  would  go  way  the  next 
day.  Ke  would  therefore  be  able  then  to  conduct  us  to  a  station 
on  the  "underground  road."  After  inquiring  whether  we  wanted 
food,  he  remarked  that  he  could  bring  us  nothing  from  the  house 
without  being  noticed,  and  advised  us  to  go  back  to  the  house  of 
the  old  lady  who  had  sent  us  to  him. 

Lieutenant  Randall  first  called  at  the  place.  The  old  lady 
treated  us  hospitably.  Her  son,  belonging  to  the  rebel  army  under 
General  Lee,  was  at  home  on  a  furlough.  He  brought  us  some  food. 
His  mother  desired  him  to  accompany  us  to  Knoxville,  but  he 
refused  from  fear  of  capture. 

Furloughed  rebel  soldiers,  at  that  time,  were  allowed  an 
additional  thirty  days  for  every  Union  prisoner  whom  they 
recaptured.  Accordingly  the  next  day  the  young  man  waited 
upon  the  man  who  was  to  be  our  guide,  with  a  proposition  for  our 
betrayal.  It  was  refused,  the  old  gentleman  declaring  that  such 
an  act  would  be  mean  and  contemptible.  The  soldier  acknowledged 
this,  but  added  that  a  furlough  of  six  months  was  by  no  means  to 
be  despised.  He  was  glad,  however,  he  said,  now  that  he 
thought  upon  the  matter  a  second  time,  that  the  old  man  had 
spoken  so  plainly. 

Lieut.  Randall  sutfered  so  severely  that  he  attempted  to  find  a 
Union  family  where  he  could  remain  till  he  was  able  to  travel  ; 
but  every  one  was  so  timid  that  he  returned  to  us  with  the  deter- 
mination to  keep  on  with  us  till  his  weakness  compelled  him  to 
stop. 

The  old  gentleman  came  for  us  at  night;  and,  informing  us  that 
his  brother-in-law  had  gone  to  Ashville,  invited  us  to  sup  at  his 
house.  His  daughter,  a  young  woman  of  eighteen,  was  our  hostess. 
She  appeared  to  be  refined  for  an  inhabitant  of  that  region,   but 
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•was  unfortunately  very   deaf.     Her  manners   evinced  an  almost 
childish  simplicity,  probably  occasioned  by  this. 

Wc  were  treated  to  a  substantial  repast,  and  supplied  with  pro- 
visions for  our  journey.  At  dusk  we  set  out  for  the  residence  of 
Mr.  West,  an  agent  of  the  "underground  road."  Pie  lived  beyond 
the  mountain,  about  nine  miles  away.  The  old  gentleman  knew 
the  paths  so  well  that  we  were  able  to  reach  the  place  about  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  West  was  a  very  pleasant  man,  half  farmer  and  half  Metho- 
dist preacher.  After  we  had  rested  a  short  time,  he  sent  his  col- 
ored man  Isaac  to  conduct  us  five  miles  further  to  the  house  of  a 
Mrs.  Gregor.  When  we  arrived,  Isaac  went  in  and  roused  seve- 
ral of  the  negroes,  who  came  out  and  showed  us  to  a  place  in  the 
woods  where  we  could  remain  during  the  day.  Mrs.  Gregor  sent 
us  our  breakfast  and  dinner,  and  invited  us  to  come  toward  the 
house  at  night  where  she  might  come  and  see  us.  Her  husband 
was  a  strong  Union  man,  who  had  been  persecuted  so  fiercely  by 
'  the  rebels  that  he  had  only  the  alternatives  to  join  the  rebel  army 
or  escape  into  the  Union  lines.  He  chose  the  latter,  and  was  then 
at  Kuoxville.  Mrs.  Gregor's  niece,  a  daughter  of  Jack  Gregor, 
accompanied  her  when  she  visited  us.  She  had  been  educated  at 
the  north  and  had  northern  manners.  Both  ladies  were  refined 
and  ladylike. 

One  of  the  negroes,  by  Mrs.  Gregor's  direction,  went  with  us 
about  five  miles,  and  then  gave  us  directions  for  our  further  course. 
The  road  now  led  down  into  a  gorge,  and  the  night  wTas  so  dark 

I  that  we  were  obliged  to  feel  our  way  with  our  sticks.     We  finally 

arrived  at  the  house  to  which  we  had  been  directed,  where  wc 
found  an  old  man,  his  wife,  and  three  daughters.  The  voun*z 
women  were  very  coarse  and  vulgar  in  their  manners,  chewing 
tobacco  and  swearing  vociferously.  At  our  first  arrival  they 
appeared  very  kind  and  friendly,  talking  Union  sentiments ;  but 
in  a  few  minutes  all  was  changed,   and   they  extolled   the   rebel 

&  cause.     We  could   account  for  this  only  by  supposing  that  some 

•one  of  us  had  dropped  a  remark  that  led  them  to  apprehend  that 
we  were  rebels  in  disguise.  The  old  man  had  once  fallen  into 
trouble  by  declaring  his  Union  sentiments  in  the  presence  of  seve- 
ral rebels  disguised  as  escaped  Union  prisoners. 

They  indicated  to  us  our  next  stopping  place  at  which  to  enquire 
the  way.  Wc  came  very  near  missing  it,  however,  on  account  of 
the  darkness,  but  finally  discovered  it  by  the  smell  of  the  smoke 
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from  the  chimney.  The  man  cf  the  house,  as  soon  as  it  began  to 
grow  light,  accompanied  us  about  two  miles  down  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  then  directed  us  to  the  house  of  a  widow  woman  two 
miles  further.  She  would  go  to  Jack  Gregor,  he  said,  who  lived 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  he  would  carry  us  over  in  his 
boat.  We  were  desirous  to  travel  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
river,  as  the  mountains  were  easier  to  cross,  and  there  was  less 
likelihood  of  encountering  rebels. 

When  we  drew  near  to  the  house  of  the  widow,  we  saw  her 
and  two  little  girls.  The  latter,  as  soon  as  they  saw  us,  ran  into 
the  house,  and  we  found  them  crying  bitterly.  We  learned  that 
the  woman  had  a  son,  about  fifteen  }*cars  old,  whom  the  rebel 
authorities  had  attempted  to  conscript  into  the  army,  but  had 
been  unable  to  find  him.  The  little  girls  wTere  afraid  that  we 
were  the  patrol.  She  informed  us  that  we  were  in  great  peril, 
and  directed  us  to  a  secure  hiding  place,  where  we  had  a  fine 
day's  rest. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  she  came  to  us  with  some  hot 
corn  bread.  She  was  very  poor,  and  had  obtained  the  meal  on 
purpose  for  us.  She  then  went  to  the  river  and-  made  a  signal. 
Jack  Gregor  came  across  to  her  and  ascertained  what  was  wanted. 
At  dark  Ave  repaired  thither  to  await  his  arrival.  He  appeared 
punctually,  but  as  his  boat  would  carry  only  four  passengers,  he 
was  obliged  to  make  two  trips. 

We  were  now  on  the  northern  side  of  the  French  Broad  river. 
Mr.  Greror  was  a  staunch  Unionist,  and  was  regarded  as  a  sort  of 
rock  of  Gibraltar.  He  owned  a  large  plantation,  and  had  about 
,a  hundred  negroes.  After  landing  us,  he  brought  us  our  supper 
and  accompanied  us  four  miles  to  the  Giles  and  Gahagan  road. 
This  was  little  more  than  a  footpath,  but  I  presume  that  wagons 
might  run  on  it  with  ease.  As  the  State  road  followed  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  troops  were  passing  each  way,  it  was  necessary 
for  us  to  keep  away  from  it.  Mr.  Gregor,  on  parting  with  us, 
directed  us  to  make  our  next  stop  at  Gahagan's  house,  about  fifteen 
miles  distant. 

The  road  was  crossed  several  times  by  Laurel  creek,  which  we 
were  obliged  to  ford.  We  arrived  at  Gahagan's  before  daybreak, 
completely  chilled  through.  We  repaired  to  the  woods  to  wait 
for  sunrise  and  the  appearance  of  some  one.  About  nine  o'clock 
we  heard  the  noise  of  axes,  and  following  the  sound,  came  upon 
two  negroes  chopping.     They  told   us  that  their  young  master 
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would  soon  come.  He  was  but  fourteen  years  old,  but  very 
active  and  intelligent.  His  father  was  at4  Knoxville,  so  that  the 
care  of  the  plantation  devolved  upon  him.  When  he  had  learned 
who  we  were,  he  returned  to  the  house  and  told  his  mother,  who 
came  out  to  seo  us.  We  were  invited  to  take  our  supper  with 
them  after  dark,  and  found  three  line  girls  there,  the  daughters 
of  the  family. 

We  did  not  prosecute  our  journey  that  night,  as  snow  had  been 
falling,  and  we  feared  that  our  tracks  might  excite  attention.  The 
young  man  conducted  us  to  one  of  the  barns,  where  we  slept 
upon  the  ha  v.  In  the  morning  he  conducted  us  to  a  hut  in  the 
mountain,  which  had  been  built  on  purpose  for  the  harboring  of 
Union  refugees.  The  locality  was  so  peculiar  that  it  could  not 
he  seen  unless  a  person  came  up  close.  The  mountain  declivities 
arose  on  every  side.  Here  we  had  a  nice  fire,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  cold  and  snowr,  we  spent  a  comfortable  day. 

We  resolved  to  prosecute  our  journey  that  night.  The  snow 
had  thawed  so  much  that  we  would  incur  no  danger  of  being 
tracked.  One  of  the  negroes  had  mended  my  shoes,  which  had 
become  almost  unserviceable,  thus  enabling  me  to  proceed  in 
greater  comfort.  We  took  supper  again  at  the  house.  All  the 
members  of  the  family,  white  and  black,  gave  us  their  best  wishes 
when  we  left.  Mindful  of  our  wants  to  the  last,  they  informed 
us  that  there  was  another  Union  family  living  on  our  road,  about 
live  miles  distant,  having  a  son  who  was  hid  in  the  mountains  to 
avoid  the  conscription.  Perhaps  if  we  should  find  him  he  would 
consent  to  be  our  guide. 

We  found  the  young  man  at  home  upon  our  arrival,  and  en 
gaged  his  services  for  $100.  He  seemed  to  know  the  country  per- 
fectly, and  we  went  along  without  paying  the  least  attention  to 
roads.  A  great  load  was  nowr  taken  from  my  shoulders.  From 
the  very  first,  I  had  been  obliged  to  take  the  lead.  When  we 
had  a  good  road,  I  used  to  keep  Captain  Bowers  at  my  side;  but 
now  I  followed  next  to  our  guide. 

Before  daylight  we  had  gone  nine  miles  west  of  the  mountains 
into  East  Tennessee.  We  descended  from  Paint  Mountain;  I  had 
no  idea  that  we  were  up  so  high.  We  must  have  been  one  thou- 
sand feet  at  least  above  the  valley. 

A  brother  of  our  guide  lived  there,  and  we  came  to  a  hollow 
place  in  the  woods  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  his  house,  where 
a  tree  had  been  overturned.     It  was  rilled  with  leaves  which  were 
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wet  from  the  rain  that  had  fallen  during  the  night.  Here  we  laid 
down  and  slept  soundly  during  the  day.  It  was  difficult  to  keep 
warm,  owing  to  the  freezing  weather;  and  when  1  attempted  to 
put  on  my  shoes  at  night  they  were  frozen  stiff 

We  had  observed,  at  different  intervals  of  the  day,  patrols  of 
cavalry  passing  along  the  roads.  As  the  brother  of  our  guide  had 
lost  an  arm,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  conscription.  We 
took  supper  that  night  at  his  house. 

To  our  astonishment  we  now  learned  that  our  guide  knew  almost 
nothing  of  the  country  through  which  we  were  to  pass.  He  had  been 
along  the  road  a  few  times,  and  heard  about  different  landmarks. 
He  also  knew  the  names  of  the  principal  Union  families.  All  this 
was  a  great  help  to  us.  Besides  he  could  go  to  a  house  and  make 
inquiries  without  exciting  suspicion  by  his  language. 

We  managed  our  journey  that  night  in  a  peculiar  manner.  A 
Union  man  would  come  silonsr  with  us  about  two  miles  to  another, 
who  would  do  the  same  thing  in  turn.  In  this  way  we  got  on 
twenty  miles.  These  men,  although  the  nights  were  very  cold, 
would  arise  from  their  beds  with  the  greatest  apparent  cheerful- 
ness to  accompany  us.  We  arrived  at  the  Chucky  river  in  the 
morning  where  we  found  a  Union  family,  and  were  invited  to 
spend  the  day.  They  conducted  us  to  a  shed  in  the  woods  which 
had  been  used,  like  the  one  at  Gahagan's,  for  a  hiding  place  for 
Union  refugees  seeking  to  avoid  the  conscription.  Like  the  other, 
it  was  so  situated  as  to  be  out  of  sight,  except  to  a  person  coming 
very  near.  Wre  built  a  tire  and  slept  much  of  the  day.  Several 
Union  men  came  to  see  us;  we  invited  one  of  them  to  accompany 
us  to  Knox vi lie.  He  had  contemplated  going  thither  in  a  few 
weeks,  but  the  offer  of  $150  induced  to  him  to  hasten  the  matter. 
His  neighbors  promised  to  look  after  his  family,  and  he  finally 
consented  on  condition  that  we  would  remain  another  day.  Wre 
acceded,  and  he  went  with  us.  The  name  of  our  other  guide  was 
West;  this  one  I  have  forgotten. 

Leaving  this  place  we  crossed  the  Chucky  river.  Nothing  of 
interest  occured  for  the  next  two  days.  The  day  after  we  stopped 
with  a  Union  family,  who  furnished  a  good  hiding  place,  and  gave 
us  at  evening  a  luscious  dinner  of  turkey  and  bread.  During  the 
day  we  were  visited  by  a  young  man  named  Anderson.  At  first  I 
supposed  him  to  be  a  braggart,  but  soon  learned  my  mistake.  He 
was  armed  with  two  navy  revolvers  and  a  carbine,  and  wore  the 
uniform  of  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Union  service.     He  was  a  scout; 
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and  although  a  reward  had  been  offered  for  him,  alive  or  dead,  he 
contrived  to  remain  inside  the  rebel  lines.  He  had  been  shot  at 
several  times,  and  rode  twice  through  a  town  occupied  by  rebel 
troops.  Two  of  them  performed  this  feat,  and  the  rebels  supposed 
that  they  were  supported  by  a  heavy  force.  The  other  was 
wounded,  but  Anderson  in  both  instances  escaped  unhurt;  in  a 
skirmish,  however,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  shot  in  the  ankle. 

The  Union  men  assured  us  that  he  knew  every  hog-path  in  that 
region.  He  accompanied  us  that  night,  and  showed  us  the  safest 
and  shortest  routes.  He  never  was  at  fault,  although  he  seemed 
to  pay  no  attention  to  paths.  He  took  us  to  a  Union  family,  and 
for  the  first  time  we  remained  in  the  house  during  the  day.  I 
lay  down  on  the  iloor  and  enjoyed  a  very  confortable  sleep. 

The  hospitality  exhibited  to  us  by  the  Unionists  of  East  Ten- 
nessee deserves  special  mention.  They  were  always  prompt  to 
anticipate  our  wants.  They  always  brought  food  to  us  before  we 
asked  for  it,  and  three  or  four  of  them  would  desire  us  to  go  to 
their  houses  at  the  same  time.     There  was  a  heartiness  to  it  alb 

Though  the  ensuing  night  was  rainy,  we  continued  our  journey, 
and  the  morning  found  us  at  a  distance  of  live  miles  only  from 
Strawberry  Plains,  the  extreme  post  occupied  by  our  troops.  We 
determined  to  travel  that  space  by  daylight,  knowing  that  General 
Stoncman  was  in  our  rear  in  the  direction  of  Bristol,  which  fact 
would  keep  the  rebels  quiet.  The  main  road  on  which  we  were 
to  travel  was  also  thoroughly  watched  by  our  cavalry  from  the 
Plains. 

About  10  o'clock,  we  arrived  at  the  Holston  river,  The  pickets 
stationed  on  the  bridge  belonged  to  the  Second  Ohio  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. They  made  no  attempt  to  stop  us  as  we  walked  up,  but  one 
ol  them  accosted  us;  "You  have  made  it  this  time,  haven't  you  ?" 

They  could  not  mistake  us  for  any  one  except  Yankees.  I  wore 
my  uniform,,  even  to  the  shoulder  straps.  The  instant  that  we 
were  fairl}'  inside  of  the  Union  lines,  we  sent  up  a  shout  of  joy  so 
loud  as  even  to  startle  ourselves.  This  day  was  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, 18G-4,  a  day  that  I  shall  never  forget.  I  had  been  twenty- 
five  days  on  this  fearful  journey  from  Columbia,  a  distance  of 
three  hundred  miles.  All  things  considered,  I  think  that  we  made 
good  time. 

We  reported  immediately  to  the  major  in  command,  who  gave 
us  transportation  to  Knoxville,  which  was  about  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant.    Upon  our  arrival  there,  we  hurried  to  the  office  of  General 
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S.  P.  Carter,  provost-marshal-general  of  East  Tennessee.  This  gen- 
tleman welcomed  us  with  the  greatest  cordiality.  He  would  brook 
no  delay,  but  insisted  upon  taking  us,  dirty  as  we  were,  into  his 
private  room,  where  he  made  us  relate  the  particulars  of  our 
escape,  as  well  as  of  our  treatment  in  prison,  and  from  the  people 
along  our  route.  He  issued  an  order  on  the  quartermaster  to  give 
each  of  us  a  suit  of  clothing.  It  was  late,  however,  before  he 
would  let  us  go,  and  when  we  had  arrived  at  the  office  of  the 
quartermaster,  the  clerks  declined  issuing  clothing  till  the  next 
morning.  Upon  reporting  the  matter  to  General  Carter,  he  or- 
dered them  to  issue  the  clothing  that  very  night,  even  though  we 
should  not  arrive  for  the  clothing  before  12  o'clock.  So  that  dif- 
liculty  was  promptly  removed. 

General  Carter  also  obtained  for  us,  from  the  medical  director, 
admission  into  the  Officers'  Hospital,  where  we  received  the  best  of 
treatment.  Every  body  seemed  to  regard  us  as  visitants  from  another 
sphere,  and  indeed  such  we  were.  We  hurried  to  take  a  hot  bath, 
scrubbing  ourselves  with  soapsuds,  after  which  we  put  on  our  new 
clothes,  discarding  utter \y  the  foul  garments  which  we  had  pre- 
viouslv  worn.  It  was  a  deliirhtful  sensation  to  be  clean  once 
more,  and  indeed  seemed  like  being  made  over  new. 

Soon  afterward  1  went  to  bed.  The  room  was  warm,  yet  I  took 
a  very  bad  cold.  I  had  slept  in  snow  and  water  while  on  my 
journey,  and  undergone  severe  exposure  without  harm  ;  but  my 
first  night  in  bed  made  up  for  all  that.  Indeed,  this  was  the  first 
time  that  I  had  slept  in  a  bed  since  leaving  New  York,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862. 

On  the  second  morning  after  my  arrival,  having  obtained  trans- 
portation, I  went  to  Chattanooga  to  procure  a  part  of  my  pay.  I 
had  succeeded  the  day  previous  in  getting  a  situation  for  West,  the 
guide,  with  wages  at  $35  a  month  and  board.  I  found  Chatta- 
nooga to  be  the  dirtiest,  muddiest  place  that  I  ever  visited.  I 
arrived  in  the  night,  and  stepped  from  the  train  into  mud  that 
was  six  inches  deep.  I  had  to  wade  in  it  to  the  hotel.  It  took 
the  paymaster  three  days  to  make  up  his  mind.  But  I  met  Dr. 
Applegate  who  had  been  a  fellow-prisoner  with  me  at  the  Li!)by, 
who  offered  to  lend  me  what  money  I  required  till  I  was  paid. 
The  paymaster  finally  advanced  me  two  months'  pay,  which  sufficed 
me  till  I  was  paid  in  Washington.  I  returned  immediately  to 
Knoxville  and  liquidated  my  outstanding  debts.  Procuring  trans- 
portation, I  set  out  for  Nashville.     General  Hood  had  left  the  rail- 
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road  in  a  very  bad  condition.  Trains  -would  run  short  distances, 
and  then  wait  for  an  engine  to  take  them  on  a  few  miles  farther.  I 
did  not  mind  the  matter  so  much,  as  I  was  just  as  willing  to  sit  in 
the  cars  as  at  the  hotels. 

On  Christmas  we  arrived  at  the  spot  where  Hood  had  broken 
the  railroad.  The  construction  corps  had  now  been  ten  days  at 
work,  but  fifteen  miles  of  track  yet  remained  unrepaired.  Al- 
though it  was  almost  night,  and  raining,  I  was  not  disposed  to 
iwait  any  longer.  Captain  Bowers  was  still  with  me,  and  also 
Lieutenant  Sturdevant  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry.  The  latter  had  been  a  fellow-prisoner,  and  I 
had  once  united  with  him  in  an  attempt  to  escape  while  we  were 
1.  being  conveyed  from  Macon  to  Charleston.     He  was  exchanged  by 

General  Sherman  at  Atlanta,  and  was  now  going  home  on  sick 
leave.     I  found  him  on  the  train  after  leaving  Chattanooga. 

We  set  out  on  foot,  walking  on  the  ties  and  rubbish,  arriving  at 
Leverne,  at  the  other  end  of  the  break,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night.  There  was  only  one  house  left  in  the  place,  and  that  had 
been  shot  through  with  a  cannon  ball.  We  found  the  floors  oc- 
cupied by  the  members  of  the  construction  corps,  so  that  we 
could  scarcely  walk  without  treading  upon  some  one  of  them.  We 
.  were  invited  into  the  sitting  room  by  the  owner  of  the  place, 
where  we  warmed  and  dried  ourselves.  At  first  he  assured  us 
that  there  was  no  place  for  us  to  sleep,  but  finally  after  he  and 
his  wife  had  asked  us  questions,  and  became  interested  in  the  nar- 
rative of  our  escape,  they  seemed  to  relent  and  showed  us  to  an 
elegently  furnished  room.^  I  learned  the  next  morning,  from  the 
old  lady,  that  her  daughter,  who  happened  to  be  absent  at  the 
time  on  a  visit  to  the  family  of  Gen.  Itosseau.  at  Nashville,  occu- 
pied the  apartment.  As  near  as  I  could  judge,  the  family  was 
inclined  to  Union  sentiments,  although  one  son  was  a  surgeon  in 
the  rebel  army,  and  the  daughter  was  a  rebel  sympathiser.  The 
other  son  had  been  carried  away  by  Hood,  but  had  succeeded  in 
escaping.  The  battle  of  Stone  river  was  fought  here  and  the 
town  was  destroyed  at  the  time. 

After  paying  two  dollars  apiece  for  our  entertainment,  we  left 
for  Nashville.  On  our  arrival  I  was  informed  that  General  Lyon 
had  cut  the  railroad  between  that  city  and  Louisville;  and  accord- 
ingly obtained  transportation  down  the  Cumberland  river  to 
Cairo.  At  that  place  I  procured  transportation  to  Baltimore,  by 
way  of  Chicago.     I  reached  Washington  on  the  10th  of  Januarv, 
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1805.     After  the  adjustment  of  my  accounts,  I  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  thirty  days. 

Upon  ray  arrival  at  home  I  learned  that  my  family  had  received 
no  definite  intelligence  from  me  for  eight  months,  and  were  at  a 
loss  as  to  what  credit  to  attach  to  the  rumors  which  had  reached 
them.  They  had  heard  of  my  escape  from  Columbia,  a  few  days 
before  my  arrival  at  Knoxville.  The  first  knowledge  of  my  return 
was  my  entrance  into  the  house. 

On  the  12th  of  February  I  rejoined  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  regiment,  which  still  lay  at  Bachelor's  Creek,  in 
North  Carolina.  That  night  was  devoted  to  rejoicing  by  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  my  company.  The  privates  all 
came  to  welcome  me,  and  professed  much  joy  at  my  return.  They 
proposed,  the  next  day,  to  build  a  house  for  me,  but  as  I  supposed 
that  we  would  be  ordered  to  advance  before  it  could  be  finished, 
I  declined  the  offer.  Several  of  them  informed  me  that  it  had 
formerly  been  thought  that  I  was  harsh  in  my  treatment  of  them 
at  times;  but  during  my  absence  several  other  officers  had  com- 
manded them,  none  of  whom  had  regarded  their  interest  as  I  had- 
They  were  convinced  that  I  would  not  cheat  them,  or  impose  more 
upon  one  than  upon  another,  but  do  what  I  could  to  render  them 
comfortable.  I  was  never  afterward  troubled  with  their  com- 
plaints. Any  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  would  give  way  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  comrade  that  the  man  desired  to  be  commanded  by 
some  other  officer. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  received 
orders  to  be  ready  to  march  by  1  o'clock.  Two  hours  only  were 
allowed  for  the  regiment  to  pack  up  and  leave  the  camp  where  it 
had  remained  twenty-one  months.  The  men  had,  during  that  time, 
accumulated  considerable  quantities  of  clothing;  but  they  only 
took  a  single  change  and  none  of  their  tents.  There  was  but  one 
wagon  for  the  accommodation  of  the  whole  regiment,  both  for 
baggage  and  rations.     My  own  was  carried  by  my  servant. 

At  1  o'clock  we  fell  into  line  and  set  out  for  Kinston.  At  Cone 
creek  we  halted  two  days  waiting  for  the  other  troops.  General 
Cox,  now  governor  of  Ohio,  commanded  the  corps;  General 
Palmer,  the  First  division;  General  Ruger,  the  Second;  and  General 
S.  P.  Carter,  the  Third.  One  day  the  latter  came  to  our  quarters, 
and  after  surveying  me  a  few  minutes,  remarked: 

11 1  must  say,  Captain,  that  you  present  a  rather  different  appear- 
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ancc  from  what  }-ou  did  when  you  reported  to  me  at  Knoxville 
last  December." 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  our  regiment  was  again  ordered  in 
the  advance.  Skirmishing  began  before  morning.  The  reason 
why  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  was  kept  in  front  was 
because  we  had  been  employed  so  long  in  guarding,  that  we  knew 
every  road  and  post  up  to  within  five  miles  of  Kinston. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second 
arrived  at  Jackson's  Mills,  and  had  an  engagement  with  the  rebels, 
driving  them  behind  their  breastworks.  The  western  troops  were 
awarded  the  credit  of  this  achievement,  but  it  was  not  deserved. 
There  was  no  regiment  but  ours  within  two  miles  at  the  time,  and 
we  la}7  there  skirmishing  till  past  noon  before  receiving  any  sup- 
port. In  the  afternoon  the  other  troops  came  up,  and  in  the 
I  evening  the  line  of  battle  was  formed. 

I  was  destined  to  be  a  prominent  actor  myself  in  the  next  phase 
of  operations.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  March,  a  detail  of 
about  six  hundred  men  was  made  from  our  brigade,  my  company 
among  them.  I  was  the  senior  officer  and  had  the  command.  We 
were  ordered  forward  to  relieve  the  troops  that  had  been  em 
ployed  to  guard  the  railroad.  We  reached  our  position;  the 
skirmish  line  had  just  been  deployed,  and  I  had  stationed  my 
reserves  in  a  good  place,  as  the  battle  commenced  on  my  left. 

The  rebels  had  trained  a  piece  of  artillery  on  the  railroad,  and 
poured  a  fire  of  shells  down  the  grade.  We  immediately  set  about 
stopping  this  by  making  a  narrow  cut  through  the  road  at  the 
skirmish  line,  in  which  a  few  men  were  placed,  all  of  them  good 
shots;  and  as  fast  as  the  rebels  stepped  out  to  load,  they  were 
brought  down  by  our  fire.  This  silenced  the  gun,  and  we  were 
worried  for  a  long  time  only  by  their  sharpshooters. 

Meanwhile  the  firim*  was  very  heavv  on  the  left.  We  heard 
the  yell  of  the  rebels,  which  informed  us  that  they  were  making 
a  charge.  They  succeeded  in  making  prisoners  of  parts  of  the 
Fifteenth  Connecticut  aud  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  and 
captured  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  gun  which  we  had  silenced 
and  these  two  were  then  trained  on  us.  We  were  unable,  with  all 
our  efforts,  to  silence  the  three,  and  they  made  it  very  hot  for  us. 
I  resolved,  therefore,  to  move  the  reserve  back  a  little  distance, 
to  get  out  of  the  fire,  as  they  had  the  range  exactly.  A  part  of 
the  provisional  troops  began  to  move   too  rapidly  for  my  taste. 
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At  once  I  ordered  a  halt,  but  they  paid  no  attention.  I  hurried 
immediately  through  the  line  to  their  front  as  they  were  march- 
ing in  retreat;  and  drawing  my  revolver,  threatened  to  shoot  the 
first  man  that  attempted  to  pass  me.  The  men  of  my  own  regi- 
ment knew  that  I  would  make  my  words  good,  and  that  if  I  did 
shoot  I  would  not  miss  my  man.  They  halted  immediately,  which 
prevented  the  others  from  going  farther.  I  then  ordered  them  to 
face  about,  and  marched  them  forward  of  the  place  which  they 
had  before  occupied,  and  down  the  bluff,  so  that  they  were  now 
much  nearer  to  the  rebels.  The  skirmish  line  was  stationed  along 
Southwest  creek. 

The  rebels  now  fired  over  us,  and  our  principal  danger  was 
from  the  falling  of  limbs  which  had  been  torn  from  the  trees  by 
their  shells.  One  shell  came  low,  and  after  embedding  itself  in 
the  bank,  exploded  and  covered  several  men  with  sand.  While 
we  were  on  the  bunk  alone,  several  shells  had  burst  within  a  lew 
feet  of  us,  wounding  several  men,  but  fortunately  killing  no  one. 
The  sole  of  one  man's  boot  was  torn  off;  the  cartridge  box  of 
another  was  shot  away;  a  third  had  his  canteen  perforated;  and 
the  gun  of  a  fourth  was  shattered  as  he  was  holding  it  in  his 
hands.  Before  I  entered  the  army  I  had  supposed  that  battles  in 
which  few  men  were  killed  did  not  amount  to  much.  I  had 
abundant  occasion  to  change  my  mind.  Balls  seemed  to  strike 
everywhere  except  where  the  men  stood. 

Three  times  the  rebels,  supported  by  their  artillery,  attempted 
to  advance  their  skirmish  line,  but  we  drove  them  back.  They 
then  prepared  to  assail  us  on  our  left  flank,  which  had  been  left 
uncovered  by  the  capture  of  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut  and  the  Seven- 
teenth Massachusetts,  hoping  to  get  in  my  rear  before  I  was  aware 
of  their  purpose.  I  had  taken  the  precaution,  however,  to  place 
men  on  each  tlank  to  watch  their  movements,  and  so  learned  their 
intention  at  once.  I  knew  that  they  outnumbered  me  three  to 
one,  and  accordingly  determined  at  this  point  to  retire.  Form- 
ing my  men,  I  ordered  the  reserve  and  the  skirmish  line  to  march 
in  retreat.  We  had  emerged  from  the  wood  and  crossed  a  narrow 
plowed  field,  as  the  rebels  filed  in  behind  our  old  position,  with 
the  hope  of  entrapping  us  between  their  lines,  and  so  capturing 
us  all.  We  reached  the  brigade  in  time  to  participate  in  the  gen- 
eral advance  of  the  evening. 

We  took  everybody  by  surprise,  Rumors  had  gone  back  to 
the  brigade  that  I  had  been  killed,  that  I  had  been,  wounded  aud  car- 
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rietl  to  the  rear,  and  that  I  and  my  whole  command  were  prison- 
ers.  Colonel  Classen,  who  was  commanding  the  brigade,  upon 
hearing  these  rumors  quietly  remarked  that  his  principal  hope  of 
my  safety  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  rebels  had  had  me  once 
for  a  prisoner,  and  he  was  very  sure  that  they  would  have  to 
fight  hard  to  capture  me  again. 

When  I  returned,  having  lost  but  a  few  men,  I  was  hailed  as  one 
rising  from  the  dead.  On  arriving  at  the  place  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty -second,  I  found  my  company  on  the  left,  prepara- 
(tory  to  an  advance  of  the  whole  line  across  an  open  Held  in  front 
to  the  woods  behind.  This  field  was  about  one  hundred  rods 
across,  and  the  rebels  occupied  the  woods.  As  soon  as  the  line 
was  ready,  we  marched  at  double-quick  across  the  field,  and  threw 
our  skirmishers  into  the  woods. 

The  regiment  immediately  began  to  build  a  breastwork,  taking 
the  rails  from  a  fence  and  piling  them  about  five  rods  from  the 
woods  and  covering  them  with  dirt.  As  I  was  standing  in  front 
of  my  company,  a  bullet  passed  through  my  hair,  and  struck  one 
of  my  men  in  the  head.  Several  of  our  men  were  killed.  Lieut- 
enant Haring,  assistant  adjutant,  was  shot  through  the  mouth.  To 
add  to  the  discomfort  of  our  position,  it  commenced  to  rain,  and 
the  storm  lasted  during  the  two  days  of  battle  following. 

On  the  9th  there  was  a  general  fight  all  along  the  line.  We 
had  the  best  of  it  this  time.  My  impression  of  the  conflict  of  the 
first  day  was,  that  we  had  been  badly  chastised.  But  we  had  the 
opportunity,  and  availed  ourselves  of  it,  to  give  the  rebels  due 
recompense.  The  skirmishers  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Indiana  covered  our  left.  The  rebels  drove  them  back, 
which  left  our  flank  exposed,  and  then  attempted  to  charge  their 
works.  As  the  skirmishers  fell  back,  the  reserve  force  of  the 
regiment  leaped  over  and  drove  them  back.  A  timely  reinforce- 
ment enabled  the  rebels  to  press  the  Indianaians  back  once  more 
behind  the  breastwork,  but  they  failed  of  following  them.  The 
Indianaians  immediately  turned  upon  them  again,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- fourth  Indiana  fell  back, 
our  flank  being  exposed,  the  skirmishers  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  New  York  were  forced  likewise  to  retreat,  and  the 
rebels  at  once  occupied  our  rifle-pits,  from  which  they  continued 
to  fire  upon  us  until  dark.  Yvre  then  made  our  preparations  to 
recover  them.     The  command  was  given  to  fall   upon  the  rebels  : 
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and  in  less  time  than  I  can  relate,  our  men  had  leaped  over  (he 
breastwork  and  rushed  into  the  woods.  A  few  yards  ahead  was 
a  stream  of  water  which  we  were  obliged  to  cross.  The  mud  was 
two  feet  deep.  We  had  a  hard  struggle  to  get  through,  and  our 
lines  were  considerably  broken,  but  we  soon  passed  it  and  rushed 
upon  the  rebels.  First  we  drove  them  from  our  rifle-pits,  and 
then  out  of  their  own  into  their  breastworks.  They  made  several 
endeavors  to  drive  us  back,  but  to  no  purpose.  Our  skirmishers 
every  time  succeeded  in  driving  back  their  line  of  battle. 

On  the  third  day,  the  10th  of  March,  the  rebels  played  their 
last  card  and  lost.  They  massed  their  troops  on  our  left,  fronting 
Five  Forks,  in  the  hope  of  turning  our  flank  before  we  could  have 
any  knowledge  of  their  purpose.  They  could  not  have  been  more 
greatly  mistaken.  We  had  masked  five  batteries,  and  placed  by 
them  a  full  support  of  infantry.     We  were  entirely  ready. 

A  guide  led  up  the  rebel  forces.  They  were  massed  in  close 
columns  by  divisions.  Arriving  close  to  our  line,  the  order  was 
given  them  to  charge.  No  response  was  made  on  our  side.  Every 
thing  was  quiet  till  they  had  approached  within  a  few  feet,  when 
to  their  amazement  a  destructive  fire  from  thirty  guns  was  poured 
upon  them.  They,  and  not  our  men,  were  surprised.  They  fell 
back  at  once  in  total  confusion,  leaving  their  dead  literally  in  piles 
in  front  of  our  batteries.  We  were  masters  of  the  field.  That 
night,  General  Bragg  retreated  to  Kinston.  We  advanced,  and 
he  again  retreated. 

We  continued  our  march,  and  arrived  at  Goldsboro',  on  the 
20th,  General  Bragg,  all  the  while  continuing  to  retire  before  us. 
General  Sherman's  advance  reached  Goldsboro'  on  the  22d.  In 
April  we  left  Goldsboro'  for  Baleigh.  While  on  the  march  we 
received  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee.  A  fewr  days 
after  our  arrival  we  heard  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln. Negotiations  were  then  in  progress  with  General  Johnston, 
and  we  were  waiting  for  their  issue.  The  universal  desire  of  the 
army  was  that  he  should  refuse  to  surrender.  We  wanted  the 
privilege  of  annihilating  him  and  his  army. 

A  general  review  of  Sherman's  army  took  place  at  Baleigh.  I 
•am  proud  to  be  able  to  say  that  on  that  occasion,  no  regiment, 
western  or  eastern,  presented  a  finer  appearance  than  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-second  New  York.  A  corps  was  reviewed  each 
day.  The  next  day' after  our  corps,  the  Twenty-third,  had  been  re- 
viewed, I  was,  with  other  spectators,  engaged  in  witnessing  another 


=T«- 


Cuief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Statistics.        437 

corps.  A  regiment  came  marching  along  in  splendid  style;  and  I 
overheard  a  western  oilicer  remark;  "  They  inarch  well,  almost  as 
the  New  York  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  marched  yester- 
day."  This  was  quite  an  acknowledgment,  as  western  men  would 
not  generally  admit  that  eastern  soldiers  could  do  anything  well 
but  dress.  I  believe,  however,  that  they  did  after  a  while,  through 
somewhat  rehmctantly,  confess  that  the  Twentieth  army  corps 
could  light  as  well  as  wear  paper  collars.  If  a  western  corps  had 
been  with  General  Grant  at  the  time  of  General  Lee's  surrender; 
I  doubt  not  that  they  would  have  claimed  all  the  honor. 

We  marched  from  Raleigh  a  little  while  afterward  toGoldsboro', 
and  thence  were  conveyed  by  rail  to  Salisbury,  where. we  remained 
till  the  29th  of  June.  The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  was 
then  mustered  out  of  the  service.  We  arrived  in  the  city  of  New 
York  on  the  7th  of  July,  and  received  our  final  discharge  at  Hart's 
Island,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1865. 

WILLIAM.  B.  AVERY. 

New  York,  February  5,  1867. 
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SOLDIERS'  LETTERS  AND  DIARIES. 


Journal  of  John  J.  Brady,  Color  Corporal  Twelfth  Regiment, 

N.  Y.  S.  V. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  having  joined  "K"  Company,  Twelfth 
regiment,  N.«  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  we  were  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  the  division  armory  in  White  street.  Some  of 
us  received  our  United  States  uniforms  this  evening:. 

Sunday,  June  1st. — Those  who  had  not  received  their  uniforms 
last  evening,  got  them  this  morning  at  the  meeting  in  the  armory; 
our  equipments  were  distributed  to  us,  when  we  were  dismissed 
for  the  day. 

June  2d  and  3d. — Having  been  mustered  in  as  third  corporal, 
wo  were  ordered  on  recruiting  service  at  the  company's  armory, 
corner  Fourth  and  Thompson  streets. 

Wednesday,  4th. — Rained  all  day  and  night,  many  of  us  being 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  armory. 

Thursday,  5th.— Drill  in  Washington  square.  Orders  to  be  in 
the  drill  room  to-morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock,  fully  armed  aud 
equipped  to  leave  the  city. 

Friday,  6th. — Last  day  in  the  city.  Telegrams  sent  to  all  the 
police  stations  in  the  city  requesting  police  officers  to  notify 
all  members  of  the  regiment,  whom  they  might  meet,  to  report  to 
their  company  without  delay.  The  different  companies  marched 
to  Union  Square,  where  the  regiment  was  formed,  and  marched 
down  Broadway  to  pier  one,  North  river.  We  had  passed  the 
City  Hall  at  12  M.;  the  populace  of  the  city  seemed  to  have 
gathered  on  our  line  of  march  to  bid  us  a  kind  adieu. 

At  1.30  p.  m.  we  cast  away  from  the  dock  and  started  on  our  trip 
to  Amboy.  The  day  being  pleasant  we  enjoyed  the  "voyage" 
largely.  On  the  boat  we  received  two  days'  rations  of  soft  bread, 
bacon  and  cheese.  At  3.30  P.  m.,  having  lauded,  we  took  the  cars 
for  Philadelphia.  At  6.30  p.  m.  we  reached  Bordentown,  X.  J. 
Here  we  were  detained  some  time  awaiting  the  up  train.  During 
this  time  the  female  seminaries  seemed  to  have  let  loose  their  pre 
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cious  charge  to  prey  upon  us;  here  and  there  were  groups  of 
charming  maidens  holding  pleasant  "  tete-a4etes"  with  the  plainly 
clad  private;  while  others  looked  after  the  "shoulder-straps,"  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  many  a  prayer  followed  our  boys  as  the  iron 
horse  once  more  snorted,  and  moved  slowly  on  his  course — slowly 
because  the  track  for  some  distance  was  under  water;  we  reached 
Camden  at  11  p.  M.;  even  at  this  late  hour  we  found  a  cordial  wel- 
come. We  immediately  marched  on  board  the  feny  boat  and 
crossed  to  Philadelphia,  landing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  well  known 
soldiers'  coffee  saloon — the  "  old  cooper  shop  " — where  we  found 
a  beautiful  supper  of  bread,  butter,  cheese,  cold  meats  and  pickles, 
and  coffee  with  milk  and  suir-ar.  Having  satisfied  the  inner  man, 
we  retired  to  the  sidewalk  to  await  further  orders.  Here  we  found 
many  of  the  citizens,  some  distributing  segars,  oranges  and 
whiskey.  "We  again  formed  line  and  started  for  the  Baltimore, 
Wilmington  and  Philadelphia  Railroad.  Marching  through  the 
streets  we  were  greeted  by  night-capped  heads  from  upper  win- 
dows, while  those  who  had  not  yet  retired,  arranged  themselves 
on  the  sidewalks.  Among  this  number  stood  a  young  lady  on 
the  corner,  under  the  rays  of  a  lamp,  dispensing  whiskey  "gratis" 
from  a  five-gallon  demijohn,  slung  in  a  leathern  belt  under  her 
right  arm. 

Saturday,  7th. — Passed  through  Wilmington  about  2.30  a.  m.; 
reached  the  Susquehanna  and  crossed  to  Havre  de  Grace  about 
6  a.  M.;  witnessed  the  (then)  novelty  of  a  train  of  cars  on  the 
upper  deck  of  the  ferry  boat.  While  the  boat  wTas  conveying  the 
balance  of  our  train  in  a  second  trip,  we  arranged  our  toilet  at  a 
running  spring  by  the  roadside.  Once  more  on  our  way,  we 
reached  Baltimore  at  9  a.  m.,  marching  through  the  city  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  depot.  We  remained  here,  expect- 
ing to  be  sent  on  to  the  National  Capitol,  till  1  r.  M.  During  the 
interval  we  had  visited  the  Seventh  regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y., 
stationed  in  the  fort  on  Federal  Hill,  but  were  refused  permission 
to  enter  within  its  "outer  walls."  We  returned  to  our  regiment, 
when  we  were  supplied  with  some  coffee,  bread  and  salt  pork, 
better  known  as  ■*  salt  junk." 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  commandant  of  Fort 
McHenry.  We  found  the  tramp  anything  but  pleasant,  under  a 
burning  sun  and  over  roughly  paved  streets;  entering  the  gate  we 
were  halted  on  the  sandy  parade  ground,  and  allowed  to  rest. 
}\  ater    was    now    in  great    demand  ;    scouting    parties    went  in 
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search  of  this  necessity,  and  soon  we  were  quaffing  this  ever  wel- 
come beverage. 

Fort  McIIenry  is  built  on  the  point  of  a  peninsula  which  we 
would  judge  to  be  one  and  a  half  miles  long,  the  extreme  point 
being  about  on  a  line  with  the  city  limits  ;  we  were  assigned  to 
this  point,  and  in  front  of  the  water  battery.  We  commenced  to 
pitch  tents,  but  the  men  being  weary  the  tents  were  but  slowly 
going  up  ;  at  length  a  storm  was  seen  to  be  coming  up,  when  the 
work  was  pushed  to  our  utmost ;  the  tents  being  "Sibley's,"  and 
four  to  a  company,  the  unexperienced  found  it  but  slow  work 
at  best.  Our  company  had  succeded  in  pitching  three  when  a 
violent  storm  of  rain  and  wind  burst  upon  us  ;  of  these  three, 
ours  only  stood  the  test ;  our  comrades  now  driven  from  theirs, 
sought  the  protection  of  our  canvass,  while  others  sought  refuge 
under  wagon  sheds,  ordnance  sheds,  etc. ;  our  tent  was  lite- 
rally jammed,  while  the  torrents  had  washed  away  the  slight  sod 
embankment  and  the  trench  not  being  of  a  sufficient  depth,  the 
water  began  to  trickle  along  our  grassy  floor. 

Sunday,  8th. — Our  camp  is  designated  "Camp  Buttcriicld,"  in 
honor  of  the  former  colonel,  now  of  the  regular  service.  Plenty 
of  work  to-day,  tents  to  be  pitched,  trenches  to  dig,  and  clothes 
to  dry,  with  nothing  to  eat,  save  what  we  had  left  from  the  6th 
inst.,  in  our  haversacks. 

Monday,  9th. — First  dinner  in  camp — the  soldier's  well  know:, 
dish,  pork  and  bean  soup,  with  fresh  bread. 

Tuesday,  10th. — First  day  of  military  duty.     Rain  at  night. 

11th,  12th,  and  13th. — Dull  days,  and  muddy  streets,  with 
more  rain  on  the  afternoon  of  the  latter  day. 

Saturday,  14th. — A  busy  day,  cleaning  and  preparing  for  Sun- 
day inspection.  Colonel  Ward  desirous  that  we  should  compare 
favorably  with  the  regulars  in  this  respect. 

Sunday,  15th. — A  day  of  rest.  No  drill  or  fatigue  duty.  Pro- 
cured a  pass  to  Baltimore,  and  crossed  to  the  city  on  the  "ferry 
to  Broadway."  The  boat  is  a  small  concern  and  not  intended  for 
horses  with  wagons  ;  propelled  by  steam,  steered  by  a  man  with 
an  iron  tiller,  after  the  manner  of  our  small  sailing  craft  ;  the  fare 
which  was  three  cents  was  collected  by  the  man  who  rang  the 
signals  on  the  bells  for  the  engineer  :  while  the  pilot  looked 
after  the  fares,  the  engineer  assumed  the  additional  office  of  mak- 
ing his  own  signals  or  bells.  The  cabins  would  hold  about  six 
persons.     We    did  not  learn  as  to  what  the  company  was  com- 
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posed  of,  or  whether  these  three  men  were  joint  stock  owners. 
This  is  the  only  steam  ferry  the  city  has,  but  many  small  "  wher- 
ries" are  continually  flitting  to  and  fro  in  all  directions  in  the 
harbor. 

After  attending  divine  service  we  visited  the  large  military  hos- 
pital in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Marshall.  It  is  built  of  two  story 
shanties,  forming  a  square  and  facing  inwards.  We  accepted  an 
invitation  to  dinner  here,  after  which  we  were  shown  through  the 
various  wards.  We  found  the  doctors  very  gentlemanly  and 
polite;  the  nurses  were  matronly  ladies,  not  intended  to  act  as 
scare-crows  to  their  "  flock,"  but  such  as  would  apparently,  in  a 
measure,  bestow  some  home-comforts  on  the  invalid  and  muti- 
lated soldier. 

In  the  centre  of  each  ward  stood  a  table  bearing  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  benevolent  ladies  of  the  city,  such  as  poultry  cooked 
in  different  ways,  cakes,  jellies,  wines,  liquors,  &c,  &c.  From 
here  we  visited  Fort  Marshall,  occupied  by  the  Fifth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery.  The  quarters  were  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
and  internally  would  not  compare  with  the  outside  view.  After 
a  short  visit  we  bent  our  course  for  the  great  "  Washington  Mon- 
ument," in  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  It  being  Sunday,  we  con- 
tented ourselves  with  reading  a  small  sign  on  the  door,  which 
told  the  visitor  the  admission  was  thirteen  cents;  but  there  are 
no  windows  in  the  column,  what's  to  be  seen  here  ?  Look  up, 
and  near  the  top  is  a  small  balcony  running  around  the  outside; 
but  there  are  no  visitors  on  it  to-day,  for  business  is  suspended. 

Opposite  the  monument  is  a  handsome  marble  building,  known 
as  the  "Pcabody  Institute,"  a  munificent  gift  of  charity.  Battle 
Monument,  with  its  inscription  and  devices,  next  received  a  visit, 
after  which  we  returned  to  camp. 

Monday,  16th  and  Tuesday,  17th. — Nothing  worthy  of  note 
transpired. 

Wednesday,  18th. — Ordered  to  sleep  on  our  arms — long  roll 
expected,  the  whole  proves  to  be  a  "canard;" 

Thursday,  19th. — Nothing  of  special  interest  to-day. 

Friday,  20th. — Great  excitement  at  "reveille"  inconsequence  of 
orders  to  march,  with  one  days  cooked  rations — our  destination 
supposed  to  be  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

We  left  the  fort  about  4  r.  m.,  and  marched  to  the  coal  docks 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Broadway  Ferry,  where  we  took  the  train, 
which  consisted  of  live  passenger  and  20  baggage  cars;  companies 
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"C"  and  "K"  each  got  two  of  the  former,  while  the  officers  took  the 
fifth — our  company  officers  remained  with  the  men.  We  reached 
the  "Belay  House"  before  sunset  and  stopped  for  a  short  time; 
while  grazing  on  the  scene,  how  I  wished  for  the  skill  of  the  artist 
to  transfer  the  view  to  canvas.  That  quaint  old  house  with  its 
two  stories  and  an  attic,  painted  in  a  rich  soft  shade  of  yellow  with 
the  resplendent  mellow  tints  of  the  setting  sun  falling  on  it  and  its 
surrounding  walks  and  drives,  while  here  and  there  the  boarders 
lounged  around  the  hotel  in  all  directions.  There  sits  the  lady  of 
wealth  in  her  evening  dress,  rocking  idly  to  and  fro,  with  the 
warm  summer  breeze,  laden  with  fragrance  from  the  wild  surround- 
ing landscape,  floating  in  gentle  undulating  waves  araonjj  her  beau- 
tiful  tresses,  evidently  enjoying  the  benefits  of  her  riches. 

Here  comes  a  coach,  with  a  span  of  fine  horses,  driven  by  a  man 
in  lively,  down  that  road  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  house;  they 
are  returning  from  the  "  springs"  with  an  elderly  couple  who  evi- 
dently know  what  real  pleasure  and  comfort  is.  Here  the  tra- 
veler sees  a  view  worthy  the  pencil  of  a  Raphael;  there  in  front  the 
scene  changes  to  a  wild,  romantic  one,  with  the  course  of  the 
Patapsco  in  view,  while  further  on  it  is  crossed  by  a  fine  stone 
bridge.  Here  the  roads  branch  off;  we  keep  to  the  right,  the  road 
across  the  bridge  leading  to  Washington;  at  this  junction  stands 
a  marble  monument  called  "  Lawyer's  Monument,"  and  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  are  the  "Lawyer  Mountains."  We  were 
listening  to  a  legend  of  them  from  the  brakesman  when  the 
whistle  blew  "  down  brake,"  there  evidently  was  something  wrong 
as  the  whistle  was  continually  blowing  the  different  signals  for 
about  half  an  hour;  in  the  meantime  we  retired  from  the  platform 
and  so  lost  the  story. 

The  scenery  here  is  hilly,  below  are  pleasant  walks  and  drives 
along  the  river,  shaded  by  trees  and  the  overhanging  banks.  Gray's 
factory,  Illicothe  andEllicott's  mills,  are  pretty  places;  we  reached 
the  latter  at  8  p.  at.,  having  left  Baltimore  at  6:30  P.  M.  Here  the 
scenery  is  grand  and  picturesque,  and  in  the  twilight  we  saw  the 
banks  of  the  Patapsco  lined  with  factories  and  mills,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  the  pretty  little  white  cottages  of  the  operatives. 
They  stood  in  the  valley  under  the  willows,  or  peered  from  the 
shade  of  the  pine  on  the  hill  side,  while  from  the  windows  of  each 
cottage  a  bright  light  was  shining;  it  recalled  a  vision  of  home, 
and  we  wondered  if, 

"  There's  a  light  in  tho  window  for  me." 
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Some  of  the  boys  was  holding  a  conversation  with  a  young  per. 
son,  evidently  some  little  girl  who  stood  at  the  i^ate  of  one  of  the 
cottages;  she  said  she  had  "a  brother  and  two  uncles  in  the  Pa- 
tapsco  guard,  Capt.  McGown;  wrhy  didn't  you  come  earlier?  I 
can't  see  you,  it  is  so  dark."  The  village  of  Point  of  Rocks,  is 
also  very  pretty,  the  land  rises  very  abruptly  from  an  even  stretch 
to  the  mountain,  we  reached  here  about  midnight,  (the  brakeman 
came  in  and  aroused  us  according  to  previous  request.)  "Point 
of  Rocks"  itself  is  a  study,  with  its  railroad  causeway,  canal,  wagon 
road  and  river;  the  cold  mountainside  is  almost  within  arms  length 
of  the  car  windows;  far  up  in  the  distance  we  see  where  the 
"hanging  rock"  once  rested,  but  the  gods  of  war  had  hurled  it 
from  its  resting  place  upon  the  road  beneath;  the  .  necessities  of 
war  had  also  removed  it  and  repaired  the  damages. 

Saturday  21st. — 4:30  a.  m.  Sandy  Hook — in  slumbers;  enter 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  about  5  a.  m.;  what  a  scene  of  desolation  ! 

The  United  States  arsenal  in  ruins;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Pail, 
road  bridge  across  the  Potomac  rebuilding.  The  houses  generally 
deserted  (to  all  appearance)  and  in  a  dilapidated  condition;  the 
street  dirty  and  poorly  kept,  although  there  is  only  one  in  the 
place,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  Shenandoah  river.  Just  inside 
the  arsenal  gates  there  stands  a  two  story  brick  building,  with 
three  large  double  iron  doors  in  front;  this  is  the  engine  house 
where  John  Brown  was  captured. 

We  inarched  up  the  road  overhanging  the  arsenal,  to  Bolivar, 
about  a  mile  and  half  distance;  we  found  the  road  pretty  steep, 
and  in  many  places  badly  cut  up.  We  were  shown  our  camping 
ground  by  one  of  Colonel  Miles'  staff,  the  post  commandant.  It  was 
a  beautiful  spot  among  the  hills  and  mountains,  with  the  Potomac 
river  and  Maryland  Heights  in  the  rear,  the  village  of  Bolivar  in 
trout,  Bolivar  Heights  on  the  right  and  Camp  Hill  on  our  left.  A 
'company  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  work  the  guns 
in  the  Camp  Hill  breastworks  on  the  right  ot  the  road,  while  a 
detachment  of  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers  attend  to  those 
on  the  left.  We  found  two-thirds  of  the  houses  in  Bolivar  in  the 
same  neglected  and  dilapidated  condition,  with  shattered  svindows, 
from  the  shock  of  the  cannonading  of  the  contending  forces.  Col. 
Mulligan,  the  "hero  of  Lexington"  with  his  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
third  Illinois,  is  stationed  inside  of  the  breastworks  on  Camp  Hill; 
he  is  very  popular  with  officers  and  men. 

Sunday,  22d. — The  camp  is  named  "Camp  Morriss,"  in   honor 
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of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morriss,  of  Fort  McHenry,  familiarly 
known  among  the  boys  as  "  old  boots,"  from  the  fact  that  he 
always  wore  his  pants  inside  his  heavy  riding  boots. 

We  attended  divine  service  at  the  ferry,  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  Colonel  Mulligan  and  his  estimable  lady,  who  officiated 
as  organist.  The  chaplain  of  his  regiment  celebrated  divine  ser- 
vice and  delivered  an  able  discourse  ;  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ser- 
vices, the  officers,  who  sat  in  the  body  of  the  church,  arose  and 
left  the  building  in  twos  ;  at  the  door  the  colonel  and  lady  passed 
to  the  front,  when  the  officers  followed  in  two  ranks. 

Colonel  Mulligan  is  a  tall,  athletic  young  man,  not  over  thirty 
years  of  age,  with  heav\-,  black  curling  hair  and  moustache  ;  he 
wore  a  black  velvet  fatigue  cap,  blue  flannel  shirt,  with  the  bosom 
open  and  folded  back,  exposing  a  white  shirt  beneath,  no  coat, 
and  a  pair  of  brown  pants.  He  invariably  wears  a  green  shirt  of 
the  same  pattern  as  the  blue  above  described;  on  the  whole  he  is 
one  who  would  win  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  might  be  brought  in  contact.  Two  female  prisoners  this 
day. 

Monday,  23d. — Eeville.  Colonel  Mulligan  and  his  regiment 
have  left  here.  Several  prisoners  sent  in  from  the  pickets.  There 
is  much  dissatisfaction  at  the  food.  Heavy  rain  afternoon  and 
night. 

Tuesday,  24th. — Better  rations  and  more  satisfaction,  with  clear 
wreather  and  better  order. 

Wednesday,  25th. — Visited  a  cave  down  by  the  railroad  on  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac.  Our  first  battalion  drill  at  this  post. 
Detailed  for  permanent  duty  on  the  "color  guard. " 

Thursday,  26th. — Three  sentinels  found  sleeping  on  post, 
also  the  officer  and  sergeant,  all  of  the  camp  guard,  by  Captain 
Hey  burn,  officer  of  the  day, 

Friday,  27th. — Sergeant  of  last  night's  guard  reduced  to  the 
ranks,  for  neglect  of  duty  while  on  guard.  Knapsack  drill  for 
the  privates  ;  lieutenant  placed  under  arrest  for  a  few  days. 

Saturday,  28th. —  Sergeants  making  out  the  muster  and  pay  rolls. 

Sunday,  29th.- —  Our  birth-day  anniversary — age  nineteen;  with 
several  others,  visited  Bolivar  ;  find  New  York  money  hard  to 
pass  ;  a  great  want  of  change  in  the  neighborhood.  We  meet  the 
captain  and  orderly  sergeant  of  our  company.  The  party  has  ale, 
segar*,  ice  cream,  etc. 

Monday,  30th,  and  July  1st. — Nothing  of  special  interest. 
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Wednesday,  2d. — Distribution   of   sergeants'   swords  and  belts. 

Thursday,  3d. — The  day  passed  without  any  thing  of  note. 
The  captain  of  our  company  being  officer  of  the  day,  we  made  one 
of  the  party  to  make  the  "grand  round  j"  we  visited  the  pickets 
on  the  Potomac,  in  the  vicinity  of  what  was  known  as  Pitcher's 
house  ;  these  were  stationed  along  the  railroad,  and  from  thence 
to  Bolivar  Heights.  Leaving  the  captain  at  old  Pitcher's  the  or- 
derly took  five  or  six  file  of  men  and  proceeded  three  or  four  miles 
up  the  railroad,  there  being  a  miller  in  that  locality  who  was  sus- 
pected of  being  disloyal,  and  whose  house  was  nightly  visited  by 
the  enemy's  scouts  ;  they  found  everything  still,  and  no  signs  of 
the  inmates  being  astir.  We  returned  towards  the  picket  line, 
and  when  nearing  the  lines,  a  shot  was  heard  in  the  direction  of 
Bolivar  Heights  ;  we  had  scarcely  passed  the  first  picket  when  a 
second  shot  was  beard,  and  instantly  the  music  of  a  minie  ball 
floated  by  ;  the  scale,  very  evidently  being  "A  sharp."  (The  list- 
ener should  "B  flat"  when  these  little  wandering  minstrels  sing 
around  him.)  The  shots  proved  t'>  have  come  from  the  pickets 
stationed  at  the  foot  of  Bolivar  Heights,  and  under  the  command  of 
our  sixth  corporal  ;  in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  a  bright,  twink- 
ling star,  seen  atwix  the  wavering  branches  of  the  intervening 
trees,  was  easily  taken  by  the  unpracticed  eye  as  a  signal  light ; 
hence  the  firing.  The  corporal  gained  the  title  of  "the  star 
shooter." 

Friday,  4th. — A  day  to  all  Americans  dear.  The  battalion 
was  formed  at  eleven,  a.  m.,  Colonel  Win.  G.  Ward  in  command, 
who  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  after  which  (no  doubt) 
he  felt  that  he  ought  to  say  something  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind. 
It  was  plainly  evident  speech-making  was  not  in  the  tactics,  or 
included  in  his  fort  (e).  After  a  few  seconds  his  feelings  found 
vent  and  he  exclaimed,  "Now,  then,  boys,  give  three  good  American 
cheers  for  the  day  we  celebrate  !"  These  few  words  contained 
the  whole  heart  of  a  true  and  worthy  soldier,  and  were  responded 
to  three  times  three  by  all,  in  which  the  colonel  joined  as  heartily 
as  the  rest.  A  salute  of  thirty  four  guns  was  fired  from  Camp 
Hill  and  Maryland  Heights. 

Fine  day  and  jolly  times,  singing,  music  and  dancing;  in  the 
evening  a  torchlight  procession — overcoats  inside  out,  red  waists, 
while  sleeves  and  blue  skirts,  forming  the  national  colors. 

Saturday,  5th. — A  continuation  of  yesterday. 

Sunday,  6th. — A   night   of  alarm — seven   shots   on  the   picket 
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lino;  the  men  turn  out,  expecting  the  ;<  long  roll."  The  colonel 
not  asleep;  he  goes  from  company  to  company,  ordering  the  men 
to  their  quarters,  and  to  remain  quiet. 

Monday,  7th. — First  drill  of  our  brigade.  The  brigade  con- 
sists of  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  six  troops  of  cavalry 
under  Major  Coles,  from  Colonel's  Bakers  regiment  of  Maryland, 
Twenty-second  and  Twelfth  regiments  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  Our 
brigade  ground  was  between  Bolivar  Heights  and  the  cemetery 
of  Bolivar,  and  was  sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose.  Colonel 
Miles,  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Infantry  (of  Bull  Run  notoriety),  and 
commandant  of  the  post,  commanded  at  all  brigade  drills.  A 
secesh  farmer  and  his  family  brought  in. 

Tuesday,  8th. — The  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers  receive 
marching  orders,  and  leave  this  post.     Brigade  drill. 

Wednesday,  9th. — Nothing  worthy  of  note. 

Thursday,  10th. — A  wet  day — no  drills.  The  orderly  sergeant 
of  our  company,  while  out  with  a  wood  party  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad,  was  fired  at  six  times  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  ravine  below  our  camp,  by  some  unknown  parties.  A  search 
was  immediately  made  of  some  cars  standing  on  the  track  contain- 
ing commissary  stores,  which  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  six  men, 
who  were  taken  before  Captain  Cook,  provost-marshal.  Arrival 
of  the  Eighty-seventh  Ohio  N.  G.,  1,000  strong.  Our  regiment 
prepares  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coffee  (by  companies),  and  conveys 
it  to  their  camp  hot. 

Friday,  11th. — Brigade  drill.  Forwarded  a  breach-loading 
carbine,  marked  "4th  Alabama  Cavalry,"  to  a  friend  in  New 
York. 

Saturday,  12th. — Nothing  of  note. 

Sunday,  13th. — A  party  of  nine  visit  the  Eighty-seventh  Ohio. 
We  find  the  present  of  hot  coffee  to  them  on  their  arrival  has 
made  them  our  warm  friends.  A  second  lieutenant  invites  us  to 
the  sutler's,  where  we  partake  of  the  "good  things7'  kept  at  the 
establishment.  While  here  a  crowd  gathered  around  us,  plying 
us  with  all  sorts  of  questions.  Our  regiment  had  evidently 
planted  itself  in  the  good  graces  of  the  Ohio  boys. 

Monday,  14th. — Bather  warm.     Nothing  of  note. 

Tuesday,  15th. — The  day  passed  as  did  yesterday.  About  9:30 
p.  M.  a  great  thunder  shower  burst  upon  us,  which  lasted  less  than 
an  hour;  but  during  that  time  many  tents  were  blown  down, 
some  torn  in  many  places,  while  "guy  ropes,"  "cap  chains  "  and 
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tent  poles  were  broken  like  so  much  glass;  the  roof  of  our  com- 
par.v's  cook  house,  about  eight  feet  square,  was  carried  at  least 
twelve  feet,  striking  the  orderly's  tent. 

About  10.30  p.  m.  the  moon  had  again  appeared. 

Wednesday,  16th  and  Thursday,  17th. — Sunshine  and  rain- 
showers. 

Friday,  18th. — Rain — no  morning  drills.     Company  glee  clubs. 

Saturday,  19th. — Sunshine.  The  Eighty-seventh  Ohio  becomes 
a  part  of  our  brigade  at  the  drill  this  afternoon. 

Sunday,  20th. — The  "assembly"  was  beat  for  brigade  drill,  but 
the  colonel  ordered  the  "recall"  immediately.  Wood  is  rather 
scarce  for  the  cooks.     A  slight  rain  this  afternoon. 

Monday,  21st. — Changeable  weather — sunshine  and  clouds. 

Tuesday,  22d. — A  splendid  day.  Eleven  o'clock,  a.m.,  "full 
dress  parade,  in  light  marching  order;"  the  regiment  formed  on 
the  "color  line"  and  stacked  arms,  when  we  were  dismissed  to 
fall  in  our  proper  places  at  the  roll  of  the  drum.  A  salute  of  13 
guns  was  fired  by  detachments  of  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
from  Maryland  Heights  and  Camp  Hill.  We  marched  out  to  the 
brigade  drill  ground,  and  were  not  kept  long  in  waiting,  when 
Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  John  E.  Wool  and  staff,  escorted  by  Col.  Miles 
and  his  staff,  came  upon  the  ground.  General  Wool,  being  in  a 
great  hurry,  inspected  each  regiment  as  they  stood,  in  line,  after 
which  a  marching  salute  was  paid  to  the  old  warrior.  The  general 
looked  well,  active  service  apparently  agreeing  with  him. 

Returning  from  drill  this  afternoon,  the  colonel  and  major 
started  their  horses  for  a  race;  they  had  gone  but  a  short  distance 
when  the  colonel  was  suddenly  thrown  from  his  saddle,  by  the 
"girth"  giving  way.  Although  he  fell  between  his  horse's  icot, 
Katy  jumped  clear  of  him,  leaving  him  without  a  scratch. 

Wednesday,  23d. — Cloudy  day,  with  chilly  winds  and  slight 
rain. 

The  battalion  had  a  short  drill  this  afternoon  under  Lieut.-Col. 
L.  Satterlee.  As  the  day  was  drawing  to  a  close  a  rainbow 
appeared  in  the  sky;  the  sight  was  magnificently  grand  as  it  stood 
out  in  bold  relief  on  the  mountain's  side,  clothing  the  forest  in  the 
garb  of  its  beautiful  tints  and  shades,  its  base  resting  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Potomac,  penetrating  its  shallow  ripples  and  giving 
back  the  arc,  made  the  circle  complete  in  all  its  richness. 

24th,  25th,  26th  and  27th  inst.— Fair  weather.     Severely  indis- 
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posed;  suffering  much  pain  from  a  cold  on  the  chest;   opium  pills 
administered  by  the  doctor." 

Monday,  28th. — Clear  and  warm.  Went  to  the  doctor;  found 
wc  were  suffering  from  a  careless  application  of  Croton  oil  to  our 
chest;  in  many  places  the  flesh  being  raw,  while  our  under  gar- 
ments absorbed  the  oozing  blood.  Although  confined  to  our 
tent,  and  hardly  able  to  walk,  we  declined  entering  the  hospital. 
We  cannot  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  kind  treatment  we  received 
during  this  indisposition  from  the  hands  of  our  tent  mate,  Boston 
Corbett  (of  Wilkes  Booth  fame),  who  nursed  us  as  tenderly  as  a 
woman,  supplying  little  delicacies  suited  to  our  taste  and  wants, 
often  at  his  own  expense.  It  is  due  the  surgeons  of  the  regiment, 
who  are  practitioners  in  this  city,  to  say  that  the  hospital  steward 
applied  a  greater  quantity  than  the  prescription  called  for.  Boys 
complain  that  the  brigade  drill  was  very  heavy.  A  large  wood 
party  went  out  to-day,  with  eight  army  wagons;  the  men  were 
supplied  with  axes  swung  in  leather  pockets;  they  went  out  three 
or  four  miles  and  returned  loaded  and  tired. 

Tuesday,  29th. — Clear  day  with  a  pleasant  breeze.  Doctor 
treats  us  for  the  Croton  oil;  we  are  slightly  easier,  although  still  in 
"quarters."  Short  thunder  shower.  Raising  of  a  flagstaff  on  our 
"color  line;"  battalion,  close  column  by  division;  colonel  hoists 
the  new  "camp  color;"  mounts  his  horse;  the  battalion,  after 
executing  several  movements,  are  faced  about;  the  colonel  seemed 
anxious  to  make  some  fitting  remarks.  Not  being  a  speech-maker, 
his  remarks  were  brief — they  consisted  of  these  four  words,  viz.  : 
There  flies  your  flag  !  and  he  pointed  to  our  banner  as  it  spread 
its  stripes  to  the  breeze,  with  every  star  of  the  Union  in  the  (its) 
field;  it  was  received  with  cheers.  Good  news;  arrival  of  the 
ever-welcome  paymaster.  Resolutions  of  thanks  from  the  Eighty- 
seventh  Ohio. 

Wednesday,  30th. — At  three  o'clock  this  A.  M.  there  was  a  slight 
fall  of  rain,  but  at  reveille  it  had  cleared  up.  Exchanged  sha  p 
words  with  hospital  steward  this  morning,  while  at  the  hospital 
on  "surgeon's  call."  Paymaster  takes  up  his  office  in  front  room 
on  first  floor  of  the  hospital;  he  commenced  to  pay  some  of  the 
companies.  Men  complain  that  the  brigade  drill  was  very  severe. 
The  weather  was  oppressively  warm,  so  much  so  that  many  of  the 
men  dropped  out  of  the  ranks  from  exhaustion.  Issue  of  soft 
bread. 

Thursday,  31st. — Slightly  overcast  this  forenoon.     Monthly  in- 
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spcction  and  muster  at  6  o'clock  A.  M.  While  the  inspection  was  in 
progress,  news  arrived  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monroe,  of  the 

I  Twenty-second  regiment  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  in  Bolivar;   our  flag  was 

immediately  lowered  to  half-mast.  Such  of  the  companies  as  were 
not  paid  yesterday,  were  formed,  and,  with  side-arms,  marched  to 
Paymaster  Breeze's  quarters,  where  they  received  $10  in  green- 
backs, while  the  captains  received  $10.25  for  every  three  men, 
which  was  mostly  in  gold;  change  was  scarce,  and  some  of  the 
captains  did  a  nice  per  centage  business,  b}p  refusing  to  let  three 
men  take  $10.25,  to  divide  as  they  saw  fit;  by  so  doing  many  of 
the  men  accepted  $3  in  gold  as  their  share,  thereby  losing  41| 
cents.  With  several  others,  we  declined  to  make  any  such  com. 
promise,  and  applied  to  the  paymaster.  He  thought  "there  must 
be  some  mistake:"  we  intimated  that  as  we  had  signed  the  pay- 
rolls, it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  we  got  what  we  signed  for;  he 
then  gave  us  three  such  change  as  was  needed;  we  then  tendered 
the  change  to  the  captain,  and  received  our  "  balance  due."  In 
the  afternoon  the  regiment,  in  full  dress,  with  side  arms,  attended 
the  funeral  of  Colonel  Monroe,  together  with  the  Twenty-second 
regiment  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  During  the  absence  of  the  regiment, 
the  second  sergeant  and  cook  of  "  I"  company  quarrel.  The  ser- 
geant attacked  the  cook  three  times;  twice  he  was  put ';  under 
arrest,"  the  third  time,  a  bayonet  being  found  on  his  person,  he  was 
sent  to  the  guard  house. 

Friday,  August  1st. — Heavy  mist  rising  from  the  rivers  thisfore- 
noon.  Adam's  express  agent,  at  the  "  Ferry,"  was  in  camp  with  a 
large  wagon,  and  the  requisite  blanks  for  forwarding  money  to 
the  friends  of  such  as  so  desired.  One  of  the  drum  corps  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  guard  line  without  going  to  the  guard  house; 
being  ordered  back  by  the  sentry,  he  refused  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  not  an  enlisted  man  and  not  subject  to  the  military  rules; 
he  received  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  which  made  three  slight 
wounds  on  the  ribs.  The  colonel  is  appealed  to;  he  sustains  the 
sentinel,  by  reading  the  regulations  on  the  subject;  the  drummer 
left  for  New  York  this  afternoon.  Order  issued  that  the  companies  be 
divided  into  three  classes,  who  shall  receive  passes  according  to 
class  first,  second  and  third;  merit — clean  of  person  and  clothes, 
arms  and  equipments,  attention  and  discipline;  the  first  class 
receive  the  most  passes  (three)  in  the  week,  while  the  third  receive 
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Saturday,  2d. — Clear  and  warm.  Passes  issued  to  the  different 
classes.  The  drummer  who  left  for  New  York  last  evening,  returned 
to  camp  and  duty.  Preparing  for  to-morrow's  inspection,  emery 
and  oil  in  general  use,  the  boys  desire  to  be  in  the  first  class. 
Corporal  Parrington  of  the  "  colar  guard"  promoted  to  be  a 
sergeant  of  his  (D)  company. 

Sunday,  3d. — Clear  and  warm.  Although  marked  quarters  by 
the  surgeon,  we  were  desirous  to  be  on  inspection  for  several 
reasons,  being  exempt  from  company  duties  on  account  of  being 
on  the  "colors'7  our  duties  were  light,  and  the  late  order  regard- 
ing passes  had  opened  a  brisk  competition  among  the  companies; 
wre  had  taken  some  pains  that  our  musket  and  equipments,  but- 
tons, etc.,  should  compare  favorably  with  any  other  in  the  regi- 
ment, and  after  taking  the  lead  in  the  "  color  guard''  and  our 
company,  we  were  called  by  our  lieutenant  and  several  other 
officers  to  compare  our  musket  with  one  from  "  I"  company;  had 
the  pleasure  to  know  that  ours  was  accorded  to  be  the  "  A  No.  lr' 
of  the  regiment.  In  justice  to  my  comrades  of  "  K"  company,  it 
should  be  born  in  mind  that  we  had  no  guard  duty  to  perform 
that  would  expose  our  musket  to  the  heavy  dews  of  that  climate. 
Slight  rain  before  and  after  dinner. 

Monday,  4th.— Heavy  mist  on  the  mountains  which  soon  gave 
way  to  the  warm  rays  of  the  sun..  Beef  soup  for  dinner.  Return 
to  "partial  duty";    visit  Bolivar. 

Tuesday,  5th. — Clear  and  warm.  Private  McAfee,  of  "E"  com- 
pany promoted  to  be  acting  second-lieutenant  of  same  com- 
pany. 

Wednesday,  6th. — Clear  and  warm.  Return  to  duty — on  bat- 
talion and  brigade  drills.  This  afternoon  an  explosion  of  gun- 
powder took  place  in  "  D"  company;  several  tents  were  approached 
by  miniature  tunnels,  which  did  not  extend  more  than  six  inches 
inside  of  the  canvass,  these  tunnels  contained  small  trains  of  pow- 
der which,  when  exploded,  caused  considerable  smoke  and  excite- 
ment; had  it  occurred  in  the  night  or  on  a  rainy  day  when  the 
men  would  have  been  in  their  tents,  it  would  have  been  a  more 
serious  matter;  the  guard  was  turned  out  in  "  double  quick,  but 
no  clue  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  being  found,  nearly  the 
whole  of  "D"  company  was  put  under  arrest  in  the  guard  house. 

Thursday,  7th. — Slightly  overcast,  but  as  the  morning  advanced 
it  cleared  away  and  was  rather  warm. 

Friday,  Stli. — Clear  and  warm.     Color-sergeant  indisposed;  act 
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in  his  place.  Colonel  M.'A.  LefFerts,  of  the  Seventh  regiment 
X.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  stationed  at  Baltimore,  reviewed  the  several  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Miles  and  other 
officers;  brigade  drill  postponed  one  hour  in  consequence.  No 
dress  parade.  « 

Saturday,  Oth. — Overcast  and  windy.  Inspection  and  review  by 
Colonel  LefTerts,  accompanied  by  three  lieutenants.  Flagsat  half- 
mast  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  death  of  ex-President  Van 
Buren,  from  the  War  Department. 

From  9:45  p.  m.  till  10  p.  M.,  the  wind  was  very  high,  accom- 
panied with  loud  thunder,  vivid  lightning  and  some  rain,  causing 
all  hands  to  get  up  and  dress  and  look  to  securing  the  tents,  one 
of  the  top  chains  broke  in  our  tent:  but  the  storm  was  soon  over 
and  all  hands  again  retired — for  U\q  night. 

Sunday,  10th. — Clear  and  cool.  Sanitary  rules  require  daily 
baths.  At  11  p.  m.,  a  scouting  party  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Banta,  of  £:E"  company,  go  out  to  Duffield  Station,  and  its 
vicinity,  to  take  observations  on  certain  persons  and  places  on  the 
line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

Monday,  11th. — Clear  and  warm.  At  the  brigade  drill  this 
afternoon  Col.  Miles  appeared  with  a  new  adjutant-general  from 
the  Seventh  regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  his  former  one  from  the 
Sixtieth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  having  been  relieved  and  ordered  to  report 
to  his  regiment. 

Lieut.  Banta  returned  to  camp  this  forenoon,  his  expedition 
having  proved  a  success,  capturing  400  bushels  of  salt.  He  found 
the  persons  visited  well  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  some 
of  which  the  boys  brought  into  camp;  our  tent  was  represented  in 
the  person  of  Private  Miles. 

Tuesday,  12th. — Cloudy  this  morning;  rain  in  the  afternoon  and 
no  drill. 

Wednesday,  13th. — Clear  and  warm.     For  the  past  four  or  five 
days  we  have  been  acting  color-sergeant.     A  scouting  party  left 
I  camp  at  dress  parade  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Foulk.     We  sought 

permission  to  go,  but  was  informed  that  privates  only  were 
allowed.  About  11  p.  m.,  our  captain  came  to  our  tent  and  called 
Boston  Corbctt  to  go  on  a  scouting  expedition.  After  some  nego- 
tiation with  the  captain  and  adjutant,  we  were  allowed  to  be  one 
of  the  detail  of  live  from  our  company.  We  each  received  one 
day's  rations,  canteen  full  of  coffee  and  20  rounds  of  ammunition. 
The   party,  consisting   of  forty  or  fifty   men,  in  light   marching 
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order  left  camp  at  midnight,  with  instructions  to  halt  at  the  picket 
line,  at  Pitchers,  for  Lieut.  Banta  (who  was  in  command  of  the 
party),  and  the  guide.  Wo  descended  the  ravine  to  the  right  of  our 
camp,  and  marching  by  way  of  tho  railroad,  soon  reached  the 
rendezvous  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Stewart,  of  "II"  company.  After 
a  short  rest  Lieut.  Banta  and  the  guide  appeared  mounted;  the 
line  of  inarch  was  immediately  taken  up. 

Thursday,  14th. — We  had  taken  the  road  which  led  up  the  hill 
in  the  rear  of  Pitcher's  house.  Our  path  led  us  through  fields, 
over  fences,  fallen  trees,  &c,  &c;  gates  and  fences,  when  used, 
were  replaced  as  we  found  them;  houses  and  main  roads  were 
avoided  as  much  as  possible.  After  a  march  of  several  miles  we 
halted  in  a  piece  of  woods  where  the  road  crossed  a  small  hill, 
the  branches  overhanging  and  interlacing  themselves,  forming  a 
natural  archway,  frescoed  with  the  soft  silver  moonbeams,  which 
stole  through  the  wavering  branches,  shedding  just  light  enough 
upon  us  to  reveal  the  groups  of  our  comrades  as  they  reclined 
upon  the  green  turf  partaking  of  a  luncheon,  or  regaling  in  the 
clouds  of  smoke  which  the}-  leisurely  drew  from  their  pipes.  The 
object  of  our  halt  was  soon  made  apparent.  Lieut.  Banta  entered 
the  road,  accompanied!)}'  a  different  guide;  the  lieutenant  was  now 
on  foot,  leading  about  thirty-five  men,  all  of  whom  wore  their  over- 
coats, and  as  they  filed  into  the  road,  we  noiselessly  fell  in  the 
rear  and  were  again  on  the  tramp.  Once  more  we  were  halted 
when  near  Shepardstown,  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  stragglers 
to  come  up;  this  lasted  but  a  few  minutes.  We  were  soon  in 
Shepardstown.  Posting  our  guards  on  the  different  streets,  our 
guide  led  us  to  the  house  of  one  Charles  Lambert,  formerly  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  rebel  arm}-,  who  was  soon  under  arrest.  Our 
guide  had  now  disappeared.  We  had  marched  from  the  "Ferry/'  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  in  three  and  a  half  hours.  Deducting  from 
this  the  time  of  halts,  we  had  marched  over  three  miles  per  hour, 
over  a  rough  and  hilly  route.  Lambert  being  a  butcher  in  the 
town,  and  having  a  supply  of  meat  on  hand  for  his  morning  cus- 
tomers, was  allowed  to  dispose  of  his  stock,  under  the  charge  of 
Corporal  Damis,  of  "B"  company,  and  a  file  of  men.  At  our 
request  we  were  added  to  the  guard,  our  object  being  to  get  a 
good  breakfast  and  the  views  of  the  prisoner  on  the  national  ques- 
tion. We  found  he  was  bent  on  the  same  object,  and  plied  us 
with  all  manner  of  questions  as  to  our  strength,  position  in  camp, 
&c,  &c.     We  found  him  very  shrewd  in  his  answers,  and  seeing 
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him  so  anxious  as  to  om*  situation,  we  suggested  the  fact  to  our 
comrades,  and  all  further  conversation  of  this  kind  ceased.  After 
we  had  breakfasted  with  the  prisoner  and  his  little  family,  we  con- 
ducted him  to  the  "headquarters,"  or  guard  house,  which  was  in 
the  school  house  of  the  town.  We  found  another  prisoner  in 
charge  of  the  guards,  a  Mr.  Cameron,  late  a  second  sergeant  of  one 
of  the  state  regiments.  He  had  only  three  weeks  since  returned 
home  discharged.  He  had  been  in  all  the  battles  on  the  Peninsula 
and  before  Richmond,  and  at  Cross  Keys.  Although  present  at 
Port  Republic,  he  was  not  actively  engaged,  being  then  at  the 
hospital.  Many  passes  were  issued  to  the  people  of  the  town,  who, 
generally  speaking,  used  us  very  well.  The  men  were  quartered 
here  and  there  with  the  well-to-do  inhabitants.  We  dined  with 
an  ex-lieutenant  of  a  "Union"  Maryland  regiment,  and  had  tea 
with  the  miller  of  the  town,  another  Unionist.  Shepardstown  is  a 
pretty  little  town  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  regularly 
laid  out,  many  of  its  sidewalks  being  laid  with  brick.  A  mayor 
presided  over  the  town,  which  contained  a  town  hall,  six  churches, 
a  school  house  and  a  mill.  Opposite,  but  back  from  view,  is 
Sharpsburg;  <k  wherries  "  cross  the  river  here.  By  this  "ferry" 
one  may  pass  from  one  State  to  another., 

Friday,  15th. — At  daylight  this  morning,  we  received  notice  to 
return  to  camp.  This  order  was  carried  into  effect  while  breakfast 
was  being  prepared  throughout  the  town,  in  anticipation  of  our 
promised  visits  ;  the  savory  vapors  from  the  well  kept  kitchens, 
created  immense  vacuums  in  our  "  inner  man,"  which  we  found 
difficult  to  suppress,  inasmuch  as  our  haversacks  were  generally 
empty.  We  stopped  at  a  farm  house  on  the  road,  where  we  ob- 
tained a  pail  of  milk  and  one  large  loaf  of  bread  :  this,  when  di- 
vided, made  a  scanty  meal  for  each  individual,  though  we  had  left 
Lieutenant  Banta  and  thirteen  men  in  charge  of  the  town.  We 
reached  camp  about  eleven,  a.  m.,  having  halted  just  inside  the 
pickets  to  indulge  in  a  bath  in  the  Potomac.  Our  prisoners  were 
soon  before  the  provost  marshal  of  the  Ferry,  Captain  Cook,  of 
Colonel  Baker's  First  Maryland  regiment.  The  captain  was  for- 
merly master  of  a  schoolhouse  in  Shepardstown,  but  lived  in 
Sharpsburg,  and  was  not  unknown  to  the  prisoners.  The  lieuten- 
ant refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  was  sent  to  the 
guard  house  to  await  transportation  to  Fort  McHenry  :  he  re- 
quested (hat  he  be  sent  to  Frederick  City,  Md.,  where  he  was 
born  and  brought  up,  and  where  he  had  many  friends;  of  course  this 
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could  not  be  granted.  The  sergeant  took  the  oath  and  returned 
home  the  same  afternoon.  Lieutenant  Banta  and  his  squad  re- 
turned this  evening  to  camp. 

Saturday,  16th. — Clear  and  warm.     Usual  duties  of  this  day. 

Sunday,  17th. — Clear  and  warm.     Nothing  of  note. 

Monday,  18th. — Clear  and  warm.  At  ten  a.  m.,  the  regiment 
was  mustered.  Visited  the  camp  of  the  Twenty-second  N.  G. 
S.  N.  Y.,  and  unexpectedly  met  an  old  comrade  in  F  company. 
Also  visited  the  general  hospital,  consisting  of  tents;  it  is  situated 
on  camp  hill,  between  the  road  and  Shenandoah  river,  directly  iu 
the  rear,  and  south  of  the  burying  ground.  The  tents  were  evi- 
dently well  conducted,  the  men  giving  apparent  signs  of  kind 
attention,  while  ever  and  anon  was  to  be  seen  the  author  of  many 
kindnesses  to  the  poor  fellows  flitting  to  and  fro,  ministering  to  their 
many  and  different  wants  ;  this  was  the  "  daughter  of  one  of  the 
regiments;"  to  some  a  mother,  to  others  a  sister,  but  U^  all  a  confid- 
ino-  friend.  In  many  of  her  works  she  was  assisted  by  an  Indian 
youth  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  was  often  employed  on 
different   duties   at   headquarters,  or  as  guide  to  some   scouting 

i  •■    ; 

Tuesday,  19th. — Clear  and  warm.  Company  F,  Captain  Jno. 
Ward,  jr.,  being  color  company,  proceeded  together  with  the 
colors  and  color-guard  to  the  slope  of  ground  in  front  of  the 
breastworks  on  Camp  Hill,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Twenty- r.^^na 
regiment's  camp,  where  we  were  photographed  by  Brady. 

Wednesday,  20th. — Clear  and  warm.  The  musket  of  Private 
Cusick,  of  K  company,  was  accidentally  discharged  in  his  tent ; 
manv  of  the  men  stated  that  the  ball  passed  close  to  them,  and 
from  the  different  positions  of  these  men,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  same 
angles  could  be  made  by  an  adept  on  a  billiard  table  ;  investiga- 
tion showed  that  the  ball  had  passed  in  an  almost  perpendicular 
direction  through  the  tent,  doing  no  further  damage.  Nights  are 
getting  cold. 

Thursday,  21st. — Clear  and  warm.  Visited  "  Jefferson's  Rock.77 
It  overhangs  the  only  street  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  is  abreast  of 
the  burying  ground  (mentioned  on  the  18th  inst.) ;  it  is  about  six 
feet  square,  or  nearly  so;  it  lies  upon  another  rock.  The  moun- 
tains here  rise  several  hundred  feet  high,  with  an  unbroken  wall 
of  rock  ;  it  was  on  one  of  these  walls,  with  one  end  against 
the  bank,  while  the  other  was  upheld  by  two  brown  stone 
pillars,  leaving  a  space  underneath  in  some  places  of  about  eigh- 
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teen  inches,  while  the  surface  of  the  rock  was  engraved  with  the 
names  of  the  many  who  had  visited  it,  some  dating  many  years 
buck  ;  it  was  shaded  by  the  overhanging  branches  of  a  single 
tree.  Here  the  visitor  might,  in  a  single  glance,  trace  the  course 
of  the  Shenandoah  as  it  tumbled  over  its  rocky  bed,  uniting  its 
waters,  just  below,  with  those  of  the  Potomac  ;  or  see  the  rapid 
snake-like  motion  of  the  iron  horse  as  he  came  thundering  on  over 
the  railroad  bridge,  bound  to  the  west  by  the  great  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  H.  R.  ;  or  gaze  on  its  snail-like  companion,  the  venerable 
canal  boat,  while  the  piping  notes  of  the  "  canawler's  "  horn  gave 
timely  warning  of  his  coming,  and  the  lumbersome  gates  of  the 
lock  swung  heavily  open.  Rumor  has  it  that  on  this  rock,  the 
illustrious  Thomas  Jefferson  spent  many  hours  with  his  books  and 
dame  nature  for  his  companion  ;  whether  history  will  sustain  this 
assertion  or  not,  we  "saith  not." 

Friday,  22d. — Slightly  overcast.  Some  rain  through  the  day; 
cleared  up  towards  evening.  Battalion  drill  for  the  postponed 
brigade  one. 

Saturday,  23d. — Somewhat  overcast  this  morning,  which  cul- 
minated in  a  heavy  rain.  Drills  shortened.  Cleared  up  this 
evening. 

Sunday,  24th. — Slightly  overcast,  but  cleared  up  early.  After 
the  inspection  we  visited  the  camp  of  the  Twenty-second  regiment 
N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  in  company  of  Color-Corporal  Clark  of  "I" 
company. 

At  12  M.  this  regiment  was  called  together  (without  formation) 
by  Lieut. -Colonel  Aspinwall,  commanding.  He  told  them  that 
they  would  be  relieved  no  doubt  this  afternoon,  but  inasmuch  as 
the  enemy  was  showing  themselves  in  our  vicinity,  Colonel  Miles, 
the  post  commander,  requested  that  they  would  remain  one  week 
longer.  'Colonel  Aspinwall  requested  them  to  express  their  views 
on  the  subject.  For  a  few  moments  not,  a  man  answered — home 
and  country  were  in  the  scales.  A  few  men  moved  stealthily 
through  the  crowd  whispering  "home"  in  their  comrades  ears, 
and  the  majority  so  expressed  themselves.  Adjutant  Grant  now 
threw  his  cap   on   the   ground  within  the  circle,  saying  that  he  be 

d d  if  he  was  not  in  favor  of  staying  until  all  the  danger  was 

past. 

At  dress  parade  the  same  news  was  imparted  to  our  regiment 
by  Colonel  Ward,  who,  from  the  smile  that  lit  up  his  face,  evi- 
dently expected  an  answer  in  the  affirmative.     For  some  minutes 
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all  was  as  still  as  death,  until  away  from  the  right,  just  audibly 
spoken,  came  these  words,  "  I  want  to  go  home,"  a  vent  had  been 
•given,  and  these  words  were  soon  boisterously  taken  up  by  the 
majority  of  the  men;  the  colonel*  replied,  they  should  give  their 
full  time,  which  was  next  Sunday,  adding,  "  then  you  may  go 
home,  if  you  can;  but  you  go  home  without  me — I  shall  remain 
here." 

The  parade  was  dismissed,  and  as  the  men  gathered  in  their 
company  streets,  the  subject  was  freely  canvassed;  but  it  was  for 
"I"  Company,  captain  Jacob  Acorn,  to  make  the  first  step.  The 
colonel  was  sent  for  by  the  captain — the  company  was  formed  in 
its  street — the  colonel  and  several  of  his  staff  were  soon  upon  the 
ground.  The  captain  told  him  that  he  had  sent  for  him  by  request 
of  his  company,  every  man  of  which  had  voted  to  remain  with 
7dm,  and  be  subject  to  his  (the  colonel's)  orders.  Tears  of  grati- 
tude now  filled  our  noble  colonel's  eyes,  as  he  requested  that  he 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  shaking  the  hand  of  every  man  of 
Company  "I".  With  ranks  opened,  facing  inwards,  he  passed 
from  man  to  man,  thanking  them  as  he  clasped  their  hand.  The 
tide  had  changed — the  example  of  Company  "  I7'  was  followed 
by  Companies  i!K"  and  "C'\  and  before  our  commander  retired 
for  the  night,  half  of  the  regiment  had  pledged  themselves  to 
remain  true  to  him. 

Monday,  25th. — Clear  and  warm.  "C"  company,  Captain 
Byrne,  detailed  for  guard  duty  on  the  train  (cars)  to  Winchester 
and  back.  The  company  having  no  second  lieutenant,  it  was 
filled  "  for  this  trip  only  "  by  Second  Lieutenant  Donahue,  of  lt  B" 
company. 

Arrival  of  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  regiment  New  York 
volunteers  (just  organized),  and  Fifteenth  battery  Indiana  Artil- 
lery; they  camp  on  the  face  of  Camp  Hill,  facing  Bolivar. 

Tuesday,  26th. — Clear  and  warm.  Together  with  our  friend 
Corporal  Clark,  of  "  I"  company,  we  visited  the  new  troops  in 
their  camps,  also  the  Twenty-second  regiment,  where  we  dined 
"sumptuously"  with  some  of  our  soldier  friends.  Return  of  "C';  com- 
pany from  Winchester.  Death  of  our  regimental  hospital  steward, 
David  J.  Wriffht.     Morning  battalion  drills  dispensed  with. 

Wednesday,  27th. — Clear  and  warm.  The  One  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  regiment  N.  Y.  Vols,  were  entirely  composed  of  raw  ma- 
terial, officers  and  men  being  entirely  ignorant  of  military  matters, 
were  in  want  of  instructors;  under  these  circumstances  a  detail  of 
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officers  was  made  from  our  regiment,  to  instruct  their  officers 
while  sergeants  were  detailed  to  drill  the  companies.  First  Lieu- 
tenant Higgjnbotham,  and  Third  Sergeant  Joseph  Carter,  were 
the  details  of  "  K"  company.  Twenty-second  regiment,  N.  G.  S. 
N.  Y.,  did  not  appear  on  the  brigade  ground  to-day. 

Thursday,  28th. — Clear  and  warm.  Arrival  of  more  green 
troops,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers. 
11  B"  company  detailed  as  guard  for  the  train  to-day,  with  a  detail 
from  each  of  the  other  seven  companies,  ("  G"  being  vacant,  "A" 
being  at  Fort  McHenry).  The  detail  from  "  K"  company  con- 
sisted  of  First  Corporal  Mcllhargy.  Privates  Boston  Corbet,  and 

Johnson  and  ourself;  we  were  all  supplied  with  one   day's  ra- 
ti 

tions  by  our  company.  The  whole  guard  consisted  of  Captain 
Hansen,  First  Lieutenant  Lynch  and  Second  Lieutenant  Mara,  of 
*'  D"  company  and  sixty  file  of  men,  most  of  whom  were  already 
supplied  with  one  day's  rations,  but  we  were  given  one  hundred 
rations  of  coffee,  sugar  and  candles  with  two  camp  kettles,  the 
men  refused  these,  as  they  were  already  supplied  with  one  day's 
rations  and  did  not  care  to  be  annoyed  by  carrying  the  two  ket- 
tles; Boston  Corbett  volunteered  to,  and  did  carry  the  kettles 
and  their  contents  some  distance  before  any  one  offered  to  help 
him.  We  left  the  ''Ferry"  on  the  train  at  2:30  P.  M.;  we  found 
the  Eleventh  Regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  doing  guard  duty  at  dif- 
ferent stations  along  the  road,  in  most  of  which  they  were  com- 
fortably situated.  This  road,  although  running  through  a  valley 
of  unsurpassed  beauty  and  grandeur,  is  one  of  the  hardest  riding 
roads  we  have  ever  rode  on. 

In  addition  to  the  many  pretty  towns  along  the  route,  our 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  shape  that  several  trees  had  taken; 
the  most  remarkable  of  these  was  one  to  the  north  of  the  track; 
at  a  short  distance  you  saw  a  perfectly  formed  eagle  of  huge  form, 
standing  erect  with  wings  spread,  and  {he  head  just  drooping  for- 
ward on  the  neck,  this  very  properly  was  termed  "  Eagle  Tree." 
We  arrived  in  Winchester  about  b*:o0  r.  m„  and  found  the  Ninth 
Vermont  Volunteers  doing  provost  guard  duty  in  the  town;  we 
were  quartered  in  the  railroad  "  station"  (this  is  the  terminus  of 
the  road),  and  the  coffee  which  the  men  had  refused  when  leaving 
camp  was  soon  boiled, — we  were  unable  to  detect  a  man  refusing 
his  "  ration."  After  supper  we  took  a  stroll  through  Market  and 
Main  streets,  we  found  a  few  ruins  in  the  town,  but  with  this  ex- 
ception  the   general  appearance   was  of  comfort  and  peace;  the 


458  Fifth  Annual  Be  port  of  tub 

place  contains  several  banks,  hotel,  churches,  a  market,  &c. 
While  returning  several  cavalry  men  passed  us,  crying  as  they 
galloped  on,  ;<  turn  out  Ninth  Vermont"  They  came  in  from  the 
turnpikes  and  rode  direct  to  the  fortifications  on  the  hill,  which 
commanded  the  town.  We  had  lain  down  for  the  night  when 
Corbett  came  in  and  proposed  "  banking  beside  us  under  the 
window;"  he  had  just  laid  down,  when  a  stone  thrown  from  the 
outside  came  crashing  through  two  panes  of  glass  (both  sashes 
were  down);  the  stone  was  evidently  intended  for  our  comrade, 
but  the  glass  struck  us  on  the  side  of  the  head,  which  brought  the 
warm  blood  trickling  down  through  our  hair;  Corbett  essayed  to 
bring  a  light  to  examine  our  injuries,  he  had  stepped  into  the 
hallway  for  this  purpose,  when  lie  was  attacked  by  several  of  our 
men  who  had  become  intoxicated,  he  defended  himself  till  Lieu- 
tenant Lynch  entered  and  ordered  the  men  away  with  revolver  in 
hand.  Corbett  had  become  an  object  of  derision  and  contempt 
with  most  of  the  men,  because  of  his  habit  of  lecturing  them  on  his 
views  of  religion  and  Christianity;  and  in  this  instance  they  had 
been  tormenting  him  from  his  appearance  amongst  them  in  camp; 
had  Corbett  not  possessed  this  fault,  he  would  have  been  re- 
spected by  every  man  in  the  regiment,  for  none  denied  that  he 
was  one  of  our  best  soldiers. 

Friday,  29th. — Clear  and  warm.  A  captain  of  the  Ninth  Ver- 
mont Volunteers  delivered  as  prisoner  a  captain  of  guerrillas  to 
our  officers,  to  be  delivered  to  the  authorities  in  the  Ferry,  for 
which  place  we  started  at  seven  a.  m.  The  train  was  no  sooner 
under  way  than  the  men  commenced  to  torment  Corbett,  by 
throwing  clay,  bits  of  crackers,  &c.,  at  him.  At  last,  he  retreated 
to  the  roof  of  the  cars,  which  011I3'  served  to  encourage  the  tor- 
mentors ;  a  tew  followed  him  to  the  roof;  here  his  temper  began 
to  master  his  will,  and  he  warned  them  to  stop  or  he  would  hurt 
some  of  them.  They  laughed  the  more  at  him.  We  had  just 
stopped  at  Summit's  Point,  when  the  report  of  a  musket  rung 
upon  the  air,  ami  upon  looking  up  on  the  ear  roof,  we  saw  Cor- 
bett ram  home  another  cartridge  ;  just  then  a  certain  sergeant  of 
our  regiment,  witli  revolver  in  hand,  came  around  the  corner  of 
the  old  mill  which  stood  by  the  road,  saying,  "shoot   the  s — n  of 

a  b h  !"     He  was  immediately  covered  by  the  musket   of  his 

intended  victim,  who  coolly  told  him,  "  lire  away,  George,  I'm 
ready  for  the  next  one  !;'  The  wounded  man  was  removed  from 
the  cars,  and  his  wound,  which  was  through  the  fleshy  part  of  the 
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lee  above  the  knee,  was  dressed  by  the  surgeon  of  the  Eleventh 
N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  a  company  of  which  was  stationed  here.  The 
man  was  then  placed  upon  a  stretcher  and  taken  in  the  officers' 
car.  Corbett  surrendered  himself  to  Captain  Hansen,  who  placed 
him  under  arrest  in  charge  of  the  sergeant  who  had  called  for  his 
shooting.  We  arrived  in  camp  about  eleven  a.  m.,  without  fur- 
ther trouble;  the  prisoner  was  placed  in  the  guard-house,  and 
the  wounded  man  sent  to  the  hospital.  In  the  evening  he  was 
reported  very  low.  The  prisoner  was  removed  to  the  Ferry,  and 
placed  in  the  guard-house  there. 

Saturday,  30th. — Cloudy  and  overcast.  Arrival  of  the  Eighth 
New  York  Cavalry,  'Tra  Harris  Guard/'  They  have  been  in  the 
service  about  one  year. 

Sunday,  31st. — Weather  similar  to  yesterday.  Monthly  muster 
and  inspection.  Visited  the  camps  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Xew  York  Volunteers,  Indiana  Artillery,  and  Twenty-sec- 
ond regiment  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.;  the  latter  preparing  to  leave  for 
home  this  evening.  After  visiting  the  Ferry  we  returned  to 
camp  for  dinner,  and  again  went  out  to  see  the  Twenty-second  oil' 
They  started  about  four  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Monday,  September  1st. — Cloudy  and  windy.  A  short  drill  ; 
heavy  rain  storm,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  and  fierce  winds. 
Our  term  of  enlistment  expired  yesterday  ;  iooked-for  marching 
orders  not  arrived. 

Tuesday,  2d. — Clear,  with  a  cool  breeze  from  the  mountains. 
Many  of  us  in  the  Ferry  on  "French  leave  ;'?  arrival  and  depart- 
ure of  Eleventh  regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  for  Xew  York  city. 

Wednesday,  3d. — Clear  and  cool.  While  in  the  Ferry  this  morn- 
ing, a  train  arrived  from  Winchester,  bringing  the  news  of  the 
evacuation  of  that  place  by  our  forces,  under  Brigadier-General 
White,  after  destroying  the  fortifications,  larger  guns  and  most  of 
the  ordnance  and  commissary  stores,  the  main  body  retreating  by 
way  of  the  Martinsburg  road.  The  train  brought  down  sonic 
troops  and  Union  citizens,  a  few  guns,  some  ammunition  and 
commissary  stores. 

Evening. — Arrival  of  the  troops  from  Winchester,  which  were 
supposed  to  have  gone  to  Martinsburg. 

N.  B. — We  should  have  mentioned  that  while  waiting  in  the 
Ferry  on  the  28th  ultimo,  for  the  train  to  start,  our  attention  was 
attracted  by  the  movements  of  a  tall  gentleman,  who  now  and 
then  took   a    few  strides  up  and  down  the  track  ;    he  was  alone, 
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none  knew  or  recognized  him  and  be  seemed  not  inclined  to  form 
acquaintances;  his  hair  was  slightly  gray,  while  his  eye  was  sharp 
and  bright,  and  as  it  turned  from  one  person  to  another,  he  appeared 
to  read  their  very  thoughts;  then  he  appeared  as  one  lost,  one  who 
had  returned  from  afar  to  his  home,  to  find  it  much  changed,  as 
though  he  sought  some  point  in  the  landscape  of  particular  inter- 
est to  him.  On  the  following  morning,  when  about  to  leave  Win- 
chester, we  noticed  this  same  citizen  at  the  depot  in  company 
with  General  White.  We  afterwards  learned  that  this  was  Gen- 
eral McCullum,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  U.  S.  A. 

Thursday,  4th. — Clear  and  cool.  Colonel  Ward  informs  the 
regiment  that  the  rebels  are  advancing  upon  us  from  Leesburg, 
their  strength  about  15,000,  and  were  evidently  intending  to  cross 
the  Shenandoah  at  Key's  Ford,  a  few  miles  up  the  river;  our 
forces  amounted  to  9,000  men;  we  had  thirty-seven  guns  mounted, 
while  our  position  was  strategical  and  well  guarded;  he  felt  con- 
fident that  we  could  hold  our  own,  and  more  too.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral "White,  with  his  troops,  gone  out  to  Marti nsburg. 

Friday,  5th. — Clear  and  cool.  In  the  Ferry,  no  trains  to  or 
from  Baltimore;  rebels  said  to  have  possession  of  the  road.  Our 
regiment  ordered  inside  the  breastworks,  which  order  was  imme- 
diately complied  with;  we  weie  assigned  the  right  of  the  line  on 
Camp  Hill;  we  pitched  our  tents  on  a  narrow  strip  of  ground  to 
the  rear  of  this  and  behind  the  houses.  Dispatch  from  General 
Wool  to  send  our  regiment  home  to-morrow,  if  Ave  can  get  the 
cars  to  do  it  with,  read  at  dress  parade.  Arrival  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Xew  York  Volunteers  (Garibaldi  Guards),  Thirty-second 
Ohio,  Colonel  Tom  Ford,  and  Captain  Rigby's  First  and  Third 
Indiana  batteries,  the  two  former  sent  to  Maryland  Heights  to 
support  Captain  Graham's  batteries  of  the  Fifth  N.  Y.  V.  II.  A.; 
they  take  position  to  the  left,  but  in  advance  of  his  lines,  at  a 
white  farm  house;  Colonel  Ford  assumes  command  of  the  Heights. 
Captain  Rigby's  command  assigned  to  the  breastworks  on  the 
right  of  Camp  Hill,  with  our  regiment  as  a  support.  Captain 
Rigby's  men  refuse  to  do  duty,  because  of  their  guns  being 
ordered  to  some  other  position,  and  they  to  duty  on  other  guns; 
they  had  passed  through  other  engagements  with  their  guns,  and 
had  become  attached  to  them;  they  were  "  Napoleons,"  and  long- 
twelve  pounders,  smooth  bore*  and  of  brass,  while  the  guns  they 
were  ordered  to  were  ten-pound  Parrots,  rifled.     The  captain  and 
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his  officers  explained  the  case  to  the  men;  they  retained  several 
of  their  howitzers. 

Saturday,  6th. — Colonel  Miles,  acting  major-general,  command- 
ing the  post;  Colonel  Wm.  G.  Ward,  acting  brigadier-general  of 
the  Fourth  brigade;  Lieut. -Colonel  Satterlce  in  command  of  the 
regiment.  Drills  reduced  to  company  drills  of  one  hour  each 
day;  telegraph  and  railroad  communication  cut  off.  About  two 
o'clock  this  forenoon,  Captain  Allen,  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Ohio, 
provost-marshal  of  Bolivar,  captured  a  rebel  lieutenant  "spy,''  after 
a  long  chase,  with  plans  of  our  position,  strength,  forces  and 
other  details.  A  horse  and  biiffSfy  was  found  standing  in  the 
road,  in  front  of  Captain  Allen's  quarters,  which  the  rebel  lieu- 
tenant had  used.  It  seems  the  rebel  had  been  watching  the 
movements  of  the  captain  for  some  time  through  the  window, 
who  was  engaged  in  writing  up  some  business  appertaining  to  his 
office.  When  the  captain  became  aware  of  this,  he  quietly  arose 
and  left  the  room,  without  exciting  the  suspicion  of  the  spy,  who 
was  surprised  and  nearly  captured  on  the  spot  by  the  captain; 
the  rebel,  seeing  that  he  was  detected,  attempted  to  escape  by 
takiug  to  his  heels,  but  was  followed  and  brought  back  by  Cap- 
tain Allen. 

Sunday,  7th. — Clear  and  cool.  Strict  orders  to  provost  guard 
to  send  all  soldiers  not  supplied  with  a  special  pass  to  their  camps. 
Corporal  Miller,  of  our  company,  in  command  of  the  guard  at  the 
sally-port,  captures  a  spy,  who  in  giving  the  pass  required  by  the 
guard,  gave,  in  mistake,  one  permitting  him  to  pass  the  rebel  lines 
to  and  from  Richmond,  which  I  believe  was  signed  by  General 
Cooper,  of  the  rebel  army  ;  he  was  also  supplied  with  one  from 
Colonel  Miles,  to  pass  our  lines. 

Rumor  reports  that  a  rebel  captain  was  also  taken  within  our 
lines  yesterday — three  spies  in  two  days,  speaks  well  of  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  commanding  officers.  On  dress  parade  a  dispatch  to 
Col.  Miles,  was  read  to  us,  stating  that  the  rebels  had  attacked  our 
forces  at  Martinsburg,  but  that  Brig.-Gcncral  White  was  happy  to 
state  that  he  had  driven  them  back  to  Winchester  in  confusion. 

Monday,  8th. — Clear  aud  moderate.  A  detailed  foraging  party 
with  an  army  wagon  go  out  in  charge  of  our  quartermaster.  In 
the  evening  a  large  fire  was  seen  over  the  mountains  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Shepardstown.     Return  of  foraging  party  about  11  r.  M. 

Tuesday,  9th. — dear  and  moderate.  Capture  of  several  rebel 
soldiers  at  Middletown,  Maryland. 
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Wednesday,  10th. — Clear  and  mild.  Company  "F"  go  to  Lou- 
don Heights,  to  guard  a  party  of  wood-cutters  from  the  Fifth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  engaged  in  felling  trees,  for  the  purpose 
of  uncovering  the  road  running  up  the  mountain  ;  they  returned 
before  sunset. 

Thursday,  11th. — Cloudy  with  slight  rains.  Company  "E  "  go 
to  Loudon  Heights,  as  guard  to  the  wood-cutters  ;  they  also  return 
before  sunset.     Orders  to  <:  sleep  on  arms." 

Friday,  12th. — Cloudy  and  overcast.  Visit  the  "Ferry,''  but  soon 
returned  to  go  with  our  company  to  Loudon  Heights.  Plenty  of 
fruit  and  vegetables  on  these  "  heights." 

About  4  p.  ai.,  a  drummer  was  seen  to  appear  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  Shenandoah,  adjoining  the  camps  on  Camp  Hill,  and 
presently  the  drum  rolled  out  the  "  re-call,"  which  we  quickly 
obeyed. 

Lieutenant  Marshall  and  eight  men  had  gone  off  early  in  the 
dav  on  a  kind  of  scouting  affair  :  we  had  descended  the  mountain 
to  return  to  camp,  when  the  lieutenant  and  his  party  met  us  at 
the  river  ;  they  reported  that  when  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
mountain,  they  saw  several  tents  in  the  edge  of  a  bit  of  woods, 
while  several  horses  were  grazing  in  the  valley,  and  men  were 
also  seen  moving  about  ;  it  was  evidently  a  guard  or  advance  party 
of  cavalry.     Orders  to  "sleep  on  arms." 

Saturday.  13th. — Clear  and  cool  this  morning.  Firing  of  mus- 
ketry on  Maryland  Heights;  several  volleys  had  been  fired  before 
our  men  were  aware  that  "  the  ball  had  opened."  Soon  the  heavy 
guns  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  opened  their  fire  on 
the  enemy  and  were  quickly  followed  by  the  guns  from  our  camp. 
Captain  Jacob  Acorn,  of  "I"  Company  (that  being  the  artillery 
company  of  our  regiment),  was  ordered  to  take  two  small  12 
pound  howitzers,  known  as  the  "jack-ass  battery,"  and  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  Maryland  Heights  for  duty.  They  were 
assigned  to  the  right  of  the  Hue,  where  they  performed  signal 
service  in  repelling  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  were  pressing 
back  our  lines  in  utter  disregard  of  our  heavier  guns.  They  were 
apparently  determined  to  turn  our  right  flank  if  possible,  but 
Captain  xVcorn  was  strongly  opposed,  and  at  each  charge  as  they 
emerged  from  the  woods  into  the  cornfield,  Company  4i  I  "  poured 
into  their  ranks  such  a  well-directed  fire,  that  they  were  unable  to 
reach  the  top  of  the  "  heights." 

Before  proceeding  further   it  would  be  proper  to  state  that  the 
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oiioiii}'  had  shown  himself  at  Solomon's  Gap,  an  outpost  of  Mary- 
land   Heights,    on   yesterday   afternoon,    about    the    time    of  our 

"recall"  from  London  Heights.     He  had  steadily  advanced,  driv- 
es K.  > 

ing  our  forces.  Soon  our  "signal  stations"  were  within  his  lines, 
and  to-day  he  has  driven  our  men  from  the  breastworks  on  the 
crest  of  the  mountain;  but  the  (ire  of  Capt.  Graham's  guns  "was 
too  troublesome  for  him  to  remain  within  their  range;  by  descend- 
ing the  mountain  a  short  distance  on  the  north  side,  it  will  be 
seen  that  this  obstacle  was  removed.  To  turn  our  right  flank  was 
now  his  only  hope.  With  this  accomplished,  his  sharpshooters 
could  at  will  pick  off  the  men  at  Capt.  Graham's  guns,  which 
would  most  probably  be  unable  to  reply,  from  the  elevation  they 
would  require. 

The  Fifth  Artillery  had  several  men  disabled  by  the  premature 
explosion  of  a  gun. 

Look  !  what  mean  that  movement  of  troops  down  the  moun- 
tain; is  the  enemy  repulsed,  and  these  troops  relieved  ?  The  fire 
of  Graham's  guns  is  not  so  heavy  !  See,  by  jove  they  are  re- 
treating !  Men  are  telling  it  to  their  officers  and  proclaiming 
their  willingness  to  attempt  to  check  the  tide;  here  comes  our 
commander  up  the  road  from  Bolivar,  the  venerable  Colonel 
Miles,  of  the  Second  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.;  as  he  enters  the  sally- 
port, acting  Brig.-General  Ward,  is  at  his  horse's  side,  and  con- 
ducts him  to  the  open  space  between  Kigby's  guns  and  our  tents, 
and  eagerly  points  out  the  state  of  affairs;  the  old  man  looks 
quietly  on  the  scene  while  a  smile  steals  over  his  face.  Lieuten- 
ant Stuart,  of  Coles'  Maryland  Cavalry  (this  cavalry — six  compan- 
ies— belonged  to  Colonel  Baker's  First  Maryland  Union  regiment. 
Coles  being  Major  and  in  command  of  the  cavalry  portion),  who 
had  performed  valuable  services  in  scouting  and  also  in  the  secret 
service,  suggests  that  "  Col.  Ford,  be  signaled  to  return  his  troops 
to  their  position, — this  is  apiece  of  d — d  cowardice"  Miles,  good 
old  man,  thinks  "  it  is  too  late  now:"  acting  Brig.-General  Ward, 
tells  him  u  General,  if  you  will  give  me  permission  to  take  my  reg- 
iment, I  think  we  can,  with  the  troops  already  there,  regain  our 
lost  ground.''  Colonel  Miles,  will  not  give  permission,  and  most 
of  the  officers  turn  from  him  in  disgust — he  is  branded  as  a  cow- 
ard  by  officers  and  men.  Post-Quartermaster  Captain  Ruther- 
ford, meets  him  in  the  road  and  addresses  him  in  nearly  these 
Words:  "Colonel  Miles,  that  retreat  from  the  heights  is  a  cow- 
ardly act;   if,  I  thought,  you  ordered  it,  I  would  think  no  more  of 
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shootin**  von  than  I  would  a — "  "I  command  here,  sir,  and  con- 
sider  myself  responsible  !  ;'  replied  Colonel  Miles,  as  he  rode  off, 
leaving  the  captain  standing  by  the  horse  and  wagon  in  which  he 
rode.  The  troops  engaged  (so  far  as  known  to  us),  were  the  Thirty- 
second  Ohio,  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifteenth  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, four  regiments  of  infantry,  with  two  batteries,  under  Captain 
Graham,  and  our  two  guns  with  company  "I, "all  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Thomas  Ford,  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio.  Had  Col. 
Ford  taken  the  four  field-pieces  which  Captain  Graham  had,  to  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  and  had  them  served  as  effectively  or  nearly  so 
as  the  jackass  guns  were,  he  could  have  driven  the  enemy  back  to 
their  lines,  for  at  this  time  they  were  not  in  force;  they  must  have 
been  more  successful  than  they  anticipated,  infantry  being  the 
only  troops  they  could  use  with  any  effect.  Captain  Acorn,  and 
his  company  were  the  last  of  our  troops  lo  leave  the  mountain; 
while  on  their  way  down  they  stopped  to  spike  two  of  Graham's 
field  pieces,  which  had  been  left  unspiked.  The  day  closes  with 
officers  and  men  speaking  in  terms  of  condemnation  of  the  sur- 
render of  Maryland  Heights. 

Sunday,  14th. — Slightly  overcast.  Firing  this  morning  com- 
menced from  Bolivar  Heights,  towards  Halltown,  followed  by 
our  guns  in  every  direction  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be 
enmasse.  About  1:45  p.  m.,  the  enemy,  on  Loudon  Heights,  opened 
their  guns  upon  Camp  Hill.  They  soon  obtained  a  good  range, 
which  destroyed  some  property;  and  although  many  hair-breadth 
escapes  occurred,  we  did  not  learn  of  a  single  loss  of  life.  This 
forenoon,  the  Thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  crossed  the  Puto- 
mac  by  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  ascended  the  road  to  Maryland 
Heights,  their  object  being  to  recover  the  four  field  pieces  of 
Captain  Graham,  left  in  his  wrorks.  Kigby's  guns  had  been  trained 
to  cover  them,  and  a  section  of  another  battery,  being  sent  to  our 
camp  for  the  same  duty,  were  placed  in  position  on  a  knoll  of 
ground  about  one  hundred  yards  from  our  tents,  being  the  highest 
and  nearest  point  to  Maryland  Heights.  They  reach  the  deserted 
camp,  take  possession  of  the  guns  and  caissons,  and,  with  the  pro- 
per ropes  hooked  to  the  hind  axles,  descend  the  mountain  slowly 
and  carefully.  Every  man  in  our  camp  and  the  men  at  the  guns, 
watch  their  every  movement,  in  expectation  of  seeing  the  enemy 
fire  on  them.  They  reach  the  river  road,  and  they  are  safe;  the 
prize  is  gained  without  a  shot.     The  enemy  are  gaining  strength. 
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This  afternoon  they  have  opened  on  us  on  three  sides,  viz:  in  front, 
stretching  from  the  Shenandoah  across  the  Winchester  road,  and 
from  Loudon  and  Maryland  Heights,  on  our  left  and  rear.  The 
guns  on  Loudon  rake  Camp  Hill,  but  the  guns  on  Maryland 
Heights  are  apparently  useless,  as  not  a  shot  from  them  falls  with- 
in our  works;  many  shells  exploding  in  the  air  fall  \\\  the  Potomac, 
while  others  reach  our  old  camp  ground  and  the  village  of  Bolivar. 
The  enemy's  sharpshooters  nre  annoying  our  troops  in  the  ferry — 
they  have  taken  position  on  a  ledge  of  rock  011  Maryland  Heights, 
which  overlooks  the  ferry  and  railroad,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  troops  are  unable  to  serve  the  guns  at  the  railroad  bridge  or 
on  the  elevated  track  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  The  guard 
over  the  rebel  prisoners  in  the  engine  house  at  the  arsenal  ruins, 
are  driven  inside  and  forced  to  close  the  doors,  while  the  bullets 
patter  like  hail  on  the  iron  doors.  Acting-Brig.-General  Ward, 
being  notified  of  this  fact,  repairs  to  one  of  the  ten-pound  Parrott 
guns,  and,  after  carefully  surveying  the  position  of  the  sharp- 
shooters, with  his  own  hands  trains  the  gun:  then  orders  the  ser- 
geant of  the  gun  to  load  with  spherical  case  and  fire.  The  shot  is  a 
little  too  high — it  passed  through  the  tree-tops.  The  second  time 
the  gun  is  loaded  with  a  percussion-cap  shell,  the  range  slightly 
altered  by  the  sight  of  the  glass,  and  the  colonel  gives  the  com- 
mand  to  fire.  The  shell  bursts  in  the  midst  of  the  rebels,  and, 
having  struck  the  rocky  wall,  causes  some  destruction.  With  the 
naked  e}'e  we  saw  them  carry  away  the  dead  and  wounded;  another 
shot  was  not  needed — the  spot  was  soon  unoccupied.  The  enemy 
on  Loudon  Heights,  having  obtained  the  range  of  our  camp,  threw 
their  "compliments"  amongst  us  very  freely,  one  or  more  shots 
entering  our  brigade  headquarters  by  an  open  window,  and  our 
guns  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  are  compelled  to  change 
their  positions.  The  sharpshooters  being  disposed  of,  Colonel 
Ward  turned  his  attention  to  this  point.  After  several  shots 
under  his  directions,  one  of  the  enemy's  guns  was  struck 
and  dismounted,  and  soon  after  the  batteries  were  entirely 
silenced,  but  were  soon  opened  again  ;  they  were  as  prompt. 
ly  and  effectively  attended  to  as  before  ;  we  evidently  hav- 
ing the  best  of  the  tiring.  A  report  reached  our  camp  that 
the  enemy  were  pressing  back  the  left  of  our  line  on  Boli- 
var Heights,  under  Brig.-General  White.  Our  regiment  was 
drawn  up  in  line  on  our  parade  ground,  and,  although  under  lire, 
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went  through  the  form  of  dress  parade,  after  which  we  marched 
out  to  Bolivar  Heights,  at  the  foot  of  which  we  were  ordered  to 
"  load  at  will ;"  there  evidently  wras  a  brisk  skirmish  of  musketry 
taking  place  to  our  left  and  between  the  road  and  Shenandoah 
river.  It  was  after  twilight,  and  nothing  could  be  ascertained — 
silently  we  received  the  order  from  Licut.-Colonel  Satterlee,  "for- 
ward, march  ;"  soon  we  had  crossed  the  brow  of  the  heights  and 
were  advancing  in  four-rank  formation  towards  the  enemy's  line, 
and  which  we  must  have  nearly  reached,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  "  file-left,"  (we  were  now  marching  parallel  with  both  lines); 
we  had  proceeded  several  hundred  feet,  when  wre  again  hied  to 
the  left  and  entered  our  own  lines.  It  had  been  ascertained  that 
some  of  our  own  troops  had  advanced  beyond  their  line,  the  other 
troops  not  being  aware  of  this,  believed  them  to  be  the  enemy,  and 
consequently  opened  fire  on  them;  the  mistake  was  soon  dis- 
covered. We  returned  to  camp,  and  in  silence  and  darkness  laid 
down  for  the  night  ;  soon  we  heard  the  clatter  of  horses  hoofs 
crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  at  the  "ferry" — it  is  the  cavalry 
(2.300  strong)  who  are  going  to  attempt  to  cut  their  way  through 
the  enemy's  lines;  they  take  the  road  to  Sandy  Hook.  For  several 
days  we  had  heard  heavy  cannonading  in  the  distance,  and  it  was 
rumored  that  if  we  could  hold  out  till  twelve  o'clock  to-night, 
McClellau  would  send  us  re-enforcements  under  General  Sigel. 
During  the  night  it  was  thought  the  enemy  were  erecting  a 
"  masked "  battery  in  the  wood  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Potomac,  which  wrould  place  our  camp  between  two  cross-fires  ; 
our  regiment  was  turned  out  to  throw  up  some  protection  against  this. 
Monday,  15th. — Clear  and  moderate.  This  morning  we  have 
an  embankment  of  clay,  with  the  ditch  inside,  as  a  protection 
against  the  supposed  new  masked  battery  of  the  enemy.  The 
lire  opened  from  Bolivar  Heights  this  morning,  and  the  guns  in 
our  camp  immediately  followed.  One  of  the  Parrotts,  under  the 
charge  of  a  lieutenant  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
opened  on  the  enemy's  supposed  new  masked  battery  in  order 
to  draw  his  lire  and  expose  his  position;  it  wras  not  success- 
ful. One  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes  after  the  guns  on  Bolivar 
Heights  had  opened,  we  saw  a  white  flag  pass  from  the  right 
towards  the  left  of  these  same  heights.  It  had  hardly  appeared 
on  their  crest,  when  at  least  half  a  dozen  were  fluttering  in  the 
breeze.  The  stars,  and  stripes  had  been  lowered  from  all  the 
flag-stalls  save  one,  and  the  enemy  turned  their  guns  on  this  one, 
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which  were  duly  answered;  this  lasted  for  some  minutes,  when  an 
order  arrived  from  the  commander  that  the  flag  of  the  Union,  in 
the  camp  of  the  Twelfth  regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  be  lowered. 
Although  it  was  obeyed,  we  had  the  pleasure  to  know  that  our 
regiment  was  the  last  to  lower  the  American  Flag.  Yesterday 
afternoon  Col.  Miles  told  Col.  Ward  not  to  waste  any  ammunition 
on  the  enemy.  Col.  Ward  promptly  replied  that  he  would  take 
care  that  his  ammunition  was  served  with  effect,  and  well  did  he 
keep  his  word.  Just  after  the  white  flag  had  appeared,  and  while 
Col.  Miles,  with  his  staff,  was  standing  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear  of  our  lines  on  Bolivar,  a  shell  exploded  near  them,  a  frag- 
ment struck  the  old  commander  in  the  leg,  below  the  knee;  he 
was  immediately  removed  to  an  ambulance  or  four  wheel  hospital 
wagon,  and  as  it  passed  our  brigade  headquarters  a  surgeon  stood 
on  the  step  dressing  the  wound.  Amputation  was  performed  twice, 
but  he  died  during  the  night.  The  enemy  were  soon  within  our 
works,  and  were  passing  to  and  from  the  ferry  before  we  had 
marched  out.  As  our  regiment  marched  through  the  sally  port 
the  thought  that  we  were  now  prisoners  of  war.  and  had  been  made 
such  without  emptying  our  muskets  once  on  the  enemy,  rilled  the 
breast  of  every  man  with  indignation  at  the  utter  incompetency  of 
the  post  commander;  aye  !  his  loyalty  to  his  flag  was  doubtful, 
for  men  and  officers  considered  that  the  place  could  have  been 
held  at  least  twenty-four  hours  longer.  Col.  Ward  resumed  com- 
mand of  our  regiment,  and  as  he  rode  through  the  sally-port  with 
us,  and  saw  the  disgrace  heaped  upon  his  men,  his  eyes  moistened 
with  tears.  We  soon  reached  our  old  brigade  ground,  where  wo 
stacked  arms  and  removed  our  belts,  which  we  hung  on  our 
bayonets,  with  cartridge-boxes  and  bayonet  sheaths.  Facing  about 
we  retired  a  short  distance,  about  two  hundred  feet  and  sat  down, 
where  we  were  told  to  remain  Until  further  orders.  Our  iieldand 
stall1',  as  well  as  line  officers,  remained  with  us.  While  on  the 
road  we  saw  and  spoke  with  several  rebels  who  but  yesterday 
were  our  prisoners,  and  to-day  we  see  them  armed,  and  we  their 
prisoners.  We  wrere  soon  conversing  with  both  officers  and  men 
of  the  rebel  forces,  and  learned  that  xVshby's  and  Stuart's  cavalry 
were  present,  many  of  whom  we  saw.  "Stonewall :'  Jackson  and 
A.  1\  Hill  were  also  pointed  out  to  us;  the  former  was  dressed  in 
a  dark  loose  coat,  with  a  buff  vest  and  large  standing  collar,  a 
high  soft  hat,  with  the  rim  turned  down  over  his  eyes,  his  hor.se 
vras  of  a  sorrel  color,  with  a  lumbering  gait,  while   the  rider  was 
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very  ungraceful  in  the  saddle.  He  was  received  with  groat 
enthusiasm  by  all  the  "  grey  jackets "  along  the  road.  General 
A.  P.  Hill  was  dressed  in  a  suit  of  gray  which  could  not  have  been 
worn  much;  lie  was  not  as  well  received  by  his  men  as  Stonewall 
Jackson.  The  enemy  had  hardly  taken  possession  of  the  place 
when  the  rebel  farmers  were  driving  off  all  negroes  found  in  the 
place.  In  several  instances  the  colored  servants  of  our  officers 
were  also  seized,  but  they  were  either  liberated  or  escaped.  With 
the  dim  light  of  the  rebel  camp  fires  burning  around  us  we  saw 
their  artillery,  cavalry  and  wagon  trains  passing  out  until  1  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  16th. 

Tuesday,  16th. — At  two  o'clock  this  morning  the  rebel  infantry 
commenced  to  pass  through  from  the  Ferry,  in  quick  time;  they 
marched  four  abreast.  It  was  clear  and  mild  this  morning,  and 
the  usual  morning  coffee  not  to  be  had  ;  many  even  neglecting 
to  fill  their  haversacks  yesterday,  as  ordered  by  the  officers,  before 
leaving  our  camp  ;  most  or  all  of  the  companies  got  a  box  of 
crackers  towards  noon,  which  was  to  be  the  next  twenty-four 
hours'  ration.  About  two  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  after  all  the 
other  Union  troops  had  left,  our  regiment  was  ordered  to  fall 
in  (the  enemy's  troops  were  still  passing,  and  had  been  doing 
so  for  the  last  twelve  hours);  taking  the  road  to  the  right  of  the 
cemetery,  we  were  soon  in  the  Ferry,  where  we  were  halted,  the 
enemy  being  about  to  blow  up  the  railroad  bridge.  While  wait- 
ing to  be  allowed  to  cross,  we  plainly  saw  the  village  had  been 
sacked,  wdiile  some  of  the  cavalry  had  couverted  the  American 
flag  into  saddle  cloths.  We  crossed  the  Potomac  on  the  pontoon 
bridge,  and  marched  to  Sandy  Hook,  three  miles,  where  we 
halted.  (The  bridge  had  been  blown  up  before  we  reached  this 
point.)  Here  we  were  formed  in  proper  order,  with  a  cautionary 
command  to  stragglers.  Shortly  after  resuming  our  march,  and 
while  passing  a  house  in  front  of  which  two  rebel  pickets  were 
stationed,  a  little  boy  ran  out  on  the  piazza  waving  a  small  Ameri- 
can flag,  and  shouting,  kVPsc  a  Yankee  1"  but  the  mother  ran  down 
the  garden  path,  pushed  open  the  gate,  and  one  of  the  rebel  guard 
standing  in  her  path,  she  gently  pushed  him  aside  and  said,  very 
feelingly,  "I  want  to  see  our  boys  once  more  ;  never  mind,  Mc- 
Clelland is  coming;  the  stars  and  stripes  will  iloat  in  Harper's 
Ferry  in  a  few  davs  !  £ood  bve,  and  God  bless  you,  bovs."'  March- 
ing  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  miles  her  hour,  we  reached  Jef- 
ferson shortly  after  eight  o'clock,  p.  M.,  and  lay  down  in  the  fields 
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by  our  fires,  made  from   the  fence  rails  ;   having  marched  sixteen 
miles.     A  line  but  drenching  ram  set  in  on  us. 

Wednesday,  17th. — We  were  early  on  the  road  to  Frederick 
City,  this  morning,  and  passed  many  of  the  regiments  which  had 
left  the  Ferry  before  us.  We  halted  in  Frederick  just  as  the 
town  clock  struck  nine  A.  M.,  but  were  soon  off  for  Monacaey 
Junction.  About  noon  we  halted  for  the  night  in  a  bit  of  woods 
to  the  south  of  the  road,  and  in  sight  of  Monacaey  bridge  ;  soon 
after,  the  colonel  received  a  telegram  from  Gen.  Wool,  saying  that 
we  should  be  the  first  regiment  to  go  home.  We  crossed  the 
bridge  and  marched  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  further  up,  and 
beside  the  railroad;  in  an  open  field,  upon  a  gentle  slope,  we 
rested,  awaiting  further  orders.  A  train  of  cars  stood  upon  the 
railroad  track,  filled  with  commissary  stores,  which  we  were  soon 
helping  ourselves  to.  Marched  fifteen  miles  to-day.  We  here 
learned  that 'our  cavalry,  which  escaped  on  Sunday  evening,  had 
arrived  safely,  having  captured  General  Longstreet's  wagon  train, 
consisting  of  sixty-three  wagons,  which  they  brought  in. 

Thursday,  18th. — At  eight  o'clock  this  morning  we  took  trie' 
cars  for  Baltimore,  arriving  at  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  two  o'clock. 
r.  m.  ;  here  we  were  joined  by  A  company  of  our  regiment, 
which  had  been  stationed  at  Fort  McITcnry.  They  brought  with 
them  our  State  and  city  flairs  which  had  been  left  in  their  charge, 
and  were  accompanied  by  the  band  stationed  at  the  fort,.  At 
eight  o'clock  r.  m.,  we  left  for  Philadelphia. 

Friday,  19th. — At  four  o'clock  this  morning  we  arrived  in  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  vicinity  of  the  well  known  "cooper  shop  "  and 
"Volunteers'  Coffee  Saloon."  Having  disembarked  fromthe  cars, 
we  formed  in  line,  when  one-half  of  the  regiment  entered  the 
"cooper  shop,"  and  the  ether  half  the  "saloon,"  where  a.  good 
and  bountiful  breakfast  was  awaiting  us.  Colonel  Ward  received 
a  telegram  from  Xew  York,  stating  that  if  we  would  remain  in; 
this  city  until  to-morrow,  a  splendid  reception  would  be  given  us 
by  the  city  authorities  and  others.  The  matter  was  canvassed 
among  the  men,  most  of  whom  preferred  to  go  home  immediately. 
About  7  a.  m.,  we  crossed  the  river  to  Camden,  where  we  took 
the  cars  for  Amboy;  arrived  here  we  took  the  boat  for  New  York, 
where  we  arrived  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.  We  disembarked  and 
formed  in  line  along  the  Battery,  where  we  remained  a  short 
while  in  expectation  of  a  band:  none  appearing,  we  started  up 
Broadway,  preceded  by  our  two  drums  (all   we   had  remaining) . 
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and  one  fife.  As  we  marched  up  Broadway,  without  our  muskets 
(Company  "A"  excepted),  we  were  enthusiastically  received:  the 
men  cheered  us  and  the  ladies  waved  their  handkerchiefs.  We 
soon  reached  our  armory,  where  we  were  dismissed;  and  here 
ended  our  campaign  of  1862. 

r^OTE. — Although  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  has 
been  considered  as  throwing  disgrace  upon  all  who  chanced  to 
be  present  at  the  surrender,  the  Twelfth  Regiment  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y. 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  last  to  lower  the  stars  and  stripes, 
the  last  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  the  last  body  of  Union  troops 
to  leave  the  place.  To  Company  "I"  of  this  regiment,  under 
command  of  its  volunteer  captain,  Jacob  Acorn  (the  regular  officers 
having  remained  at  home;  Acorn's  regular  position  was  that  of  a 
sergeant  in  the  company,  but  being  the  senior  officer  to  volunteer, 
he 'was  made  captain  of  the  company — a  wise  selection),  belongs 
the  honor  of  having  covered  the  dishonorable  retreat  of  Colonel 
Ford,  of  Ohio,  who  commanded  on  Maryland  Heights;  to  whom 
and  to  Colonel  Miles,  should  be  accorded  the  credit  of  this  great 
military  blunder,  notwithstanding  the  protests  of  their  staff  offi- 
cers. Had  the  commandant  of  the  post  been  a  man  of  military 
energy  and  ability,  he  would  have  strengthened  his  natural  posi- 
tion, by  strong  breastworks,  <fec.;  the  cavalry  force  (2,300)  was 
sufficient  to  have  kept  him  well  informed  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy;  with  his  guns  in  good  positions  and  properly  commanded 
by  able  officers,  he  could,  with  his  infantry  (nearly  11,000  strong), 
have  held  the  place  forty-eight,  or  at  least  twenty-four,  hours  lon- 
ger, at  the  expiration  of  which  time  it  is  probable  we  would 
have  been  relieved  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  at  South 
Mountain,  and  the  nation's  honor  been  sustained.  Many  of  the 
higher  officers  were  of  this  opinion  ;  our  colonel,  W.  G.  Ward, 
who  it  will  be  recollected  was  acting  brigadier-general  of  the 
Fourth  brigade,  states  that  the  place  was  lost  "  through  the 
treachery  and  cowardice  of  the  officers  in  command  of  that  post.'' 
Whether  this  was  intended  to  include  Brig.-General  White,  who 
it  was  understood  served  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Miles  (having 
waived  his  rank)  and  commanded  on  Bolivar  Heights,  we  did  not 
learn.  Colonel  Wm.  G.  Ward  (now  brigadier-general,  of  the 
First  brigade,  of  the  First  division,  New  York  State  National 
Guard),  soon  after  the  regiment  returned,  presented  it  with  a 
handsome  national  color,  the  ebony  staff  being  encircled  with  a 
wide  silver  band,  bearing  the  following  inscription  :   "  Presented 
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